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THE ARTI CLE 

Hunger and m alnut rit ion m ay soon hit  the worldÕs largest  and 

poorest  cit ies. This was the dire warning from  the United Nat ions on 

February 25th. Joset te Sheeran, head of the UNÕs World Food 

Program m e (WFP) warned that  sky- rocket ing food and oil prices are 

m aking it  very hard for the organizat ion to feed the worldÕs poorest  

people. Food prices have risen by up to 40 per cent  in the past  year. 

Ms Sheeran told reporters that  spiraling global inflat ion has created a 

"new face of hunger" . She gave the bare and basic facts that  the UN 

no longer had enough m oney to feed the worldÕs hungry. "We will 

have a significant  gap if comm odity prices rem ain this high, and we 

will need an ext ra half billion dollars just  to m eet  exist ingÉ needs," 

she said. The WFP feeds less than one tenth of the worldÕs hungry 

and starving. That  f igure will great ly decrease if prices cont inue to 

escalate. 

A worry ing new development created by the sharp rises in 

com m odit ies is that  hunger will affect  billions of people in cit ies. 

Many of those on less than a dollar a day will only be able to afford 

one daily m eal. Sheeran warned that  m any people can now no 

longer buy basic food item s. She said:  "There is food on shelves but  

people [ in urban areas]  are priced out  of the m arket .É  There are 

food riots in count ries where we have not  seen them before."  There 

are m any reasons for this upcom ing crisis. Developing count ries like 

I ndia and China are dem anding more anim al feed and their 

expanding m iddle classes are buying m ore food, farm ers are using 

m ore of their land to grow crops for biofuels, and clim ate change is 

creat ing m ore floods and droughts. Ms Sheeran appealed to r ich 

count ries to donate m ore m oney so the WFP could feed the 73 

m illion who rely on it  every day. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . HUNGER:  Walk around the class and talk to other st udent s about  being 
hungry. Change part ners oft en.  Aft er you finish,  sit  wit h your  orig inal part ner( s)  and 
share what  you found out . 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

 hunger /  m alnut r it ion /  poor  cit ies /  food pr ices /  inflat ion /  bare fact s /  
worrying developm ents /  a dollar  a day /  food r iots /  biofuels /  f loods /  drought  

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3 . SPI RAL I N G PRI CES:  With your part ner( s) , decide which of these 
it em s you need m ost .  Which would cause you m ost  f inancial pain if  prices increased? 
What  would you do if prices doubled? Change part ners and share what  you talked 
about . 

Co m m od i t y  /  Ser v i ce I f  t h e p r i ce  o f  É d ou b led , I Õd  É  

a. food  
b. the I nternet    
c.  clothes  
d. m obile phone calls  
e.  water    
f.  pet rol   
g. other _____________  

4 . A DOLLAR  A DAY :  With your par t ner,  talk  about  what  life would be like 
on a dollar  a day.  Change partners and share your ideas and findings. 

5 . I NFLAT I ON :  Spend one m inute writ ing down all of the different  words you 
associate with t he word Ôinflat ionÕ.  Share your words with your par tner(s)  and talk  
about  them . Together,  put  t he words into different  categor ies. 

6 . QUI CK ROLE PLAY :  Students A st r o n g ly  believe that  the wor ld will 
have plent y of food for all soon;  Students B st r o n g ly  disagree.  Change par tners 
again and talk  about  your  roles and conversat ions. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. There m ay soon be m any hungry people in m any wor ld cit ies. T /  F 

b. The United Nat ions can st ill feed all t he people it  needs t o. T /  F 

c. Food prices have gone up by as m uch as 14 percent  in a year. T /  F 

d. The UN only feeds about  ten per cent  of t he wor ldÕs hungry. T /  F 

e. People on a dollar  a day w ill only be able to buy two m eals a day . T /  F 

f.  Alt hough t here is food on shop shelves, t here are food r iot s. T /  F 

g. People are going hungry because count r ies need t o feed anim als. T /  F 

h. Farm ers are using m ore land to produce crops for biofuels. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. m alnut rit ion a. depend on 

2 dire b. it em s 

3. significant  c. increase 

4. spiraling d. st eep 

5. escalate e. terrib le 

6. sharp f.  ser ious 

7. afford g. starvat ion 

8. com m odit ies h. food 

9. feed i.  pay for 

10. rely on j .  r ising 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

1. m alnut rit ion m ay soon hit  the worldÕs  a. out  of the m arket  

2 sky- rocket ing  b. to escalate 

3. global inf lat ion has created a c. "new face of hunger"  

4. The WFP feeds less than one tenth  d. less than a dollar a day 

5. prices cont inue  e. food and oil pr ices 

6. A worrying new  f.  are buy ing m ore food 

7. Many of those on  g. largest  and poorest  cit ies 

8. people in urban areas are pr iced  h. who rely  on it  

9. expanding m iddle classes  i.  of the worldÕs hungry 

10. the WFP could feed the 73 m illion  j .  developm ent  
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Hunger and m alnut rit ion m ay soon __________ the wor ldÕs 

largest  and poorest  cit ies. This was t he dire warning from  the 

Unit ed Nat ions on February 25th.  Joset te Sheeran, __________ of 

the UNÕs Wor ld Food Program m e (WFP)  warned that  sky- rocket ing 

food and oil pr ices are m aking it  very hard for t he organizat ion to 

__________ the wor ldÕs poorest  people. Food pr ices have risen by 

up to 40 per  cent  in t he past  year.  Ms Sheeran told report ers that  

spiraling __________ inflat ion has created a "new face of 

hunger" .  She gave t he bare and basic __________ t hat  the UN no 

longer had enough m oney to feed t he worldÕs hungry. "We will 

have a signif icant  __________ if com m odit y prices rem ain t his 

high,  and we w ill need an ext ra half bill ion dollars j ust  to 

__________ exist ingÉ needs,"  she said.  The WFP feeds less than 

one tenth of t he wor ldÕs hungry and starv ing. That  figure will 

great ly  decrease if  pr ices __________ to escalate. 

  

  

global 

head 

m eet  

cont inue 

facts 

hit  

gap 

feed 

 

A worrying new developm ent  created by the __________ r ises in 

com m odit ies is that  hunger will affect  billions of people in cit ies.  

Many of those on less t han a dollar  a __________ will only  be 

able to afford one daily  m eal.  Sheeran warned t hat  m any people 

can now no longer buy basic food __________. She said:  "There 

is food on __________ but  people [ in urban areas]  are pr iced out  

of the m arket .É  There are food __________ in count ries where 

we have not  seen them  before."  There are m any reasons for t his 

upcom ing __________. Developing count r ies like I ndia and China 

are dem anding m ore anim al feed and their  expanding m iddle 

classes are buy ing m ore food,  farm ers are using m ore of t heir  

land to grow  __________ for b iofuels,  and clim ate change is 

creat ing m ore floods and droughts.  Ms Sheeran appealed t o rich 

count ries to __________ m ore m oney so t he WFP could feed t he 

73 m illion who rely  on it  every day. 

  

r iot s 

 it em s 

crops 

shelves 

donate 

sharp 

cr isis 

day 
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LI STENI NG:   List en  an d  f i l l  in  t h e sp aces. 

Hunger and m alnut r it ion _________________ wor ldÕs largest  and poorest  

cit ies. This was t he dire warning from  the United Nat ions on February 25t h.  

Joset te Sheeran, head of  t he UNÕs Wor ld Food Program m e (WFP) warned t hat  

sky - rocket ing food and oil prices _________________ hard for t he 

organizat ion t o feed t he wor ldÕs poorest  people. Food pr ices 

_________________ 40 per cent  in t he past  year. Ms Sheeran t old reporters 

that  spiraling global inf lat ion has created a "_________________ " . She 

gave t he bare and basic facts t hat  t he UN no longer had enough m oney t o 

feed t he wor ldÕs hungry . "We will have a signif icant  gap if com m odit y prices 

rem ain t his high, and ____________________ half  billion dollars j ust  to 

m eet  ex ist ingÉ needs,"  she said. The WFP feeds _________________ t he 

worldÕs hungry  and st arv ing. That  f igure w ill great ly  decrease if  prices 

cont inue t o escalat e. 

A worry ing new developm ent  _________________ rises in com m odit ies is 

that  hunger will affect  billions of  people in cit ies. Many  of  t hose on less t han 

a dollar a day _________________ afford one daily m eal. Sheeran warned 

that  m any  people can now no longer buy basic food item s. She said:  "There 

is food on shelves but  people [ in urban areas]  _________________ 

m arket .É  There are food r iot s in count r ies where we have not  seen t hem  

before."  There _____________________ this upcom ing cr isis. Developing 

count r ies like I ndia and China are dem anding m ore anim al feed and t heir  

expanding m iddle classes are buying m ore food, farm ers are using m ore of  

their  _____________________ biofuels,  and clim ate change is creat ing 

m ore f loods and drought s. Ms Sheeran appealed t o r ich count r ies to donate 

m ore m oney so t he WFP could feed t he 73 m illion _________________ day . 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôsk y Õ and Ôr ock et Õ. 

sk y  r ock et  

  

  

  

  

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ dire 
¥ oil prices 
¥ global 
¥ face 
¥ gap 
¥ escalate 

¥ sharp 
¥ less 
¥ basic 
¥ crisis 
¥ m iddle 
¥ rely on  
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STUDENT HUNGER SURVEY 

Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  hunger in the table. Do t his in pairs. Each st udent  
m ust  writ e t he quest ions on his /  her own paper . 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 

  

   

Q.2. 

  

   

Q.3. 

  

   

Q.4. 

  

   

Q.5. 

  

   

¥ Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you 
found out . Change part ners oft en. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 

b)  What  springs to m ind when you hear the word ÔhungerÕ? 

c)  WhatÕs the hungriest  youÕve ever been? 

d)  Are you finding that  prices are going up? 

e)  What  price r ises affect  you m ost? 

f)  What  can the UN do to feed m ore of the worldÕs hungry people? 

g)  How will cit ies change if they are full of starving people? 

h)  Are you worried about  the spiraling global inflat ion? 

i)  Are there starving people in your count ry? 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 

b)  What  do you think life is like on a dollar a day? 

c)  Do you worry that  people can spend m illions of dollars on a car, 
jewelry or paint ing, while other people starve to death? 

d)  Could you survive on one sm all m eal a day? 

e)  Could there be food riots in your town? 

f)  Do you think you would r iot  in the st reets to get  food? 

g)  Are you opt im ist ic or pessim ist ic about the story in this art icle? 

h)  What  quest ions would you like to ask Joset te Sheeran? 

i)  Did you like this discussion? Why (not )? 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

Hunger and m alnut r it ion m ay soon (1)  ____ the wor ldÕs largest  and poorest  
cit ies. This was t he dire warning from  the United Nat ions on February 25t h.  
Joset te Sheeran, (2)  ____ of t he UNÕs World Food Program m e (WFP) warned 
that  sky - rocket ing food and oil prices are (3)  ____ it  very hard for t he 
organizat ion t o feed t he worldÕs poorest  people. Food pr ices have r isen by   
(4)  ____ t o 40 per  cent  in t he past  year . Ms Sheeran t old report ers t hat  
spiraling global inf lat ion has creat ed a "new face of hunger" . She gave t he 
bare and basic fact s t hat  t he UN no (5)  ____ had enough m oney t o feed t he 
worldÕs hungry . "We w ill have a signif icant  gap if com m odity pr ices rem ain 
this high, and we w ill need an ext ra half  billion dollars j ust  t o (6)  ____ 
exist ingÉ needs,"  she said. The WFP feeds less t han one tent h of the wor ldÕs 
hungry and starving. That  figure w ill great ly decrease if pr ices cont inue t o 
escalate. 

A worry ing new developm ent  created by t he (7)  ____ r ises in com m odit ies is 
that  hunger will affect  billions of  people in cit ies. Many  of  t hose on less t han 
a dollar a day will only be able to (8)  ____ one daily m eal. Sheeran warned 
that  m any  people can now no longer buy basic food item s. She said:  "There 
is food on shelves but  people [ in urban areas]  are priced (9)  ____ of  t he 
m arket .É  There are food r iot s in count r ies where we have not  seen t hem  
before."  There are m any  reasons for t his upcom ing crisis.  Developing 
count r ies like I ndia and China are dem anding m ore (10)  ____ feed and t heir  
expanding m iddle classes are buying m ore food, farm ers are using m ore of  
their land t o grow crops (11)  ____ biofuels, and clim at e change is creat ing 
m ore f loods and drought s. Ms Sheeran appealed t o r ich count r ies to donate 
m ore m oney so t he WFP could feed t he 73 m illion who rely (12)  ____ it  
every  day. 

1.  (a)  hate (b)  hike ( c)  hit  (d)  hip 

2.  (a)  head  (b)  foot  ( c)  leg  (d)  hand  
3.  (a)  represent ing  (b)  creat ing  ( c)  doing  (d)  m aking  
4.  (a)  in  (b)  up  ( c)  on  (d)  of 
5.  (a)  longest  (b)  long  ( c)  longer  (d)  lengthy  
6.  (a)  j oin  (b)  assem ble ( c)  gather  (d)  m eet  
7.  (a)  sharp  (b)  blunt  ( c)  rough  (d)  point y  
8.  (a)  affect  (b)  afford  ( c)  affair  (d)  aft er  
9.  (a)  for  (b)  to ( c)  in  (d)  out  
10.  (a)  species (b)  creature ( c)  anim al (d)  beast s 
11.  (a)  to (b)  for  ( c)  by  (d)  of 
12.  (a)  on  (b)  in  ( c)  an  (d)  to 
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W RI TI NG:   
Write about  hunger for 10 m inutes.  Correct  your  part nerÕs paper . 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find out  m ore about  the 
spiraling global inflat ion. Share what you discover with your partner(s)  
in the next  lesson. 

3 . FOOD SHORTAG ES:  Make a poster showing the different  
reasons for the food shortages m ent ioned in the art icle. Show your 
work to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Did you all have sim ilar 
things? 

4 . A DOLLAR A DAY :  Write a magazine art icle about life on a 
dollar a day. I nclude im aginary interviews with a hungry and poor  
person who lives on the st reets and a billionaire. 

Read what you wrote to your classmates in the next  lesson. Write 
down new words and expressions. 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to Joset te Sheeran. Ask her three 
quest ions about world hunger. Give her three suggest ions that  m ight  
help the UN feed m ore people. Read your let ter to your partner(s)  in 
your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. T b. F c. F d. T e. F f. T g. T h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

1. ma lnut r it ion a. starvat ion 

2 dire b. terr ible  

3. signif icant  c. ser ious 

4. spiraling d. r ising  

5. escalate e. increase  

6. sharp f. steep  

7. afford g.  pay for  

8. comm odit ies h. it ems   

9. feed i. food  

10. rely on j . depend on  

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. ma lnut r it ion m ay soon hit  t he wor ldÕs  a. largest  and poorest  cit ies 

2 sky- rocket ing  b. food and oil pr ices 

3. global inflat ion has created a c. "n ew face of hunger"  

4. The WFP feeds less than one t ent h  d. of t he worldÕs hungry  

5. pr ices cont inue  e. to escalat e  

6. A worry ing new  f. developme nt   

7. Many of t hose on  g.  less than a dollar  a day  

8. people in urban areas are pr iced  h. out  of  the m arket   

9. expanding mi ddle classes  i. are buy ing m ore food  

10. the WFP could feed the 73 mi llion  j . who rely on it   

GAP FI LL:  

Sp i r a l i n g  p r i ces cr eat e w o r ld  h u n g er  cr i sis  
Hunger and malnutr iti on may soon h i t  t he wo rldÕs largest and poorest citi es. This wa s th e dire wa rning 
from th e Unite d Nati ons on February 25th . Josette  Sheeran, h ead  of th e UNÕs World Food Programme 
(WFP)  wa rned th at sky- rocketi ng food and oil pr ices are m aking it very hard for th e organizati on to  f ee d  
th e wo rldÕs poorest people. Food prices have r isen by up to  40 per cent in th e past  year. Ms Sheeran to ld  
reporte rs th at spiraling g lo b a l  inf lati on has create d a "new face of hunger". She gave th e bare and basic 
f act s th at  th e UN no longer had enough money to  feed th e wo rldÕs hungry. "We wi ll have a signif icant  
g ap  if commodity  prices remain th is high, and we  wi ll need an extr a half billion dollars just to  m eet  
ex isti ngÉn eeds,"  she said. The WFP feeds less th an one te nth  of th e wo rldÕs hungry and sta rv ing. That 
f igure wi ll greatl y  decrease if pr ices co n t in u e to  escalate . 

A worry ing new development create d by th e sh ar p  r ises in  comm oditi es is th at hunger wi ll affect billions 
of people in citi es.  Many of th ose on less th an a dollar  a d ay  w ill on ly  be able to  afford one daily  meal.  
Sheeran wa rned th at many people can now no longer buy basic food i t em s. She said:  "There is food on 
sh elves but people [ in urban areas]  are priced out of th e market.É There are food r io t s  in countr ies 
wh ere we  have not seen th em before."  There are many reasons for th is upcom ing cr is is . Developing 
count r ies like I ndia and China are demanding more animal feed and th eir expanding m iddle classes are 
buying more food, farmers are using more of th eir land to  grow cr o p s for biofuels, and climate  change is 
creati ng more f loods and droughts . Ms Sheeran appealed to  r ich countr ies to  d o n at e more money so th e 
WFP could feed th e 73 m illion wh o rely  on it every day. 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - c 2 -a 3 - d 4 - b 5 - c 6 - d 7 -a 8 - b 9 -d 10 - c 11 - b 12 - a 
 


