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THE ARTI CLE 

An Aust ralian crocodile- farm worker has escaped the jaws of death, 

a bullet  and a crocodile in the space of a few seconds. Jason Green 

was at tacked by an angry croc while he was working at  the Darwin 

Crocodile Farm  in Aust raliaÕs Northern Territory. Mr Green was one of 

two m en who were collect ing crocodile eggs along a r iverbank. They 

regularly collect  eggs and put  them  in a special incubator so that  the 

babies hatch safely. Their skins are sold to the Hermes brand to 

m ake bags. The fem ale rept ile got  upset  when she saw Mr Green at  

her nest  and imm ediately at tacked him . His quick- thinking colleague 

Zac Fitzgerald saved his life when he shot  the saltwater beast . Mr 

Green was released from  certain death when the croc let  go of him  

and swam  away. Unfortunately, Fit zgerald f ired a second shot  which 

hit  Mr Green in the sam e arm  the crocodile had grabbed. 

Mr Green is now recovering in hospital. He needed two operat ions on 

his broken arm;  one for the crocodile bite and one for the bullet  

wound. Mr Green was ext rem ely lucky he m ade it  to hospital in t im e 

to save his arm . Fortunately for him , a helicopter was wait ing nearby 

the area that  the two workers were collect ing eggs. I t  took just  25 

m inutes to t ransport  Green from  the rem ote, Outback river to the 

Royal Darwin Hospital. Jason joked about  the at tack from  his 

hospital bed. He told his boss:  ÒI  donÕt  think I Õll be at  work for a 

couple of days.Ó Jason thanked his colleague for saving his life, 

saying:  ÒThank God heÕs a good shot .Ó Jason added that  he didnÕt 

have any bad feelings toward the croc. ÒShe only sort  of poked her 

nose out  at  me,Ó he said. The crocodile survived the gun shot  and is 

now back guarding her nest . 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . CROCODI LES:  Walk around the class and talk to other students about  
crocodiles.  Change part ners oft en.  Aft er you finish,  sit  with your or iginal par tner(s)  
and share what  you found out . 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

 farm  workers /  the jaws of death /  crocodile skin /  get t ing angry /  bad luck /  
hospitals /  broken bones /  helicopter  rescues /  j okes /  colleagues /  gun shot s 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3 . W HOOPS:  Talk  w ith your  part ner( s)  about  t he accidental situat ions below.  
What  would you do if  your  friend accidentally  did these to you? Rank them :  10 =  
youÕd be seriously  angry,  1 =  itÕd be no problem .  Change part ners and share your 
findings. 

a. _____ your fr iend shot  you in the arm  
b. _____ your fr iend lost  your  English hom ework 
c.  _____ your fr iend accidentally  stole your boy/ girlfr iend 
d. _____ your fr iend gave away your I nternet  passwords 
e.  _____ your fr iend wiped out  t he contents of your iPod 
f.  _____ your fr iend lost  your  pet  /  brother  /  sist er  
g. _____ your fr iend ruined your favour it e it em  of cloth ing 
h.  _____ your fr iend accidentally  blinded you 

4 . HELP! :  Talk w it h your part ner( s)  about  being at tacked by t hese things.  
Ag r ee  on the t hree m ost  and least  fr ightening. Change partners and share your 
findings. 

¥ a crocodile 
¥ a swarm  of bees 
¥ children want ing m oney 
¥ a shark 
¥ a m osquit o at  night  in bed 

¥ an arm y of soldier ant s 
¥ 1,000 crows 
¥ the school bully 
¥ a lion 
¥ a m ystery  virus 

5 . DEAT H:  Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of the different  words you  
associate w ith the word ÔdeathÕ.  Share your words with your part ner( s)  and talk  
about  them . Together,  put  t he words into different  categor ies. 

6 . QUI CK ROLE PLAY :  Student  A st r o n g ly  believes t hat  crocodile skin 
should never be used for  fashion accessories;  Student  B st r o n g ly  believes crocodile 
sk in products are the coolest  th ings around.  Change par tners again and talk  about  
your  roles and conversat ions. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. A farm  worker was alm ost  k illed by a crocodile and a bullet . T /  F 

b. The lucky m an was tak ing eggs t o feed t he crocodiles. T /  F 

c. The crocodile farm  sells t he crocsÕ skin t o a fashion com pany . T /  F 

d. The workerÕs colleague shot  t he worker on purpose. T /  F 

e. The m an is in hospital wit h a broken arm . T /  F 

f.  A Toyot a Landcruiser  rushed t he m an to a nearby hospit al. T /  F 

g. The m an joked about  being at t acked by  a crocodile. T /  F 

h. The crocodile died. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. Aust ralian a. injury 

2 space b. sure 

3. upset  c. take 

4. cer tain d. seized 

5. grabbed e. stuck 

6. recovering f.  period 

7. wound g. angry 

8. t ransport  h. protect ing 

9. poked i.  healing 

10. guarding j .  Aussie 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

1. escaped the jaws  a. in hospital 

2 in the space of  b. of death 

3. collect  eggs and put  t hem   c. survived t he gun shot  

4. His quick- think ing  d. in a special incubator 

5. released from   e. wound 

6. recovering  f.  cer tain death 

7. bullet   g. colleague 

8. Jason j oked about   h. feelings t oward t he croc 

9. didnÕt  have any bad  i.  a few  seconds 

10. The crocodile  j .  the at tack 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

An Aust ralian crocodile- farm  worker  has __________ t he jaws of 

death,  a bullet  and a crocodile in the __________ of a few  

seconds.  Jason Green was at tacked by an angry croc while he was 

working at  t he Darw in Crocodile Farm  in Aust raliaÕs Northern 

Territory. Mr Green was one of __________ m en who were 

collect ing crocodile eggs along a riverbank. They regular ly  collect  

eggs and put  t hem  in a special incubator  so t hat  the babies 

__________ safely.  Their sk ins are sold to the Herm es brand to 

m ake bags. The fem ale __________ got  upset  when she saw Mr 

Green at  her  nest  and im m ediately  at tacked him . His quick-

__________ colleague Zac Fitzgerald saved his life when he shot  

the saltwater  __________.  Mr Green was released from  certain 

death when the croc let  go of h im  and swam  away. Unfort unately ,  

Fitzgerald __________ a second shot  which hit  Mr Green in the 

sam e arm  the crocodile had grabbed. 

  

  

thinking 

hat ch 

space 

beast  

rept ile 

escaped 

fired 

two 

 

Mr Green is now __________ in hospital.  He needed two 

operat ions on his broken arm ;  one for  the crocodile __________ 

and one for  the bullet  __________.  Mr Green was ext rem ely lucky 

he m ade it  to hospital in t im e to save his arm .  Fort unately  for  

him ,  a helicopter was wait ing __________ the area t hat  the two 

workers were collect ing eggs. I t  took just  25 m inutes t o t ransport  

Green from  the __________,  Outback r iver  t o t he Royal Darwin 

Hospital.  Jason j oked about  t he at tack from  his hospital bed.  He 

told h is boss:  ÒI  donÕt  think IÕll be at  work for  a couple of days.Ó 

Jason t hanked his colleague for  __________ his life,  saying:  

ÒThank God heÕs a good shot .Ó Jason added t hat  he didnÕt  have 

any bad __________ toward t he croc.  ÒShe only  sort  of poked her  

nose out  at  m e,Ó he said. The crocodile __________ the gun shot  

and is now back guarding her nest . 

  

rem ote 

 bit e 

nearby 

surv ived 

recovering 

feelings 

wound 

sav ing 
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LI STENI NG:   List en  an d  f i l l  in  t h e sp aces. 

An Aust ralian crocodile- farm  worker has ______________________ deat h, a 

bullet  and a crocodile ___________________ few seconds. Jason Green was 

at tacked by an angry croc while he was work ing at  t he Darwin Crocodile 

Farm  in Aust raliaÕs Nort hern Territ ory . Mr  Green ______________________ 

who were collect ing crocodile eggs along a r iverbank . They regular ly  collect  

eggs ______________________ special incubat or so t hat  t he babies hat ch 

safely.  Their  sk ins are sold t o t he Herm es brand t o m ake bags. The fem ale 

rept ile ______________________ Mr Green at  her nest  and im m ediately  

at tacked him . His quick - t hink ing colleague Zac Fitzgerald saved his 

______________________ saltwater beast . Mr Green was released from  

certain deat h when t he croc let  go of him  and swam  away. Unfort unately,  

Fit zgerald f ired a second shot  which hit  Mr Green ______________________ 

crocodile had grabbed. 

Mr Green is ______________________. He needed t wo operat ions on his 

broken arm ;  one for t he crocodile bite and one for t he bullet  wound. Mr  

Green was ext rem ely ______________________ hospit al in t im e to save his 

arm . Fort unately for him , a helicopter ______________________ t hat  t he 

two workers were collect ing eggs. I t  took j ust  25 m inutes t o t ransport  Green 

______________________, Out back  r iver  to t he Royal Darw in Hospital.  

Jason j oked about  t he at t ack from  his hospital bed. He t old his boss:  ÒI  donÕt  

______________________ for a couple of days.Ó Jason thanked his 

colleague for sav ing his life, say ing:  ÒThank God 

______________________.Ó Jason added that  he didnÕt  have any bad 

feelings t oward t he croc. ÒShe only sort  of ______________________ at  

m e,Ó he said. The crocodile surv ived t he gun shot  

______________________ her nest . 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôb u l let Õ and Ôw ou n d Õ. 

b u l let  w ou n d  

  

  

  

  

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ escaped 
¥ space 
¥ regularly 
¥ skins 
¥ quick 
¥ unfortunately 

¥ now 
¥ ext rem ely 
¥ nearby 
¥ joked 
¥ bad 
¥ guarding 
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STUDENT CROCODI LE SURVEY 

Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  crocodiles in t he t able. Do t his in pairs. Each 
st udent  m ust  writ e t he quest ions on his /  her own paper . 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 

  

   

Q.2. 

  

   

Q.3. 

  

   

Q.4. 

  

   

Q.5. 

  

   

¥ Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you 
found out . Change part ners oft en. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 

b)  What  springs to m ind when you hear the phrase Ôjaws of deathÕ? 

c)  Have you ever stared at  the face of death? 

d)  What  do you think of crocodile farm s? 

e)  Do you think Herm es and other fashion com panies should sell 
goods m ade from  crocodile skins? 

f)  Would you like to work on a crocodile farm ? 

g)  Has a fr iend of yours ever injured you by m istake? 

h)  What  exam ples are there in your life when you have been quick 
thinking? 

i)  What  do you think of this story? 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 

b)  Have you ever stayed in hospital? 

c)  Do you think Mr Green is a lucky m an? Are you a lucky person? 

d)  Are you the kind of person who jokes about  the bad things that  
happen to you? 

e)  What  do you think JasonÕs boss and colleague should do for Jason 
when he leaves hospital? 

f)  What  would you say to someone who saved your life? 

g)  Do you always have bad feelings toward som eone who causes you 
harm ? 

h)  What  quest ions would you like to ask the crocodile in this story? 

i)  Did you like this discussion? 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

An Aust ralian crocodile- farm  worker  has escaped t he (1)  ____ of  deat h, a 
bullet  and a crocodile in t he space (2)  ____  a few seconds. Jason Green was 
at tacked by an angry croc while he was work ing at  t he Darwin Crocodile 
Farm  in Aust raliaÕs Nort hern Territ ory . Mr Green was one (3)  ____ two m en 
who were collect ing crocodile eggs along a r iverbank . They regular ly  collect  
eggs and put  t hem  in a special incubat or  so t hat  t he babies hat ch (4)  ____. 
Their skins are sold t o t he Herm es brand to m ake bags. The fem ale rept ile 
got  upset  (5)  ____ she saw Mr Green at  her nest  and im m ediately at t acked 
him . His quick - t hinking colleague Zac Fitzgerald saved his life when he shot  
the salt water (6)  ____. Mr Green was released from  cert ain deat h when t he 
croc let  go of him  and swam  away. Unfort unately,  Fit zgerald f ired a second 
shot  which hit  Mr Green in t he sam e arm  t he crocodile had grabbed. 

Mr Green is now recover ing in hospit al. He needed two operat ions (7)  ____ 
his broken arm ;  one for  t he crocodile bit e and one for t he bullet  wound. Mr  
Green was ext rem ely lucky he (8)  ____ it  t o hospit al in t im e t o save his arm . 
Fort unat ely for him , a helicopt er was wait ing (9)  ____ t he area t hat  t he two 
workers were collect ing eggs. I t  t ook j ust  25 m inutes to t ransport  Green 
from  t he rem ote, Outback r iver t o t he Royal Darwin Hospital. Jason         
(10)  ____ about  t he at t ack f rom  his hospit al bed. He t old his boss:  ÒI  donÕt  
think I Õll be at  work  for a couple of days.Ó Jason t hanked his colleague for  
saving his life,  say ing:  ÒThank God heÕs a good (11)  ____.Ó Jason added t hat  
he didnÕt  have any  bad feelings t oward t he croc. ÒShe only sort  of  poked her  
nose out  at  m e,Ó he said. The crocodile survived t he gun shot  and is now 
back (12)  ____ her nest . 

1. (a)  tongue (b)  tooth ( c)  gum s (d)  jaws 

2. (a)  by (b)  with ( c)  of (d)  for 

3. (a)  by (b)  of ( c)  on (d)  for 

4. (a)  safely (b)  safety ( c)  safe (d)  safest  

5. (a)  where (b)  while ( c)  when (d)  who 

6. (a)  breast  (b)  boast  ( c)  best  (d)  beast  

7. (a)  by (b)  on ( c)  of (d)  out  

8. (a)  m ade (b)  m ake (c)  m akes (d)  m aking 

9. (a)  nearly (b)  nearby ( c)  neat ly  (d)  standby 

10. (a)  joker (b)  jok ing ( c)  joked (d)  jokers 

11. (a)  shot  (b)  shoot  ( c)  shoot ing (d)  shoot s 

12. (a)  gliding (b)  guiding ( c)  grading (d)  guarding 
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W RI TI NG:   
Write about  crocodile skin product s for 10 m inut es. Correct  your part nerÕs 
paper . 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find out  about  Herm es and 
it s crocodile skin goods. Share what  you discover with your partner(s)  
in the next  lesson. 

3 . CROCODI LES:  What  are the differences between crocodiles and 
alligators? Make a poster this. Show your work to your classm ates in 
the next  lesson. Did you all have sim ilar things? 

4 . OOPS! :  Write a m agazine art icle about  the art icle you have just  
read /  listened to. I nclude im aginary interviews with Jason and the 
crocodile. 

Read what you wrote to your classmates in the next  lesson. Write 
down new words and expressions. 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to the boss of the fashion com pany 
Herm es. Ask her/ him  three quest ions about  why they use crocodile 
skin in their products. Give her/ him  three suggest ions on what ( s)he 
could do instead of k illing crocodiles. Read your let ter to your 
partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your 
quest ions. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. T b. F c. T d. F e. T f. F g. T h.  F 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

1. Aust ralian a. Aussie 

2 space b. per iod 

3. upset  c. angry  

4. certain d. sure  

5. grabbed e. seized  

6. recover ing f. healing  

7. wound g.  inj ury  

8. t ransport  h. take  

9. poked i. stuck  

10. guarding j . protect ing  

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. escaped t he j aws  a. of deat h 

2 in t he space of  b. a few seconds  

3. collect  eggs and put  t hem  c. in a special incubat or  

4. His quick- t hinking  d. colleague  

5. released from  e. certain death  

6. recover ing  f. in hospital  

7. bullet   g.  wound  

8. Jason joked about   h. the at tack   

9. didnÕt  have any bad  i. feelings t oward the croc  

10. The crocodile  j . surv ived the gun shot   

GAP FI LL:  

Man  sh o o t s co l l eag u e  in  cr ocod i l eÕs j aw s 
An Austr alian crocodile- farm  wo rker has escap e d  th e jaws of death , a bullet and a crocodile in th e sp ace  
of a few seconds. Jason Green wa s atta cked by an angry croc wh ile he wa s work ing at th e Darw in 
Crocodile Farm  in Austr aliaÕs Nort hern Terr ito ry. Mr Green wa s one of t w o  men wh o we re collecti ng 
crocodile eggs along a r iverbank. They regularly  collect  eggs and put th em in a special incubato r so th at  
th e babies h at ch  safely . Their sk ins are sold to  th e Hermes brand to  make bags. The female r ep t i le  got  
upset wh en she saw Mr Green at her nest and im mediate ly  atta cked him . His quick- t h in k in g  colleague 
Zac Fitzgerald saved his life wh en he shot th e saltwa te r b e ast . Mr Green wa s released from certa in death  
wh en th e croc let go of him  and swa m awa y. Unfortu nate ly , Fitzgerald f i r ed  a second shot which hit Mr  
Green in th e same arm  th e crocodile had grabbed. 

Mr Green is now r e co ve r in g  in hospita l. He needed two  operati ons on his broken arm ;  one for th e 
crocodile b i t e  and one for th e bullet w o u n d . Mr Green wa s extr emely lucky he made it to  hospita l in ti me 
to  save his arm . Fortu nate ly  for him , a helicopte r wa s wa it ing n ear b y  th e area th at th e two  wo rkers we re 
collecti ng eggs. I t to ok just 25 m inute s to  tr ansport Green from th e r em o t e, Outb ack r iver to  th e Royal 
Darwi n Hospita l. Jason joked about th e atta ck from his hospita l bed. He to ld his boss:  ÒI  donÕt th ink I Õll be 
at wo rk for a couple of days.Ó Jason th anked his colleague for sav in g  h is life, saying:  ÒThank God heÕs a 
good shot.Ó Jason added th at he didnÕt have any bad f ee l i n g s to wa rd th e croc. ÒShe only sort of poked 
her nose out at me,Ó he said. The crocodile su r v iv ed  th e gun shot and is now back guarding her nest.  

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - d 2 -c 3 - b 4 -a 5 - c 6 - d 7 -b 8 - a 9 - b 10 -c 11 - a 12 - d 
 


