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THE ARTI CLE 

The Hollywood gossip writers have been busy for days, writ ing about 

whether or not  Mariah Carey is m arried. Now the news is out . The 

Canadian singer, 38, confirm ed in an interview with ÔPeopleÕ m agazine 

that  she has m arried Am erican actor and rapper Nick Cannon. The couple 

secret ly t ied the knot  in a cerem ony in the Baham as. This followed a 

whirlwind six-week rom ance after they both fell in love at  f irst  sight . 

Carey told ÔPeopleÕ m agazine how happy she felt :  ÒWe really do feel we 

are soul m ates. I  never felt  a love like this was in the cards for m e,Ó she 

said. Cannon also spoke of his m arital bliss, saying:  ÒSince we've been 

together, we've been inseparable."  Cannon said:  "She is beaut iful on the 

outside and 10 t imes as beaut iful on the inside."  He confessed that  he 

only popped the quest ion five days before the wedding. 

The pop superstar m et Cannon, eleven years her junior, in March, while 

f ilm ing the video for her new single. However, she m ade it  clear that  her 

m arriage was not  a last  m inute thing. She said that  they got  tat toos done 

on their backs as a sign of their love weeks before the wedding. Talk 

show queen Oprah Winfrey recent ly revealed that  Carey had shown her 

the tat too, which said ÒMrs CannonÓ. Carey did not  say why she kept  the 

news of the wedding a secret  for a whole week. Speculat ion about the 

m arriage grew at  the weekend when the couple was spot ted together at  a 

New York film  fest ival. I t  was the m ovie prem iere of her new film  

ÔTennesseeÕ Ð Carey was wearing a huge diam ond on her r ing finger. The 

couple now wants to enjoy life as newlyweds away from  the cam eras. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . W EDDI NGS:  Walk around t he class and talk  to other  student s about  weddings.  
Change part ners oft en.  After  you f in ish,  sit  with your  par tner(s)  and share your findings. 

2 . CHAT :  I n pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the ar t icle are 
m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  bor ing. 

 gossip / being busy / celebrity interviews / wedding ceremonies / romance / beautiful 
/ pop stars / music videos / tattoos / secrets / diamond ring / newlyweds / cameras 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3 . POPPI NG THE QUESTI ON:  WhatÕs the best  way t o pop t he quest ion (ask 
som eone to m arry you /  propose to som eone) ? Com plete t his table w ith your ideas about  
the th ings in the left  colum n.  Talk  w it h your  part ners about  your  answers.  Change par tners 
and share your findings.  Who has t he m ost  rom ant ic ideas? Who is the biggest  rom ant ic? 

Th i n g s Yo u r  id ea 

place of proposal  

r ings  

flowers  

m usic  

food /  dr ink  

special th ing _________  

4 . MY  LOVE FOR YOU:  What  would you do to show your love for  your husband /  
wife? Rate these t hings from  1 t o 10  (1 =  I  would never in a m illion years do th is;  10 =  I  
would defin it ely,  w illingly,  gladly,  happilyÉ  do this as a sign of m y pure love) .  Talk  about  
your  rat ings. Change par tners and share your scores and findings. 

_____  tat too your back with h is/ her  nam e 

_____  give him / her all your m oney 

_____  prom ise t o live together  forever 

_____  give up your career for  h im / her 

_____  live with his/ her  parent s 

_____  describe your love for him / her on TV 

_____  change your religion to h is/ hers 

_____  let  h im / her  have the TV rem ote 

5 . HEAD LI NE PREDI CTI ON:  With your par tner(s) ,  use the words in the ÒChatÓ 
act iv it y  above to predict  what  the news art icle w ill be about .  Once you have your st ory,  
change partners and share them . Who was closest  to the real story? 

6 . GOSSI P:  Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of the different  words you associate 
with t he word ÔgossipÕ.  Share your words w ith your partner( s)  and talk about  them . 
Together,  put  the words into d ifferent  categories. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  these sentences 
are t rue ( T)  or false (F) :  

a. Mariah Carey  surpr ised Hollywood gossip wr iters by get t ing m arried. T /  F 

b. Mariah and her husband dated for six m ont hs before get t ing m arr ied. T /  F 

c. The couple didnÕt  like each ot her t he f irst  t im e t hey  m et . T /  F 

d. MariahÕs husband proposed f ive days before their wedding. T /  F 

e. MariahÕs husband is 27 years old. T /  F 

f.  Mariah has a t at t oo of  her m arried nam e on her back . T /  F 

g. Mariah explained to ÔPeopleÕ m agazine why her wedding was a secret . T /  F 

h. The couple decided t hey would not  wear wedding r ings. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. t ied the knot  a. gossip 

2 whirlw ind b. proposed 

3. bliss c. younger 

4. inseparable d. paparazzi 

5. popped the quest ion e. got  m arr ied 

6. junior f. happiness 

7. revealed g. close 

8. speculat ion h. told 

9. spot t ed i. quick 

10. cam eras j. seen 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle ( som et im es more 
than one com binat ion is possib le) :  

1. The couple secret ly  t ied  a. this was in the cards for  m e 

2 they both fell  b. done on their  backs 

3. I  never felt  a love like  c. beaut iful on the inside 

4. 10 t im es as  d. to enjoy life as new lyweds 

5. he only popped t he  e. her junior 

6. eleven years  f. the knot  in a cerem ony in t he Baham as 

7. her  m arriage  g. m arr iage grew at  the weekend 

8. they got  tat t oos  h. quest ion five days before the wedding 

9. Speculat ion about  the  i. in love at  first  sight  

10. The couple now wants  j. was not  a last  m inute th ing 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

The Hollywood gossip wr it ers have been busy for  __________, w r it ing  

about  whether  or not  Mar iah Carey is m arr ied.  Now the news is 

__________. The Canadian singer, 38,  __________ in an int erv iew  

with ÔPeopleÕ m agazine t hat  she has m arried Am erican actor  and rapper 

Nick Cannon.  The couple secret ly __________ the knot  in a cerem ony  

in the Baham as.  This followed a __________ six-week rom ance aft er  

they both fell in love at  first  sight . Carey t old ÔPeopleÕ m agazine how  

happy she felt :  ÒWe really  do feel we are soul m ates.  I  never felt  a love 

like this was in t he __________ for m e,Ó she said. Cannon also spoke 

of h is m arital __________,  saying:  ÒSince we've been t ogether,  we've 

been inseparable."  Cannon said:  "She is beaut iful on the out side and 10  

t im es as beaut ifu l on t he inside."  He confessed that  he only  

__________ the quest ion f ive days before t he wedding. 

  

  

bliss 

confirmed 

whirlwind 

days 

popped 

tied 

cards 

out 

 

The pop superstar  m et  Cannon, eleven years her __________,  in 

March, while film ing t he video for her  new single. However,  she m ade it  

__________ t hat  her  m arr iage was not  a last  m inute thing.  She said 

that  they got  tat toos done on their backs as a __________ of t heir love 

weeks before t he wedding.  Talk show queen Oprah Winfrey recent ly  

__________ that  Carey had shown her t he t at too, which said ÒMrs 

CannonÓ. Carey did not  say why she kept  t he news of the wedding a 

secret  for a __________ week.  Speculat ion about  the m arriage grew at  

the weekend when t he couple was spot ted __________ at  a New York  

film  fest ival.  I t  was the m ovie prem iere of her  new f ilm  ÔTennesseeÕ Ð 

Carey was wearing a __________ diam ond on her r ing finger . The 

couple now wants to enjoy life as newlyweds away from  the 

__________. 

  

whole 

 sign 

cameras 

together 

junior 

revealed 

huge 

clear 
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LI STENI NG:   List en  an d  f i l l  in  t h e sp aces. 

The Hollywood gossip writers ______________________ days, wr it ing about  

whet her or  not  Mariah Carey is m arr ied.  Now t he news is out . The Canadian singer ,  

38, confirm ed ______________________ ÔPeopleÕ m agazine t hat  she has m arr ied 

Am erican act or  and rapper  Nick Cannon. The couple ______________________ in 

a cerem ony in t he Baham as. This followed ______________________ rom ance 

after t hey bot h fell ______________________. Carey t old ÔPeopleÕ m agazine how 

happy she felt :  ÒWe really do feel we are soul m at es. I  never felt  a love like t his 

______________________,Ó she said. Cannon also spoke of his m ar it al bliss,  

saying:  ÒSince we've been t oget her ,  ______________________."  Cannon said:  

"She is beaut iful on t he out side and 10 ______________________ t he inside."  He 

confessed t hat  he only  ______________________ f ive days before t he wedding. 

The pop superstar m et  Cannon, ______________________, in March, while f ilm ing 

the v ideo for her new single. However, she ______________________ m arriage 

was not  a last  m inute t hing. She said t hat  they got  t at t oos done on t heir  backs 

______________________ love weeks before t he wedding. Talk show queen Oprah 

Winfrey recent ly revealed t hat  Carey ______________________ t at t oo, which said 

ÒMrs CannonÓ. Carey did not  say why she kept  t he news of t he wedding a 

______________________. Speculat ion about  t he m arriage grew at  t he weekend 

when the couple was spot ted toget her at  a New York f ilm  fest ival. I t  was the m ovie 

prem iere of her new f ilm  ÔTennesseeÕ Ð Carey was wearing a huge diam ond on her  

r ing finger. The couple now want s t o ______________________ away from  t he 

cam eras. 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to find 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words Ôp op Õ 
and Ôq u est ion Õ. 

p op  q u est ion  

  

  

  

  

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ONS:  Look back at  the art icle and write down 
som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this exercise. 
Check your answers. Talk about the words from  the act iv it y. Were they new, 
interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULAR Y:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n groups, 
pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their m eanings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your partner, t ry 
to recall how they were used in the text :  

¥ busy 
¥ out  
¥ knot  
¥ whirlwind 
¥ bliss 
¥ popped 

¥ junior 
¥ clear 
¥ sign 
¥ whole 
¥ spot ted 
¥ cam eras 
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STUDENT W EDDI NG SURVEY 

Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  weddings in t he t able. Do t his in pairs. Each st udent  
m ust  writ e t he quest ions on his /  her own paper . 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 

  

   

Q.2. 

  

   

Q.3. 

  

   

Q.4. 

  

   

Q.5. 

  

   

¥ Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you found 
out . Change part ners often. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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W EDDI NG DI SCUSSI ON 
STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 

b)  What  springs to m ind when you hear the word ÔweddingÕ? 

c)  What  do you know about  Mariah Carey? 

d)  Would you like to get  m arried in secret? 

e)  Where would you like to t ie the knot? 

f)  What  do you think of whir lwind rom ances? 

g)  Have you ever fallen in love at  first  sight? 

h)  Have you ever m et anyone you thought was your soul m ate? 

i)  I s it  bet ter to be beaut iful on the inside or outside? 

j )  WhatÕs the best  way of Ôpopping the quest ionÕ? What  is the quest ion? 

Mariah Carey confesses to secret wedding  -  9th May, 2008 
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

W EDDI NG DI SCUSSI ON 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 

b)  Would you date or m arry som eone who was eleven years your junior? 

c)  What  do you think of Mariah get t ing a tat too of her m arried nam e on 
her back? 

d)  What  would you do as a sign of your love for your partner? 

e)  Do you think itÕs sad that  celebrit ies cannot  go on dates without being 
followed by cam eras and paparazzi? 

f)  Do you think a huge diam ond ring is important? 

g)  Do you think celebrity m arriages have m ore problem s than norm al 
m arriages? 

h)  Was the last  wedding you went  to a good one? 

i)  What  quest ions would you like to ask the newlyweds about  their 
whir lwind rom ance and their m arriage? 

j )  Did you like this discussion? 
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LANGUAGE 

The Hollywood gossip wr iters have been busy for (1)  ____, writ ing about  whet her  

or  ( 2)  ____ Mar iah Carey is m arr ied. Now t he news is out . The Canadian singer, 38,  

confirm ed in an int erv iew wit h ÔPeopleÕ m agazine t hat  she has m arried Am er ican 

act or and rapper Nick Cannon. The couple secret ly t ied t he (3)  ____ in a cerem ony 

in t he Baham as. This followed a whir lwind six -week rom ance aft er  t hey  bot h       

(4)  ____ in love at  first  sight . Carey told ÔPeopleÕ m agazine how happy she felt :  

ÒWe really do feel we are soul m at es. I  never felt  a (5)  ____ like this was in t he 

cards for m e,Ó she said. Cannon also spoke of his m ar it al bliss, say ing:  ÒSince we've 

been t oget her , we've been inseparable."  Cannon said:  "She is beaut iful on t he 

out side and 10 t im es (6)  ____ beaut iful on t he inside."  He confessed t hat  he only  

popped t he quest ion f ive days before t he wedding. 

The pop superst ar m et  Cannon, eleven years (7)  ____ j unior , in March, while 

film ing t he video for her new single. However , she m ade it  clear t hat  her m arriage 

was not  a last  m inut e (8)  ____. She said t hat  t hey  got  tat toos done on t heir  backs 

as a sign of  t heir  love weeks before t he wedding. Talk  show queen Oprah Winfrey  

recent ly revealed t hat  Carey had shown her t he tat t oo, which said ÒMrs CannonÓ. 

Carey  did not  say why  she kept  t he news (9)  ____ t he wedding a secret  for  a whole 

week . Speculat ion about  t he m arriage grew (10)  ____ t he weekend when t he 

couple was spot ted t oget her  at  a New York  film  fest ival. I t  was t he m ovie prem iere 

of her  new f ilm  ÔTennesseeÕ Ð Carey was (11)  ____ a huge diam ond on her r ing 

finger . The couple now want s t o enjoy life (12)  ____ newlyweds away from  t he 

cam eras. 

Pu t  t h e co r r ect  w o r d s fr om  t h e  t ab le  be lo w  i n  t h e abo v e a r t i c le . 

1. (a)  daily (b)  days ( c)  dayt im e (d)  day 

2. (a)  note (b)  no ( c)  not  (d)  knot  

3. (a)  knot  (b)  rope ( c)  shoelace (d)  t ie 

4. (a)  fallen (b)  falls ( c)  fall ( d)  fell 

5. (a)  lov ing (b)  lovely ( c)  love (d)  loveliness 

6. (a)  as (b)  for ( c)  by (d)  m ost  

7. (a)  hers (b)  she ( c)  his (d)  her 

8. (a)  t im ing (b)  thing ( c)  stuff (d)  think 

9. (a)  by (b)  from  (c)  for (d)  of 

10. (a)  for (b)  of ( c)  at  (d)  in 

11. (a)  carrying (b)  wearing ( c)  having (d)  put t ing 

12. (a)  as (b)  for ( c)  by (d)  the 
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W RI TI NG:   

Write about  weddings  for 10 m inut es. Correct  your part nerÕs paper . 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCAB ULARY EXTENSI ON:  Choose several of the words from  the 
text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another search engine)  to 
build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find out  about  Mariah and NicksÕ 
rom ance and wedding. Share what  you discover with your partner(s)  in the 
next  lesson. 

3 . CELEBRI TY W EDDI N GS:  Make a poster about  celebrit ies in your 
count ry who got  m arried. Was the wedding gorgeous? Did they have 
problem s? Show your work to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Did you all 
have sim ilar things? 

4 . W HI RLW I ND ROMAN CE:  Write a m agazine art icle about the m ost  
rom ant ic whirlwind rom ance ever. I nclude im aginary interviews with the 
couple involved. Include quest ions about  popping the quest ion and ty ing the 
knot . 

Read what  you wrote to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Write down any 
new words and expressions you hear from  your partner(s) . 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to Mariah Carey. Give her three pieces of advice 
on what she should do to stay happy. Ask her three quest ions about her 
whirlwind rom ance and her secret  wedding. Read your let ter to your 
partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. 

6 . DI AR Y /  JOURNAL :  You just  m arried a celebrit y. Who? Write your 
diary ent ry for one day in your life as a newlywed. Include your thoughts on 
how you felt  when (s)he popped the quest ion. Read your ent ry to your 
classm ates in the next  lesson. 
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ANSW ERS 

TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. F c. F d. T e. T f. T g. F h.  F 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

1. t ied the knot  a. got  ma rr ied 

2 whir lwind b. quick  

3. bliss c. happiness 

4. inseparable d. close  

5. popped the quest ion e. proposed  

6. j unior f. younger  

7. revealed g. t old  

8. speculat ion h. gossip  

9. spot ted i. seen  

10. came ras j. paparazzi  

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. The couple secret ly t ied  a. t he knot  in a cerem ony in t he Baham as 

2 they bot h fell  b. in love at  first  sight   

3. I  never felt  a love like  c. t his was in the cards for m e  

4. 10 t ime s as  d. beaut iful on t he inside  

5. he only popped t he  e. quest ion five days before the wedding  

6. eleven years  f. her j unior  

7. her ma rr iage  g. was not  a last  mi nute thing  

8. they got  t at toos  h. done on t heir  backs  

9. Speculat ion about  t he  i. ma rr iage grew at  the weekend  

10. The couple now wants  j. t o enjoy life as newlyweds  

GAP FI LL:  

Mar i ah  Car ey  con f esses t o  secr et  w ed d i n g  
The Hollywo od gossip wr ite rs have been busy for d ays, wr it ing about wh eth er or not Mariah Carey is married. Now 
th e news is o u t . The Canadian singer, 38, co n f i r m ed  in an inte rv iew wi th  ÔPeopleÕ magazine th at she has mar ried 
American acto r and rapper Nick Cannon. The couple secretl y  t ied  th e knot in  a ceremony in th e Bahamas.  This 
followe d a w h i r l w in d  six-we ek romance afte r th ey both  fell in love at f irst sight. Carey to ld ÔPeopleÕ magazine how 
happy she felt:  ÒWe really  do feel we  are soul mate s. I  never felt a love like th is wa s in th e car d s for me,Ó she 
said. Cannon also spoke of his marita l b l iss, saying:  ÒSince we 've been to geth er, we 've been inseparable."  Cannon 
said:  "She is beauti ful on th e outs ide and 10  ti mes as beauti ful on th e inside."  He confessed th at he only p o p p ed  
th e questi on f ive days before the we dding. 

The pop supersta r met Cannon, eleven years her j u n io r ,  in March, wh ile f ilm ing th e v ideo for her new single. 
Howe ver, she made it clea r  th at her marriage wa s not a last m inute  th ing. She said th at th ey got ta tto os done on 
th eir backs as a s ig n  of th eir love we eks before th e we dding. Talk show queen Oprah Winfrey recentl y  r eveale d  
th at Carey had shown  her th e ta tto o,  wh ich said ÒMrs CannonÓ. Carey did not  say wh y she kept th e news of th e 
we dding a secret for a w h o le we ek. Speculati on about th e marriage grew at th e we ekend wh en th e couple wa s 
spotte d t o g et h er  at a New York f ilm  festi val. I t wa s th e m ovie prem iere of her new film  ÔTennesseeÕ Ð Carey wa s 
we aring a h u g e diamond on her r ing f inger. The couple now wa nts  to  enj oy life as newl ywe ds awa y from th e 
cam e r as. 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - b 2 - c 3 - a 4 - d 5 - c 6 - a 7 - d 8 - b 9 - d 10 - c 11 - b 12 - a 
 


