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THE ARTI CLE 

The death toll in the Burmese cyclone m ay reach 80,000. There are 

22,000 confirm ed deaths and up to 60,000 people st ill m issing. The killer 

storm  st ruck the count ry on Saturday and caused widespread dest ruct ion. 

Millions of people are without  elect r icit y, food or clean drinking water. 

Reporters say the capital, Rangoon, looks like a war zone. Hundreds of 

hom es have been flat tened by the winds, and uprooted t rees are blocking 

the st reets. This is m aking it  diff icult  for em ergency supplies to reach 

people in need. Residents say it  is the worst  storm  to hit  their cit y in 

liv ing m em ory. United Nat ions disaster experts say it  will take m any days 

to f ind out  exact ly how m any people died in the deadly winds. The current  

fear is that  diseases such as cholera will break out  as people drink dirty 

water. 

The norm ally secret ive Burm ese governm ent  is allowing aid agencies to 

help with relief efforts. I t  seem s the dam age to cit ies, towns and rural 

com m unit ies is too great  for the governm ent to cope with alone. A UN 

spokesperson said Burm aÕs military rulers were, "having as much t rouble 

as anyone else in get t ing a full overview of the dest ruct ionÓ. Naing Aung 

from  the Forum for Dem ocracy in Burma said:  ÒI nternat ional expert ise in 

dealing with natural disasters is urgent ly requiredÉ .The m ilitary regime is 

ill- prepared to deal with the afterm ath of the cyclone.Ó There are now 

fears that  the cyclone will further push up world r ice prices. Rice has 

already increased in price by 75 per cent  in the past  year. Burm a is a key 

exporter of the food staple to Sri Lanka and Bangladesh. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . N AT URAL  DI SAS TERS:  Walk around the class and talk  to other  student s 
about  natural disasters. Change par tners oft en. Aft er  you fin ish,  sit  w ith your  orig inal 
part ner( s)  and share what  you found out . 

2 . CHAT :  I n pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the ar t icle are 
m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  bor ing. 

 death toll / killer storms / destruction / drinking water / war zone / in living memory / 
being secretive / relief efforts / coping / aftermath / rice prices / food staples 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3 . W I DESPREAD  DESTRUCTI ON:  What  would you do if a natural disaster  
caused w idespread disaster  in your  town? Com plete th is table. Talk  with your part ners 
about  your answers.  Change partners and share your findings. 

Di sast er  Ho w  w o u ld  y o u  f eel ? W h at  w o u ld  y o u  d o? 

flat t ened hom e   

no elect r icit y   

no water   

no com m unicat ions   

no roads   

disease spreading   

4 . DI SAS TERS:  Which disasters are you m ost  afraid of? Rank these disasters in  
order of which would frighten and shock you m ost . Talk  about  your rank ings.  Change 
part ners and share your ideas. 

_____  cyclone /  hurr icane /  t yphoon 

_____  ear thquake 

_____  war 

_____  f lood 

_____  fam ine 

_____  drought  

_____  bird f lu epidem ic 

_____  t sunam i /  t idal wave 

5 . HEAD LI NE PREDI CTI ON:  With your par tner(s) ,  use the words in the ÒChatÓ 
act iv it y  above to predict  what  the news art icle w ill be about .  Once you have your st ory,  
change partners and share them . Who was closest  to the real story? 

6 . STORM: Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of t he different  words you associate 
with t he word Ôstorm Õ. Share your words w ith your  partner( s)  and talk about  them . 
Together,  put  the words into d ifferent  categories. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  these sentences 
are t rue ( T)  or false (F) :  

a. Everyone affect ed by t he Burm a cyclone has been found. T /  F 

b. Luckily,  t he cyclone did not  dam age t he elect r icit y supply . T /  F 

c. Rangoon resident s say  it  is t he worst  st orm  they  can rem em ber. T /  F 

d. People are afraid t hat  dirt y drink ing water  w ill spread deadly diseases. T /  F 

e. Burm aÕs governm ent  is keeping m any secrets about  t he cyclone. T /  F 

f.  The governm ent  has a very clear idea about  how big t he dam age is. T /  F 

g. The governm ent  is not  equipped t o help Burm aÕs people on it s own. T /  F 

h. The price of r ice has increased by 75 per cent  in t he past  12 m ont hs. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. death toll a. crushed 

2 dest ruct ion b. im portant  

3. flat t ened c. count ryside 

4. deadly d. num ber of dead 

5. break out  e. general idea 

6. norm ally f. lethal 

7. rural g. needed 

8. overv iew h. usually 

9. required i. start  

10. key j. dam age 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle ( som et im es more 
than one com binat ion is possib le) :  

1. The k iller  storm  st ruck  a. without  elect ricit y 

2 Millions of people are  b. with natural disasters 

3. Hundreds of hom es have been flat t ened  c. will break out  

4. the worst  st orm  to hit  t heir city  in  d. Burm ese governm ent  

5. diseases such as cholera  e. by the winds 

6. The norm ally  secret ive  f. with alone 

7. too great  for  the governm ent  to cope  g. the count ry on Saturday 

8. get t ing a full overv iew  h. rice pr ices 

9. I nt ernat ional expert ise in dealing  i. living m em ory 

10. push up wor ld  j. of the dest ruct ion 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

The death __________ in the Burm ese cyclone m ay reach 80,000.  

There are 22,000 confirm ed deaths and up to 60,000 people st ill  

m issing.  The killer  storm  __________ the count ry  on Saturday and  

caused w idespread dest ruct ion. Millions of people are __________  

elect ricit y,  food or clean dr inking water . Reporters say t he capital,  

Rangoon,  looks like a war __________. Hundreds of hom es have been  

flat t ened by the winds,  and __________ t rees are block ing the st reet s.  

This is m aking it  dif ficult  for em ergency supplies to reach people in 

__________.  Resident s say it  is the worst  st orm  to hit  their cit y in  

living m em ory.  United Nat ions disaster  expert s say it  will t ake m any  

days to find out  __________ how m any people died in t he deadly  

winds.  The current  fear  is that  diseases such as cholera w ill break out  

as people drink __________ water. 

  

  

need 

zone 

struck 

dirty 

uprooted 

toll 

exactly 

without 

 

The norm ally __________ Burm ese governm ent  is allow ing aid  

agencies to help with __________ effort s.  I t  seem s the dam age t o 

cit ies,  towns and rural com m unit ies is too great  for  the governm ent  to 

__________ with alone.  A UN spokesperson said Burm aÕs m ilitary  

ru lers were, "having as m uch t rouble as anyone else in get t ing a fu ll  

__________ of t he dest ruct ionÓ. Naing Aung from  the Forum  for  

Dem ocracy in Burm a said:  ÒInternat ional expert ise in __________ wit h 

natural disasters is urgent ly requiredÉ .The m ilitary regim e is ill-

prepared to deal __________ the aft erm ath of the cyclone.Ó There are 

now fears that  t he cyclone w ill further  push up wor ld r ice prices.  Rice 

has already increased in price by 75 per  cent  in the past  year.  Burm a is 

a __________ exporter of t he food __________ to Sri Lanka and  

Bangladesh. 

  

dealing 

 cope 

key 

overview 

secretive 

staple 

with 

relief 
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LI STENI NG:   List en  an d  f i l l  in  t h e sp aces. 

The deat h toll in t he Burm ese cyclone m ay reach 80,000. There are 22,000 

confirm ed ___________________________ 60,000 people st ill m issing. The killer  

st orm  ________________ on Sat urday and caused w idespread dest ruct ion. Millions 

of ________________ elect r icit y , food or clean drink ing water. Repor ters say t he 

capital, Rangoon, looks like a war  zone. Hundreds of hom es have 

________________ t he w inds, and uproot ed t rees are block ing t he st reet s. This is 

m ak ing it  diff icult  for em ergency supplies to reach ________________. Resident s 

say it  is t he worst  st orm  t o hit  t heir cit y ________________. United Nat ions 

disast er expert s say it  will t ake m any days to f ind out  exact ly how m any people 

died in t he deadly winds. The current  fear  is t hat  diseases such as cholera 

________________ people drink dirt y wat er. 

____________________ Burm ese governm ent  is allowing aid agencies t o help 

________________. I t  seem s the dam age to cit ies, towns and rural com m unit ies is 

too great  for  t he governm ent  ________________. A UN spokesperson said Burm aÕs 

m ilit ary rulers were, "hav ing as m uch t rouble ________________ get t ing a full 

overview of t he dest ruct ionÓ. Naing Aung from  t he Forum  for Dem ocracy in Burm a 

said:  ÒI nternat ional expert ise ________________ nat ural disast ers is urgent ly  

requiredÉ .The m ilitary regim e is ill-prepared ________________ aft erm at h of  t he 

cyclone.Ó There are now fears t hat  t he cyclone will ________________ wor ld r ice 

pr ices. Rice has already increased in pr ice by 75 per cent  in t he past  year. Burm a is 

a key exporter ________________ t o Sri Lanka and Bangladesh. 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to find 
collocates, other m eanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words Ôw ar Õ 
and Ôzon eÕ. 

w ar  zon e 

  

  

  

  

• Share your findings with your partners. 
• Make quest ions using the words you found.  
• Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ONS:  Look back at  the art icle and write down 
som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about the text . 

• Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
• Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this exercise. 
Check your answers. Talk about the words from  the act iv it y. Were they new, 
interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULAR Y:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n groups, 
pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their m eanings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your partner, t ry 
to recall how they were used in the text :  

• toll 
• caused 
• hom es 
• reach 
• m em ory 
• fear 

• norm ally 
• alone 
• overview 
• expert ise 
• push up 
• staple 
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STUDENT DI SASTER SURVEY 

Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  disasters in t he table. Do t his in pairs. Each st udent  
m ust  writ e t he quest ions on his /  her own paper . 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 

  

   

Q.2. 

  

   

Q.3. 

  

   

Q.4. 

  

   

Q.5. 

  

   

• Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you found 
out . Change part ners often. 

• Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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NATURAL DI SASTERS DI SCUSSI ON 
STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 

b)  What  springs to m ind when you hear the word ÔdisasterÕ? 

c)  Why do you think these disasters always affect  poor count ries? 

d)  Have you been following this story on TV /  on the radio /  on the 
I nternet  /  in newspapers? 

e)  What  can you do to help those in need in Burm a? 

f)  When was the last  t im e a natural disaster hit  your count ry? 

g)  What  do you think itÕs like to be without food, water, elect r icity, roads, 
com m unicat ions, etc? 

h)  WhatÕs the worst  thing to happen to your count ry in your liv ing 
m em ory? 

i)  How can authorit ies act  to prevent the outbreak of disease? 

j )  Do you fear the power of nature? 

Burma cyclone death toll may reach 80,000  -  6th May, 2008 
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

NATURAL DI SASTERS DI SCUSSI ON 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 

b)  Are you surprised that  Burm aÕs governm ent is accept ing internat ional 
help? 

c)  What  do you think itÕs like to work for a relief or aid agency? 

d)  Are you surprised the governm ent  st ill doesnÕt  have a clear picture of 
the dam age done to the count ry? 

e)  What  things would you worry about  after a disaster? 

f)  What  would you like your governm ent  to do to help the Burm ese 
people? 

g)  Are you worried about  r ising food prices? 

h)  What  three adject ives describe your feelings about  this disaster? 

i)  What  quest ions would you like to ask Burm aÕs leaders about  the 
cyclone? 

j )  Did you like this discussion? 



 

Burma cyclone death toll may reach 80,000  -  6th May, 2008 
More free lessons at  www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com  10 

 

LANGUAGE 

The deat h toll in t he Burm ese cyclone m ay reach 80,000. There are 22,000 

confirm ed (1)  ____ and up to 60,000 people st ill m issing. The k iller st orm  (2)  ____ 

the count ry  on Sat urday and caused w idespread dest ruct ion.  Millions of people are 

(3)  ____ elect r icit y,  food or clean drink ing water . Report ers say t he capital,  

Rangoon, looks like a war  zone. Hundreds of hom es have been f lat tened (4)  ____ 

the w inds, and uproot ed t rees are blocking the st reet s.  This is m aking it  dif f icult  for  

em ergency supplies t o reach people in    (5)  ____. Residents say it  is t he worst  

st orm  t o hit  t heir cit y in liv ing m em ory . United Nat ions disaster expert s say it  w ill 

take m any days t o find out  exact ly how m any people died in t he deadly  w inds. The 

(6)  ____ fear is t hat  diseases such as cholera w ill break out  as people drink dirt y  

water . 

The norm ally secret ive Burm ese governm ent  is allowing aid agencies to help w it h 

(7)  ____ efforts. I t  seem s t he dam age t o cit ies,  t owns and rural com m unit ies is t oo 

great  for t he governm ent  t o cope (8)  ____ alone. A UN spokesperson said Burm aÕs 

m ilit ary rulers were, "having as m uch t rouble as anyone (9)  ____ in get t ing a full 

overview of t he dest ruct ionÓ. Naing Aung from  t he Forum  for Dem ocracy in Burm a 

said:  ÒI nternat ional expert ise (10)  ____ dealing w it h nat ural disasters is urgent ly  

requiredÉ .The m ilitary regim e is ill- prepared t o deal wit h t he aft erm at h of t he 

cyclone.Ó There are now fears t hat  t he cyclone will furt her (11)  ____ up world r ice 

pr ices. Rice has already increased in pr ice by 75 per cent  in t he past  year. Burm a is 

a (12)  ____ exporter of t he food st aple to Sri Lanka and Bangladesh. 

Pu t  t h e co r r ect  w o r d s fr om  t h e  t ab le  be lo w  i n  t h e abo v e a r t i c le . 

1. (a)  dies (b)  die ( c)  dying (d)  deaths 

2. (a)  st ruck (b)  st rike ( c)  st ricken (d)  st rikes 

3. (a)  less (b)  without  ( c)  no (d)  nothing 

4. (a)  with (b)  for ( c)  by (d)  to 

5. (a)  needed (b)  necessary ( c)  need (d)  needs 

6. (a)  current ly (b)  current  ( c)  currency (d)  currant  

7. (a)  relieved (b)  relive ( c)  relieve (d)  relief 

8. (a)  with (b)  for ( c)  in (d)  on 

9. (a)  other (b)  else ( c)  who (d)  another 

10. (a)  for (b)  at  ( c)  on (d)  in 

11. (a)  pushes (b)  pushed (c)  push (d)  pushing 

12. (a)  key (b)  lock ( c)  chain (d)  ent ry 
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W RI TI NG:   

Write about  natural disasters  for 10 m inutes. Correct  your  part nerÕs paper . 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCAB ULARY EXTENSI ON:  Choose several of the words from  the 
text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another search engine)  to 
build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the Internet  and find out  about  the Burm a Cyclone. 
Share what you discover with your partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3 . DI SAS TER:  Make a poster about  all the things you can do to cope 
after a disaster dest roys your town. Show your work to your classm ates in 
the next  lesson. Did you all have sim ilar things? 

4 . FLAT TENED:  Write a m agazine art icle about som eone whose hom e 
was flat tened in a storm . Include im aginary interviews with the person and 
relief workers t ry ing to help. 

Read what  you wrote to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Write down any 
new words and expressions you hear from  your partner(s) . 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to BurmaÕs m ilitary rulers. Give them three 
pieces of advice on what they should do to help their count ry recover 
quickly. Ask them three quest ions about  the cyclone. Read your let ter to 
your partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your 
quest ions. 

6 . DI ARY /  JOURN AL :  You experienced a cyclone. Write your diary 
ent ry for the day after the storm  st ruck. I nclude your thoughts on how you 
felt  during the cyclone. Read your ent ry to your classm ates in the next  
lesson. 
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ANSW ERS 

TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. F c. T d. T e. F f. F g. T h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

1. deat h toll a. numb er of dead 

2 dest ruct ion b. dam age 

3. flat tened c. crushed  

4. deadly d. lethal  

5. break  out  e. start   

6. norma lly f. usually  

7. rural g. count ryside  

8. overv iew h. general idea  

9. required i. needed  

10. key j. imp ortant   

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. The killer  st orm  st ruck   a. t he count ry on Saturday 

2 Mill ions of people are  b. without  elect r icit y  

3. Hundreds of  hom es have been flat tened  c. by the winds 

4. the worst  st orm  to hit  t heir  cit y  in  d. liv ing me mo ry  

5. diseases such as cholera  e. will break out   

6. The norm ally secret ive  f. Burme se governme nt   

7. too great  for  the governme nt  to cope  g. with alone  

8. get t ing a full overview  h. of t he dest ruct ion 

9. I nternat ional expert ise in dealing  i. with natural disasters  

10. push up wor ld  j. r ice pr ices  

GAP FI LL:  

Bu r m a cy c lo n e d eat h  t o l l  m ay  r each  8 0 ,0 0 0  
The death  to ll in th e Burmese cyclone may reach 80,00 0. There are 22,0 00 confirmed death s and up to  60, 000  
people sti ll m issing. The k iller sto rm  st r u ck  th e countr y on Satu rday and caused wi despread destr ucti on. Millions 
of people are w i t h o u t  electr icity , food or clean drink ing wa t er. Reporte rs say th e capita l, Rangoon, looks like a wa r  
zo n e. Hundreds of homes have been f latte ned by th e winds, and u p r o o t ed  tr ees are blocking th e str eet s. This is 
making it diff icult for emergency supplies to  reach people in n eed . Residents  say it is th e wo rst st orm  t o hit th eir  
city  in liv ing mem ory. Unite d Nati ons disaste r experts  say it wi ll ta ke many days to  f ind out ex a ct l y  how many  
people died in th e deadly wi nds. The current fear is th at diseases such as cholera wi ll break out as people drink 
d i r t y  wa te r. 

The normally  secr et i ve Burmese government is allowi ng aid agencies to  help wi th  r e l ie f  efforts . I t  seems th e 
damage to  citi es, to wn s and rural com muniti es is to o great for th e government to  co p e wi th  alone. A UN 
spokesperson said BurmaÕs m ilita ry rulers we re, "having as much tr ouble as anyone else in getti ng a full o ver v ie w  
of th e destr ucti onÓ. Naing Aung from th e Forum for Democracy in Burma said:  ÒI nte rnati onal experti se in d eal in g  
wi th  natu ral disaste rs is urgentl y  requiredÉ.T he m ilita ry regime is ill-prepared to  deal w i t h  th e afte rmath  of th e 
cyclone.Ó There are now fears th at th e cyclone wi ll furth er push up wo rld r ice prices. Rice has already increased in 
price by 75 per cent in th e past year. Burma is a k ey  export er of th e food st ap le to  Sri Lanka and Bangladesh. 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - d 2 - a 3 - b 4 - c 5 - c 6 - b 7 - d 8 - a 9 - b 10 - d 11 - c 12 - a 
 


