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THE ARTI CLE 

Kenyan opposit ion leader Raila Odinga has warned the world that  his 

count ry is in danger of dest roying it self. He pleaded for the v iolence 

that  has broken out  across the count ry since the president ial 

elect ions on Decem ber 27 to end. Odinga said:  ÒUnless we ourselves 

resolve to act  quickly to save our nat ion, there m ight  be no nat ion 

left  to saveÉ .The nat ional fabric has been brokenÉ .Violence is 

spiraling out  of cont rol.Ó President Mwai Kibaki also addressed his 

nat ion, saying in a televised speech:  ÒI  feel deeply saddened to know 

Kenyans are confront ing one another violent ly.Ó Violence broke out  

along ethnic lines after Mr Kibaki claimed victory in an elect ion that  

his opponents say was stolen from  them . I t  has resulted in KenyaÕs 

worst  crisis since it s independence in 1963. 

The turm oil over the validity of the elect ion results has caused once 

peaceful neighbours to turn on each other. Mr OdingaÕs supporters 

claim  that  President  Kibaki's victory was largely due to vote- rigging. 

What  started as peaceful polit ical protests for an elect ion re- run soon 

gave way to t it - for- tat  k illings along ethnic lines. This developed into 

an orgy of m assacres as long- running t r ibal feuds am ong rival 

com m unit ies turned into localized form s of ethnic cleansing, 

som ething Mr Odinga says is Òtearing Kenya apart .Ó Over 900 people 

have been brutally slaughtered in the st reets, often being hacked to 

death by their neighbours. Rape, loot ing and the torching of property 

has also becom e com m onplace.  Mediat ion by form er UN General 

Secretary Kofi Annan has so far failed to quell the v iolence. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . KENYA:  Walk around t he class and t alk  to other  student s about  Kenya.  
Change part ners often. Aft er  you f inish, sit  wit h your or iginal part ner( s)  and share 
what  you found out . 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

 opposit ion leaders /  self-dest ruct ion /  elect ions /  nat ional fabr ic /  v iolence /  crises 
/  turm oil /  neighbours /  protests /  t it - for- tat  /  r ivalries /  et hnic cleansing /  loot ing 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3 . NAT I ON AL  FAB RI C:  Talk w ith your  par tner(s)  about  what  m akes up 
the nat ional fabric of your count ry. Use the points below  to help you. Rank them  in 
order of which creates the biggest  t ensions. Share your ideas wit h others. 

a.  _____ ethnic background 
b.  _____ religion 
c.  _____ language 
d.  _____ caste /  class 
e.  _____ wealth 
f.  _____ colour   
g.  _____ sport s t eam  
h.  _____ fam ily nam e 

4 . NEI GH BOURS:  Talk  w it h your  partner(s)  about  the problem s neighbours 
have.  Do you have any of the problem s below? How would you like your culture t o 
change its at t itudes toward these things? Change par tners and share your findings. 

• noise 
• rubbish/ t rash/ garbage 
• children 
• cars 

• garden 
• nosiness 
• personalit y  clashes 
• other ____________________ 

5 . VI OLENCE:  Spend one m inute writ ing down all of t he different  words you  
associate with the word ÔviolenceÕ. Share your words wit h your part ner( s)  and talk  
about  them . Together,  put  t he words into different  categor ies. 

6 . QUI CK ROLE PLAY :  Student  A st r o n g ly  believes that no election is fair 
and internat ional observers should check the fairness of all elect ions around the 
wor ld;  Student  B st r o n g l y  believes all elect ions are fair  and thereÕs no need for  
out side help .  Change partners again and talk  about  your roles and conversat ions. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Violence in Kenya is t hreat ening t o dest roy the count ry . T /  F 

b. The violence st art ed because t he president  said no to elect ions. T /  F 

c. An opposit ion leader said t here was no fabric for  sale in Kenya. T /  F 

d. Kenya gained independence over four decades ago. T /  F 

e. Neighbours in Kenya are k illing each ot her .  T /  F 

f.  Et hnic tensions have lead t o what  people call ÒKit -Kat  k illingsÓ. T /  F 

g. Over nineteen hundred people have dies in the v iolence. T /  F 

h. Ex-UN Secret ary  General Kof i Annan is m ediat ing t o end t he chaos. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. pleaded a. end 

2 resolve b. foundat ions 

3. fabr ic c. chaos 

4. confront ing d. em ergency 

5. cr isis e. sort  out  

6. turm oil f.  conflict s 

7. t it- for- tat  g. negot iat ion 

8. feuds h. challenging 

9. m ediat ion i.  revenge 

10. quell j .  begged 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

1. his count ry is in danger  a. save our  nat ion 

2 resolve to act  quick ly  to  b. of dest roy ing it self 

3. The nat ional fabric has  c. ethnic lines 

4. Violence broke out   d. been broken 

5. KenyaÕs worst  crisis since it s  e. of the elect ion result s 

6. The turm oil over  the valid it y  f.  along ethnic lines 

7. Kibaki's victory was largely  due  g. am ong rival com m unit ies 

8. t it - for- tat  kill ings along  h. independence in 1963 

9. long- running t r ibal feuds  i.  propert y 

10. the torching of  j .  to vote- r igging 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Kenyan opposit ion leader Raila Odinga has __________ the world 

that  h is count ry  is in danger of dest roy ing it self.  He __________ 

for t he violence t hat  has broken out  across the count ry since the 

president ial elect ions on Decem ber 27 to end.  Odinga said:  

ÒUnless we ourselves __________ to act  quick ly  t o save our  

nat ion,  there m ight  be no nat ion left  t o saveÉ .The __________ 

fabr ic has been brokenÉ .Violence is spiraling out  of cont rol.Ó 

President  Mwai Kibak i also __________ his nat ion, saying in a 

telev ised speech:  ÒI  feel __________ saddened t o know Kenyans 

are confront ing one another  v iolent ly.Ó Violence broke out  along 

ethnic __________ aft er Mr Kibaki claim ed vict ory in an elect ion 

that  his opponents say was stolen from  them . I t  has result ed in 

KenyaÕs worst  __________ since it s independence in 1963. 

  

  

addressed 

lines 

resolve 

cr isis 

warned 

nat ional 

deeply 

pleaded 

 

The turm oil over  the __________ of t he elect ion result s has 

caused once peaceful neighbours t o __________ on each other .  

Mr OdingaÕs supporters claim  that  President  Kibaki's v ictory  was 

largely  due t o vote-__________.  What  start ed as peaceful 

polit ical protest s for  an elect ion re- run soon gave __________ to 

t it - for- tat  kill ings along ethnic lines. This developed into an 

__________ of m assacres as long- running t r ibal feuds am ong 

rival com m unit ies turned into localized form s of ethnic cleansing,  

som ething Mr Odinga says is Òtear ing Kenya apart .Ó Over 900 

people have been __________ slaughtered in the st reets,  oft en 

being hacked to death by t heir neighbours. Rape,  loot ing and the 

__________ of property  has also becom e com m onplace.   

Mediat ion by form er UN General Secretary Kofi Annan has so far  

failed t o __________ t he violence. 

  

torching 

 turn 

way 

brutally 

rigging 

quell 

valid it y 

orgy 
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LI STENI NG:   List en  an d  f i l l  in  t h e sp aces. 

Kenyan opposit ion leader Raila Odinga ______________________ t hat  his 

count ry is in danger of dest roying it self . He pleaded for t he v iolence t hat  has 

______________________ count ry since t he president ial elect ions on 

Decem ber 27 t o end. Odinga said:  Unless ______________________ t o act  

quick ly t o save our nat ion, t here m ight  be no nat ion left  t o saveÉ .The 

nat ional fabr ic has been brokenÉ .Violence is spiraling out  of cont rol.Ó 

President  Mwai Kibak i ______________________ nat ion, saying in a 

telev ised speech:  ÒI  feel ______________________ Kenyans are confront ing 

one anot her v iolent ly.Ó Violence broke out  along et hnic lines aft er Mr Kibaki 

claim ed vict ory ______________________ opponents say was st olen from  

them . I t  has resulted in KenyaÕs ______________________ independence in  

1963. 

The turm oil over t he validit y  of the elect ion result s 

______________________ neighbours t o turn on each ot her.  Mr OdingaÕs 

support ers claim  t hat  President  Kibaki's v ictory __________________ vot e-

r igging. What  started as peaceful polit ical prot est s _____________________ 

gave way t o t it - for - t at  k illings along et hnic lines. This developed int o an orgy  

of m assacres as long-running ______________________ com m unit ies 

turned int o localized form s of et hnic cleansing, som et hing Mr Odinga says is 

Ò______________________.Ó Over 900 people have been brut ally  

slaughtered in t he st reet s,  of ten being ______________________ t heir  

neighbours. Rape, loot ing and t he ______________________ has also 

becom e com m onplace.  Mediat ion by form er UN General Secret ary Kof i 

Annan has so far  ______________________ violence. 



Kenya violence Òspiraling out  of cont rolÓ 31st January, 2008  
_______________________________________________________________________ 

More free lessons at  www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com                7 

AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôop p osi t ion Õ and Ôlead er Õ. 

op p osi t ion  lead er  

  

  

  

  

• Share your findings with your partners. 
• Make quest ions using the words you found.  
• Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

• Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
• Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

• it self 
• pleaded 
• save 
• televised 
• confront ing 
• crisis 

• validity 
• largely 
• re- run 
• orgy 
• tearing 
• quell 
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STUDENT NATI ONAL TENSI ONS SURVEY 

Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  nat ional t ensions in t he table. Do t his in pairs. 
Each st udent  m ust  wr ite t he quest ions on his /  her own paper. 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 

  

   

Q.2. 

  

   

Q.3. 

  

   

Q.4. 

  

   

Q.5. 

  

   

• Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you 
found out . Change part ners oft en. 

• Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 

b)  What  springs to m ind when you hear the word Ôvote- riggingÕ? 

c)  What  are your feelings about  the situat ion in Kenya? 

d)  Where do you think this crisis is going? 

e)  Do you think the ethnic tensions will spill over into other 
count ries? 

f)  Do you think KenyaÕs people can save their nat ion? 

g)  What  nat ional tensions are there in your count ry? 

h)  WhatÕs our opinion on the outcom e of KenyaÕs elect ions in 
Decem ber? 

i)  What  do you think of Mr Kibaki and Mr Odinga? 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 

b)  Are people peaceful in your count ry? 

c)  What  turm oil has there been in your count ry? 

d)  Are elect ions in your count ry totally free and fair? 

e)  Have you ever done anything that  was t it - for- tat? 

f)  Do you think what is happening in Kenya is ethnic cleansing? 

g)  Do you think you could hate your neighbours enough to turn on 
them ? 

h)  What  feuds with people have you had in the past? 

i)  Did you like this discussion? 



Kenya violence Òspiraling out  of cont rolÓ 31st January, 2008  
_______________________________________________________________________ 

More free lessons at  www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com                10 

LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

Kenyan opposit ion leader Raila Odinga has warned t he wor ld t hat  his count ry  
is ( 1)  ____ danger of dest roy ing it self.  He pleaded for t he v iolence t hat  has 
broken (2)  ____ across t he count ry since t he president ial elect ions on 
Decem ber 27 t o end. Odinga said:  ÒUnless we (3)  ____ resolve t o act  quick ly  
to save our  nat ion,  t here m ight  be no nat ion left  to saveÉ .The nat ional fabr ic 
has been brokenÉ .Violence is spiraling (4)  ____ of cont rol.Ó President  Mwai 
Kibaki also addressed his nat ion,  say ing in a telev ised speech:  ÒI  feel         
(5)  ____ saddened t o know Kenyans are confront ing one anot her v iolent ly.Ó 
Violence broke out  along et hnic lines aft er  Mr Kibaki claim ed v ict ory  in an 
elect ion t hat  his opponent s say  was st olen from  t hem . I t  has resulted        
(6)  ____ KenyaÕs worst  crisis since it s independence in 1963. 

The t urm oil over t he (7)  ____ of t he elect ion result s has caused once 
peaceful neighbours t o t urn on each ot her.  Mr  OdingaÕs supporters claim  t hat  
President  Kibak i's v ict ory  was (8)  ____ due t o vot e- r igging. What  st ar ted as 
peaceful polit ical protest s for an elect ion re- run soon gave (9)  ____ t o t it - for -
tat  k illings along et hnic lines. This developed into an orgy of m assacres as 
long-running t r ibal feuds am ong rival com m unit ies t urned int o localized     
(10)  ____ of et hnic cleansing, som et hing Mr Odinga says is Òt earing Kenya 
apart .Ó Over  900 people have been brutally  slaughtered in t he st reet s,  often 
(11)  ____ hacked to deat h by t heir neighbours. Rape, loot ing and t he      
(12)  ____ of  property  has also becom e com m onplace.  Mediat ion by  form er  
UN General Secret ary  Kof i Annan has so far  failed t o quell t he v iolence. 

1.  (a)  out  of (b)  big ( c)  out  (d)  in 

2.  (a)  out  (b)  in  ( c)  in and out  (d)  in out  in out  
3.  (a)  us (b)  ourselves ( c)  ours (d)  them selves 
4.  (a)  up  (b)  in  ( c)  out  (d)  down  
5.  (a)  deepest  (b)  deeper  ( c)  deeply  (d)  in depth  
6.  (a)  at  (b)  in  ( c)  of (d)  by  
7.  (a)  invalid  (b)  validate ( c)  valid  (d)  validit y  
8.  (a)  largely  (b)  large ( c)  largest  (d)  largeness 
9.  (a)  up  (b)  way  ( c)  in  (d)  credit  
10.  (a)  fram es (b)  firm s ( c)  farm s (d)  form s 
11.  (a)  be (b)  being  ( c)  been  (d)  was 
12.  (a)  torching  (b)  touching  ( c)  teaching  (d)  toast ing  
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W RI TI NG:   
Write about  v iolence for 10 m inutes. Correct  your part nerÕs paper . 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find out  about the situat ion 
in Kenya. Share what you discover with your partner(s)  in the next  
lesson. 

3 . N AT I ONAL TENSI ON S:  What  are the biggest  tensions in your 
count ry? Make a poster about  them . I nclude your solut ions to address 
them . Show your work to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Did you 
all have sim ilar things? 

4 . NEI GHBOUR RI VAL RI ES:  Write a m agazine art icle about two 
neighbours who are huge rivals. I nclude im aginary interviews with 
them . 

Read what you wrote to your classmates in the next  lesson. Write 
down new words and expressions. 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to KenyaÕs president  Mwai Kibaki. Ask him  
three quest ions about  the v iolence in his count ry. Give him three 
suggest ions on what  he should do to stop it . Read your let ter to your 
partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your 
quest ions. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. T b. F c. F d. T e. T f. F g. F h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

1. pleaded a. begged 

2 resolve b. sort  out  

3. fabr ic c. foundat ions  

4. confront ing d. challenging  

5. cr isis e. eme rgency  

6. turm oil f. chaos  

7. t it - for- tat  g.  negot iat ion 

8. feuds h. conflict s  

9. me diat ion i. revenge 

10. quell j . end  

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. his count ry  is in danger  a. of dest roying it self 

2 resolve to act  quick ly t o  b. save our nat ion  

3. The nat ional fabr ic has  c. been broken  

4. Violence broke out   d. along et hnic lines 

5. KenyaÕs worst  cr isis since it s  e. independence in 1963  

6. The t urm oil over t he validit y  f. of t he elect ion result s  

7. Kibak i's vict ory was largely due  g.  to vote- r igging 

8. t it - for- tat  k illings along  h. ethnic lines  

9. long- running t r ibal feuds  i. am ong r ival com mu nit ies  

10. the t orching of  j . property  

GAP FI LL:  

Ken y a  v i o len ce  Òsp i r a l i n g  ou t  o f  co n t r o l Ó 
Kenyan oppositi on leader Raila Odinga has w ar n ed  th e wo rld th at his countr y is in danger of destr oy ing 
itself. He p lead ed  for th e v iolence th at has broken out across th e countr y since th e presidenti al electi ons 
on December 27 to  end. Odinga said:  ÒUnless we  ourselves r eso l ve to  act quick ly  to  save our nati on,  
th ere m ight be no nati on left to  saveÉ.T he n at io n al  fabric has been brokenÉ.V iolence is spiraling out of 
contr ol.Ó President Mwa i Kibaki also a d d r essed  his nati on,  saying in a te lev ised speech:  ÒI  feel d eep l y  
saddened to  know Kenyans are confronti ng one anoth er v iolentl y .Ó Violence broke out along eth nic l in es 
afte r Mr Kibaki claimed v icto ry in an electi on th at his opponents  say wa s sto len from th em. I t has resulte d 
in KenyaÕs wo rst cr is is  since its  independence in 1963.  

The tu rmoil over th e va l id i t y  of th e electi on result s has caused once peaceful neighbours to  t u r n  on each 
oth er. Mr OdingaÕs supporte rs claim  th at President Kibaki's v icto ry wa s largely due to  vote - r ig g in g . What  
sta rte d as peaceful politi cal prote sts  for an electi on re- run soon gave w a y  to  ti t - for - ta t k illings along 
eth nic lines. This developed into  an o r g y  of massacres as long- running tr ibal feuds among r ival 
comm uniti es tu rned into  localized form s of eth nic cleansing, someth ing Mr Odinga says is Òte aring Kenya 
apart.Ó Over 900 people have been b r u t a l l y  slaughte red in th e str eets , ofte n being hacked to  death  by 
th eir neighbours. Rape, looti ng and th e t o r ch in g  of proper ty  has also become commonplace.  Mediati on 
by former UN General Secreta ry Kofi Annan has so far failed to  q u el l  th e v iolence. 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - d 2 - a 3 - b 4 - c 5 - c 6 - b 7 - d 8 - a 9 - b 10 - d 11 - c 12 - a 
 


