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THE ARTI CLE 

A beauty contest  with a difference opened in the United Arab Em irates on 

April 2nd. The Abu Dhabi Cam el Fest ival, which will be held unt il April 

10th, will see 10,000 cam els t ry ing to look their m ost beaut iful. There is 

alm ost  $10 m illion on offer in prize money as well as 100 cars for the 

lucky winners. The event  is the biggest  cam el fest ival in the Arabian Gulf 

region. Cam el owners will bring their anim als from  Saudi Arabia, Qatar,  

Bahrain, Om an and Kuwait  to com pete for the prizes. The cam els are put  

into different  categories, depending on their age and type. All cam els 

m ust  be pedigree -  from  a pure-bred origin. They m ust also be free from  

any contagious diseases or physical defects. A group of expert  cam el 

judges will choose the best  anim als in each of the categories. The 

ident it ies of the judges are a closely-guarded secret  to m ake sure the 

com pet it ion is fair.  

The fest ival is part  of efforts by Abu DhabiÕs culture and heritage authority 

to keep the t radit ions of the count ry alive. I t  also provides a financial 

boost  for the city. Fest ival organizer Sheikh Bet i said:  ÒThe econom ic 

im pact of the fest ival has already been feltÉ as local businesses are 

thriv ing thanks to theÉ part icipants from  the Gulf count ries and cam el 

owners.Ó The fest ival has led to an increase in camel prices. Sheikh Bet i, 

however, believes that  cam el owners will not  sell their Ôships of the 

desertÕ unt il after the com pet it ions. He thinks people will want  to keep 

their hopes of winning high. All cam els at  the fest ival will receive free 

m edical care, plus food and water supply. Abu Dhabi specializes in 

pedigree cam els and produced the worldÕs first  ever Òtest - tubeÓ camel. 

The city also pioneered the use of robot  cam el r iders, which have now 

replaced child jockeys. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . CAME LS:  Walk around the class and t alk  t o other  student s about  cam els. Change 
part ners oft en. After you fin ish, sit  w ith your orig inal par tner(s)  and share what  you found  
out . 

2 . CHAT :  I n pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the ar t icle are 
m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  bor ing. 

 beauty contests /  looking beaut ifu l /  prize m oney /  pedigree /  judges /  fairness /  
culture /  heritage /  f inancial boosts /  hopes of w inning /  m edical care /  j ockeys 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3 . AN I MAL  METAP HORS:  Cam els are known as Òships of the desertÓ.  Why? I s 
this a good m etaphor? Talk about  th is with your part ner( s) . Make your own m etaphors for  
the creatures below  and give your reasons for choosing them . Change part ners and share 
your m etaphors. 

Cr eat u r e Met ap h o r  Reaso n  

lion   
cockroach    
parrot    
blue whale   
frog    
ant    
horse   
crocodile   

4 . BEAU TI FUL:  Which are the m ost  beaut ifu l of these categories of anim als. Agree 
on each one with your par tner. 

¥ birds 
¥ spiders 
¥ dogs 
¥ cat s 

¥ insect s 
¥ farm  anim als 
¥ rept iles 
¥ fish and sea m am m als 

5 . BEAU TY:  Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of t he different  words you associate 
with the word ÔbeautyÕ.  Share your words w ith your part ner( s)  and talk  about  them .  
Together,  put  the words into d ifferent  categories. 

6 . QUI CK DEBAT E:  Students A st r o n g ly  believe t hat  cam els are t he m ost  
beaut iful anim als on Earth;  Students B st r on g l y  d isagree Ð they th ink anim al X is the m ost  
beaut iful.  Change par tners again and talk  about  your  roles and conversat ions. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  these sentences 
are t rue ( T)  or false (F) :  

a. A beauty pageant  for cam els is now on in t he United Arab Em irates. T /  F 

b. There is alm ost  $10 m illion available in pr ize m oney . T /  F 

c. The cont est  is for UAE cam els only . T /  F 

d. Top celebrit ies f rom  t he Gulf region decide on t he winning cam els. T /  F 

e. The cont est  loses Abu Dhabi a lot  of  m oney . T /  F 

f.  Owners were selling t heir cam els for high pr ices before t he contest . T /  F 

g. Abu Dhabi creat ed t he first  ever test - t ube cam el. T /  F 

h. Abu Dhabi use robot  j ockeys instead of children to r ide cam els. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. contest  a. developed 

2 on offer b. challenge 

3. com pete c. effect  

4. orig in d. available 

5. ident it ies e. at t em pts 

6. effor ts f.  ancest ry 

7. boost  g. pageant  

8. im pact  h. increase 

9. thriving i.  boom ing 

10. pioneered j .  nam es 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle ( som et im es m ore 
than one com binat ion is possib le) :  

1. 10,000 cam els t rying to look  a. the count ry alive 

2 There is alm ost  $10 m illion on  b. diseases 

3. com pete  c. Òtest - tubeÓ cam el 

4. free from  any contagious  d. offer  in prize m oney 

5. The ident it ies of the judges are a closely-  e. of robot  cam el riders 

6. to keep the t radit ions of  f.  their m ost  beaut iful 

7. provides a financial  g. are thriving 

8. local businesses  h. guarded secret  

9. produced the worldÕs f irst  ever   i.  boost  for  the cit y 

10. pioneered t he use  j .  for the pr izes 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

A beauty contest  with a __________ opened in the Unit ed Arab 

Em irates on Apr il 2nd.  The Abu Dhabi Cam el Fest ival,  which w ill be 

__________ unt il April 10th,  will see 10,000 cam els t ry ing t o look their  

m ost  beaut iful.  There is alm ost  $10 m illion on __________ in prize 

m oney as well as 100 cars for  t he __________ winners.  The event  is 

the biggest  cam el fest ival in the Arabian Gulf region. Cam el owners will  

bring their  anim als from  Saudi Arabia,  Qatar,  Bahrain, Om an and  

Kuwait  to __________ for  t he pr izes.  The cam els are put  into d ifferent  

categories, __________ on their age and t ype. All cam els m ust  be 

pedigree -  from  a pure-bred orig in. They m ust  also be free from  any  

contagious diseases or  __________ defects.  A group of expert  cam el 

judges w ill choose t he best  anim als in each of t he categories.  The 

__________ of the judges are a closely-guarded secret  to m ake sure 

the com pet it ion is fair.  

  

  

physical 

held 

com pete 

offer 

depending 

difference 

ident it ies 

lucky 

 

The fest ival is par t  of __________ by Abu DhabiÕs cult ure and heritage 

author it y  to keep t he t radit ions of the count ry __________.  I t  also 

provides a financial boost  for the cit y. Fest ival organizer  Sheikh Bet i  

said:  ÒThe econom ic __________ of t he fest ival has already been 

feltÉ as local businesses are t hr iv ing __________ to t heÉ part icipant s 

from  the Gulf count r ies and cam el owners.Ó The fest ival has led to an  

increase in cam el prices.  Sheikh Bet i,  however, __________ that  cam el 

owners will not  sell their  Ôships of the desertÕ unt il after  t he 

com pet it ions.  He thinks people w ill want  t o keep their hopes of w inning  

__________.  All cam els at  the fest ival will receive free m edical care,  

plus food and water  supply. Abu Dhabi __________ in pedigree cam els 

and produced the wor ldÕs first  ever Òtest - tubeÓ cam el.  The cit y  also 

__________ t he use of robot  cam el r iders,  which have now replaced  

child jockeys. 

  

high 

 pioneered 

alive 

thanks 

specializes 

effor ts 

believes 

im pact  
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LI STENI NG:   List en  an d  f i l l  in  t h e sp aces. 

A beauty  _____________________ opened in t he United Arab Em irates on Apr il 

2nd. The Abu Dhabi Cam el Fest ival, which __________________ Apr il 10t h, will 

see 10,000 cam els t ry ing to look t heir m ost  beaut iful. There is alm ost  $10 m illion 

_____________________ as well as 100 cars for t he lucky winners. The event  is 

the biggest  cam el fest ival in t he Arabian Gulf region. Cam el owners w ill br ing t heir  

anim als from  Saudi Arabia, Qat ar , Bahrain, Om an and Kuwait  to com pete for the 

pr izes. The _____________________ different  cat egor ies, depending on t heir age 

and type. All cam els m ust  be pedigree -  f rom  a pure-bred or igin.  

_____________________ from  any cont agious diseases or physical defect s. A 

group of expert  cam el j udges will choose t he best  anim als in each of  t he categor ies.  

The ident it ies of the j udges are a closely -guarded _____________________ t he 

com pet it ion is fair.  

The fest ival _____________________ Abu DhabiÕs cult ure and her itage aut hor it y  

to keep t he t radit ions of t he count ry alive. I t  also _____________________ for t he 

cit y. Fest ival organizer Sheikh Bet i said:  ÒThe econom ic im pact  of t he fest ival has 

already been feltÉ as local businesses _____________________ t heÉ part icipant s 

from  t he Gulf count r ies and cam el owners.Ó The fest ival has led t o an increase in 

cam el prices. Sheikh Bet i, however , believes t hat  cam el owners 

_____________________ Ôships of t he desertÕ unt il after t he com pet it ions. He 

thinks people w ill want  to ________________________ high. All cam els at  t he 

fest ival w ill receive free m edical care,  plus food and wat er  supply . Abu Dhabi 

specializes in pedigree cam els and produced t he wor ldÕs f irst  ever Òt est - t ubeÓ 

cam el. The cit y also pioneered t he use of robot  cam el r iders,  

_____________________ child j ockeys. 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to find 
collocates, other m eanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words Ôb eau t y Õ 
and Ôcon t est Õ. 

b eau t y  con t est  

  

  

  

  

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ONS:  Look back at  the art icle and write down 
som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this exercise. 
Check your answers. Talk about the words from  the act iv it y. Were they new, 
interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULAR Y:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n groups, 
pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their m eanings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your partner, t ry 
to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ held 
¥ t ry ing 
¥ offer 
¥ depending 
¥ physical 
¥ fair 

¥ efforts 
¥ boost  
¥ thriv ing 
¥ sell 
¥ free 
¥ pioneered 
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STUDENT BEAUTY CONTEST SURVEY 

Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  beauty contest s in t he t able. Do t his in pairs. Each 
st udent  m ust  writ e t he quest ions on his /  her own paper . 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 

  

   

Q.2. 

  

   

Q.3. 

  

   

Q.4. 

  

   

Q.5. 

  

   

¥ Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you found 
out . Change part ners often. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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CAMEL DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 

b)  What  springs to m ind when you hear the word Ôcam elÕ? 

c)  Have you heard anything about the beauty contest  in the UAE? 

d)  What  do you think about  beauty contests for cam els? 

e)  Would you like to go and see the beauty contest? 

f)  What  do you think judges look for in a beaut iful cam el? 

g)  Do you think the prize m oney is too small? 

h)  What  t reats do you think the winning cam els m ight  get  from  their 
owners? 

i)  What  other things do you think go on at  a cam el fest ival? 

j )  Would you like to be a judge at  the contest? 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

CAMEL DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 

b)  What  k inds of beauty contests are there in your count ry? 

c)  What  does your count ry do to keep it s culture and heritage alive? 

d)  Do you like the m etaphor for cam els Ð Ôships of the desertÕ? 

e)  What  contests have you entered? 

f)  Do you always keep your hopes of winning high? 

g)  Why do you think Abu Dhabi wanted to create a test - tube cam el? 

h)  Do you think robots racing cam els is a good idea? 

i)  What  quest ions would you like to ask a cam el owner at  the fest ival? 

j )  Did you like this discussion? 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

A beauty contest  w it h a (1)  ____ opened in t he United Arab Em irat es on Apr il 2nd. 
The Abu Dhabi Cam el Fest ival, which will be (2)  ____ unt il April 10t h, w ill see 
10,000 cam els t ry ing t o look  t heir  m ost  beaut iful. There is alm ost  $10 m illion      
(3)  ____ offer in pr ize m oney as well as 100 cars for t he lucky w inners. The event  
is t he biggest  cam el fest ival in t he Arabian Gulf region. Cam el owners will br ing 
their anim als from  Saudi Arabia, Qatar , Bahrain, Om an and Kuwait  to com pet e    
(4)  ____ t he pr izes. The cam els are put  into different  categor ies, depending on 
their  age and type. All cam els m ust  be pedigree -  f rom  a pure-bred or igin. They  
m ust  also be free (5)  ____ any contagious diseases or physical defect s. A group of  
expert  cam el j udges w ill choose t he best  anim als in (6)  ____ of  t he categor ies. The 
ident it ies of  t he j udges are a closely -guarded secret  t o m ake sure t he com pet it ion 
is fair .  

The fest ival is part  of (7)  ____ by Abu DhabiÕs cult ure and her itage aut hor it y t o 
keep t he t radit ions of t he count ry alive. I t  also prov ides a f inancial ( 8)  ____ for  t he 
cit y. Fest ival organizer Sheikh Bet i said:  ÒThe econom ic im pact  of t he fest ival has 
already been feltÉ as local businesses are t hriv ing (9)  ____ t o t heÉ par t icipant s from  
the Gulf count r ies and cam el owners.Ó The fest ival has led to an increase in cam el 
pr ices. Sheikh Bet i, (10)  ____, believes t hat  cam el owners will not  sell t heir Ôships 
of t he desert Õ unt il after t he com pet it ions. He t hinks people w ill want  to keep t heir  
hopes of w inning (11)  ____. All cam els at  the fest ival w ill receive free m edical care,  
plus food and water supply.  Abu Dhabi specializes in pedigree cam els and produced 
the wor ldÕs f irst  ever Òtest - t ubeÓ cam el. The cit y also pioneered t he (12)  ____ of  
robot  cam el r iders, which have now replaced child j ockeys. 

1. (a)  dif fers (b)  dif fer ( c)  dif ferent  (d)  dif ference 

2. (a)  hold (b)  holding ( c)  held (d)  withheld 

3. (a)  in (b)  on ( c)  to (d)  of 

4. (a)  for (b)  four ( c)  fore (d)  fours 

5. (a)  on (b)  in ( c)  from  (d)  for 

6. (a)  few (b)  whole ( c)  every (d)  each 

7. (a)  effor t  (b)  effor ts ( c)  effor t less (d)  effect s 

8. (a)  boost  (b)  boast  ( c)  beast  (d)  best  

9. (a)  thankful (b)  thanks ( c)  thanked (d)  thank you 

10. (a)  so (b)  but  ( c)  however (d)  although 

11. (a)  high (b)  hi ( c)  hay (d)  hey 

12. (a)  used to (b)  used (c)  useful (d)  use 
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W RI TI NG:   

Write about  cam els for 10 m inutes. Correct  your  part nerÕs paper . 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCAB ULARY EXTENSI ON:  Choose several of the words from  the 
text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another search engine)  to 
build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find out  about the Abu Dhabi 
Cam el Fest ival. Share what  you discover with your partner(s)  in the next  
lesson. 

3 . CAME LS:  Make a poster about  cam els. Show your work to your 
classm ates in the next  lesson. Did you all have sim ilar beans? 

4 . CAME L BEAUTY:  Write a m agazine art icle about the Abu Dhabi Camel 
Fest ival. I nclude im aginary interviews with two of the cam els t ry ing to be 
the fest ival winner. 

Read what  you wrote to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Write down any 
new words and expressions you hear from  your partner(s) . 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to the Abu Dhabi Cam el Fest ival organizers. Ask 
them three quest ions about  the fest ival. Give them  three pieces of advice on 
what  they should do to m ake it  a popular internat ional event . Read your 
let ter to your partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer 
your quest ions. 

6 . DI ARY /  JOURN AL :  I m agine you are a cam el owner at  the Abu 
Dhabi Camel Fest ival. Write your diary /  journal ent ry for one day at  the 
fest ival. Be sure to write about your cam el. Read your ent ry to your 
classm ates in the next  lesson. 
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ANSW ERS 

TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. T b. T c. F d. F e. F f. F g. T h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

1. contest  a. pageant  /  challenge 

2 on offer b. available  

3. comp et e c. challenge 

4. or igin d. ancest ry  

5. ident it ies e. name s  

6. effort s f. at temp t s  

7. boost  g.  increase  

8. imp act  h. effect   

9. thr iv ing i. boom ing 

10. pioneered j . developed  

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. 10,000 came ls t rying t o look  a. their  m ost  beaut iful 

2 There is alm ost  $10 m ill ion on  b. offer  in pr ize m oney 

3. comp et e  c. for  t he pr izes 

4. free from  any cont agious  d. diseases  

5. The ident it ies of t he j udges are a closely-  e. guarded secret   

6. to keep t he t radit ions of  f. t he count ry alive  

7. prov ides a financial  g.  boost  for  t he cit y  

8. local businesses  h. are t hr iv ing  

9. produced the worldÕs fir st  ever   i. Òtest - tubeÓ came l  

10. pioneered the use  j . of robot  cam el r iders  

GAP FI LL:  

Cam el  b eau t y  co n t est  op en s i n  UAE 
A beauty  conte st wi th  a d i f f er en ce opened in th e Unite d Arab Em irate s on April 2n d. The Abu Dhabi Camel 
Festi val, wh ich wi ll be h e ld  unti l April 10th , wi ll see 10,000 camels tr y ing to  look th eir most beauti ful. There is 
almost $10 m illion on o f f er  in pr ize m oney as we ll as 100  cars for th e lu ck y  wi nners. The event is th e biggest  
camel festi val in  th e Arabian Gulf region. Camel own ers wi ll br ing th eir animals from Saudi Arabia, Qata r, Bahrain ,  
Oman and Kuwa it to  co m p et e for th e prizes. The camels are put into  different cate gories, d ep en d in g  on t heir age 
and ty pe. All camels must be pedigree -  from a pure-bred origin. They must also be free from any conta gious 
diseases or  p h ysi ca l  defects . A group of expert camel judges wi ll choose th e best animals in each of th e 
cate gories. The i d en t i t ies of th e judges are a closely-guarded secret to  make sure th e competi ti on is fair . 

The festi val is part of e f f o r t s  by Abu DhabiÕs cult ure and herita ge auth ority  to keep th e tr aditi ons of th e count ry  
a l i ve. I t also provides a f inancial boost for t he city . Festi val organizer Sheikh Beti  said:  ÒThe economic im p act  of  
th e festi val has already been feltÉa s local businesses are th riv ing t h an k s to  th eÉp arti cipants  from th e Gulf  
countr ies and camel own ers.Ó The festi val has led to  an increase in camel prices. Sheikh Beti , howe ver, b e l ieves  
th at camel own ers wi ll not sell th eir Ôships of th e desertÕ unti l afte r th e competi ti ons. He th inks people wi ll wa nt to  
keep th eir hopes of wi nning h ig h . All camels at th e festi val wi ll receive free medical care, plus food and wa te r  
supply. Abu Dhabi sp ecia l izes in pedigree camels and produced th e wo rldÕs f irst ever Òte st - tu beÓ camel. The city  
also p io n ee r ed  th e use of robot camel r iders, wh ich have now replaced child jockeys. 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - d 2 - c 3 - b 4 - a 5 - c 6 - d 7 - b 8 - a 9 - b 10 - c 11 - a 12 - d 
 


