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THE ARTI CLE 

The worldÕs first  purpose-cloned dogs have started t raining for their future 

careers. South KoreaÕs custom s service ordered clones of it s very best  

sniffer dog last  year. I t  hopes the cloned canines will becom e experts at  

f inding explosives and drugs at  it s airports. The cloning will reduce the 

costs involved in the m onths of t raining norm al dogs. Only thirt y per cent  

of dogs selected for t raining actually m ake the grade and becom e a sniffer 

dog. The seven cloned puppies, all nam ed Toppy (short  for Tom orrowÕs 

Puppy) , were born in October and Novem ber 2007. Cells were taken from  

their Labrador ret r iever father, called Chase, to clone them . Project  

m anager Lim Jae-Yong believes the clones will be easier to t rain than 

ordinary dogs, because of their genes from  expert  sniffer Chase. 

The $300,000 project  was carried out  by Lee Byung-Chun, who cloned the 

worldÕs first  dog from  a three-year-old Afghan hound. Each Toppy cost  

$60,000, which is half the cost  of t raining a norm al sniffer dog. All seven 

Toppies have been in t raining since they were born. They have 

successfully passed their f irst  round of sniffer-dog tests, although one had 

to drop out  with a bad leg. The dogs t rain together and all com e running 

when their name is called. Their t rainers only know whoÕs who via a 

m icrochip in each puppyÕs ear. Lead t rainer Kim  Nak-seung said:  "The 

differences [ between them ]  are so sm all that  I  really can't  tell the puppies 

apart ."  The Toppies should com plete their t raining by early 2009 and start  

work sniff ing baggage in the nat ionÕs airports soon after. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . CLONI N G:  Walk around t he class and talk to other  student s about  cloning. Change 
part ners oft en. After you fin ish, sit  w ith your orig inal par tner(s)  and share what  you found  
out . 

2 . CHAT :  I n pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the ar t icle are 
m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  bor ing. 

 dogs /  fut ure career  /  explosives /  drugs /  m ake t he grade /  puppies /  cells /  genes /  
proj ect s /  tests /  dropping out  /  bad leg /  m icrochips /  baggage /  airport s 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3 . CLONI NG OPI NI ONS:  Discuss these opinions w it h your part ner( s) . Change 
part ners and share what  you heard and talked about . 

a. Cloning will save the world. 
b. Cloning is p lay ing God and we should never do it .  
c.  Test  clones of hum ans can be sent  t o do research on Mars and beyond. 
d. We need clones to f ight  fut ure wars and do m anual work. 
e.  I  think itÕd be fun to have a clone of m yself.  
f.  Cloned people are not  real people. 
g. We need to clone all anim als that  are becom ing ext inct . 
h.  I f  scient ist s cont inue cloning,  we will have a Frankenstein world full of m onsters. 

4 . CLONES:  Talk w ith your part ner( s)  about  cloning the people /  anim als in t he table.   
What  are t he pros and cons of each? Change part ners and share your ideas. 

_____  dogs to sniff  out  drugs at  airport s 

_____  yourself 

_____  super- int elligent  scient ists 

_____  expert  sold iers 

_____  cows that  produce lots of m ilk 

_____  world class sport s stars 

_____  very kind voluntary  workers 

_____  endangered species 

5 . HEAD LI NE PREDI CTI ON:  With your par tner(s) ,  use the words in the ÒChatÓ 
act iv it y  above to predict  what  the news art icle w ill be about .  Once you have your st ory,  
change partners and share them . Who was closest  to the real story? 

6 . QUI CK DEBAT E:  Students A st r on g ly  believe scient ist s should clone m ore 
anim als, and then people;  Students B st r o n g ly  believe that  cloning should be m ade illegal 
forever.  Change partners again and talk  about  your  roles and conversat ions. 

7 . TRAI NI N G:  Spend one m inute writ ing down all of t he different  words you 
associate w it h the word Ôt rainingÕ. Share your words with your par tner(s)  and talk  about  
them . Together,  put  the words into different  categories. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  these sentences 
are t rue ( T)  or false (F) :  

a. Cloned canines in S. Korea w ill soon st art  sniffing for drugs at  airports. T /  F 

b. The clonesÕ t raining is m ore expensive t han using norm al dogs. T /  F 

c. Seventy per cent  of dogs t hat  start  t raining do not  m ake it  t o t he end T /  F 

d. Scient ist s say t he clones have genes to m ake them  good sniffer dogs. T /  F 

e. This is t he f irst  t im e anyone has cloned dogs. T /  F 

f.  Each of  t he seven cloned puppies cost  $60,000. T /  F 

g. The clones are not  ident ical so t he t rainers can easily  see whoÕs who. T /  F 

h. The cloned puppies will begin work around t he beginning of 2009. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. canines a. chosen 

2 drugs b. dogs 

3. selected c. fin ish 

4. m ake the grade d. fift y per  cent  of 

5. expert  e. narcot ics 

6. carr ied out  f.  luggage 

7. half g. specialist  

8. drop out  h. conducted 

9. com plete i.  withdraw 

10. baggage j .  succeed 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle ( som et im es more 
than one com binat ion is possib le) :  

1. The worldÕs f irst  purpose-  a. out  by Lee Byung-Chun 

2 the cloned canines will becom e experts  b. cloned dogs 

3. dogs selected for t rain ing actually m ake c. the puppies apart  

4. Cells were taken from  their  Labrador d. the grade 

5. the clones w ill be easier  t o  e. in the nat ionÕs airpor ts 

6. The $300,000 proj ect  was carr ied  f.  at  finding explosives 

7. half  g. with a bad leg 

8. one had to drop out   h. t rain than ordinary dogs 

9. I  really  can' t  t ell  i.  ret riever  father 

10. start  work sniff ing baggage  j .  the cost  
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

The wor ldÕs first  __________- cloned dogs have start ed t rain ing for  

their future careers. South KoreaÕs custom s service __________ clones 

of its very best  sniffer  dog last  year.  I t  hopes t he cloned canines will  

becom e __________ at  f inding explosives and drugs at  it s airpor ts.  The 

cloning w ill reduce t he cost s __________ in the m onths of t raining  

norm al dogs. Only th ir ty  per  cent  of dogs selected for t rain ing actually  

m ake the __________ and becom e a sniffer  dog. The seven cloned  

puppies,  all nam ed Toppy (__________ for  Tom orrowÕs Puppy) ,  were 

born in October and Novem ber 2007. Cells were taken from  their  

Labrador ret r iever  __________, called Chase,  to clone them . Proj ect  

m anager Lim  Jae-Yong believes the clones will be easier  to t rain than  

ordinary dogs,  because of their  __________ from  expert  sniffer Chase. 

  

  

father 

involved 

ordered 

short  

purpose 

genes 

grade 

expert s 

 

The $300,000 project  was __________ out  by Lee Byung-Chun,  who 

cloned the wor ldÕs f irst  dog from  a three-year- old Afghan hound.  Each 

Toppy cost  $60,000,  which is __________ the cost  of t raining a norm al 

sniffer  dog. All seven Toppies have been in t raining __________ they  

were born. They have successfully  passed their first  __________ of  

sniffer-dog tests,  although one had to __________ out  w ith a bad leg.  

The dogs t rain together  and all com e running when their nam e is 

called. Their  t rainers only  know whoÕs __________ v ia a m icrochip in  

each puppyÕs ear. Lead t rainer Kim  Nak-seung said:  "The differences 

[ between t hem ]  are so sm all that  I  really  can't  t ell the puppies 

__________."  The Toppies should com plete their  t raining by early  2009  

and start  work sniff ing __________ in the nat ionÕs airpor ts soon aft er. 

  

round 

 baggage 

half 

who 

drop 

since 

carr ied 

apart  
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LI STENI NG:   List en  an d  f i l l  in  t h e sp aces. 

The worldÕs f irst  ________________________ have st arted t raining for t heir fut ure 

careers. Sout h KoreaÕs cust om s serv ice ordered ________________________ 

sniffer dog last  year.  I t  hopes t he cloned canines will ________________________ 

explosives and drugs at  it s airport s. The cloning w ill reduce t he cost s involved in 

the m ont hs of t raining norm al dogs. Only thirt y per cent  of dogs selected for  

t raining ________________________ and becom e a sniffer dog. The seven cloned 

puppies, all nam ed Toppy (short  for Tom orrowÕs Puppy) , were born in October and 

Novem ber 2007. Cells ________________________ Labrador ret r iever fat her ,  

called Chase, t o clone t hem . Project  m anager Lim  Jae-Yong believes t he clones w ill 

________________________ ordinary  dogs, because of  t heir  genes from  exper t  

sniffer Chase. 

The $300,000 ________________________ Lee Byung-Chun, who cloned t he 

worldÕs first  dog from  a t hree-year-old Afghan hound. Each Toppy cost  $60,000, 

________________________ t raining a norm al sniffer dog. All seven Toppies have 

been in t raining since t hey were born. They  have ________________________ 

round of  sniffer -dog test s,  alt hough ________________________ a bad leg.  The 

dogs t rain t oget her and all com e running when t heir nam e is called. Their t rainers 

________________________ m icrochip in each puppyÕs ear . Lead t rainer  Kim  Nak-

seung said:  "The differences [ between t hem ]  are so sm all t hat  I  

________________________."  The Toppies should com plete t heir t raining by ear ly  

2009 and start  work sniffing baggage in t he nat ionÕs airport s soon aft er . 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to find 
collocates, other m eanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words Ôm ak eÕ 
and Ôg r ad eÕ. 

m ak e g r ad e 

  

  

  

  

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ONS:  Look back at  the art icle and write down 
som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this exercise. 
Check your answers. Talk about the words from  the act iv it y. Were they new, 
interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULAR Y:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n groups, 
pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their m eanings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your partner, t ry 
to recall how they were used in the text :  

¥ purpose 
¥ ordered 
¥ drugs 
¥ grade 
¥ father 
¥ genes 

¥ carried 
¥ half 
¥ born 
¥ drop 
¥ v ia 
¥ baggage 



 

Cloned dogs in t raining t o sniff  for  drugs  -   27th Apr il,  2008  
More free lessons at  www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com  8 

 

STUDENT CLONI NG SURVEY 

Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  cloning in the table. Do t his in pairs. Each st udent  m ust  
wr ite t he quest ions on his /  her own paper .  

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 

  

   

Q.2. 

  

   

Q.3. 

  

   

Q.4. 

  

   

Q.5. 

  

   

¥ Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you found 
out . Change part ners often. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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TOPPY  DI SCUSSI ON 
STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 

b)  What  springs to m ind when you hear the word ÔcloneÕ? 

c)  What  are the pros and cons of cloning? 

d)  A m ajorit y of pet  owners want  their pet  cloned after it  dies? What do 
you think of this? 

e)  Are you surprised at  what  you read about  the cost  of t raining sniffer 
dogs? 

f)  What  do you think of the nam e Toppy? 

g)  What  other ways can cloning be used to f ight  drugs and terror? 

h)  Would you like to work as a t rainer of sniffer dogs? 

Tom  CruiseÕs 13-year-old m akes m ovie debut   -   24th Apr il,  2008 
More free lessons at  www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

TOPPY  DI SCUSSI ON 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 

b)  What  do you think of the $60,000 price tag of each puppy? 

c)  Do you think there are bet ter ways to f ind drugs and explosives than 
using dogs? 

d)  I s it  easy for you to quickly tell people apart  and know whoÕs who? 

e)  Would you like a Toppy? 

f)  When was the last  t im e you dropped out  of som ething? 

g)  What  quest ions would you like to ask project  leader Lee Byung-Chun? 

h)  Did you like this discussion? 
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LANGUAGE 

The worldÕs f irst  purpose-cloned dogs have st ar ted t raining (1)  ____ t heir fut ure 

careers. Sout h KoreaÕs custom s service ordered clones of it s (2)  ____ best  snif fer  

dog last  year . I t  hopes t he cloned canines w ill becom e expert s (3)  ____ f inding 

explosives and drugs at  it s airport s. The cloning w ill reduce t he cost s involved in 

the m ont hs of t raining norm al dogs. Only thirt y per cent  of dogs selected for  

t raining act ually (4)  ____ t he grade and becom e a sniffer dog. The seven cloned 

puppies, all nam ed Toppy (5)  ____ for  Tom orrowÕs Puppy) , were born in Oct ober  

and Novem ber 2007. Cells were taken from  t heir Labrador ret r iever fat her , called 

Chase, t o clone t hem . Project  m anager Lim  Jae-Yong believes t he clones will be 

easier t o t rain t han ordinary dogs, because of t heir (6)  ____ from  expert  sniffer  

Chase. 

The $300,000 project  was (7)  ____ out  by Lee Byung-Chun, who cloned t he wor ldÕs 

first  dog from  a t hree-year-old Afghan hound. Each Toppy cost  $60,000, which is 

half t he cost  (8)  ____ t raining a norm al sniffer dog. All seven Toppies have been in 

t raining since t hey were born.  They  have successfully passed t heir f irst  round of  

sniffer-dog t est s, alt hough one had to (9)  ____ out  wit h a bad leg. The dogs       

(10)  ____ t oget her  and all com e running when t heir  nam e is called. Their t rainers 

only know whoÕs (11)  ____ v ia a m icrochip in each puppyÕs ear . Lead t rainer Kim  

Nak-seung said:  "The differences [ between t hem ]  are so sm all t hat  I  really can't  

tell the puppies (12)  ____."  The Toppies should com plet e their t raining by ear ly  

2009 and start  work sniffing baggage in t he nat ionÕs airport s soon aft er . 

Pu t  t h e co r r ect  w o r d s fr om  t h e  t ab le  be lo w  i n  t h e abo v e a r t i c le . 

1. (a)  from  (b)  by ( c)  with (d)  for 

2. (a)  total (b)  all ( c)  very (d)  so 

3. (a)  on (b)  at  ( c)  to (d)  for 

4. (a)  m ake (b)  do ( c)  m ark (d)  fail 

5. (a)  t iny (b)  lit t le ( c)  shor t  (d)  sm all 

6. (a)  genre (b)  genie ( c)  jeans (d)  genes 

7. (a)  m oved (b)  carr ied ( c)  shifted (d)  conducted 

8. (a)  of (b)  at  ( c)  to (d)  by 

9. (a)  fall ( b)  drop ( c)  dive (d)  tum ble 

10. (a)  bus (b)  coach ( c)  t rain (d)  ferry 

11. (a)  who (b)  which ( c)  whom  (d)  whoever 

12. (a)  part ed (b)  part s ( c)  part ly (d)  apart  
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W RI TI NG:   

Write about  cloning for 10 m inutes.  Correct  your  part nerÕs paper . 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCAB ULARY EXTENSI ON:  Choose several of the words from  the 
text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another search engine)  to 
build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find out  about South KoreaÕs 
Toppies. Share what you discover with your partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3 . CLONI N G:  Make a poster about  the pros and cons of cloning. Show 
your work to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Did you all have sim ilar 
things? 

4 . CLONED:  Write a m agazine art icle about  two people Ð one is the clone 
of the other. Include im aginary interviews with them . 

Read what  you wrote to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Write down any 
new words and expressions you hear from  your partner(s) . 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to a scient ist  involved in cloning. Give him / her 
three pieces of advice on what ( s)he should do to m ake sure cloning is safe. 
Ask him / her three quest ions about cloning. Read your let ter to your 
partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. 

6 . DI AR Y /  JOURNAL:  You have a clone. Your clone is 13 years old. 
Write your diary ent ry for one day you spent  with him/ her. I nclude the 
conversat ions you had and the advice you gave him/ her. Read your ent ry to 
your classm ates in the next  lesson. 
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ANSW ERS 

TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. T b. F c. T d. F e. F f. T g. F h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

1. canines a. dogs 

2 drugs b. narcot ics  

3. selected c. chosen  

4. ma ke the grade d. succeed  

5. expert  e. specialist   

6. carr ied out  f. conducted  

7. half g.  fift y per  cent  of  

8. drop out  h. withdraw  

9. comp lete i. finish  

10. baggage j . luggage  

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. The worldÕs f irst  purpose-  a. cloned dogs 

2 the cloned canines will becom e experts  b. at  finding explosives  

3. dogs selected for t raining actually m ake c. the grade 

4. Cells were t aken from  their  Labrador d. ret r iever fat her  

5. the clones will be easier t o  e. t rain t han ordinary dogs 

6. The $300,000 project  was carr ied  f. out  by Lee Byung-Chun  

7. half  g.  the cost   

8. one had to drop out   h. with a bad leg  

9. I  really can't  t ell  i. t he puppies apart   

10. start  work  snif fing baggage  j . in t he nat ionÕs airport s  

GAP FI LL:  

Clo n ed  d o g s in  t r a i n i n g  t o  sn i f f  f o r  d r u g s 
The wo rldÕs f irst p u r p o se-cloned dogs have sta rte d tr aining for th eir futu re careers. South  KoreaÕs custo ms serv ice 
o r d er ed  clones of its  very best sniffer dog last year. I t hopes th e cloned canines wi ll become ex p e r t s  at f inding 
explosives and drugs at it s airports . The cloning wi ll reduce th e cost s in vo l ved  in th e m onth s of tr aining normal 
dogs. Only th irty  per cent of dogs selecte d for tr ain ing act ually  make th e g r ad e and become a sn iffer dog. The 
seven cloned puppies, all named Toppy (sh o r t  for TomorrowÕs Puppy) , we re born in Octo ber and November 2007. 
Cells we re ta ken from th eir Labrador retr iever f a t h er , called Chase, to  clone th em. Project manager Lim  Jae-Yong 
believes th e clones wi ll be easier to  tr ain th an ordinary dogs, because of th eir g en es from expert sniffer Chase. 

The $300 ,000 project  wa s ca r r ied  out by Lee Byung-Chun,  wh o cloned th e wo rldÕs f irst dog from  a th ree-year-old  
Afghan hound. Each Toppy cost $60,000, wh ich is h a l f  th e cost of tr aining a normal sniffer dog. All seven Toppies 
have been in tr aining s in ce th ey we re born. They have successfully  passed th eir f ir st r o u n d  of sniffer-dog te sts ,  
alth ough one had to  d r o p  out wi th  a bad leg. The dogs tr ain to geth er and all come running wh en th eir name is 
called. Their tr ainers only know wh oÕs w h o  v ia a m icrochip in each puppyÕs ear. Lead tr ainer Kim  Nak-seung said:  
"The differences [ betwe en th em]  are so small th at I  really  can't te ll th e puppies ap ar t ."  The Toppies should 
complete  th eir tr aining by early  2009 and sta rt wo rk sniff ing b ag g ag e in the nati onÕs airpor ts  soon afte r. 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - d 2 - c 3 - b 4 - a 5 - c 6 - d 7 - b 8 - a 9 - b 10 - c 11 - a 12 - d 
 


