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THE ARTI CLE 

Sensit ive U.S. m ilitary item s are frequent ly for sale on eBay, according to 

a new report  from  the Am erican governm ent . Many of the item s are in 

perfect  working order and could be used against  Am erican t roops by it s 

enem ies. Invest igators working undercover discovered thousands of 

stolen pieces of army equipm ent  that  should never have left  m ilitary 

hands. These included super high- tech night  v ision goggles that  were 

specially m ade to spot  U.S. t roops in a war zone. Other item s included 

com ponents for F-14 fighter jets and arm y com bat  uniform s. The report  

said these item s could have been "used direct ly against  our t roops and 

alliesÓ. I ndeed, I raqi fighters wore stolen U.S. arm y uniform s in January 

2007 when they sneaked into a US base in I raq and killed five Am erican 

soldiers.  

EBay said it  was doing it s best  to prevent  the sale of banned and sensit ive 

m ilitary item s. A senior public relat ions officer Kim Rubey told reporters 

that  the online auct ion site had 113 m illion item s listed for sale, and it  

was easy for stolen item s to slip through the net . EBayÕs Vice President 

Todd Cohen said the com pany does it s utm ost to prevent the sale of 

item s that  could put  U.S. t roops in harm Õs way:  "We created prohibited 

and rest r icted item s policies and built  tools using state-of- the-art  

technology to enforce those policies,"  he said. The U.S. Arm y admit ted 

m ost  of the item s were stolen from its own military buildings. A high-

ranking spokeswom an Sarah H. Finnicum called the ongoing theft , 

"property accountabilit y  and visibilit y challenges". 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . MI LI TAR Y EQUI PMENT:  Walk around the class and talk to other st udent s 
about  m ilitary equipm ent .  Change par tners often.  Aft er  you f in ish,  sit  with your  orig inal 
part ner( s)  and share what  you found out . 

2 . CHAT :  I n pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the ar t icle are 
m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  bor ing. 

 sensitive / troops / enemies / investigators / night vision / war zone / uniforms / 
doing your best / online auction / slip through the net / state of the art tools / theft 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3 . HEAD LI NE PREDI CTI ON:  With your par tner(s) ,  use the words in the ÒChatÓ 
act iv it y  above to predict  what  the news art icle w ill be about .  Once you have your st ory,  
change partners and share them . Who was closest  to the real story? 

4 . EBAY  ADJECTI VES:  Decide on 6 student  possessions t o put  in t he table.  
Auct ion them  to the class. Pairs or groups of st udents use adj ect ives that  describe the it em s 
instead of m oney t o b id for them . The winning bid is the team  who holds up t he m ost  
adject ives to describe each it em . 

I t em s f o r  au ct io n  Ad j ect iv es 

1.  
2.  
3.  
4.  
5.  
6.  

5 . AU CTI ON :  Spend one m inute writ ing down all of the different  words you associate 
with the word Ôauct ionÕ. Share your words w ith your par tner(s)  and talk  about  t hem . 
Together,  put  the words into d ifferent  categories. 

6 . QUI CK DEBAT E:  Students A st r o n g ly  believe t hat  people should go t o prison 
for  buying sensit ive m ilitary  equipm ent  online;  Students B st r o n g l y  believe itÕs not  the 
average personÕs fault  if t hey buy som ething t hey see on eBay, sensit ive or not .  Change 
part ners again and talk  about  your roles and conversat ions. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  these sentences 
are t rue ( T)  or false (F) :  

a. The U.S. Arm y is raising m oney by selling it s used equipm ent  online. T /  F 

b. Night -v ision goggles t hat  could endanger U.S. t roops were on eBay . T /  F 

c. F-14 fighter jet s are also for sale on eBay. T /  F 

d. I raqi fighters used stolen Arm y uniform s to k ill U.S. soldiers. T /  F 

e. eBay has 113 m illion item s for sale on it s online auct ion websit e. T /  F 

f.  eBay said it  was alm ost  im possible for st olen item s to be sold online. T /  F 

g. Most  of  t he m ilit ary equipm ent  on eBay was st olen from  Arm y bases. T /  F 

h. An Arm y spokeswom an descr ibed t heft  as being inv isible challenges. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. frequent ly a. fight ing 

2 undercover b. cont inual 

3. com ponents c. crept  

4. com bat  d. banned 

5. sneaked e. rout inely 

6. prevent  f. best  

7. utm ost  g. secret ly 

8. prohibited h. acknow ledged 

9. adm it t ed i. part s 

10. ongoing j. stop 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle ( som et im es more 
than one com binat ion is possib le) :  

1. U.S.  m ilitary it em s are frequent ly  for  a. working order 

2 Many of the it em s are in per fect   b. technology 

3. equipm ent  that  should never have  c. US base in I raq 

4. specially  m ade to spot   d. slip through the net  

5. they sneaked into a  e. left  m ilitary hands 

6. prevent  the sale of banned and  f. to prevent  t he sale 

7. it  was easy for st olen item s to  g. U.S.  t roops in a war zone 

8. the com pany does its utm ost   h. visib ilit y challenges 

9. tools using state-of- the-art   i. sale on eBay 

10. propert y accountability  and  j. sensit ive m ilitary it em s 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Sensit ive U.S. m ilitary it em s are frequent ly for  __________ on eBay,  

according to a new report  from  the Am er ican governm ent .  Many of the 

it em s are in __________ working order and could be used against  

Am erican t roops by it s enem ies.  I nvest igators work ing undercover 

discovered thousands of st olen pieces of arm y equipm ent  that  

__________ never have left  m ilitary  hands.  These included super high-

tech night  __________ goggles that  were specially  m ade to 

__________ U.S.  t roops in a war zone.  Other  item s included  

com ponents for  F- 14 fighter  j et s and arm y com bat  uniform s.  The report  

said these it em s could have been "used __________ against  our  t roops 

and __________Ó. I ndeed, I raqi fighters wore stolen U.S. arm y  

uniform s in January 2007 when they __________ into a US base in  

I raq and killed five Am er ican soldiers. 

  

  

vision 

allies 

perfect 

sneaked 

spot 

sale 

directly 

should 

 

EBay said it  was doing it s __________ to prevent  the sale of banned 

and sensit ive m ilitary  item s.  A senior  public __________ officer  Kim  

Rubey told reporters that  t he online auct ion sit e had 113 m illion it em s 

list ed for  sale, and it  was easy for  stolen it em s to __________ through  

the net . EBayÕs Vice President  Todd Cohen said the com pany does it s 

__________ to prevent  t he sale of it em s that  could put  U.S. t roops in  

__________ way:  "We created prohibit ed and rest r ict ed it em s policies 

and built  t ools using state-of- t he-__________ t echnology to enforce 

those policies, "  he said.  The U.S.  Arm y adm it t ed m ost  of the it em s 

were stolen from  it s own m ilitary build ings. A high- rank ing  

spokeswom an Sarah H.  Finnicum  called t he ongoing __________,  

"propert y accountabilit y and visib ilit y __________ " . 

  

theft 

 slip 

harm’s 

relations 

challenges 

best 

art 

utmost 
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LI STENI NG:   List en  an d  f i l l  in  t h e sp aces. 

Sensit ive U.S. m ilitary  it em s _____________________ on eBay, according t o a 

new report  f rom  t he Am er ican governm ent . Many of t he it em s 

_____________________ and could be used against  Am er ican t roops by it s 

enem ies. I nvest igat ors work ing undercover  discovered t housands of st olen pieces 

of  arm y equipm ent  t hat  should never  _____________________. These included 

super high- tech night  v ision goggles that  were _____________________ U.S. 

t roops in a war zone. Ot her item s included com ponent s for F-14 f ight er jet s and 

arm y com bat  uniform s. The report  said t hese item s could have been "used direct ly  

________________________Ó. I ndeed, I raqi f ight ers wore st olen U.S. arm y 

uniform s in January 2007 _____________________ US base in I raq and k illed f ive 

Am erican soldiers.  

EBay said it  was _____________________ t he sale of  banned and sensit ive 

m ilit ary item s. A senior public relat ions of ficer Kim  Rubey told reporters t hat  t he 

online auct ion site had 113 m illion it em s listed for sale, and it  was easy  for st olen 

item s t o _____________________. EBayÕs Vice President  Todd Cohen said t he 

com pany _____________________ t he sale of it em s t hat  could put  U.S. t roops in 

harm Õs way :  "We created prohibit ed and rest r icted it em s policies and built  t ools 

using _____________________ t o enforce those policies,"  he said.  The U.S. Arm y 

adm it t ed m ost  of t he item s were stolen from  it s own m ilitary buildings. 

_____________________ Sarah H. Finnicum  called t he ongoing t heft , " property  

account abilit y  _____________________ " .  
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to find 
collocates, other m eanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôm i l i t ar y Õ and Ôeq u ip m en t Õ. 

m i l i t ar y  eq u ip m en t  

  

  

  

  

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ONS:  Look back at  the art icle and write down 
som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this exercise. 
Check your answers. Talk about the words from  the act iv it y. Were they new, 
interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULAR Y:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n groups, 
pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their m eanings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your partner, t ry 
to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ frequent ly 
¥ perfect  
¥ undercover 
¥ spot  
¥ com ponents 
¥ sneaked 

¥ best  
¥ net  
¥ in harm Õs way 
¥ art  
¥ adm it ted 
¥ challenges 
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STUDENT EBAY SURVEY 

Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  eBay in t he table. Do t his in pairs.  Each st udent  m ust  
wr ite t he quest ions on his /  her own paper .  

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 

  

   

Q.2. 

  

   

Q.3. 

  

   

Q.4. 

  

   

Q.5. 

  

   

¥ Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you found 
out . Change part ners often. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 

b)  What  springs to m ind when you hear the word ÔeBayÕ? 

c)  Do you think this art icle would m ake Am ericans worry a lot? 

d)  Would you buy a piece of sensit ive m ilitary equipment if it  was cheap? 

e)  How em barrassing is this news to the U.S. m ilitary? 

f)  Who do you think m ight  buy com ponents for an F-14 fighter jet? 

g)  How do you think U.S. t roops m ight  feel knowing their enemy could 
have high- tech U.S. equipm ent  bought  on eBay? 

h)  Have you ever bought  anything on eBay? 

i)  Do you think Am ericaÕs enem ies will now start  looking on eBay for 
m ilitary equipm ent? 

j )  What  should happen to people caught selling m ilitary equipm ent  online? 

U.S. military equipment on sale on eBay  -  12th April, 2008 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 

b)  Do you think eBay is doing it s best  to prevent  the sale of m ilitary 
equipm ent? 

c)  Should governments keep a t ighter check on online sales? 

d)  Should eBay be t ight ly cont rolled as part  of the war on terror? 

e)  Do you think eBayÕs Òstate-of- the-artÓ technology is good enough? 

f)  What  other dangerous item s m ight  be sold on eBay? 

g)  What  things would you like to t ry and sell on eBay? 

h)  What  are Òproperty accountabilit y  and visibility  challengesÓ? 

i)  What  quest ions would you like to ask Sarah H. Finnicum ? 

j )  Did you like this discussion? 
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LANGUAGE 

Sensit ive U.S. m ilitary it em s are (1)  ____ for sale on eBay, according t o a new 

report  f rom  t he Am erican governm ent . Many of t he item s are (2)  ____ perfect  

work ing order and could be used against  Am er ican t roops by it s enem ies. 

I nvest igat ors work ing (3)  ____ discovered t housands of  st olen pieces of  arm y  

equipm ent  t hat  should never have lef t  m ilitary (4)  ____. These included super  

high- tech night  v ision goggles t hat  were (5)  ____ m ade t o spot  U.S. t roops in a war  

zone. Ot her it em s included com ponent s for F-14 fighter j et s and arm y com bat  

uniform s. The report  said t hese item s could have been "used direct ly against  our  

t roops and alliesÓ. I ndeed, I raqi f ighters wore stolen U.S. arm y uniform s in January  

2007 when t hey (6)  ____ int o a US base in I raq and k illed f ive Am er ican soldiers.  

EBay said it  was doing it s best  t o (7)  ____ the sale of banned and sensit ive m ilitary  

item s. A senior public relat ions off icer Kim  Rubey t old reporters t hat  t he online 

auct ion sit e had 113 m illion item s listed for sale, and it  was easy for st olen it em s t o 

slip (8)  ____ the net . EBayÕs Vice President  Todd Cohen said t he com pany does it s 

(9)  ____ to prevent  t he sale of  it em s t hat  could put  U.S. t roops in (10)  ____  way :  

"We created prohibited and rest r icted item s policies and built  tools using stat e-of-

the- (11)  ____ t echnology  t o enforce t hose policies,"  he said.  The U.S. Arm y 

adm it t ed m ost  of  t he item s were st olen from  it s own m ilit ary buildings. A high-

rank ing spokeswom an Sarah H. Finnicum  called (12)  ____ ongoing t heft , " property  

account abilit y  and visibilit y  challenges" . 

Pu t  t h e co r r ect  w o r d s fr om  t h e  t ab le  be lo w  i n  t h e abo v e a r t i c le . 

1. (a)  frequency (b)  frequented ( c)  frequent  (d)  frequent ly 

2. (a)  by (b)  on ( c)  in (d)  with 

3. (a)  understand (b)  undercover ( c)  underage (d)  underpant s 

4. (a)  hands (b)  palm s (c)  fingers (d)  thum bs 

5. (a)  exact ly (b)  part icular ( c)  specially (d)  for 

6. (a)  st roked (b)  soaked (c)  staked (d)  sneaked 

7. (a)  prevail ( b)  prevent  ( c)  prev ious (d)  prev iew 

8. (a)  through (b)  over ( c)  on (d)  in 

9. (a)  ut t erly (b)  utm ost  ( c)  ut ilit y (d)  utopia 

10. (a)  alarm Õs (b)  alarm s (c)  harm Õs (d)  harm s 

11. (a)  art  (b)  hobby ( c)  design (d)  concept  

12. (a)  them  (b)  an ( c)  a (d)  the 
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W RI TI NG:   

Write about  eBay for 10 m inutes.  Correct  your part nerÕs paper. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCAB ULARY EXTENSI ON:  Choose several of the words from  the 
text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another search engine)  to 
build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find out  about the sale of U.S. 
m ilitary item s on eBay. Share what  you discover with your partner(s)  in the 
next  lesson. 

3 . AUCTI ON  RULES:  Make a poster showing the rules for online auct ion 
sites like eBay Ð for sellers and buyers. Show your work to your classm ates 
in the next  lesson. Did you all have sim ilar things? 

4 . EBAY :  Write a m agazine art icle about  stolen m ilitary item s that  were 
sold on eBay and then used against  the arm y they were stolen from . I nclude 
im aginary interviews with a soldier who suffered and an eBay 
representat ive. 

Read what  you wrote to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Write down any 
new words and expressions you hear from  your partner(s) . 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to eBayÕs Vice President . Ask him three 
quest ions about his com pany. Give him  three pieces of advice on what he 
should do to ensure no m ore sensit ive m ilitary equipm ent is sold on his site. 
Read your let ter to your partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will 
answer your quest ions. 

6 . DI AR Y /  JOURN AL :  I m agine you are an undercover invest igator 
t ry ing to f ind out  how m uch sensit ive m ilitary equipm ent  there is on eBay. 
Write your diary /  journal ent ry for one day of your undercover working 
week. Be sure to write about  a huge success. Read your ent ry to your 
classm ates in the next  lesson. 
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ANSW ERS 

TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. T c. F d. T e. T f. F g. T h.  F 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

1. frequent ly a. rout inely 

2 undercover b. secret ly 

3. comp onents c. parts  

4. comb at  d. fight ing  

5. sneaked e. crept   

6. prevent  f. stop  

7. utm ost  g. best   

8. prohibited h. banned  

9. adm it ted i. acknowledged  

10. ongoing j. cont inual  

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. U.S. mi lit ary  it em s are frequent ly for   a. sale on eBay 

2 Many of t he it em s are in perfect   b. working order  

3. equipme nt  that  should never have  c. left  m ilit ary hands 

4. specially  m ade t o spot   d. U.S. t roops in a war zone  

5. they sneaked int o a  e. US base in I raq  

6. prevent  the sale of banned and  f. sensit ive mi lit ary it em s 

7. it  was easy for stolen it ems  t o  g. slip through the net  

8. the comp any does it s ut mo st   h. t o prevent  the sale  

9. tools using state- of- t he-art   i. t echnology   

10. property accountabilit y and  j. visibil it y challenges  

GAP FI LL:  

U.S. m i l i t a r y  eq u ip m en t  on  sal e on  eBay  
Sensiti ve U.S. m ilita ry ite ms are frequentl y  for sa le  on eBay, according to  a new report from th e American 
government. Many of th e ite ms are in p er f ect  wo rk ing order and could be used against American tr oops by its  
enem ies. I nvesti gato rs wo rk ing undercover discovered th ousands of sto len pieces of army equipment th at sh o u ld  
never have left m ilita ry hands. These included super high-te ch night v is io n  goggles th at we re specially  made to  
sp o t  U.S. tr oops in a wa r zone. Oth er ite ms included components  for F-14 f ighte r jets  and army combat un iforms.  
The report said th ese ite ms could have been "used d i r ect l y  against our tr oops and a l l iesÓ. I ndeed, I raqi f ighte rs 
wo re sto len U.S. army uniforms in January 2007 wh en t hey sn eak ed  into  a US base in I raq and k illed f ive 
American soldiers. 

EBay said it wa s doing it s b est  to  prevent th e sale of banned and sensiti ve m ilita ry ite ms. A senior public 
r e la t io n s off icer Kim  Rubey to ld reporte rs th at th e online aucti on site  had 113 m ill ion ite m s liste d for sale, and it  
wa s easy for st olen ite m s to  s l ip  th rough th e net. EBayÕs Vice President Todd Cohen said th e company does it s 
u t m o st  to  prevent th e sale of ite ms th at could put U.S. tr oops in h ar m Õs wa y:  "We create d prohibite d and 
restr icte d ite m s policies and built to ols using sta te - of- th e- ar t  te chnology to  enforce th ose policies, "  he said. The 
U.S. Army adm itte d most of th e ite ms we re sto len from it s own  m ilita ry buildings. A high- ranking spokeswo man 
Sarah H. Finnicum called th e ongoing t h ef t , "property  accounta bility  and v isibility  ch al len g es ". 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - d 2 - c 3 - b 4 - a 5 - c 6 - d 7 - b 8 - a 9 - b 10 - c 11 - a 12 - d 
 


