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THE ARTICLE 

Ex-Beat le Sir Paul McCartney has joined the fight  to stop the 

slaughter of 400-500 kangaroos in Australia. McCartney is a m em ber 

of the anim al r ights group Vegetarians I nternat ional Voice for 

Anim als (VI VA) . He says in a m essage on the VI VA website:  "There 

is an urgent  need for act ion to protect  kangaroos from  a barbaric 

indust ry which slaughters them  for m eat  and leather. Please do all 

you can to help VI VA end this sham eful m assacre.Ó Protest  leader 

Pat  OÕBrien, president  of the Wildlife Protect ion Associat ion of 

Aust ralia, said:  "We are all determ ined to see that  the kangaroos are 

not  k illed. There is a lot  of anger in a lot  of people about this.Ó He 

warned:  ÒWe will stand in between the kangaroo and the darts if 

necessary."  About  70 protestors are on standby ready to act  as 

hum an shields. 

The Aust ralian governm ent  says the cull is necessary because the 

kangaroos are ruining the habitat  of rare lizards and insects. The 

nat ive grassland these sm all creatures share with the kangaroos is 

disappearing fast . European set t lers dest royed m uch of it  when they 

sewed grass seeds im ported from  Britain to start  the cat t le and 

sheep indust ries. Governm ent scient ists say there is plenty of other 

land in Aust ralia where kangaroos can live. They point  out  that  

kangaroos m ust stay off the threatened nat ive grassland so other 

rare, indigenous species can survive. Aust raliaÕs environment 

m inister Peter Garret t  told protestors the kangaroos would not  

suffer. He said professionals would put  the anim als to sleep with a 

painless dart  and then give them lethal inject ions. 
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WARM-UPS 

1. KANGAROOS: Walk around the class and talk  to other  student s about  
kangaroos.  Change part ners oft en.  After  you finish,  sit  with your  orig inal part ner( s)  
and share what  you found out . 

2. CHAT: I n pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

 fights /  slaughter  /  anim al r ight s /  barbaric indust r ies /  anger /  hum an shields /   
rare lizards /  sm all creatures /  grass seeds /  being put  to sleep /  let hal in j ect ions 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3. KILLING ANIMALS: With your part ner( s) , fill in this table about  
whether or  not  itÕs OK to k ill anim als.  Change part ners and share your f indings. 

Situation OK or not? My reasons 

to help save endangered species   
for research into new m edicines   
for m eat    
for their  fur or  sk in   
to st op diseases spreading to hum ans   
to reduce large num bers of pests   

4. ANIMAL RIGHTS: Spend one m inute writ ing down all of the different  
words you associate with the t erm  Ôanim al rightsÕ. Share your words with your 
part ner( s)  and talk about  them . Together,  put  t he words into d ifferent  categories. 

5. QUICK ROLE PLAY: Students A strongly believe that  hum ans should  
never k ill anim als, for any reason;  Students B strongly believe it  is OK to k ill som e 
anim als t o protect  rare species.  Change part ners again and talk about  your  roles and 
conversat ions. 
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BEFORE READING / LISTENING 

1. TRUE / FALSE: Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Paul McCart ney want s t o help save 400-500 kangaroos from  dying. T /  F 

b. McCart ney has flown t o Aust ralia t o give a m essage on telev ision. T /  F 

c. A leading protest or said anger is high am ong m any people. T /  F 

d. People are ready t o r isk being shot  t o protect  t he kangaroos. T /  F 

e. Aust raliaÕs governm ent  want s t o protect  t hreatened species. T /  F 

f.  European farm ers led t o t he decline of Aust raliaÕs nat ive grassland. T /  F 

g. The env ironm ent  m inister said t he kangaroos would suffer slight ly. T /  F 

h. The m inist er said t he anim als would be killed by elect rocut ion. T /  F 

2. SYNONYM MATCH: Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. slaughter a. deadly 

2 urgent  b. prepared 

3. sham eful c. natural surroundings 

4. barbaric d. ser ious 

5. on standby e. indigenous 

6. habitat  f.  planted 

7. nat ive g. killing 

8. sewed h. feel pain 

9. suffer i.  cruel 

10. lethal j .  disgraceful 

3. PHRASE MATCH: Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

1. joined t he fight  to stop t he slaughter   a. nat ive grassland 

2 protect  kangaroos from  a  b. to act  as hum an shields 

3. We are all determ ined to see that  t he  c. grass seeds 

4. There is a lot  of anger  d. of rare lizards 

5. protestors are on standby ready  e. barbaric indust ry 

6. the kangaroos are ru in ing the habitat   f.  in a lot  of people 

7. they sewed  g. painless dart  

8. kangaroos m ust  st ay off t he threatened  h. inj ect ions 

9. put  the anim als to sleep wit h a i.  of 400-500 kangaroos 

10. give them  lethal  j .  kangaroos are not  k illed 
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WHILE READING / LISTENING 

GAP FILL: Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Ex-Beat le Sir  Paul McCartney has joined the __________ to stop 

the slaughter  of 400- 500 kangaroos in Aust ralia. McCartney is a 

__________ of t he anim al r ight s group Vegetarians I nternat ional 

Voice for  Anim als (VIVA) . He says in a m essage on the VIVA 

websit e:  "There is an __________ need for  act ion to protect  

kangaroos from  a barbaric indust ry  which slaughters them  for  

m eat  and __________. Please do all you can to help VI VA end 

this sham eful __________.Ó Protest  leader Pat  OÕBrien, president  

of the Wild life Protect ion Associat ion of Aust ralia, said:  "We are all 

__________ to see t hat  the kangaroos are not  k illed. There is a 

lot  of anger in a lot  of people about  t his.Ó He __________:  ÒWe 

will stand in between the kangaroo and the dart s if  necessary. "  

About  70 protestors are on standby ready t o act  as __________ 

shields. 

  

  

determ ined 

urgent  

m assacre 

fight  

hum an 

warned 

m em ber 

leather 

 

The Aust ralian governm ent  says the cull is __________ because 

the kangaroos are ruining the __________ of rare lizards and 

insect s.  The nat ive grassland these sm all creatures share with t he 

kangaroos is d isappearing __________.  European set t lers 

dest royed m uch of it  when they sewed grass seeds __________ 

from  Britain to star t  the cat t le and sheep indust r ies.  Governm ent  

scient ist s say there is __________ of other  land in Aust ralia 

where kangaroos can live.  They __________ out  t hat  kangaroos 

m ust  stay off the t hreatened nat ive grassland so other  rare,  

indigenous species can surv ive.  Aust raliaÕs environm ent  m inist er  

Peter Garret t  told protestors the kangaroos would not  

__________.  He said professionals would put  the anim als to sleep 

with a pain less dar t  and then give them  __________ in j ect ions. 

  

im ported 

 habitat  

suffer 

point  

lethal 

necessary 

plent y 

fast  



Paul McCartney fights for kangaroos 16th  March, 2008 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

More free lessons at  www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com                6 

LISTENING:  Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Ex-Beat le Sir Paul McCart ney has j oined _____________________ slaught er  

of 400-500 kangaroos in Aust ralia. McCart ney _____________________ 

anim al r ight s group Veget ar ians I nternat ional Voice for Anim als (VI VA) . He 

says in a m essage on t he VI VA website:  "There is _____________________ 

act ion t o protect  kangaroos from  a barbaric indust ry which slaughters t hem  

for  m eat  and leat her . Please _____________________ VI VA end t his 

sham eful m assacre.Ó Protest  leader Pat  OÕBr ien, president  of t he Wildlife 

Protect ion Associat ion of Aust ralia, said:  "We _____________________ see 

that  t he kangaroos are not  k illed. There is a lot  of anger in a lot  of people 

about  t his.Ó He warned:  ÒWe _____________________ kangaroo and t he 

dart s if necessary."  About  70 protest ors _____________________ to act  as 

hum an shields. 

The Aust ralian governm ent  _____________________ because t he 

kangaroos are ruining t he habit at  of rare lizards and insect s. The nat ive 

grassland t hese _____________________ the kangaroos is disappear ing 

fast .  European set t lers dest royed _____________________ sewed grass 

seeds im ported from  Brit ain to start  the cat t le and sheep indust r ies.  

Governm ent  scient ist s _____________________ ot her land in Aust ralia 

where kangaroos can live. They  point  out  t hat  kangaroos 

_____________________ t hreatened nat ive grassland so ot her  rare,  

indigenous species can surv ive. Aust raliaÕs environm ent  m inister Peter  

Garret t  t old protest ors t he _____________________. He said professionals 

would put  t he anim als t o sleep wit h a painless dart  

_____________________ let hal inj ect ions.  
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AFTER READING / LISTENING 

1. WORD SEARCH: Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
‘urgent’ and ‘need’. 

urgent need 

  

  

  

  

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2. ARTICLE QUESTIONS: Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3. GAP FILL: I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4. VOCABULARY: Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5. TEST EACH OTHER: Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ stop 
¥ m essage 
¥ barbaric 
¥ end 
¥ determ ined 
¥ stand 

¥ necessary 
¥ share 
¥ im ported 
¥ point  
¥ suffer 
¥ inject ions 
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STUDENT KANGAROO SURVEY 
Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  kangaroos in t he t able. Do t his in pairs. Each 
st udent  m ust  writ e t he quest ions on his /  her own paper . 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 

  

   

Q.2. 

  

   

Q.3. 

  

   

Q.4. 

  

   

Q.5. 

  

   

¥ Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you 
found out . Change part ners oft en. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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DISCUSSION 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 

b)  What  springs to m ind when you hear the word ÔkangarooÕ? 

c)  What  are your feelings about  this story? 

d)  Would you join the fight  to help save the kangaroos? 

e)  Would you ever join the fight  to save any anim al? 

f)  I s k illing anim als for fur and leather barbaric? 

g)  Can you understand why there is a lot  of anger in a lot  of people? 

h)  Do you adm ire people who would r isk their lives to save anim als? 

i)  Do you think Paul McCartney joining the fight  will do any good? 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 

b)  Do you think the Aust ralian governm ent is r ight  Ð that  the 
kangaroos should be killed to save the rare lizards? 

c)  What  should the Aust ralian governm ent  do to protect  it s nat ive 
grasslands besides kill kangaroos? 

d)  Why do you think the governm ent wants to k ill the kangaroos 
instead of m oving them  to a place they wonÕt  threaten lizards? 

e)  What  threatened species are there in your count ry? 

f)  Does it  m ake the slaughter bet ter if the anim als donÕt  suffer? 

g)  What  endangered species are you concerned about  m ost? 

h)  What  quest ions would you like to ask Aust raliaÕs environm ent  
m inister Peter Garret t? 

i)  Did you like this discussion? 



Paul McCartney fights for kangaroos 16th  March, 2008 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

More free lessons at  www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com                10 

LANGUAGE 

CORRECT WORD: Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

Ex-Beat le Sir Paul McCart ney has j oined t he fight  ( 1)  ____ st op the slaughter  
of 400-500 kangaroos in Aust ralia. McCar tney  is a m em ber  of t he anim al   
(2)  ____ group Vegetar ians I nternat ional Voice for Anim als (VI VA) .  He say s 
in a m essage on t he VI VA websit e:  "There is an urgent  need (3)  ____ act ion 
to protect  kangaroos from  a barbar ic indust ry which slaughters t hem  for  
m eat  and (4)  ____. Please do all you can to help VI VA end t his sham eful 
m assacre.Ó Prot est  leader  Pat  OÕBrien, president  of  t he Wildlife Protect ion 
Associat ion of Aust ralia, said:  "We are all ( 5)  ____ to see t hat  t he kangaroos 
are not  k illed. There is a lot  of anger in a lot  of people about  t his.Ó He 
warned:  ÒWe w ill stand in bet ween t he kangaroo and t he dart s if necessary ."  
About  70 prot est ors are on st andby ready t o act  as (6)  ____ shields. 

The Aust ralian governm ent  says t he cull is necessary  because t he kangaroos 
are (7)  ____ t he habitat  of rare lizards and insect s. The nat ive grassland 
these sm all creat ures share w it h t he kangaroos is disappearing fast .  
European (8)  ____ dest royed m uch of it  when t hey sewed grass seeds 
im ported from  Br it ain t o st art  t he cat t le and sheep indust r ies. Governm ent  
scient ist s say t here is plenty of ot her land in Aust ralia where kangaroos can 
live.  They  (9)  ____ out  t hat  kangaroos m ust  st ay off  t he t hreatened        
(10)  ____ grassland so ot her  rare,  indigenous species can surv ive.  
Aust raliaÕs env ironm ent  m inister Peter Garret t  t old protest ors t he kangaroos 
would not  (11)  ____. He said professionals would put  t he anim als t o        
(12)  ____ w it h a painless dart  and t hen give them  let hal inject ions. 

1. (a)  for (b)  as ( c)  to (d)  by 

2. (a)  right  (b)  right s ( c)  writ e (d)  writ es 

3. (a)  for (b)  as ( c)  to (d)  by 

4. (a)  let t er (b)  leader ( c)  lather (d)  leather 

5. (a)  deter (b)  determ ine ( c)  determ ined  (d)  deterred 

6. (a)  person (b)  beings ( c)  hum an (d)  m an 

7. (a)  ru ined (b)  ru ining ( c)  ru ins (d)  running 

8. (a)  set t lers (b)  set t les ( c)  set t ler (d)  set t lem ent  

9. (a)  highlight  (b)  point  ( c)  indicate (d)  show 

10. (a)  nat ive (b)  nat ivity ( c)  nat ives (d)  nat ions 

11. (a)  suffered (b)  suffers ( c)  suffering (d)  suffer 

12. (a)  snooze (b)  snore ( c)  bed (d)  sleep 
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WRITING:   
Write about  kanga roos for 10 m inutes. Correct  your part nerÕs paper . 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEWORK 

1. VOCABULARY EXTENSION: Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2. INTERNET: Search the I nternet  and find out  about  Aust raliaÕs 
kangaroos. Share what  you discover with your partner(s)  in the next  
lesson. 

3. ENDANGERED: Make a poster about  two endangered species. 
Show your work to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Did you all 
have sim ilar things? 

4. HUMAN SHIELDS: Write a m agazine art icle about  the 
protestors who want  to act  as human shields. I nclude im aginary 
interviews with them  and with the kangaroos they want  to protect . 

Read what you wrote to your classmates in the next  lesson. Write 
down new words and expressions. 

5. LETTER: Write a let ter to Aust raliaÕs environm ent m inister Peter 
Garret t . Ask him three quest ions about  his decision to cull the 
kangaroos. Give him three pieces of advice on what he should do 
instead of killing the kangaroos. Read your let ter to your partner(s)  in 
your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. 
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ANSWERS 
TRUE / FALSE: 

a. T b. F c. T d. T e. T f. T g. F h.  F 

SYNONYM MATCH: 

1. slaughter a. killing 

2 urgent  b. ser ious  

3. sham eful c. disgraceful 

4. barbar ic d. cruel  

5. on standby e. prepared  

6. habitat  f. nat ural surroundings  

7. nat ive g.  indigenous  

8. sewed h. planted  

9. suf fer i. feel pain  

10. lethal j . deadly  

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. j oined the fight  t o st op t he slaughter  a. of 400-500 kangaroos 

2 protect  kangaroos from a  b. barbar ic indust ry 

3. We are all determi ned t o see t hat  t he  c. kangaroos are not  killed  

4. There is a lot  of  anger   d. in a lot  of people 

5. protestors are on st andby ready  e. to act  as huma n shields  

6. the kangaroos are ruining the habitat   f. of rare lizards  

7. they sewed  g.  grass seeds  

8. kangaroos m ust  stay of f t he threatened  h. nat ive grassland  

9. put  t he anim als to sleep wit h a i. painless dart   

10. give t hem let hal  j . inject ions  

GAP FILL: 

Paul McCartney fights for kangaroos 
Ex-Beatl e Sir Paul McCartn ey has j oined th e fight to  sto p th e slaughte r of 400 -500 kangaroos in Aust ralia.  
McCartn ey is a member of th e animal r ights  group Vegeta rians I nte rnati onal Voice for Animals (VI VA) . He 
says in a message on th e VI VA we bsite :  "There is an urgent need for acti on to  prote ct kangaroos from  a 
barbaric industr y which slaughte rs t hem for meat  and leather. Please do all you can t o help VI VA end th is 
shameful massacre.Ó Prote st leader Pat OÕBrien, president of th e Wildlife Prote cti on Associati on of  
Austr alia, said:  "We are all determined to  see th at th e kangaroos are not k illed. There is a lot of anger in 
a lot of people about th is.Ó He warned:  ÒWe wi ll st and in betwe en th e kangaroo and th e darts  if  
necessary."  About 70 prote st ors are on sta ndby ready to  act as human shields. 

The Austr alian government says th e cull is necessary because th e kangaroos are ruining th e habitat of 
rare lizards and insects . The nati ve grassland th ese small creatu res share wi th  th e kangaroos is 
disappearing fast. European settl ers destr oyed much of it wh en th ey sewe d grass seeds imported from  
Brita in to  sta rt th e cattl e and sheep industr ies. Government  scienti sts  say th ere is plenty of oth er land in  
Austr alia wh ere kangaroos can live. They point out th at kangaroos must sta y off th e th reate ned nati ve 
grassland so oth er rare, indigenous species can surv ive. Austr aliaÕs environment m iniste r Pete r Garrett  
to ld prote sto rs th e kangaroos wo uld not suffer. He said professionals would put th e animals to  sleep wi th  
a painless dart and th en give th em lethal injecti ons. 

LANGUAGE WORK 

1 - c 2 - b 3 - a 4 - d 5 - c 6 - c 7 - b 8 - a 9 - b 10 - a 11 - d 12 - d 
 


