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THE ARTI CLE 

South Korea has lost  itÕs m ost  im portant  nat ional t reasure in a fire. A 

blaze broke out  in the 600-year-old Nam daem un, or Great  South 

Gate, in cent ral Seoul on Sunday night . I t  was the count ry 's m ost  

fam ous landm ark and a sym bol of great  nat ional pride. Police 

suspect  an arsonist  started the fire, which reduced the m onument to 

ashes. Many Seoul residents gathered to watch in horror as 

firefight ing team s fought a losing bat t le against  the flam es. More 

than 100 firefighters t r ied to put  out  the inferno, but  the flam es got  

the bet ter of them and the centuries-old wooden st ructure. I nit ial 

at tem pts at  ext inguishing the fire seem ed to have succeeded. 

However, short ly after m idnight  it  reignited and the whole st ructure 

collapsed in ruins and cam e tum bling to the ground. The Yonhap 

news agency said a taxi driver saw a m an in his 50s at  the gate 

m inutes before the blaze started. 

The loss of the Nam daemun has left  South Koreans in shock. One 

cit izen at  the scene described his heart  was burning along with the 

burning gate. The gate, surrounded by gleam ing m odern buildings, 

was an icon of South KoreaÕs history. All school children learn about 

it s im portance and develop a lifelong pride in it . An onlooker, 

housewife Lee Mim i said:  " I t  feels like the pride of the nat ion and 

hope is lost  and crum bled."  A spokesm an for President  Roh Moo-

Hyun told of his nat ionÕs grief over the dest ruct ion of the gate:  " I t  

was our heritage, m ore signif icant  and m ore sym bolic than any other 

cultural asset ,"  he said. KoreaÕs Cultural Heritage Adm inist rat ion said 

in a statement:  "We are deeply sorry. No words can express our 

sadness."  An Adm inist rat ion official prom ised it  would rebuild the 

gate, which would take three years and cost  $21 m illion. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . FI RE:  Walk around the class and talk  t o other  students about  fire. Change 
part ners oft en. After you fin ish, sit  w ith your or iginal partner( s)  and share what  you 
found out . 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

 nat ional t reasures /  landm arks /  nat ional pr ide /  arsonists /  f irefighters /  ru ins /  
shock /  gleam ing m odern build ings /  icons /  heritage /  sorrow  /  sadness 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3 . PREDI CTI ON :  With your par tner( s) , use all of the above words and 
phrases to m ake your own story  of what  you t h ink is in the art icle.  Change part ners 
and share your stor ies. 

4 . W ORLD TREAS URES:  Talk  with your  par tner(s)  about  t he following 
t reasures of the world. Where are they? Rank t hem  in order  of the m ost  im portant .  
How else could you rank them ? Share your ideas w it h others. 

a. _____ The Pyram ids 
b. _____ The Taj  Mahal 
c.  _____ Big Ben 
d. _____ Machu Pichu 
e.  _____ The Eiffel Tower 
f.  _____ Sydney Opera House 

5 . MY  TREAS URES:  With your part ner,  talk  about  which of the it em s below 
you would save from  your burning house and risk  in jury  (or  worse) .  Grade them  
from  10 ( =  worth risk ing your life)  to 1 (=  let  it / them  burn) . 

¥ your  photographs 
¥ your com puter 
¥ your pet  
¥ your English hom ework 

¥ your passport  and other docum ents 
¥ your sav ings of $20,000 
¥ all of your  clothes 
¥ other ________________________ 

6 . I CON :  Spend one m inute writ ing down all of the different  words you associate 
with the word ÔiconÕ.  Share your words wit h your part ner( s)  and talk  about  them .  
Together,  put  the words into d ifferent  categories. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Fire has dest royed a cent ur ies old gate in Sout h KoreaÕs capital. T /  F 

b. The gate was t he m ost  fam ous and im port ant  site in t he count ry. T /  F 

c. Police suspect  faulty elect r ical wir ing st art ed t he f ire. T /  F 

d. A tax i dr iver  was seen at  t he gat e seconds before t he blaze began. T /  F 

e. The gate was in t he m iddle of m any ot her ancient  ruins. T /  F 

f.  Very few Korean children out side of t he capital know of t he gat e. T /  F 

g. A her itage spokesperson expressed sadness using m any  words. T /  F 

h. The gate will take t hree m ont hs t o reconst ruct . T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. blaze a. first  

2 arsonist  b. past  

3. init ial c. falling 

4. ext inguishing d. eyew it ness 

5. tum bling e. sym bol 

6. shock f.  firebug 

7. icon g. sorrow 

8. onlooker h. t raum a 

9. grief i.  fire 

10. heritage j .  put t ing out  

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

1. A blaze  a. against  the f lam es 

2 a sym bol  b. express our sadness 

3. Police suspect  an arsonist   c. m odern buildings 

4. firef ight ing t eam s fought  a losing bat t le  d. pride in it  

5. the whole st ructure collapsed  e. cultural asset  

6. surrounded by gleam ing  f.  broke out  

7. an icon of  g. of great  nat ional pride 

8. develop a lifelong  h. start ed t he fire 

9. m ore sym bolic than any other  i.  in ruins 

10. No words can  j .  South KoreaÕs history 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

South Korea has __________ itÕs m ost  im portant  nat ional 

t reasure in a fire.  A blaze broke out  in the 600-year-old 

Nam daem un,  or Great  South Gate, in __________ Seoul on 

Sunday night . I t  was the count ry's m ost  fam ous landm ark and a 

sym bol of __________ nat ional pride. Police suspect  an arsonist  

start ed t he fire,  which reduced t he m onum ent  to __________.  

Many Seoul residents gathered to watch in horror  as firef ight ing 

team s fought  a __________ bat t le against  the flam es.  More than 

100 f irefighters t r ied to put  out  t he inferno,  but  the f lam es got  the 

__________ of t hem  and t he centuries-old wooden st ructure.  

I nit ial at t em pts at  ext inguishing the f ire seem ed to have 

succeeded.  However, short ly  aft er m idnight  it  __________ and 

the whole st ructure collapsed in ru ins and cam e tum bling to the 

__________.  The Yonhap news agency said a taxi dr iver  saw a 

m an in h is 50s at  the gate m inutes before t he blaze star t ed. 

  

  

losing 

great  

ground 

lost  

bet ter 

ashes 

reignit ed 

cent ral 

 

The __________ of the Nam daem un has left  South Koreans in 

shock.  One cit izen at  the __________ described his heart  was 

burning along w it h the burning gate. The gate,  surrounded by 

gleam ing m odern buildings,  was an __________ of South KoreaÕs 

history.  All school children learn about  it s im portance and develop 

a lifelong pr ide in it .  An __________,  housew ife Lee Mim i said:  " I t  

feels like t he pride of t he nat ion and hope is lost  and crum bled."  A 

spokesm an for  President  Roh Moo-Hyun t old of h is nat ionÕs 

__________ over the dest ruct ion of t he gate:  " I t  was our  

heritage,  m ore __________ and m ore sym bolic t han any other 

cultural asset ,"  he said. KoreaÕs Cultural Her it age Adm inist rat ion 

said in a statem ent :  "We are __________ sorry . No words can 

express our  sadness."  An Adm inist rat ion off icial prom ised it  would 

__________ t he gate,  which would take three years and cost  $21 

m illion. 

  

signif icant  

 scene 

onlooker 

loss 

rebuild 

grief 

deeply 

icon 
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LI STENI NG:   List en  an d  f i l l  in  t h e sp aces. 

Sout h Korea _______________ im portant  nat ional t reasure in a f ire. A blaze 

broke out  in t he 600-year-old Nam daem un, or  Great  Sout h Gate, in cent ral 

Seoul on Sunday night . I t  __________________ fam ous landm ark and a 

sym bol of great  nat ional pride. Police _______________ started t he f ire,  

which reduced t he m onum ent  t o ashes. Many  Seoul resident s gat hered t o 

__________________ firef ight ing t eam s fought  a losing bat t le against  t he 

flam es. More t han 100 firef ight ers t r ied t o put  out  t he inferno, but  t he flam es 

_______________ t hem  and t he cent uries-old wooden st ruct ure. I nit ial  

at tem pt s at  ext inguishing t he f ire _______________ succeeded. However ,  

short ly  aft er  m idnight  it  reignited and t he whole st ruct ure collapsed in ruins 

and ___________________ ground. The Yonhap news agency said a t ax i 

dr iver saw a m an in his 50s at  t he _______________ t he blaze started. 

The loss of t he Nam daem un has left  Sout h Koreans in shock.  

____________________ described his heart  was burning along w it h t he 

burning gate.  The gate, surrounded __________________ buildings, was an 

icon of Sout h KoreaÕs hist ory . All school children learn about  it s im portance 

and develop a _______________. An onlooker, housewife Lee Mim i said:  " I t  

feels like t he pride of  t he nat ion _______________ and crum bled."  A 

spokesm an for President  Roh Moo-Hyun t old of his nat ionÕs gr ief over t he 

dest ruct ion of t he gat e:  " I t  _______________, m ore significant  and m ore 

sym bolic t han any ot her cult ural asset ,"  he said. KoreaÕs Cult ural Her it age 

Adm inist rat ion said in a st atem ent :  "We are deeply  sorry . No words can 

__________________."  An Adm inist rat ion of ficial prom ised 

_______________ t he gate,  which would take t hree years and cost  $21 

m illion. 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôn at ion alÕ and Ôt r easu r eÕ. 

n at ion al  t r easu r e 

  

  

  

  

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ broke 
¥ landm ark 
¥ horror  
¥ bet ter  
¥ ruins 
¥ m inutes 

¥ shock 
¥ gleam ing 
¥ lifelong 
¥ grief 
¥ asset  
¥ express 
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STUDENT LANDMARK SURVEY 

Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  landm arks in t he t able. Do t his in pairs. Each 
st udent  m ust  writ e t he quest ions on his /  her own paper . 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 

  

   

Q.2. 

  

   

Q.3. 

  

   

Q.4. 

  

   

Q.5. 

  

   

¥ Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you 
found out . Change part ners oft en. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 

b)  What  springs to m ind when you hear the word Ôt reasureÕ? 

c)  What  are your feelings toward your count ryÕs m ost  im portant  
nat ional t reasure? 

d)  What  do you think when you see a building on fire? 

e)  What  is the biggest  sym bol of nat ional pride in your count ry? 

f)  Would you be sad if an im portant  landmark in your town was 
dest royed? 

g)  Why do you think an arsonist  would want  to dest roy the 
Nam daem un? 

h)  What  punishm ent  do you think the arsonist  should get? 

i)  What  has got  the bet ter of you recent ly? 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 

b)  When was the last  t im e the cit izens in your town were in a state 
of shock? 

c)  Has your heart  ever felt  like it  was burning? 

d)  What  did you learn at  school about  your count ryÕs history that  you 
were proud of? 

e)  Does your count ry have a r ich cultural heritage com pared with 
other count ries? 

f)  Do you think a rebuilt  historical m onument  is as good as the 
original? Would you feel cheated? 

g)  When was the last  t im e you were lost  for words? 

h)  What  quest ions would you like to ask the arsonist? 

i)  Did you like this discussion? 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

Sout h Korea has lost  it Õs m ost  im portant  nat ional t reasure in a f ire. A blaze 
broke (1)  ____ in t he 600-year-old Nam daem un, or Great  Sout h Gate, in   
(2)  ____ Seoul on Sunday night .  I t  was t he count ry 's m ost  fam ous landm ark  
and a sym bol of (3)  ____ nat ional pride. Police suspect  an arsonist  started 
the f ire, which reduced t he m onum ent  to ashes. Many Seoul resident s 
gat hered t o watch (4)  ____ horror as f irefight ing team s fought  a losing bat t le 
against  t he f lam es. More t han 100 f iref ighters t r ied to put  out  t he inferno, 
but  t he flam es got  t he bet ter of t hem  and t he cent ur ies-old wooden 
st ruct ure. (5)  ____ at tem pt s at  ext inguishing t he f ire seem ed t o have 
succeeded. However , short ly  aft er  m idnight  it  reignited and t he whole 
st ruct ure collapsed in ruins and (6)  ____ t um bling t o t he ground. The Yonhap 
news agency  said a tax i driver  saw a m an in his 50s at  t he gate m inutes 
before t he blaze st art ed. 

The loss of t he Nam daem un has left  South Koreans (7)  ____ shock. One 
cit izen at  t he scene descr ibed his heart  was burning (8)  ____ w it h t he 
burning gat e. The gate, sur rounded by gleam ing m odern buildings, was an 
icon of Sout h KoreaÕs hist ory . All school children learn about  it s im portance 
and develop a (9)  ____ pr ide in it . An onlooker, housewife Lee Mim i said:  " I t  
feels like t he pride of t he nat ion and hope is lost  and crum bled."  A 
spokesm an for  President  Roh Moo-Hyun told of  his nat ionÕs (10)  ____ over  
the dest ruct ion of t he gat e:  " I t  was our herit age, m ore signif icant  and m ore 
sym bolic t han any ot her cult ural (11)  ____,"  he said. KoreaÕs Cult ural 
Her itage Adm inist rat ion said in a statem ent :  "We are (12)  ____ sorry . No 
words can express our sadness."  An Adm inist rat ion official prom ised it  would 
rebuild t he gate, which would take t hree years and cost  $21 m illion. 

1.  (a)  up  (b)  down (c)  in  (d)  out  

2.  (a)  cent ral (b)  centered  ( c)  cent re (d)  town center  
3.  (a)  big  (b)  great  ( c)  large (d)  giant  
4.  (a)  by  (b)  on  ( c)  in  (d)  out  
5.  (a)  I nit ially  (b)  I nit ials ( c)  I nit ial (d)  I nit ialed  
6.  (a)  been  (b)  cam e ( c)  go (d)  com es 
7.  (a)  by  (b)  on  ( c)  to (d)  in  
8.  (a)  along  (b)  long  ( c)  alongside (d)  longing  
9.  (a)  life (b)  lifelong  ( c)  life cycle (d)  life span  
10.  (a)  grief- st r icken  (b)  grieve ( c)  grieves (d)  grief 
11.  (a)  profit  (b)  loss ( c)  asset  (d)  liability  
12.  (a)  deeply  (b)  deeper  ( c)  depth  (d)  deepest  
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W RI TI NG:   
Write about  f ire for 10 m inutes. Correct  your part nerÕs paper . 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the Internet  and find out  about  world fam ous 
m onum ents. Share what you discover with your partner(s)  in the next  
lesson. 

3 . CULTURAL  ASSET:  Make a poster about  the greatest  cultural 
asset  in your count ry. Show your work to your classm ates in the next  
lesson. Did you all have sim ilar things? 

4 . ARSON :  Write a m agazine art icle about  the dest ruct ion of your 
count ryÕs greatest  nat ional t reasure by fire. I nclude im aginary 
interviews with the arsonist  and an average cit izen. 

Read what you wrote to your classmates in the next  lesson. Write 
down new words and expressions. 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to South KoreaÕs President  Roh Moo-Hyun. 
Ask him three quest ions about the Nam daem un. Give him three 
suggest ions on what  he should do instead of rebuilding it . Read your 
let ter to your partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will 
answer your quest ions. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. T b. T c. F d. F e. F f. F g. F h.  F 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

1. blaze a. fire 

2 arsonist  b. firebug 

3. init ial c. first   

4. ext inguishing d. put t ing out   

5. tumb ling e. fall ing  

6. shock f. t raum a  

7. icon g.  sym bol  

8. onlooker h. eyewitness  

9. gr ief i. sorrow  

10. her it age j . past   

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. A blaze  a. broke out  

2 a symb ol  b. of great  nat ional pr ide 

3. Police suspect  an arsonist   c. started t he fire  

4. firefight ing teams  fought  a losing bat t le  d. against  the flam es  

5. the whole st ructure collapsed  e. in ruins 

6. surrounded by gleam ing  f. mo dern buildings  

7. an icon of  g. Sout h KoreaÕs history   

8. develop a lifelong  h. pr ide in it   

9. mo re symb olic t han any other   i. cultural asset   

10. No words can  j . express our sadness  

GAP FI LL:  

So u t h  Ko r ea l oses n at io n al  t r easu r e  i n  f i r e  
South  Korea has lo st  itÕs most importa nt  nati onal tr easure in a f ire. A blaze broke out in th e 600 -year-old 
Namdaemun, or Great South  Gate , in cen t r a l  Seoul on Sunday night. I t wa s th e countr y 's most famous 
landmark and a symbol of g r eat  nati onal pride. Police suspect an arsonist sta rte d th e f ire, wh ich reduced 
th e monument to  ash es. Many Seoul residents  gath ered to  wa tch in horror as f irefighti ng te ams fought a 
lo s in g  battl e against th e f lames. More th an 10 0 f irefighte rs tr ied to  put out th e inferno, but th e f lames got  
th e b et t er  of th em and th e centu ries-old wo oden str uct ure. I niti al atte mpts  at exti nguishing th e f ire 
seemed to  have succeeded. Howe ver, shortl y  afte r m idnight it r e ig n i t ed  and th e wh ole str uctu re 
collapsed in ruins and came tu mbling to  th e g r o u n d . The Yonhap news agency said a ta x i dr iver saw a 
man in his 50s  at th e gate  m inute s before th e blaze sta rte d.  

The lo ss of th e Namdaemun has left South  Koreans in shock. One citi zen at th e scen e descr ibed his heart  
wa s burning along wi th  th e burning gate . The gate , surrounded by gleam ing modern buildings, wa s an 
ico n  of South  KoreaÕs histo ry. All school ch ildren learn about its  importa nce and develop a lifelong pride in  
it. An o n lo o k er , housewi fe Lee Mim i said:  " I t feels like th e pride of th e nati on and hope is lost and 
crumbled."  A spokesman for President Roh Moo-Hyun to ld of his nati onÕs g r ie f  over th e destr ucti on of th e 
gate :  " I t wa s our herita ge, more s ig n i f ican t  and more symbolic th an any oth er cultu ral asset, "  he said.  
KoreaÕs Cultu ral Herita ge Adm inistr ati on said in a sta te ment :  "We are d eep ly  sorry. No wo rds can express 
our sadness. "  An Adm inistr at ion off icial prom ised it wo uld r eb u i ld  th e gate , wh ich wo uld ta ke th ree years 
and cost $21 m illion. 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - d 2 - a 3 - b 4 - c 5 - c 6 - b 7 - d 8 - a 9 - b 10 - d 11 - c 12 - a 
 


