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THE ARTI CLE 

Singing superstar and pop icon Madonna entered the U.S. Rock and 

Roll Hall of Fame on March 12th. The 49-year-old is now officially a 

rock legend. To enter the Hall of Fam e, a singer or band m ust wait  

unt il 25 years after their f irst  hit . Madonna received her honour at  

New YorkÕs grand Waldorf Astoria Hotel. She was part  of a star-

studded cast  who were get t ing awards. The singer Just in Tim berlake 

presented Madonna with her prize and m ade a very saucy speech. 

He joked about his ex-gir lfr iend Britney Spears, saying:  "The world is 

full of Madonna wannabes. I  m ight  have even dated a couple. But 

there is t ruly only one Madonna." Tim berlake, who produced 

MadonnaÕs last  album , told the audience:  ÒPeople always ask if she is 

the cont rol freak people say she is.Ó His answer was, ÒHell, yeah.Ó He 

also com plim ented Madonna for ÒlookingÉ dam n fine". 

Madonna was ext rem ely honoured to accept  her award. She thanked 

all of the people who told her she would never be successful. ÒThe 

ones that  said I  was talent less, that  I  was chubby, that  I  couldnÕt  

sing, that  I  was a one-hit  wonder. They inspired m e because they 

m ade m e quest ion m yself repeatedly and pushed m e to be bet ter,Ó 

she said to great  applause. The songstress talked about her varied 

and super-successful career and said m usic was her love:  " I  have 

gone on to do so m any things in my life, from  writ ing children's 

books, to designing clothes, to direct ing a film . But  for m e, it  always 

does, and it  always will, come back to the m usic, so thank you."  She 

also thanked the angels who she said looked down on her and 

protected her. Madonna, the queen of pop, and now rock and roll, 

has sold over 200 m illion album s worldwide. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . NEVER GI VI NG UP:  Walk around t he class and talk  t o other  student s 
about  never g iv ing up.  Change part ners oft en.  After  you finish,  sit  w ith your  or iginal 
part ner( s)  and share what  you found out . 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

 superstars /  icons /  legends /  stars /  awards /  speeches /  wannabes /  cont rol /  
freaks /  talent less /  chubby /  inspirat ion /  applause /  m usic /  angels /  album s 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3 . VARI ED CAREER:  Talk to your par tner( s)  about  the varied career youÕve 
had. The j obs you have done are in the table.  Write down t he highs and lows of each 
job. Change par tners and share your findings. 

JOB H I GHS LOW S 

wait er /  wait ress   
rock ÔnÕ roll star   
actor   
clothes designer   
childrenÕs author   
m ovie director   

4 . THAN K YOU:  I n t his table, w r it e down t he nam es of people in your life 
youÕd really  like to thank.  Writ e down why.  Share what  you wrote down you're your 
part ner( s) . Change par tners and share your findings. 

PERSON REA SON( S)  FOR THANKI N G THEM 

  
  
  
  
  
  

5 . ROCK ÔN Õ ROLL:  Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of the different  
words you associate with rock and roll.  Share your words w ith your par tner(s)  and 
talk about  t hem . Together,  put  t he words into different  categor ies. 

6 . QUI CK DEBAT E:  Students A st r on g ly  believe t hat  Madonna is the 
greatest  fem ale singer ever;  Students B st r on g ly  believe som eone else is t he 
greatest  fem ale singer ever . Change part ners again and talk  about  your  roles and 
conversat ions. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. A wax m odel of Madonna has been put  in a fam ous m usic m useum . T /  F 

b. MadonnaÕs f irst  hit  song was twenty years ago. T /  F 

c. A singer said t he wor ld was full of Madonna wannabes. T /  F 

d. The singer said Madonna was a cont rol f reak. T /  F 

e. Madonna t hanked people who t old her  sheÕd never be successful. T /  F 

f.  People who doubted MadonnaÕs t alent s inspired her to be bet t er . T /  F 

g. Madonna said she prefer red designing clot hes t o singing. T /  F 

h. Madonna has sold over two billion album s wor ldw ide. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. icon a. cheeky 

2 cast  b. praised 

3. saucy c. plum p 

4. wannabes d. clapping 

5. com plim ented e. idol 

6. chubby f. globally 

7. inspired g. diverse 

8. applause h. pretenders 

9. var ied i.  energized 

10. wor ldwide j .  perform ers 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

1. Singing superstar  and  a. to accept  her award 

2 part  of a star- studded  b. wannabes 

3. The world is fu ll of Madonna  c. super-successful career 

4. People always ask if she is the cont rol  d. pop icon 

5. He also com plim ented Madonna for   e. m yself repeatedly 

6. Madonna was ext rem ely honoured  f.  wonder 

7. I  was a one-hit   g. cast  

8. they m ade m e quest ion  h. freak people say she is 

9. her  varied and  i.  ÒlookingÉ dam n fineÓ 

10. the angels who she said  j .  looked down on her 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Singing superstar  and pop icon Madonna _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  t he U.S.  

Rock and Roll Hall of Fam e on March 12th. The 49- year-old is now 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  a rock legend.  To enter the Hall of Fam e,  a singer 

or band m ust  wait  unt il 25 years aft er  t heir first  hit .  Madonna 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  her  honour at  New YorkÕs grand Waldor f Astor ia 

Hotel.  She was part  of a star- studded cast  who were get t ing 

awards. The singer Just in Tim berlake presented Madonna with her  

prize and m ade a very saucy speech.  He _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  about  his 

ex-girlfr iend Br it ney Spears, saying:  "The world is fu ll of Madonna 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .  I  m ight  have even _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  a couple. But  

there is t ruly only  one Madonna."  Tim berlake,  who produced 

MadonnaÕs last  album , told the audience:  ÒPeople always ask if  

she is t he _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  freak people say she is.Ó His answer was,  

ÒHell,  yeah.Ó He also com plim ented Madonna for  

ÒlookingÉ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  f ine" . 

  

  

cont rol 

officially 

wannabes 

joked 

dam n 

entered 

dated 

received 

 

Madonna was ext rem ely honoured t o _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  her  award.  

She thanked all of the people who t old her  she would never be 

successful.  ÒThe ones t hat  said I  was talent less,  t hat  I  was 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ,  t hat  I  couldnÕt  sing, that  I  was a one-hit  wonder.  

They inspired m e because they m ade m e quest ion _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

repeatedly and pushed m e to be bet t er,Ó she said t o great  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .  The songst ress talked about  her  varied and super-

successful career  and said m usic was her  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ :  " I  have 

gone on to do so m any t hings in m y _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ,  from  writ ing 

children's books,  to designing clothes,  to d irect ing a f ilm .  But  for  

m e,  it  always does,  and it  always w ill,  com e back to t he m usic,  so 

thank you."  She also t hanked the _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  who she said 

looked down on her  and protected her . Madonna,  the 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  of pop,  and now rock and roll,  has sold over  200 

m illion album s wor ldwide. 

  

m yself 

 angels 

chubby 

love 

queen 

applause 

accept  

life 
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LI STENI NG:   List en  an d  f i l l  in  t h e sp aces. 

Singing ___________________ Madonna entered t he U.S. Rock and Roll Hall 

of Fam e on March 12t h. The 49-year-old ___________________ legend. To 

ent er  t he Hall of Fam e, a singer  or  band m ust  wait  unt il 25 years after t heir  

f irst  hit . Madonna ___________________ New YorkÕs grand Waldorf  Ast or ia 

Hot el. She was par t  ___________________ who were get t ing awards. The 

singer Just in Tim ber lake presented Madonna w it h her pr ize and m ade 

___________________. He joked about  his ex -gir lf r iend Brit ney Spears,  

saying:  "The wor ld is full of Madonna wannabes. I  ___________________ a 

couple. But  ___________________ Madonna."  Tim ber lake, who produced 

MadonnaÕs last  album , t old t he audience:  ÒPeople always ask if she is t he 

cont rol freak people say she is.Ó His answer was, ÒHell, yeah.Ó He also 

com plim ented Madonna for  Ò___________________ " . 

Madonna was ext rem ely ___________________ award. She t hanked all of  

the people who told her  she would never be successful.  ÒThe ones t hat  said I  

was t alent less, ___________________, t hat  I  couldnÕt  sing, t hat  I  was a 

one-hit  wonder.  They  inspired m e because t hey ___________________ 

m yself repeatedly and pushed m e t o be bet ter ,Ó she ___________________. 

The songst ress t alked about  her varied and super- successful career and said 

m usic was her love:  " I  have ___________________ t hings in m y life,  from  

wr it ing children's books, t o designing clot hes, t o direct ing a film . But  for m e, 

it  always does, and it  always w ill, ___________________ m usic, so t hank  

you."  She also t hanked t he angels who she said ___________________ and 

protect ed her . Madonna, t he queen of  pop, and now rock  and roll,  has sold 

over 200 m illion album s wor ldwide. 



Madonna enters Rock ÔnÕ Roll Hall of Fam e 13th  March, 2008 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

More free lessons at  www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com                7 

AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôr ock Õ and Ôr o l lÕ. 

r ock  r o l l  

  

  

  

  

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ entered 
¥ wait  
¥ grand 
¥ saucy 
¥ t ruly 
¥ dam n 

¥ thanked 
¥ wonder 
¥ inspired 
¥ love 
¥ angels 
¥ queen 
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STUDENT MADONNA SURVEY 

Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  Madonna in t he table. Do t his in pairs. Each 
st udent  m ust  writ e t he quest ions on his /  her own paper . 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 

  

   

Q.2. 

  

   

Q.3. 

  

   

Q.4. 

  

   

Q.5. 

  

   

¥ Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you 
found out . Change part ners oft en. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 

b)  What  springs to m ind when you hear ÔMadonnaÕ? 

c)  What  are your m em ories of Madonna over the years? 

d)  Do you think 49 is too old to be a rock ÔnÕ roll star? 

e)  Why do you think there are so m any Madonna wannabes? 

f)  Are you a cont rol freak? 

g)  What  do you think of the idea of a Rock and Roll Hall of Fam e? 

h)  Which musical art ists do you think are the greatest  ever? 

i)  Have you ever received an honour? 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 

b)  Do you like rock and roll? 

c)  I s Madonna really a rock and roll star or just  a pop star? 

d)  Would you thank people who said you had no talent? 

e)  What  k inds of people inspire you? 

f)  What  exam ples are there in your life when you pushed yourself to 
be bet ter? 

g)  Would you like a career with just  one job, or would you like a 
varied career? 

h)  What  quest ions would you like to ask Madonna? 

i)  Did you like this discussion? 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

Singing superst ar and (1)  ____ icon Madonna entered t he U.S. Rock and Roll 
Hall of  Fam e on March 12t h. The 49-year-old is now (2)  ____ a rock legend.  
To enter t he Hall of Fam e, a singer or band m ust  wait  unt il 25 years af ter  
their f irst  hit . Madonna received her honour at  New YorkÕs grand Waldorf  
Ast oria Hotel. She was part  of a star - (3)  ____  cast  who were get t ing 
awards. The singer Just in Tim ber lake presented Madonna wit h her prize and 
m ade a very (4)  ____ speech. He j oked about  his ex -gir lf r iend Br it ney  
Spears, say ing:  "The wor ld is full of Madonna (5)  ____. I  m ight  have even 
dated a couple. But  t here is t ruly only one Madonna."  Tim berlake, who 
produced MadonnaÕs last  album , told t he audience:  ÒPeople always ask if she 
is t he cont rol (6)  ____ people say she is.Ó His answer was, ÒHell, yeah.Ó He 
also com plim ented Madonna for ÒlookingÉ dam n f ine" . 

Madonna was ex t rem ely honoured t o (7)  ____ her award. She t hanked all of  
the people who told her  she would never be successful.  ÒThe ones t hat  said I  
was talent less, t hat  I  was chubby, t hat  I  couldnÕt  sing, t hat  I  was a one-hit  
wonder.  They  inspired m e because t hey m ade m e quest ion m yself (8)  ____  
and pushed m e t o be bet t er ,Ó she said (9)  ____ great  applause. The 
songst ress t alked about  her var ied and super- successful career and said 
m usic was her love:  " I  have gone (10)  ____ to do so m any t hings in m y life,  
from  writ ing children's books, t o designing clot hes, t o direct ing a film . But  for  
m e, it  always (11)  ____, and it  always will, com e back t o t he m usic,  so t hank  
you."  She also t hanked t he angels who she said looked down on her and 
protect ed her . Madonna, t he queen of  pop, and now rock  and roll,  has sold 
over 200 m illion album s (12)  ____. 

1. (a)  pup (b)  pep ( c)  pip (d)  pop 

2. (a)  officially (b)  official ( c)  officialdom  (d)  officer 

3. (a)  study (b)  studded (c)  studs (d)  studio 

4. (a)  gravy (b)  cream y (c)  saucy (d)  watery 

5. (a)  bum ble bees (b)  wallabies ( c)  wannabes  (d)  fr isbees 

6. (a)  freckle (b)  freak ( c)  frock (d)  freakish 

7. (a)  accent  (b)  rej ect  ( c)  except  (d)  accept  

8. (a)  repeatedly (b)  repeat ing ( c)  repeat  (d)  repeater 

9. (a)  of (b)  to ( c)  for (d)  as 

10. (a)  with (b)  by ( c)  in (d)  on 

11. (a)  done (b)  do ( c)  does (d)  doer 

12. (a)  wor ldwide (b)  wor ldly ( c)  wor ldliness (d)  wor lds 
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W RI TI NG:   
Write about  inspirat ion for 10 m inut es. Correct  your part nerÕs paper . 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find out  Madonna and her 
varied career. Share what  you discover with your partner(s)  in the 
next  lesson. 

3 . ROCKERS:  Make a poster about two rock stars. Show your work 
to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Did you all have sim ilar things? 

4 . PUSHI N G:  Write a m agazine art icle about  a m an or wom an who 
pushed him self /  herself to be bet ter and becam e fam ous, even when 
others were saying he /  she would never succeed. I nclude im aginary 
interviews the fam ous m an /  wom an and som eone who said he/ she 
would never m ake it . 

Read what you wrote to your classmates in the next  lesson. Write 
down new words and expressions. 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to Madonna. Ask her three quest ions 
about  her career and life. Ask her for three pieces of advice about 
becom ing successful. Read your let ter to your partner(s)  in your next  
lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. F c. T d. T e. T f. T g. F h.  F 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

1. icon a. idol 

2 cast  b. performe rs  

3. saucy c. cheeky  

4. wannabes d. pretenders 

5. comp lim ented e. praised  

6. chubby f. plump   

7. inspired g.  energized 

8. applause h. clapping  

9. var ied i. diverse  

10. wor ldwide j . globally  

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. Singing superstar  and  a. pop icon 

2 part  of a star -st udded  b. cast   

3. The world is full of Madonna  c. wannabes  

4. People always ask if she is the cont rol  d. freak people say she is  

5. He also comp lime nted Madonna for  e. ÒlookingÉ damn  fineÓ  

6. Madonna was ext rem ely honoured  f. t o accept  her award  

7. I  was a one- hit   g.  wonder  

8. they ma de me  quest ion  h. my self repeatedly  

9. her var ied and  i. super- successful career  

10. the angels who she said  j . looked down on her 

GAP FI LL:  

Mad o n n a en t e r s Ro ck  Ôn Õ Ro l l  Hal l  o f  Fam e 
Singing supersta r and pop icon Madonna en t er ed  th e U.S. Rock and Roll Hall of Fame on March 12th . The 
49 -year-old is now o f f i ci a l l y  a rock legend. To ente r th e Hall of Fame, a singer or band must wa it unti l 25  
years afte r th eir f irst hit. Madonna r e cei ved  her honour at  New YorkÕs grand Waldorf Asto ria Hote l. She 
wa s part of a sta r- stu dded cast wh o we re getti ng awa rds. The singer Justi n Timberlake presente d 
Madonna wi th  her prize and made a very saucy speech. He j o k ed  about  his ex-gir lfr iend Britn ey Spears,  
saying:  "The wo rld is full of Madonna w an n ab es. I  m ight have even d at ed  a couple. But th ere is tr uly  
only one Madonna."  Timberlake, wh o produced MadonnaÕs last album, to ld th e audience:  ÒPeople alwa ys 
ask if  she is t he co n t r o l  freak people say she is.Ó His answe r wa s, ÒHell, yeah.Ó He also complimente d 
Madonna for ÒlookingÉ d a m n  fine". 

Madonna wa s extr emely honoured to  a ccep t  her awa rd. She th anked all of th e people wh o to ld her she 
wo uld never be successful.  ÒThe ones th at said I  wa s ta lentless, th at I  wa s ch u b b y , th at I  couldnÕt sing, 
th at I  wa s a one-hit wo nder. They inspired me because th ey made me questi on m ysel f  repeate dly and 
pushed me to  be bette r,Ó she said to  great ap p lau se. The songstr ess ta lked about her varied and super-
successful career and said music wa s her lo ve:  " I  have gone on to  do so many th ings in my l i f e , from 
wr iti ng children's books, to  designing clot hes, to  directi ng a f ilm . But for me, it alwa ys does, and it  alwa ys 
wi ll, come back to  th e music,  so th ank you."  She also th anked th e an g els wh o she said looked down  on 
her and prote cte d her. Madonna, th e q u een  of pop, and now rock and roll, has sold over 200 m illion 
albums wo rldw ide. 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - d 2 - a 3 - b 4 - c 5 - c 6 - b 7 - d 8 - a 9 - b 10 - d 11 - c 12 - a 
 


