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THE ARTI CLE 

The European Union has given the go ahead for airplane passengers to 

use their cell phones in the skies over Europe start ing later this year. This 

green light  for m obile phones gives air t ravelers greater connect iv ity than 

ever before. People will now be able to keep in touch with those on the 

ground while 10,000 m et res in the air. Business t ravelers in part icular will 

benefit  from staying in contact  with clients, colleagues and m anagers. 

Europe becom es the first  region in the world to lift  the ban on using 

phones on planes. EU officials st ressed the use of m obiles on planes will 

not  in any way affect  safety. The phone service will be disabled during 

takeoff and landing and the captain will have the power to turn the 

system off at  any t im e. This falls in line with the current  rules on using 

laptop com puters or music players on flights. 

Not  everyone is happy at  the prospect  of an airplane full of m obile phone 

chat ter. The fr iendly skies m ight  now be a place where tem pers becom e 

thin if passengers do not  respect  others. The EU has urged air lines to put  

in place flight  et iquet te rules to m ake sure passengers who want  peace 

and quiet  are not  disturbed. This could include having to put  phones on 

silent , encouraging text  messaging instead of voice calls or banning calls 

on night  f lights. The EU telecom s comm issioner Viv iane Reding said:  " I  

call on air lines to create the right  condit ions on board aircraft  to ensure 

that  those who want  to use in- flight  com m unicat ion services do not  

disturb other passengers."  She also warned air lines against  charging high 

prices for m id-air calls. " I f consum ers receive shock phone bills, the 

service will not  take off, she said. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . MO BI LE PHONES:  Walk around the class and talk t o other  students about  
m obile phones.  Change part ners oft en.  Aft er  you finish,  sit  w it h your or iginal partner( s)  and 
share what  you found out . 

2 . CHAT :  I n pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the ar t icle are 
m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  bor ing. 

 giving the go ahead /  cell phones /  connect ivit y  /  take off /  laptop com puters /   
chat t er /  t em pers /  et iquet te /  t ext  m essaging /  do not  disturb /  phone bills 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3 . FLI GHT ETI QUETTE:  What  would you do if  the th ings in the table happened 
on an airplane? Talk  about  th is w ith your  partner(s) .  Change par tners and share your ideas. 

Th i n g s W h at  I  w o u ld  d o  i f  É.  i s  É.  

som eone talking loudly  non stop on their  m obile phone  
som eone sleeping on your shoulder  snoring into your ear  
som eone drunk t rying to talk  t o you  
som eone who takes over your  leg space  
som eone wit h children who scream  and cry non stop  
som eone who get s out  of their  seat  every 20 m inutes  

4 . PHONES:  What  funct ions would you like a m obile phone t o have? Talk  about  the 
things in the table with your  par tner(s) .  Rank t hem  from  10 (highly  im portant )  to 1 ( t otally  
unnecessary) .  Change part ners and share your ideas. 

¥ text  m essaging 
¥ I nternet  
¥ cam era 
¥ satellite nav igat ion 

¥ m p3 player 
¥ English dict ionary 
¥ shows date and t im e 
¥ shows current  t em perature 

5 . RECESSI ON:  Spend one m inute writ ing down all of the different  words you 
associate with the word ÔrecessionÕ.  Share your words with your part ner( s)  and talk about  
them . Together,  put  the words into different  categories. 

6 . QUI CK DEBAT E:  Students A st r o n g ly  believe that  m obile phone calls should 
never be allowed on airplanes;  Students B st r on g ly  believe itÕs our  right  to m ake calls in  
m id air.  Change partners again and talk  about  your  roles and conversat ions. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  these sentences 
are t rue ( T)  or false (F) :  

a. Passengers can soon m ake m obile phone calls over European skies. T /  F 

b. There w ill be a special green light  on phones t hat  use t his serv ice. T /  F 

c. Europe is t he second region in t he world t o lift  t he ban on m id-air calls. T /  F 

d. People will not  be able to use t heir phone during take off and landing. T /  F 

e. All air passengers are happy t hat  t hey  can use t heir m obiles. T /  F 

f.  There is a law t hat  says phones m ust  be kept  on silent . T /  F 

g. A telecom  off icial asked passengers not  t o dist urb phone callers. T /  F 

h. I t  is likely t hat  m id-air calls w ill be cheaper than t hose m ade on land. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. given t he go ahead a. conversat ion 

2 keep in touch b. em phasized 

3. st ressed c. m ake certain 

4. disabled d. m aintain contact  

5. power e. encouraged 

6. chat t er f.  be successful 

7. urged g. okayed 

8. banning h. deact ivated 

9. ensure i.  author it y 

10. take off j .  prohibit ing 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle ( som et im es more 
than one com binat ion is possib le) :  

1. given t he go  a. ever  before 

2 greater connect ivity  than  b. way affect  safet y 

3. the first  region in the world t o lift  t he  c. instead of voice calls 

4. m obiles on planes w ill not  in any  d. full of m obile phone chat ter 

5. This falls in  e. for m id-air  calls 

6. the prospect  of an airp lane  f.  place f light  et iquet t e 

7. a place where t em pers  g. line with the current  rules 

8. urged airlines to put  in  h. ahead 

9. encouraging t ext  m essaging  i.  becom e thin 

10. charging high prices  j .  ban on using phones 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

The European Union has given the go __________ for airplane 

passengers t o use t heir cell phones in the __________ over Europe 

start ing later  t his year.  This green light  for  m obile phones gives air  

t ravelers greater  connect ivit y than __________ before. People w ill now 

be able to keep in t ouch with those on t he ground __________ 10,000  

m et res in the air.  Business t ravelers in __________ w ill benefit  from  

staying in contact  w ith clients, colleagues and m anagers. Europe 

becom es t he f irst  region in the wor ld to __________ the ban on using  

phones on planes.  EU officials st ressed the use of m obiles on planes will  

not  in any __________ affect  safet y. The phone serv ice will be disabled  

dur ing takeoff and landing and t he captain will have the power to t urn  

the system  off at  any t im e.  This falls in __________ wit h t he current  

ru les on using laptop com puters or  m usic p layers on f light s. 

  

  

while 

lift  

sk ies 

part icular 

ever 

line 

ahead 

way 

 

Not  everyone is happy at  the __________ of an airplane full of m obile 

phone chat ter.  The fr iendly  sk ies m ight  now be a place where t em pers 

becom e __________ if  passengers do not  respect  others. The EU has 

urged airlines t o put  in place flight  __________ rules to m ake sure 

passengers who want  peace and __________ are not  dist urbed.  This 

could include having to put  phones on silent ,  encouraging t ext  

m essaging instead of voice calls or __________ calls on night  flights.  

The EU telecom s com m issioner Viviane Reding said:  " I  call on airlines 

to create t he __________ condit ions on board aircraft  to ensure that  

those who want  t o use in- flight  com m unicat ion serv ices do not  

__________ other passengers."  She also warned air lines against  

charging high prices for  m id-air calls. " I f  consum ers receive 

__________ phone bills,  the service will not  take off,  she said. 

  

disturb 

 r ight  

thin 

quiet  

shock 

prospect  

banning 

et iquet te 
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LI STENI NG:   List en  an d  f i l l  in  t h e sp aces. 

The European Union has ______________________ airplane passengers t o use 

their  cell phones in t he skies over  Europe start ing later  t his year . This green light  

for m obile phones gives air t ravelers ______________________ ever before.  

People will now be able t o keep in t ouch wit h ______________________ 10,000 

m et res in t he air.  Business t ravelers in part icular w ill benef it  f rom  st ay ing in cont act  

wit h client s, colleagues and m anagers.  Europe ______________________ t he 

world t o lift  t he ban on using phones on planes. EU officials st ressed t he use of  

m obiles on planes ______________________ affect  safety. The phone service w ill 

be disabled during takeoff and landing and the captain will have t he power to t urn 

the syst em  off at  any t im e. This ______________________ current  rules on using 

lapt op com puters or m usic players on f light s. 

Not  everyone is ______________________ an airplane full of  m obile phone 

chat ter .  The fr iendly sk ies m ight  now be a place where ______________________ 

passengers do not  respect  ot hers. The EU has urged air lines to put  in place flight  

et iquet te rules t o m ake sure passengers ______________________ are not  

dist urbed. This could include having t o put  phones on silent , encouraging t ext  

m essaging ______________________ banning calls on night  flight s. The EU 

telecom s com m issioner Viv iane Reding said:  " I  call on air lines t o creat e t he r ight  

condit ions ______________________ ensure t hat  t hose who want  t o use in- flight  

com m unicat ion serv ices do not  dist urb ot her passengers."  She also warned air lines 

against  charging high prices for  m id-air calls. " I f consum ers receive shock phone 

bills, t he ______________________, she said. 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to find 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words Ôm ob i leÕ 
and Ôp h on eÕ. 

m ob i le p h on e 

  

  

  

  

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ONS:  Look back at  the art icle and write down 
som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this exercise. 
Check your answers. Talk about the words from  the act iv it y. Were they new, 
interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULAR Y:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n groups, 
pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their m eanings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your partner, t ry 
to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ ahead 
¥ green 
¥ touch  
¥ lift  
¥ way  
¥ line 

¥ prospect  
¥ thin 
¥ quiet  
¥ voice 
¥ disturb 
¥ shock  
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STUDENT MOBI LE PH ONE SURVEY 

Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  m obile phones in t he t able. Do t his in pairs. Each 
st udent  m ust  writ e t he quest ions on his /  her own paper . 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________  

STUDENT 2 

_____________  

STUDENT 3 

_____________  

Q.1. 

  

   

Q.2. 

  

   

Q.3. 

  

   

Q.4. 

  

   

Q.5. 

  

   

¥ Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you found 
out . Change part ners often. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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RECESSI ON DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 

b)  What  springs to m ind when you hear the word Ôm obile phoneÕ? 

c)  Do you think this art icle brings good news or bad news? 

d)  Do you think you would use your m obile phone on an airplane? 

e)  Will the new rule m ake fly ing bet ter? 

f)  DonÕt  you think itÕs silly  that  m obile phone calls are banned on 
airplanes? 

g)  Do you need to take your m obile phone everywhere you go? 

h)  Do you think other regions will follow the EU in lif t ing the ban on m obile 
phones? 

i)  What  are the pros and cons of m id-air phone calls? 

j )  Do you think this service should only be available in business and first  
class? 
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RECESSI ON DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 

b)  What  do you think of m obile phone chatter? 

c)  What  do you think of the term  Ôthe fr iendly skiesÕ? Are they fr iendly? 

d)  Do other peopleÕs m obile phones ever make your tem per becom e thin? 

e)  Do you always respect  people around you when you use your m obile 
phone? 

f)  What  f light  et iquet te rules do you think are necessary? 

g)  What  things disturb you while you are on an airplane? 

h)  Would you m ake m id-air calls if the costs were double the usual cost? 

i)  What  quest ions would you like to ask Viv iane Reding? 

j )  Did you like this discussion? 
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LANGUAGE 

The European Union has given t he go (1)  ____ for airplane passengers t o use t heir  

cell phones in t he skies over Europe st art ing later t his year. This (2)  ____ light  for  

m obile phones gives air t ravelers great er connect iv it y  t han ever before. People will 

now be able t o keep (3)  ____ t ouch wit h t hose on t he ground while 10,000 m et res 

in t he air. Business t ravelers in (4)  ____ will benefit  f rom  st ay ing in contact  wit h 

client s, colleagues and m anagers.  Europe becom es t he f irst  region in t he wor ld t o 

(5)  ____ t he ban on using phones on planes. EU officials st ressed t he use of  

m obiles on planes w ill not  in any  way af fect  safet y. The phone service w ill be 

disabled dur ing t akeoff  and landing and t he capt ain w ill have t he power t o t urn t he 

system  off at  any t im e. This falls in (6)  ____ wit h t he current  rules on using lapt op 

com puters or m usic players on flights. 

Not  everyone is happy  at  t he prospect  (7)  ____ an airplane full of m obile phone 

chat ter . The fr iendly sk ies m ight  now be a place where tem pers becom e (8)  ____ if  

passengers do not  respect  ot hers. The EU has urged air lines to put  in place flight  

et iquet te rules t o m ake sure passengers who want  peace and quiet  are not  

dist urbed. This could include (9)  ____ to put  phones on silent , encouraging t ext  

m essaging (10)  ____ of voice calls or banning calls on night  f light s. The EU 

telecom s com m issioner Viv iane Reding said:  " I  call (11)  ____ air lines t o creat e the 

r ight  condit ions on board aircraft  t o ensure that  t hose who want  to use in- flight  

com m unicat ion serv ices do not  dist urb ot her passengers."  She also warned air lines 

against  charging high prices for  m id-air calls. " I f consum ers receive shock phone 

bills, t he serv ice will not  (12)  ____, she said. 

Pu t  t h e co r r ect  w o r d s fr om  t h e  t ab le  be lo w  i n  t h e abo v e a r t i c le . 

1.  (a)  again  (b)  ahead (c)  against  (d)  at tack 

2.  (a)  am ber  (b)  blue ( c)  green  (d)  red  
3.  (a)  in  (b)  on  ( c)  to (d)  as 
4.  (a)  part icularly  (b)  especially  ( c)  special (d)  part icular  
5.  (a)  elevate (b)  raise ( c)  lift  (d)  carry  
6.  (a)  line (b)  m ine ( c)  pine (d)  vine 
7.  (a)  to (b)  with  ( c)  by  (d)  of 
8.  (a)  than  (b)  thin  ( c)  then  (d)  t in  
9.  (a)  have (b)  had  ( c)  has (d)  having  
10.  (a)  except  (b)  place ( c)  instead  (d)  apart  
11.  (a)  with  (b)  on  ( c)  by  (d)  from  
12.  (a)  take off (b)  depart  ( c)  land  (d)  tax i 
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W RI TI NG:   

Write about  m obile phones for 10 m inut es. Correct  your par t nerÕs paper . 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCAB ULARY EXTENSI ON:  Choose several of the words from  the 
text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another search engine)  to 
build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find out  about  the EUÕs decision to 
allow airplane passengers to use their m obile phones on planes. Share what 
you discover with your partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3 . ETI QUETTE:  Make a poster about  the doÕs and donÕts of using m obile 
phones on airplanes. Show your work to your classm ates in the next  lesson. 
Did you all have sim ilar things? 

4 . MI D- AI R CALLS:  Write a m agazine art icle about  problem s caused by 
air lines allowing people to use m obile phones on airplanes. I nclude 
im aginary interviews with a business t raveler who needs to use his/ her 
phone for the whole flight  and a passenger who just  wants peace and quiet . 

Read what  you wrote to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Write down any 
new words and expressions you hear from  your partner(s) . 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to the EU telecom s comm issioner Viviane 
Reding. Ask her three quest ions about lif t ing the ban on m obile phones on 
airplanes. Give her three pieces of advice on what  she should do to ensure 
passengers are not  disturbed by phone chat ter. Read your let ter to your 
partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. 

6 . DI ARY /  JOURNAL :  I m agine you are a flight  at tendant  on an 
airplane. Write your diary /  journal ent ry for the first  day that  m obile phone 
calls are allowed on planes. Be sure to write about the opinions of 
passengers you talked to. Read your ent ry to your classm ates in the next  
lesson. 
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ANSW ERS 

TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. T b. F c. F d. T e. F f. F g. F h.  F 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

1. given t he go ahead a. okayed 

2 keep in touch b. ma intain contact   

3. st ressed c. emp hasized  

4. disabled d. deact ivated  

5. power e. aut hor it y  

6. chat ter f. conversat ion  

7. urged g.  encouraged  

8. banning h. prohibit ing  

9. ensure i. ma ke certain  

10. take off j . be successful  

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. given t he go  a. ahead 

2 greater  connect iv it y than  b. ever before  

3. the fir st  region in the wor ld t o lift  t he  c. ban on using phones 

4. mo biles on planes will not  in any  d. way  affect  safety  

5. This falls in  e. line with t he current  rules  

6. the prospect  of an airplane  f. full of m obile phone chat ter  

7. a place where temp ers  g.  becom e thin  

8. urged air lines t o put  in  h. place f light  et iquet te  

9. encouraging text  m essaging  i. instead of voice calls  

10. charging high pr ices  j . for  mi d- air  calls  

GAP FI LL:  

EU OKs m ob i l e p h on es on  p l an es 
The European Union has given th e go ah ead  for airplane passengers to  use th eir cell phones in th e sk ies over 
Europe sta rti ng late r th is year. This green light  for m obile phones gives air t ravelers greate r connecti v ity  th an e ve r  
before. People wi ll now be able to  keep in to uch wi th  th ose on th e ground w h i le  10, 000 met res in th e air. Business 
tr avelers in p ar t icu lar  wi ll benefit from  sta y ing in conta ct wi th  clients , colleagues and managers. Europe becomes 
th e f irst region in t he wo rld to  l i f t  th e ban on using phones on planes. EU off icials str essed th e use of mobiles on 
planes wi ll not in any w a y  affect safety . The phone serv ice wi ll be disabled during ta keoff and landing and th e 
capta in wi ll have th e powe r to  tu rn th e syste m off at any ti me. This falls in l in e wi th  th e current rules on using 
lapto p compute rs or music players on f lights . 

Not everyone is happy at th e p r o sp ect  of an airplane full of mobile phone chatte r. The fr iendly sk ies m ight now be 
a place wh ere te mpers become t h in  if passengers do not respect oth ers. The EU has urged air lines to  put in place 
f light e t iq u et t e  rules to  make sure passengers wh o wa nt peace and q u iet  are not distu rbed. This could include 
having to  put phones on silent, encouraging te xt messaging inste ad of voice calls or b an n in g  calls on night f lights . 
The EU te lecom s commissioner Viv iane Reding said:  " I  call on air l ines to  create  th e r i g h t  conditi ons on board 
aircraft to  ensure th at th ose wh o wa nt to  use in- f light communicati on serv ices do not d is t u r b  oth er passengers."  
She also wa rned air lines against charging high prices for m id-air calls. " I f  consumers receive sh o ck  phone bills, th e 
serv ice wi ll not ta ke off, she said. 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - b 2 - c 3 - a 4 - d 5 - c 6 - a 7 - d 8 - b 9 - d 10 - c 11 - b 12 - a 
 


