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THE ARTI CLE 

China has expressed regret  over the decision of US film -m aker 

Steven Spielberg to cut  his t ies with the 2008 Olym pic Games. The 

Hollywood producer decided to quit  his post  as the GamesÕ art ist ic 

director because of the genocide in Darfur, and his view that  China 

could do m ore to stop it . He told reporters:  "Sudan's governm ent  

bears the bulk of the responsibilit y  for these ongoing crim es but  the 

internat ional com munity, and part icularly China, should be doing 

m ore to end the cont inuing hum an suffering."  China hit  back at  the 

negat ive press by saying it  had worked t irelessly for years to bring 

about  peace in Sudan. "The Chinese governm ent  has m ade 

[ cont inual]  efforts to resolve the Darfur conflict ,Ó said Zhu Jing, a 

spokeswom an from  the Olym pic organizing com m it tee. She added 

that  ChinaÕs endeavor to bring regional peace was Òan obvious fact  

to the internat ional comm unityÓ. 

SpielbergÕs withdrawal coincides with Nobel Prize winners, Olym pic 

athletes, writers, actors and polit icians from  around the world 

signing a let ter crit icizing China over Darfur. Signatories include 

South Africa's Archbishop Desm ond Tutu. Ms Jing said that  Darfur 

should not  be linked to the Beij ing Games because it  would not  help 

to resolve the issue and was Ònot  in line with the Olym pic spir it  that  

separates sports from polit ics.Ó China's ÔGlobal Tim esÕ newspaper 

expressed out rage at  what  it  called Western exploitat ion of the 

Olym pics. I tÕs editorial ran:  "The vast  m ajorit y of Chinese people 

have expressedÉ out rage at  the Western pressure. I n their v iew, it 's 

absolutely absurd to place the Darfur issueÉ on the head of China." 

China is one of SudanÕs closest  allies and buys m ost  of it s oil 

exports. China is also a m ajor supplier of weapons to Sudan. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . BEI JI NG OLYMP I CS:  Walk around t he class and talk  to other students 
about  t he 2008 Olym pic Gam es in Beij ing. Change partners oft en.  Aft er  you f in ish,  
sit  w it h your  orig inal part ner( s)  and share what  you found out . 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

 regret  /  cut t ing t ies /  genocide /  bear ing responsibilit y /  suffer ing /  endeavor /  
coincidences /  resolv ing issues /  the Olym pic spirit  /  out rage /  weapons supplier 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3 . PREDI CTI ON:  With your partner( s) ,  use all of the above words and m ake 
your own story  based on t he headline. Change part ners and share your stories. 

4 . REGRETS:  Com plete the table below.  Talk  with your  part ner( s)  about  what  
you wrote.  Change par tners and share what  you heard w it h others. 

Things I  really m y count ry  
doing 

Things I  regret  m y count ry  
not  doing 

Things I  have no regrets 
about  m y count ry  doing  

   

   

   

   

5 . DARFUR OLYMP I CS:  With your part ner,  talk  about  which of t he these 
possibilit ies you agree with.  Rank them  in order  of your  favourit e.  Change par tners 
and share your ideas and f indings 

a. _____   Boycot t  the Olym pics unless China acts 
b. _____   Hold t he Olym pic Gam es in Darfur 
c.  _____   Ban Sudan from  com pet ing in the Olym pics 
d. _____   Renam e the Gam es ÒOlym pics for  DarfurÓ 
e.  _____   Allow  a Team  Darfur to com pete in the Beij ing Gam es 
f.  _____   Show the num bers of dead in t he genocide next  to the m edals tables 

6 . REGRET:  Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of the different  words you  
associate w it h t he word ÔregretÕ. Share your words w ith your partner( s)  and talk  
about  them . Together,  put  t he words into different  categor ies. 

7 . QUI CK ROLE PLAY :  Student  A st r o n g ly  believes that  China should put 
st rong pressure on Sudan over Darfur;  Student  B st r on g ly  believes t hat  spor t  and 
polit ics shouldnÕt  m ix. Change part ners again and talk about  your roles and 
conversat ions. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Steven Spielberg has refused free Olym pics t icket s f rom  China. T /  F 

b. Spielberg quit  his Olym pics j ob because of t he Darfur  genocide. T /  F 

c. China said it  has worked for m any years to br ing peace t o Sudan. T /  F 

d. An Olym pics spokeswom an said ChinaÕs peace effort s arenÕt  clear . T /  F 

e. Archbishop Desm ond Tut u wrote to China t o request  t icket s. T /  F 

f.  The Olym pics spokeswom an said spor t  and polit ics shouldnÕt  m ix. T /  F 

g. A Chinese paper said t he West  was t aking advant age of t he Gam es. T /  F 

h. China and Sudan supply each ot her wit h weapons and oil. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. expressed a. happens t ogether 

2 t ies b. lionÕs share 

3. bulk c. rid iculous 

4. t irelessly d. m aking the m ost  of 

5. endeavor e. doggedly 

6. coincides f.  relat ions 

7. resolve g. great  

8. exploitat ion h. indicated 

9. vast  i.  set t le 

10. absurd j .  effor t  

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

1. expressed regret   a. of the responsibility 

2 Sudan's governm ent  bears the bulk   b. on the head of China 

3. end t he cont inuing hum an  c. over the decision 

4. it  had worked  d. China over  Darfur 

5. ChinaÕs endeavor to br ing  e. with t he Olym pic spir it  

6. signing a let ter  cr it icizing  f.  regional peace 

7. not  in line  g. of the Olym pics 

8. Western exploitat ion  h. t irelessly  for years 

9. absurd to place the Darfur  issueÉ  i.  weapons t o Sudan 

10. China is also a m aj or  supplier  of  j .  suffering 



China anger at  Spielberg Olym pics snub 15th  February, 2008 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

More free lessons at  www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com                5 

W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

China has expressed __________ over  the decision of US film -

m aker Steven Spielberg to __________ his t ies w it h the 2008 

Olym pic Gam es. The Hollywood producer decided to quit  h is 

__________ as t he Gam esÕ ar t ist ic director  because of the 

genocide in Darfur,  and his view  t hat  China could do m ore to stop 

it .  He told report ers:  "Sudan's governm ent  __________ the bulk  

of the responsibilit y  for  t hese ongoing cr im es but  t he int ernat ional 

com m unity,  and part icularly  China,  should be doing m ore to end 

the cont inuing hum an suffer ing."  China __________ back at  the 

negat ive press by saying it  had worked __________ for  years to 

bring about  peace in Sudan. "The Chinese governm ent  has m ade 

[ cont inual]  effort s to __________ the Darfur  conflict ,Ó said Zhu 

Jing,  a spokeswom an from  the Olym pic organizing com m it t ee.  

She added t hat  ChinaÕs endeavor to br ing regional peace was Òan 

__________ fact  t o the int ernat ional com m unit yÓ. 

  

  

post  

t irelessly 

cut  

resolve 

regret  

hit  

obvious 

bears 

 

SpielbergÕs withdrawal __________ with Nobel Pr ize winners,  

Olym pic athletes,  w riters,  actors and polit icians from  around the 

wor ld signing a let t er  cr it icizing China over Darfur. __________ 

include South Afr ica's Archbishop Desm ond Tutu. Ms Jing said that  

Darfur should not  be __________ to the Beij ing Gam es because it  

would not  help to resolve the issue and was Ònot  in __________ 

with t he Olym pic spir it  t hat  separates sports from  polit ics.Ó 

China's ÔGlobal Tim esÕ newspaper expressed out rage at  what  it  

called Western exploitat ion of the Olym pics.  I tÕs __________ ran:  

"The vast  m ajority  of Chinese people have expressedÉ out rage at  

the Western pressure. I n t heir __________, it 's absolutely 

__________ to place the Darfur  issueÉ on t he head of China."  

China is one of SudanÕs closest  __________ and buys m ost  of its 

oil exports. China is also a m ajor supplier of weapons t o Sudan. 

  

signatories 

 v iew 

linked 

allies 

coincides 

editorial 

line 

absurd 
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LI STENI NG:   List en  an d  f i l l  in  t h e sp aces. 

China has expressed regret  _________________________ US f ilm -m aker  

Steven Spielberg ___________________ the 2008 Olym pic Gam es. The 

Hollywood producer decided ___________________ t he Gam esÕ art ist ic 

direct or  because of t he genocide in Darfur ,  and his v iew t hat  China could do 

m ore to st op it . He t old report ers:  "Sudan's governm ent  

___________________ responsibilit y  for  these ongoing cr im es but  t he 

internat ional com m unity , and part icular ly China, should be doing m ore t o end 

the cont inuing hum an suffering."  China ___________________ negat ive 

press by saying it  had worked t irelessly  ___________________ peace in 

Sudan. "The Chinese governm ent  has m ade [ cont inual]  effort s t o resolve t he 

Darfur conf lict ,Ó said Zhu Jing, a spokeswom an from  t he Olym pic organizing 

com m it tee. She added t hat  ChinaÕs endeavor  t o bring regional peace was 

___________________ int ernat ional com m unityÓ. 

SpielbergÕs wit hdrawal _______________ Nobel Prize winners, Olym pic 

at hletes, wr iters, actors and polit icians from  around t he wor ld signing a let t er  

cr it icizing China over Dar fur . _______________ Sout h Afr ica's Archbishop 

Desm ond Tut u. Ms Jing said t hat  Darfur should _______________ Beij ing 

Gam es because it  would not  help t o resolve t he issue and was 

Ò_______________ t he Olym pic spir it  t hat  separates sport s from  polit ics.Ó 

China's ÔGlobal Tim esÕ newspaper __________________ at  what  it  called 

Western exploitat ion of t he Olym pics.  I tÕs edit orial ran:  "The vast  m ajor it y of  

Chinese people have expressedÉ out rage at  the West ern pressure. I n t heir  

v iew, it 's ___________________ place t he Darfur  issueÉ on t he head of  

China."  China is one of SudanÕs closest  allies and buys m ost  of it s oil export s.  

China ______________________ of weapons t o Sudan. 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôex p r essÕ and Ôr eg r et Õ. 

ex p r ess r eg r et  

  

  

  

  

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ cut  
¥ post  
¥ bears 
¥ end 
¥ press 
¥ endeavor 

¥ coincides 
¥ linked 
¥ resolve 
¥ Western 
¥ vast  
¥ closest  
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STUDENT DARFUR SURVEY 

Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  Darfur  in t he t able. Do t his in pairs.  Each st udent  
m ust  writ e t he quest ions on his /  her own paper . 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 

  

   

Q.2. 

  

   

Q.3. 

  

   

Q.4. 

  

   

Q.5. 

  

   

¥ Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you 
found out . Change part ners oft en. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 

b)  What  springs to m ind when you hear the word ÔOlym picsÕ? 

c)  What  are your feelings toward what is happening in Darfur? 

d)  What  do you think of Steven SpielbergÕs decision to quit  his 
Olym pic post  and cut  his t ies with Beij ing? 

e)  How worried do you think China is about  negat ive press and bad 
publicity affect ing the Beij ing Olym pic Gam es? 

f)  George W. Bush recent ly said what  was happening in Darfur was 
genocide. Do you agree with him ? 

g)  What  responsibilit y  does China have towards t ry ing to end the 
hum an suffering in Darfur? 

h)  I f the US thinks genocide is happening in Darfur, why do you think 
it  isnÕt  act ing to stop it? 

i)  I s ChinaÕs endeavor to bring regional peace in Sudan an Òobvious 
factÓ to you? 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 

b)  Why do you think itÕs m ainly athletes and art ists who are 
pressuring China over Darfur? 

c)  Do you agree with Olym pic spokeswom an Zhu Jing when she said 
Darfur should not  be linked to the Olympics Gam es? 

d)  Can polit ics and sport  ever be kept  separate, especially with the 
Olym pics? 

e)  Do you agree the West is exploit ing the Olym pics over Darfur? 

f)  Do you think count ries with poor hum an rights records should be 
banned from holding the Olym pic Gam es? 

g)  Would you like to go to the Beij ing Games? 

h)  What  quest ions would you like to ask Steven Spielberg? 

i)  Did you like this discussion? Why (not )? 



China anger at  Spielberg Olym pics snub 15th  February, 2008 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

More free lessons at  www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com                10 

LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

China has expressed regret  (1)  ____ t he decision of US film -m aker  Steven 
Spielberg t o cut  his (2)  ____ w it h t he 2008 Olym pic Gam es. The Hollywood 
producer decided to quit  his post  as the Gam esÕ art ist ic direct or because of  
the genocide in Dar fur , and his (3)  ____ t hat  China could do m ore t o st op it .  
He t old reporters:  "Sudan's governm ent  (4)  ____ t he bulk of t he 
responsibilit y  for t hese ongoing crim es but  the internat ional com m unity , and 
part icularly China, should be doing m ore to end t he cont inuing hum an 
suffer ing."  China hit  back at  t he negat ive press by say ing it  had worked     
(5)  ____ for years to br ing about  peace in Sudan. "The Chinese governm ent  
has m ade [ cont inual]  effort s t o resolve t he Dar fur conflict ,Ó said Zhu Jing, a 
spokeswom an from  t he Olym pic organizing com m it tee. She added t hat  
ChinaÕs endeavor t o br ing regional peace was Òan (6)  ____ fact  t o t he 
internat ional com m unityÓ. 

SpielbergÕs w it hdrawal (7)  ____ wit h Nobel Pr ize winners, Olym pic at hletes,  
wr iters,  act ors and polit icians from  around t he world signing a let t er  
cr it icizing China over  Darfur. (8)  ____ include Sout h Afr ica's Archbishop 
Desm ond Tut u.  Ms Jing said t hat  Darfur should not  be linked t o t he Beij ing 
Gam es because it  would not  help t o resolve t he issue and was Ònot  (9)  ____ 
line wit h t he Olym pic spir it  t hat  separat es sport s from  polit ics.Ó China's 
ÔGlobal Tim esÕ newspaper expressed out rage at  what  it  called West ern 
exploit at ion of the Olym pics. I t Õs edit or ial (10)  ____:  "The vast  m ajorit y of  
Chinese people have expressedÉ out rage at  the West ern pressure. I n t heir  
v iew, it 's (11)  ____ absurd to place t he Darfur  issueÉ on t he head of  China."  
China is one of  SudanÕs closest  (12)  ____ and buys m ost  of  it s oil export s.  
China is also a m ajor supplier of weapons to Sudan. 

1. (a)  under (b)  on ( c)  in (d)  over 

2. (a)  t ies (b)  neckt ies ( c)  bow t ies (d)  t ie-dye 

3. (a)  viewing (b)  view (c)  viewer (d)  viewed 

4. (a)  out foxes (b)  dogs ( c)  bears (d)  apes 

5. (a)  t ires (b)  t ire ( c)  t irelessly (d)  t ireless 

6. (a)  obviously (b)  obvious ( c)  oblivious (d)  obliviously 

7. (a)  coincidences (b)  coinciding ( c)  coincidence (d)  coincides 

8. (a)  Signatories (b)  Signs ( c)  Signature (d)  Autographs 

9. (a)  on (b)  in ( c)  parallel (d)  out  of 

10. (a)  spr inted (b)  jogged (c)  dashed (d)  ran 

11. (a)  absolut ist  (b)  absolute ( c)  absolutely (d)  absoluteness 

12. (a)  allies (b)  ally ( c)  alliance (d)  alied 
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W RI TI NG:   
Write about  t he Olym pics for 10 m inutes. Correct  your part nerÕs paper . 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the Internet  and find out  about polit ics and 
the Olym pics. Share what you discover with your partner(s)  in the 
next  lesson. 

3 . OLYMP I CS:  Make a poster about  your favourite Olym pics 
events. Show your work to your classmates in the next  lesson. Did you 
all have sim ilar things? 

4 . SN UB:  Write a m agazine art icle about  Steven SpielbergÕs decision 
to snub China and the Beij ing Olym pics. I nclude im aginary interviews 
with Mr Spielberg and ChinaÕs President Hu Jintao. 

Read what you wrote to your classmates in the next  lesson. Write 
down new words and expressions. 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to Steven Spielberg. Ask him  three 
quest ions about  his decision to snub China and the Beij ing Olym pics. 
Give him three suggest ions on what he should do from  now to help 
stop the hum an suffering in Darfur. Read your let ter to your partner(s)  
in your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. T c. T d. F e. F f. T g. T h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

1. expressed a. indicated 

2 t ies b. relat ions  

3. bulk c. lionÕs share  

4. t irelessly d. doggedly  

5. endeavor e. effort   

6. coincides f. happens together  

7. resolve g.  set t le 

8. exploit at ion h. ma king the m ost  of   

9. vast  i. great   

10. absurd j . r idiculous  

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. expressed regret   a. over t he decision 

2 Sudan's governme nt  bears the bulk  b. of t he responsibilit y  

3. end the cont inuing huma n  c. suf fer ing  

4. it  had worked  d. t irelessly for  years 

5. ChinaÕs endeavor  to br ing  e. regional peace  

6. signing a let ter  cr it icizing  f. China over Dar fur   

7. not  in line  g.  with the Olymp ic spir it   

8. Western exploitat ion  h. of t he Olymp ics  

9. absurd to place the Darfur issueÉ  i. on the head of China  

10. China is also a m ajor supplier  of   j . weapons t o Sudan  

GAP FI LL:  

Ch i n a an g er  at  Sp i elb er g  Oly m p i cs sn u b  
China has expressed r e g r e t  over th e decision of US film - m aker Ste ven Spielberg to  cu t  his ti es wi th  th e 
2008 Olympic Games. The Hollywo od producer decided to  quit his p o st  as th e GamesÕ art isti c directo r  
because of th e genocide in Darfur, and his v iew th at China could do more to  sto p it. He to ld reporte rs:  
"Sudan's government b ear s t he bulk of th e responsibility  for th ese ongoing crimes but t he inte rnati onal 
comm unity , and parti cularly  China, should be doing more t o end th e conti nuing human suffering."  China 
h i t  back at th e negati ve press by saying it had wo rked t i r e l essly  for years to  bring about peace in Sudan.  
"The Chinese government has made [ conti nual]  effort s to  r eso lv e th e Darfur conflict ,Ó said Zhu Jing, a 
spokeswo man from th e Olympic organizing committe e. She added th at ChinaÕs endeavor to  bring regional 
peace wa s Òan o b v io u s fact to  th e inte rnati onal com munity Ó. 

SpielbergÕs wi th drawa l co in cid es wi th  Nobel Prize wi nners, Olympic ath lete s, wr ite rs, acto rs and 
politi cians from around th e wo rld signing a lette r cr iti cizing China over Darfur. Sig n a t o r i es include South  
Afr ica's Archbishop Desmond Tutu . Ms Jing said th at Darfur should not be l in k ed  to  th e Beij ing Games 
because it wo uld not help to  resolve th e issue and wa s Ònot in l in e wi th  th e Olympic spir it th at separate s 
sports  from politi cs.Ó China's ÔGlobal TimesÕ newspaper expressed outr age at wh at it  called Weste rn 
exploita ti on of th e Olympics.  I tÕs e d i t o r ia l  ran:  "The vast maj ority  of Chinese people have 
expressedÉo utr age at th e Weste rn pressure. I n th eir v ie w , it' s absolute ly  ab su r d  to  place th e Darfur  
issueÉo n th e head of China."  China is one of SudanÕs closest a l l ies and buys m ost of its oil exports .  China 
is also a maj or supplier of we apons to  Sudan. 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - d 2 - a 3 - b 4 - c 5 - c 6 - b 7 - d 8 - a 9 - b 10 - d 11 - c 12 - a 
 


