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THE ARTI CLE 

A new count ry was born on February 17th as Kosovo declared it s 

independence from  Serbia. The st reets of Prist ina, KosovoÕs capital 

cit y, were full of f ireworks and people party ing, as Kosovans 

celebrated their status as the worldÕs newest  nat ion. However, the 

scene in Belgrade, the Serbian capital, was very different . SerbiaÕs 

governm ent called the declarat ion illegal and said it  would never, 

ever recognize it . Serbians believe Kosovo is a sacred part  of the 

Serbian hom eland. Russia and China condem ned Kosovo for 

declaring it self independent  and said the m ove could spark a new 

conflict  in the Balkans. Moscow now fears that  Chechnya and other 

regions, those Vladim ir Put in calls Òfrozen conflicts,Ó will t ry and push 

for independence from  Russia. Put in called, unsuccessfully, for a 

special meet ing of the United Nat ions Securit y Council. 

Republic of Kosovo prim e m inister Hashim  Thaci said his new count ry 

would be a "dem ocrat ic, m ult i-ethnic state."  He said all of it s cit izens 

would enjoy the sam e rights Ð both the ethnic Albanians which form 

90%  of the populat ion and the 10%  Serb m inorit y. Thaci told his 

parliam ent:  "We never lost  faith in the dream  that  one day we would 

stand am ong the free nat ions of the world, and today we 

doÉ Dream s are infinite, our challenges loom  large, but  nothing can 

deter us from  m oving forward to the greatness that  history has 

reserved for us."  I n a warning to Serbia, he said:  "Kosovo will never 

be ruled by Belgrade again.Ó The USA, Britain, France, Germ any and 

I taly supported KosovoÕs m ove and will help the young count ry 

develop in it s early years. The European Union, however, is split  over 

whether or not  to recognize KosovoÕs independence. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . I NDEPEN DENCE:  Walk around t he class and talk  t o other  st udent s 
about  being independent .  Change part ners often.  Aft er  you f inish,  sit  w it h your  
orig inal par tner( s)  and share what  you found out . 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

 new count ries /  fireworks /  par ty ing /  capital city  /  conflicts /  independence /  
m ult i- et hnic states /  m inorit ies /  losing faith /  challenges /  being ruled 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3 . PREDI CTI ON:  With your partner( s) ,  use all of the above words and m ake 
your own story  based on t he headline. Change part ners and share your stories. 

4 . NEW  NAT I ON :  With your part ner(s) , create a new nat ion.  Fill in  t he 
details in t he table.  Change partners and share what  you created. 

Nam e:   Mot t o:   

Flag:   Anthem :   

Sym bol:   Capital:   

5 . I N DEPENDENCE DAY :  With your par tner,  talk  about  which of the 
things below  are im portant  for  a count ryÕs independence day. Rank them  in order  of 
m ost  im portant .  Change partners and share your ideas and findings 

a.  _____   a public holiday w it h no work /  school 
b.  _____   fly ing the nat ionÕs flag from  your house 
c.  _____   singing the nat ional anthem  
d.  _____   fireworks 
e.  _____   special ÒIndependence DayÓ TV program m es 
f.  _____   a cerem ony rem em bering nat ional heroes 

6 . NAT I ON :  Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of t he different  words you 
associate w ith the word Ônat ionÕ.  Share your words with your  partner( s)  and talk  
about  them . Together,  put  t he words into different  categor ies. 

7 . QUI CK ROLE PLAY :  Student  A st r o n g ly  believes that any region of the 
wor ld can declare it self an independent  count ry  if a m ajority  of its cit izens want  
independence;  Student  B st r o n g ly  disagrees.  Change par tners again and talk  about  
your  roles and conversat ions. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Kosovo becam e a new, independent  republic of Serbia. T /  F 

b. People in t he Serbian capital were not  happy on February 17 th. T /  F 

c. Russia and China fully support  KosovoÕs independence. T /  F 

d. Vladim ir Put in said t here would be wars colder  t han t he Cold War. T /  F 

e. KosovoÕs prim e m inister said his new nat ion would be fair  to all. T /  F 

f.  Serbs m ake up alm ost  half of KosovoÕs populat ion. T /  F 

g. KosovoÕs prim e m inister did not  rule out  being ruled by  Serbia. T /  F 

h. Not  all of t he European Union m em bers support  KosovoÕs m ove. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. declared a. governed 

2 part ying b. cr it icized 

3. sacred c. celebrat ing 

4. condem ned d. nat ion 

5. spark e. dom inate 

6. state f.  holy 

7. inf in it e g. ignite 

8. loom  large h. divided 

9. ru led i.  announced 

10. split  j .  lim it less 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

1. Kosovo declared its independence  a. KosovoÕs independence 

2 full of fireworks and people  b. from  Serbia 

3. their status as the  c. m oving forward 

4. spark a new  d. state 

5. a special m eet ing of t he Unit ed Nat ions  e. conflict  in t he Balkans 

6. a dem ocrat ic,  m ult i- et hnic  f.  loom  large 

7. We never lost  faith  g. part ying 

8. our  challenges  h. Secur it y Council 

9. nothing can deter  us from   i.  wor ldÕs newest  nat ion 

10. split  over  whether  or  not  to recognize  j .  in the dream  
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

A new count ry  was __________ on February 17th as Kosovo 

declared it s independence from  Serbia.  The st reet s of Prist ina,  

KosovoÕs capital cit y, were full of f ireworks and people 

__________,  as Kosovans celebrated their  __________ as the 

wor ldÕs newest  nat ion.  However, the scene in Belgrade, the 

Serbian capital,  was very different .  SerbiaÕs governm ent  called 

the declarat ion illegal and said it  would never,  ever  __________ 

it .  Serbians believe Kosovo is a __________ part  of the Serbian 

hom eland.  Russia and China condem ned Kosovo for declar ing 

it self independent  and said t he m ove could __________ a new 

conflict  in the Balkans. Moscow now fears that  Chechnya and 

other regions, t hose Vladim ir Put in calls Òfrozen conflict s,Ó will t ry  

and __________ for  independence from  Russia.  Put in 

__________,  unsuccessfully,  for a special m eet ing of t he Unit ed 

Nat ions Secur it y Council.  

  

  

sacred 

part ying 

push 

recognize 

born 

spark 

called 

status 

 

Republic of Kosovo prim e m inist er  Hashim  Thaci said his new 

count ry would be a "dem ocrat ic,  m ult i- ethnic __________."  He 

said all of it s cit izens would enjoy t he sam e __________ Ð both 

the ethnic Albanians which form  90%  of t he populat ion and the 

10%  Serb __________.  Thaci t old his parliam ent :  "We never lost  

faith in the dream  that  one day we would __________ am ong the 

free nat ions of the wor ld, and today we doÉ Dream s are infin it e,  

our  challenges loom  large,  but  nothing can __________ us from  

m oving forward to the greatness that  hist ory  has reserved for us."  

I n a warning to Serbia,  he said:  "Kosovo will never be 

__________ by Belgrade again.Ó The USA,  Br itain,  France,  

Germ any and I taly  supported KosovoÕs m ove and will help the 

young count ry  __________ in its early  years. The European 

Union,  however, is __________ over  whether or not  to recognize 

KosovoÕs independence. 

  

m inor it y 

 develop 

stand 

ruled 

state 

deter 

split  

r ight s 
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LI STENI NG:   List en  an d  f i l l  in  t h e sp aces. 

A new count ry __________________ February 17t h as Kosovo declared it s 

independence from  Serbia.  The st reet s of Prist ina, KosovoÕs capit al cit y , were 

full of fireworks and _______________, as Kosovans celebrated t heir stat us 

as t he __________________. However , t he scene in Belgrade, t he Serbian 

capital,  was very  different . SerbiaÕs governm ent  called t he 

__________________ said it  would never , ever recognize it . Serbians 

believe Kosovo is a sacred part  of t he Serbian hom eland. Russia and China 

condem ned Kosovo for declaring it self independent  and _________________ 

spark a new conf lict  in the Balkans. Moscow now fears that  Chechnya and 

ot her regions, t hose Vladim ir Put in __________________Ó will t ry and push 

for  independence from  Russia.  Put in called, unsuccessfully , for a special 

m eet ing of  t he United Nat ions Secur it y Council. 

Republic of Kosovo prim e m inister Hashim  Thaci said his new count ry would 

be a "dem ocrat ic, __________________."  He said all of it s cit izens would 

__________________ Ð bot h t he et hnic Albanians which form  90%  of t he 

populat ion and t he 10%  Serb m inorit y . Thaci told his par liam ent :  "We never  

__________________ dream  t hat  one day  we would stand am ong t he free 

nat ions of  t he world, and t oday we doÉ __________________, our  

challenges loom  large, but  not hing can det er us f rom  m ov ing forward t o t he 

great ness t hat  hist ory has __________________."  I n a warning to Serbia,  

he said:  "Kosovo w ill never be ruled by Belgrade again.Ó The USA, Br it ain,  

France, Germ any and I t aly support ed KosovoÕs m ove and _______________ 

count ry  develop in it s early  years. The European Union, however , is split  over  

__________________ recognize KosovoÕs independence. 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôcap i t a lÕ and Ôci t y Õ. 

cap i t a l  ci t y  

  

  

  

  

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ born 
¥ full 
¥ scene 
¥ never 
¥ spark 
¥ frozen 

¥ m ult i 
¥ form  
¥ lost  
¥ loom  
¥ ruled 
¥ split  
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STUDENT CONFLI CTS SURVEY 

Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  conf lict s in t he table. Do t his in pairs. Each 
st udent  m ust  writ e t he quest ions on his /  her own paper . 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 

  

   

Q.2. 

  

   

Q.3. 

  

   

Q.4. 

  

   

Q.5. 

  

   

¥ Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you 
found out . Change part ners oft en. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 

b)  What  springs to m ind when you hear the word ÔindependenceÕ? 

c)  What  are your feelings toward KosovoÕs independence? 

d)  What  do you know about  Kosovo? 

e)  Do you think Kosovo should com pete as a count ry at  the Beij ing 
Olym pics? 

f)  Do you think different  regions of Russia and the world will now t ry 
and push for independence? 

g)  How m any m ore regions are there in the world that  you would like 
to becom e count ries? 

h)  Why do you think China is against  Kosovo independence? 

i)  Do you celebrate the independence of your count ry? 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 

b)  I s your count ry a successful m ult i-ethnic state? 

c)  Do all cit izens in your count ry enjoy the sam e rights? 

d)  What  do you think itÕs like to be a m inorit y in a count ry? 

e)  Are your dream s infinite? 

f)  Do your challenges loom  large? 

g)  What  do Britain and the USA need to do to help Kosovo in it s early 
years? 

h)  What  quest ions would you like to ask Vladim ir Put in? 

i)  Did you like this discussion? Why (not )? 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

A new count ry  was (1)  ____ on February 17t h as Kosovo declared it s 
independence from  Serbia.  The st reet s of Prist ina, KosovoÕs capit al cit y , were 
full of f ireworks and people (2)  ____, as Kosovans celebrated t heir st at us (3)  
____ t he wor ldÕs newest  nat ion. However , t he scene in Belgrade, t he Serbian 
capital,  was very  different . SerbiaÕs governm ent  called t he declarat ion illegal 
and said it  would never , ever  recognize it .  Serbians believe Kosovo is a (4 )  
____ part  of  t he Serbian hom eland. Russia and China condem ned Kosovo for  
declar ing it self independent  and said t he m ove could spark a new conf lict  in 
the Balkans. Moscow now (5)  ____ t hat  Chechnya and ot her regions, t hose 
Vladim ir Put in calls Òfrozen conf lict s,Ó will t ry and push for independence from  
Russia. Put in called, unsuccessfully , (6)  ____ a special m eet ing of t he United 
Nat ions Secur it y Council. 

Republic of Kosovo prim e m inister Hashim  Thaci said his new count ry would 
be a "dem ocrat ic, m ult i-et hnic (7)  ____."  He said all of it s cit izens would 
enjoy t he sam e r ight s Ð bot h the et hnic Albanians which form  90%  of the 
populat ion and t he 10%  Serb (8)  ____. Thaci t old his parliam ent :  "We never  
lost  fait h in t he dream  t hat  one day we would stand am ong t he free nat ions 
of t he wor ld, and t oday we doÉ Dream s are inf init e, our challenges loom  
large, but  not hing can deter us (9)  ____ m oving forward t o the great ness 
that  hist ory (10)  ____ reserved for us."  I n a warning t o Serbia, he said :  
"Kosovo w ill never be ruled by Belgrade again.Ó The USA, Br itain,  France, 
Germ any and I taly supported KosovoÕs m ove and will help t he young count ry  
develop (11)  ____ it s ear ly years. The European Union, however , is split  over  
(12)  ____ or not  t o recognize KosovoÕs independence. 

1. (a)  bir th (b)  born ( c)  been (d)  creat ing 

2. (a)  part ies (b)  part y ( c)  part ying (d)  part ed 

3. (a)  as (b)  of ( c)  by (d)  on 

4. (a)  sacr if ice (b)  scarred ( c)  scared (d)  sacred 

5. (a)  fear (b)  afraid ( c)  fears (d)  fear less 

6. (a)  for (b)  by ( c)  up (d)  on 

7. (a)  statue (b)  stat ic ( c)  status (d)  state 

8. (a)  m ajor (b)  m inor it y ( c)  m inor (d)  m ajority 

9. (a)  on (b)  as ( c)  for (d)  from  

10. (a)  having (b)  have ( c)  has (d)  has had 

11. (a)  on (b)  in ( c)  by (d)  under 

12. (a)  whether (b)  wither ( c)  weather (d)  whichever 
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W RI TI NG:   
Write about  Kosovo for 10 m inut es. Correct  your part nerÕs paper . 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find out  about  KosovoÕs 
independence. Share what  you discover with your partner(s)  in the 
next  lesson. 

3 . BAL KAN S:  Make a poster about  each of the Balkan count ries. 
How have their recent  histories been different? Show your work to 
your classm ates in the next  lesson. Did you all have sim ilar things? 

4 . NEW  NAT I ON:  Write a m agazine art icle about the creat ion of 
the worldÕs newest nat ion. I nclude im aginary interviews with a Prist ina 
resident  and som eone who thought  independence was a bad idea. 

Read what you wrote to your classmates in the next  lesson. Write 
down new words and expressions. 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to Kosovo prim e m inister Hashim Thaci. 
Ask him three quest ions about  what he will do over the com ing 
m onths. Give him  three suggest ions on what  he should do from  now to 
m ake Kosovo a success. Read your let ter to your partner(s)  in your 
next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. T c. F d. F e. T f. T g. F h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

1. declared a. announced 

2 partying b. celebrat ing 

3. sacred c. holy  

4. condem ned d. cr it icized  

5. spark e. ignite 

6. state f. nat ion  

7. infinite g.  limi t less  

8. loom large h. domi nate  

9. ruled i. governed  

10. split  j . divided  

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. Kosovo declared it s independence  a. from  Serbia 

2 full of fireworks and people  b. part ying in the st reets  

3. their  stat us as the  c. wor ldÕs newest  nat ion 

4. spark a new  d. conflict  in t he Balkans 

5. a special m eet ing of t he United Nat ions  e. Secur it y Council  

6. a dem ocrat ic, mu lt i-et hnic  f. state  

7. We never lost  faith  g.  in t he dream  

8. our  challenges  h. loom large  

9. not hing can deter us from   i. mo v ing forward  

10. split  over whether  or  not  t o recognize  j . KosovoÕs independence  

GAP FI LL:  

Kosov o  d ecl a r es i n d ep en d en ce 
A new countr y wa s b o r n  on February 17th  as Kosovo declared its  independence from Serbia. The str eets  
of Pristi na, KosovoÕs capita l city , we re full of f irewo rks and people p ar t y in g , as Kosovans celebrate d th eir  
s t a t u s as th e wo rldÕs newe st nati on. Howe ver, th e scene in Belgrade, th e Serbian capita l, wa s very  
different. SerbiaÕs government called th e declarati on illegal and said it wo uld never, ever r eco g n ize it.  
Serbians believe Kosovo is a sacr e d  part of th e Serbian homeland. Russia and China condemned Kosovo 
for declaring itself independent and said th e move could sp ar k  a new conflict in th e Balkans. Moscow now 
fears th at Chechnya and oth er regions, th ose Vladim ir Puti n calls Òfrozen conflict s,Ó wi ll tr y  and p u sh  for 
independence from Russia. Puti n ca l led , unsuccessfully , for a special meeti ng of th e Unite d Nati ons 
Security  Council.  

Republic of Kosovo prime m iniste r Hashim  Thaci said his new countr y wo uld be a "democrati c, multi -eth nic 
s t a t e."  He said all of its  citi zens wo uld enjoy th e same r i g h t s Ð both  th e eth nic Albanians which form  
90%  of th e populati on and th e 10%  Serb m in o r i t y . Thaci to ld his parliament:  "We never lost faith  in th e 
dream th at one day we  wo uld st an d  among th e free nati ons of th e wo rld, and t oday we  doÉD reams are 
infinite , our challenges loom large, but nothing can d et e r  us from moving forwa rd to  th e greatn ess th at  
histo ry has reserved for us."  I n a wa rning to  Serbia, he said:  "Kosovo wi ll never be r u led  by Belgrade 
again.Ó The USA, Brita in, France, Germany and I ta ly  supporte d KosovoÕs move and wi ll help th e young 
countr y d e velo p  in it s early  years. The European Union, howe ver, is sp l i t  over wh eth er or not t o 
recognize KosovoÕs independence. 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - b 2 - c 3 - a 4 - d 5 - c 6 - a 7 - d 8 -b 9 - d 10 - c 11 - b 12 - a 
 


