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THE ARTI CLE 

The Lonely Planet  t ravel guide com pany has been rocked by claim s of 

poor research and low pay. Author Thom as Kohnstam m , writer of nearly a 

dozen Lonely Planet  guides, has Ôrevealed allÕ in a book of his own about  

life as a freelance t ravel writer. In ÒDo Travel Writers Go To Hell?Ó he tells 

a Ôwarts and allÕ account  of his three years in South Am erica. He 

confesses that  he m ade up large parts of the Lonely Planet  book on Brazil 

and didnÕt even visit  Colom bia. "They didn't  pay m e enough to go 

Colom bia,"  he said. He revealed:  ÒI  wrote the book in San Francisco. I  got  

the inform at ion from  a chick I  was dat ing -  an intern in the Colom bian 

consulate.Ó He claim s he spent  m ore t im e chasing wom en and accept ing 

gift s from  restaurant  owners than checking on t rain t im etables and 

m enus. He also said he had to sell drugs to m ake ends m eet while on the 

road. 

Lonely Planet 's publisher is unhappy at  Kohnstamm Õs claim s that  m any 

guidebook writers do not  check their facts because they have to f inish 

their book before they "run up credit  card debts" . This seem s to 

cont radict  the com pany website, which says:  ÒAll Lonely Planet  

guidebooks are the result  of on- the-ground research and draw from the 

collect ive knowledge of a global t ravel com munityÉ .I f it 's in the 

guidebook our authors have been there.Ó Other Lonely Planet  writers 

support  Kohnstamm . BritainÕs Telegraph newspaper reported an e-m ail 

from  Jeanne Oliver, writer of the guides to France, Germ any and Croat ia, 

who said:  "You are begging authors to cut  corners É  or to help f inance 

the book out  of their own pocket ." Lonely Planet said it  had reviewed 

Kohnstamm 's guidebooks but  did not  f ind any inaccuracies in them . 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . TRAVEL:  Walk around t he class and t alk  to other  student s about  t ravel. Change 
part ners oft en. After you fin ish, sit  w ith your orig inal par tner(s)  and share what  you found  
out . 

2 . CHAT :  I n pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the ar t icle are 
m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  bor ing. 

 t ravel guides /  poor research /  low  pay /  m aking th ings up /  dat ing /  gif ts /  m enus /  
checking your fact s /  knowledge /  authors /  begging /  cut t ing corners /  inaccuracies 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3 . I NACCU RACI ES:  What  problem s m ight  t here be if these books were fu ll of  
inaccuracies? Talk  about  th is with your  part ner(s) .  Make a story  for  one of the books w ith  
your partner( s)  about  som ething that  went  t err ibly  w rong because of the bookÕs m istakes.  
Change part ners and share your stories. 

Bo ok  I n accu r aci es Pr ob l em s 

a t ravel guide to Brazil   
a cookery book   
a Ôhow- toÕ book on com puters   
a car  m aintenance book   
a book on how to win fr iends   
a f irst -aid m anual   

4 . GUI DES:  Which of t hese count ries would you like to t ravel around t o research for  a 
guidebook? Talk about  this with your part ner( s) . Rank the count ries from  10 (would love t o 
research)  to 1 ( zero interest ) .  Change part ners and share your ideas. 

• the USA 
• Bhutan 
• Zim babwe 
• Peru 

• Antarct ica 
• Kuwait  
• Fij i 
• Finland 

5 . GUI DE BOOK:  Spend one m inute writ ing down all of the different  words you 
associate wit h guidebooks. Share your words with your part ner( s)  and talk about  them . 
Together,  put  the words into d ifferent  categories. 

6 . QUI CK DEBAT E:  Students A st r o n g ly  believe that  guidebook writers should be 
paid a lot  of m oney;  Students B st r on g ly  believe guidebook writ ers donÕt  need lot s of 
m oney because they have a great  life t raveling.  Change partners again and talk  about  your  
roles and conversat ions. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  these sentences 
are t rue ( T)  or false (F) :  

a. A guidebook writer st ole lot s of m oney  from  his publisher. T /  F 

b. The guidebook wr iter is worried he wonÕt  go to heaven. T /  F 

c. The writ er wrot e part  of a guide on Colom bia w it hout  even going t here. T /  F 

d. The writ er sold drugs so he could cont inue doing research for his book . T /  F 

e. The publisher knows t hat  aut hors do not  check t he fact s in it s guides. T /  F 

f.  The publisher says all aut hors v isit  t he count r ies t hey wr ite about . T /  F 

g. Ot her wr iters are angry w it h t he writ er of t he t ravel guide for Brazil. T /  F 

h. The publisher checked t he Brazil guide and found no er rors. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. rocked a. wom an 

2 revealed b. m istakes 

3. freelance c. them selves 

4. chick ( inform al slang)  d. independent  

5. m ake ends m eet  e. go against  

6. cont radict  f.  shared 

7. collect ive g. stunned 

8. finance h. told 

9. out  of their  own pocket  i.  survive 

10. inaccuracies j .  pay for 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle ( som et im es more 
than one com binat ion is possib le) :  

1. rocked by claim s  a. account  of h is three years 

2 Ôrevealed allÕ in  b. their fact s 

3. he t ells a Ôwart s and allÕ  c. m eet  while on the road. 

4. I  got  the inform at ion from  a  d. corners 

5. he had t o sell drugs to m ake ends  e. a book of h is own 

6. guidebook wr it ers do not  check  f.  credit  card debt s 

7. run up  g. pocket  

8. the collect ive knowledge of a  h. of poor research 

9. begging authors to cut   i.  global t ravel com m unit y 

10. finance t he book out  of their  own  j .  chick I  was dat ing 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

The Lonely  Planet  t ravel guide com pany has been __________ by 

claim s of poor research and low  pay.  Author  Thom as Kohnstam m , 

writ er  of nearly a __________ Lonely Planet  guides,  has Ôrevealed allÕ 

in a book of h is own about  life as a freelance t ravel wr it er.  I n ÒDo 

Travel Wr it ers Go To Hell?Ó he t ells a Ôwart s and allÕ __________ of his 

three years in South Am erica.  He confesses that  he m ade up 

__________ part s of t he Lonely  Planet  book on Brazil and didnÕt  even  

__________ Colom bia.  "They didn't  pay m e enough to go Colom bia, "  

he said.  He revealed:  ÒI  w rote the book in San Francisco.  I  got  t he 

inform at ion from  a chick I  was __________ -  an int ern in the 

Colom bian consulate.Ó He claim s he spent  m ore t im e chasing wom en 

and __________ gifts from  restaurant  owners than checking on t rain  

t im etables and m enus.  He also said he had to sell drugs to m ake ends 

__________ while on the road. 

  

  

dat ing 

dozen 

visit  

account  

m eet  

rocked 

accept ing 

large 

 

Lonely Planet 's publisher  is __________ at  Kohnstam m Õs claim s that  

m any guidebook writ ers do not  check t heir fact s because t hey have to 

fin ish their  book before they " run up credit  card __________ " .  This 

seem s to cont radict  t he com pany websit e,  which says:  ÒAll Lonely  

Planet  guidebooks are the result  of on- t he-ground research and  

__________ from  the collect ive knowledge of a global t ravel 

__________ É . I f it 's in the guidebook our  __________ have been  

there.Ó Other Lonely  Planet  w rit ers support  Kohnstam m . Br itainÕs 

Telegraph newspaper reported an e-m ail from  Jeanne Oliver,  w rit er  of 

the guides to France,  Germ any and Croat ia,  who said:  "You are begging 

authors t o __________ corners É  or to help f inance the book out  of  

their own __________."  Lonely Planet  said it  had reviewed 

Kohnstam m 's guidebooks but  d id not  __________ any inaccuracies in  

them . 

  

draw 

 cut  

unhappy 

authors 

find 

pocket  

debt s 

com m unity 
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LI STENI NG:   List en  an d  f i l l  in  t h e sp aces. 

The Lonely  Planet  t ravel guide com pany  _________________ claim s of poor  

research and low pay . Aut hor Thom as Kohnstam m , wr iter of near ly a dozen Lonely  

Planet  guides, _________________ book of his own about  life as a freelance t ravel 

wr iter. I n ÒDo Travel Wr iters Go To Hell?Ó he tells a _________________ of his 

three years in Sout h Am erica.  He confesses t hat  he m ade up large part s of t he 

Lonely Planet  book on Brazil _________________ Colom bia. "They didn't  pay m e 

enough t o go Colom bia,"  he said. He revealed:  ÒI  wrot e t he book in San Francisco. I  

got  t he inform at ion from  a chick I  was dat ing -  _________________ Colom bian 

consulate.Ó He claim s he spent  m ore t im e chasing wom en and accept ing gift s from  

restaurant  owners t han checking on t rain t im etables and m enus. He also said he 

had t o sell drugs _________________ while on t he road. 

Lonely  Planet 's publisher is unhappy at  Kohnstam m Õs claim s t hat  m any  guidebook  

wr iters _____________________ because they have to finish t heir book  before 

they  " run up credit  card debt s" . This _________________ t he com pany website,  

which says:  ÒAll Lonely Planet  guidebooks are t he result  _________________ 

research and draw from  t he collect ive knowledge of  a global t ravel com m unityÉ .I f  

it 's in t he guidebook  ____________________ t here.Ó Ot her Lonely Planet  wr iters 

support  Kohnst am m . Br it ainÕs Telegraph newspaper report ed an e-m ail from  Jeanne 

Oliver , wr iter of t he guides t o France, Germ any and Croat ia, who said:  "You are 

begging ____________________ É  or t o help f inance the book out  of t heir own 

pocket ."  Lonely  Planet  said it  had rev iewed Kohnstam m 's guidebooks but  did not  

_________________ in t hem . 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to find 
collocates, other m eanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words Ôt r av elÕ 
and Ôg u id eÕ. 

t r av el  g u id e 

  

  

  

  

• Share your findings with your partners. 
• Make quest ions using the words you found.  
• Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ONS:  Look back at  the art icle and write down 
som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about the text . 

• Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
• Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this exercise. 
Check your answers. Talk about the words from  the act iv it y. Were they new, 
interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULAR Y:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n groups, 
pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their m eanings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your partner, t ry 
to recall how they were used in the text :  

• claim s 
• own 
• account  
• pay 
• intern 
• ends 

• facts 
• run 
• result  
• support  
• corners 
• reviewed 
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STUDENT TRAVEL SURVEY 

Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  t ravel in t he t able. Do t his in pairs.  Each st udent  m ust  
wr ite t he quest ions on his /  her own paper .  

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 

  

   

Q.2. 

  

   

Q.3. 

  

   

Q.4. 

  

   

Q.5. 

  

   

• Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you found 
out . Change part ners often. 

• Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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TRAVEL DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 

b)  What  springs to m ind when you hear the word ÔguidebookÕ? 

c)  Do you always use a guidebook when you t ravel? 

d)  What  do you think of the Lonely PlanetÕs writer Thom as Kohnstamm  for 
m aking up parts of t ravel guides? 

e)  Do you think Lonely Planet should sue him  for dishonesty? 

f)  Have Thom as Kohnstam m Õs act ions changed your m ind about  how 
reliable guidebooks m ight  be? 

g)  Can you understand why Thom as Kohnstam m  did what  he did? 

h)  Would you like to research a count ry for a t ravel guide? 

i)  Would you like to read Thom as Kohnstam m Õs book? 

j )  Do you ever st ruggle to m ake ends m eet? 

Lonely Planet  t ravel guide in fraud scandal  -   15 th April,  2008 
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

TRAVEL DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 

b)  Do you believe everything writ ten in a t ravel guide? 

c)  Do you think publishers need to pay their writers m ore to get  accurate 
facts? 

d)  Do you ever run up a credit  card debt? 

e)  Do you think Lonely Planet needs to change it s policy and check that  it s 
authors actually v isit  the count ries they write about? 

f)  What  are the best  t ravel guides available in your count ry? 

g)  When was the last  t im e you cut  corners? 

h)  What  count ry would you like to write a t ravel book about? 

i)  What  quest ions would you like to ask Thom as Kohnstam m ? 

j )  Did you like this discussion? 
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LANGUAGE 

The Lonely  Planet  t ravel guide com pany has been rocked by (1)  ____ of  poor  

research and low pay . Aut hor Thom as Kohnstam m , wr iter of near ly a dozen Lonely  

Planet  guides, has Ôrevealed allÕ in a book of his own about  life as a (2)  ____ t ravel 

wr iter. I n ÒDo Travel Wr iters Go To Hell?Ó he t ells a Ôwart s and allÕ (3)  ____ of his 

three years in Sout h Am er ica. He confesses t hat  he m ade (4)  ____ large part s of  

the Lonely Planet  book on Brazil and didnÕt  even v isit  Colom bia. "They didn't  pay  

m e enough t o go Colom bia,"  he said. He revealed:  ÒI  wrot e t he book in San 

Francisco. I  got  t he inform at ion from  a chick  I  was dat ing -  an intern in t he 

Colom bian consulate.Ó He claim s he spent  m ore t im e chasing wom en and accept ing 

gift s f rom  rest aurant  owners t han (5)  ____ on t rain t im et ables and m enus. He also 

said he had t o sell drugs t o m ake ends m eet  (6)  ____ on t he road. 

Lonely Planet 's publisher is unhappy (7)  ____ Kohnst am m Õs claim s t hat  m any  

guidebook  writers do not  check t heir facts because t hey  have t o f inish t heir book  

before they " (8)  ____ up credit  card debt s" . This seem s to cont radict  t he com pany  

website, which says:  ÒAll Lonely Planet  guidebooks are t he result  of on- t he-ground 

research and (9)  ____ from  t he collect ive knowledge of a global t ravel 

com m unit yÉ .I f  it 's in t he guidebook  our  aut hors have been (10)  ____.Ó Ot her  

Lonely  Planet  wr iters support  Kohnstam m . Br itainÕs Telegraph newspaper reported 

an e-m ail from  Jeanne Oliver , writer of t he guides to France, Germ any and Croat ia,  

who said:  "You are (11)  ____ aut hors t o cut  corners É  or t o help f inance t he book  

out  of their own (12)  ____."  Lonely Planet  said it  had rev iewed Kohnstam m 's 

guidebooks but  did not  find any inaccuracies in t hem . 

Pu t  t h e co r r ect  w o r d s fr om  t h e  t ab le  be lo w  i n  t h e abo v e a r t i c le . 

1. (a)  clam s (b)  clam ps (c)  claim  (d)  claim s 

2. (a)  freelance (b)  freebie ( c)  freed (d)  freely 

3. (a)  accountant  (b)  account  ( c)  accounts (d)  count  

4. (a)  down (b)  in ( c)  up (d)  out  

5. (a)  checker (b)  checked (c)  check ing (d)  checks 

6. (a)  dur ing (b)  while ( c)  between (d)  along 

7. (a)  to (b)  in ( c)  for (d)  at  

8. (a)  run (b)  jog ( c)  spr int  (d)  walk 

9. (a)  sketch (b)  draw (c)  paint  (d)  doodle 

10. (a)  in (b)  going ( c)  to (d)  there 

11. (a)  beggar (b)  begs ( c)  begging (d)  begged 

12. (a)  pocket  (b)  collar ( c)  cuff (d)  lapel 
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W RI TI NG:   

Write about  t ravel for 10 m inut es. Correct  your part nerÕs paper. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCAB ULARY EXTENSI ON:  Choose several of the words from  the 
text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another search engine)  to 
build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the Internet  and find out  about the Lonely Planet 
com pany. Share what  you discover with your partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3 . ON THE GROUN D:  Make a poster about  the rules that  guidebook 
writers m ust  follow while doing their on- the-ground research. Show your 
work to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Did you all have sim ilar things? 

4 . I NACCURACY :  Write a m agazine art icle about a holiday that  went 
horribly wrong because of wrong inform at ion in a t ravel guide. I nclude 
im aginary interviews with the tourist  whose holiday was ruined and the 
t ravel writer who lied in the book. 

Read what  you wrote to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Write down any 
new words and expressions you hear from  your partner(s) . 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to the Lonely Planet  t ravel guide com pany. Give 
them three pieces of advice on what they should do to ensure their books 
contain accurate inform at ion. Ask them  three quest ions about  their t ravel 
writers. Read your let ter to your partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your 
partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. 

6 . DI AR Y /  JOURNAL :  I m agine you are a t ravel writer in a count ry of 
your choice. Write your diary /  journal ent ry for one day on the road. Read 
your ent ry to your classm ates in the next  lesson. 
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ANSW ERS 

TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. F c. T d. T e. F f. T g. F h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

1. rocked a. stunned 

2 revealed b. told 

3. freelance c. independent   

4. chick ( informa l slang)  d. woma n  

5. ma ke ends m eet  e. surv ive  

6. cont radict  f. go against   

7. collect ive g.  shared  

8. finance h. pay for  

9. out  of  their  own pocket  i. t hem selves  

10. inaccuracies j . mi st akes  

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. rocked by claim s  a. of poor research 

2 Ôrevealed allÕ in  b. a book of his own  

3. he tells a Ôwarts and allÕ  c. account  of his three years  

4. I  got  t he inform at ion from a  d. chick I  was dat ing  

5. he had t o sell drugs to ma ke ends  e. me et  while on t he road  

6. guidebook writers do not  check  f. t heir  facts  

7. run up  g.  credit  card debts  

8. the collect ive knowledge of a  h. global t ravel comm unit y  

9. begging aut hors t o cut   i. corners  

10. finance t he book out  of t heir  own  j . pocket   

GAP FI LL:  

Lo n e ly  Pl an et  t r av el  g u id e i n  f r au d  scan d al  
The Lonely Planet tr avel guide company has been r o ck ed  by claims of poor research and low pay. Auth or Thomas 
Kohnsta m m, write r of nearly  a d o zen  Lonely Planet guides, has Ôrevealed allÕ in a book of his own  about life as a 
freelance tr avel wr ite r. I n ÒDo Travel Write rs Go To Hell?Ó he te lls a Ôwa rts  and allÕ acco u n t  of his th ree years in  
South  America.  He confesses th at  he made up l ar g e parts  of th e Lonely Planet book on Brazil and didnÕt even v is i t  
Colombia. "They didn't pay me enough to  go Colombia,"  he said. He revealed:  ÒI  wr ote  th e book in San Francisco. I  
got th e informati on from a chick I  wa s d a t in g  -  an inte rn in th e Colombian consulate .Ó He claims he spent m ore 
ti me chasing wo men and acce p t in g  gifts  from resta urant own ers th an checking on t rain ti meta bles and menus. He 
also said he had to  sell drugs to  make ends m eet  wh ile on th e road. 

Lonely Planet' s publisher is u n h ap p y  at Kohnsta m mÕs claim s th at  many guidebook wr ite rs do not check th eir fact s 
because th ey have to  f inish th eir book before th ey "run up credit card d eb t s". This seems to  contr adict th e 
company we bsite , wh ich says:  ÒAll Lonely Planet guidebooks are th e result of on- th e-ground research and d r a w  
from th e collecti ve knowl edge of a global tr avel co m m u n i t y É.I f it' s in th e guidebook our au t h o r s have been 
th ere.Ó Oth er Lonely Planet wr ite rs support Kohnsta mm. Brita inÕs Telegraph newspaper reporte d an e-mail from  
Jeanne Oliver, wr ite r of th e guides t o France, Germany and Croati a, who said:  "You are begging auth ors to  cu t  
corners É or to  help f inance th e book out of th eir own  p o ck et ."  Lonely Planet said it had rev iewe d Kohnsta mm's 
guidebooks but did not f in d  any inaccuracies in th em. 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - d 2 - a 3 - b 4 - c 5 - c 6 - b 7 - d 8 - a 9 - b 10 - d 11 - c 12 - a 
 


