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THE ARTI CLE 

The owners of the world fam ous word gam e Scrabble have asked 

Facebook to rem ove it s online version of the gam e. Representat ives 

from  toy m akers Mat tel and Hasbro have told Facebook that  it s 

Scrabulous gam e was a "gross copyright  and t radem ark 

infr ingem ent "  and they want  it  shut  down. Scrabulous provides over 

2.4 m illion Scrabble addicts around the world a way to play each 

other. I t  is Facebook's m ost  popular gam e but  it  is an alm ost  

ident ical replica of the 70-year-old board gam e Scrabble. Hasbro 

sold the rights to put  Scrabble online to another com pany last  year. 

This m eans there could be a big court  bat t le over who can and who 

cannot  publish the game on the Internet . There is big m oney to be 

m ade online either from  selling it  or from  advert ising revenues. 

Scrabble has been one of the m ost  successful gam es in toy history. 

Scrabulous was created in the sum mer of 2007 by two big Scrabble 

fans, I ndian brothers Rajat  Agarwalla, 26, and Jayant , 21. I t  is now a 

runaway success and a huge m oney-spinner for Rajat  and Jayant . 

Over half a m illion people play it  every day. The threat  to take it  off 

the Web has m ade m any users angry. I n just  one day, m ore than 

13,000 joined the Save Scrabulous group on Facebook. Thousands of 

people have writ ten to Mat tel and Hasbro to ask them to let  

Facebook keep the gam e on it s site. Som e people have called for a 

boycot t  of the gam e m akersÕ products. Others said the dispute will 

ruin the reputat ions of Mattel and Hasbro. Neither Facebook nor the 

Agarwalla brothers have so far comm ented on the disagreem ent . 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . W ORD GAME S:  Walk around the class and talk to other st udent s about  
word gam es.  Change part ners often.  After  you f inish,  sit  with your  original part ner( s)  
and share what  you found out . 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

 owners /  gam es /  toy m akers /  copyright  /  t radem ark /  addicts /  advert ising /  
Scrabble /  toy hist ory  /  runaway successes /  Facebook /  boycot ts /  reputat ions  

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3 . AD DI CTS:  Talk  w it h your  part ner( s)  about  these addict ions. Are you 
addicted to any of them ? Rank your addict ion:  10 =  total addict ,  1 =  no interest .  
Change part ners and share your f indings. 

¥ a gam e /  puzzle 
¥ TV 
¥ com puters 
¥ shopping 

¥ love 
¥ English 
¥ a sport  
¥ part ying 

4 . GAME S:  Talk w it h your  partner( s)  about  which of these kinds of gam es you  
like and have played.  Agree on t he best  and worst  t hree.  Change par tners and share 
your f indings. 

¥ video gam es 
¥ board gam es 
¥ pencil and paper gam es 
¥ playground gam es 
¥ role play gam es 

¥ online gam es 
¥ kids gam es 
¥ part y gam es 
¥ card gam es 
¥ ball gam es 

5 . W ORD:  Spend one m inute writ ing down all of t he different  words you 
associate w ith the word ÔwordÕ.  Share your words with your part ner( s)  and talk  about  
them . Together,  put  the words into different  categories. 

6 . LETÕS PLAY :  Play a few  word gam es in class ( Hangm an,  word jum bles,  
et c) .  I s t here a word gam e from  your own count ry  you could play? After  you have 
fin ished,  discuss which ones you liked and disliked. 

7 . QUI CK ROLE PLAY :  Student  A s t r o n g ly  believes copyr ight  should no 
longer exist  in the 21st Century;  Student  B s t r o n g ly  believes copyright  is m ore 
im portant  t oday then ever  before.  Change part ners again and talk  about  your  roles 
and conversat ions. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Facebook users used Morse Code online t o escape an em ergency. T /  F 

b. A toy  com pany want s Facebook to rem ove a gam e called Scrabble. T /  F 

c. At  least  2 .4 m illion people are addicted to t he gam e Scrabulous. T /  F 

d. Scrabulous is a real online m oney-spinner .  T /  F 

e. Scrabble is one of t he m ost  successful toys of t he past  7 decades. T /  F 

f.  Scrabulous was created by t wo brot hers from  I ndiana in t he USA. T /  F 

g. More t han 500,000 people play Scrabulous online every day . T /  F 

h. Facebook has issued several press releases about  Mat t elÕs request . T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. rem ove a. enthusiasts 

2 version b. copy 

3. gross c. possibility 

4. infr ingem ent  d. argum ent  

5. replica e. edit ion 

6. fans f.  out  and out  

7. threat  g. good nam es 

8. boycot t  h. take off 

9. dispute i.  avoid 

10. reputat ions j .  break ing of the law 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

1. the wor ld  a. to another  com pany 

2 a gross copyr ight  and t radem ark  b. m any users angry 

3. Hasbro sold t he right s to put  Scrabble online  c. m ade online 

4. This m eans t here could be a big court   d. toy history 

5. There is big m oney to be  e. m oney-spinner 

6. one of the m ost  successful gam es in f.  bat t le 

7. I t  is now a runaway success and a huge  g. of Mat tel and Hasbro 

8. The threat  t o take it  off the Web has m ade  h. infr ingem ent  

9. people have called for  a boycot t  of the  i.  fam ous word gam e 

10. the dispute will ruin the reputat ions  j .  gam e m akersÕ products 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

The owners of t he wor ld __________ word gam e Scrabble have 

asked Facebook t o rem ove its online __________ of the gam e.  

Representat ives from  toy m akers Mat t el and Hasbro have told 

Facebook t hat  it s Scrabulous gam e was a "__________ copyr ight  

and t radem ark infr ingem ent"  and t hey want  it  shut  down.  

Scrabulous prov ides over  2.4 m illion Scrabble __________ 

around the world a way to play each other.  I t  is Facebook's m ost  

popular gam e but  it  is an alm ost  __________ replica of the 70-

year-old board gam e Scrabble.  Hasbro sold the __________ t o 

put  Scrabble online to another com pany last  year.  This m eans 

there could be a big __________ bat t le over  who can and who 

cannot  publish t he gam e on the I nternet . There is b ig m oney t o 

be m ade online either from  selling it  or  from  advert ising 

__________. 

  

  

r ight s 

gross 

ident ical 

revenues 

fam ous 

court  

version 

addict s 

 

Scrabble has been one of the __________ successful gam es in 

toy history . Scrabulous was created in the sum m er of 2007 by 

two big Scrabble __________, I ndian brothers Rajat  Agarwalla,  

26, and Jayant , 21. I t  is now a runaway __________ and a huge 

m oney-spinner for  Rajat  and Jayant .  Over half a m illion people 

play it  every day.  The __________ to take it  off t he Web has 

m ade m any users angry.  I n just  one day,  m ore than 13,000 

__________ t he Save Scrabulous group on Facebook.  Thousands 

of people have writ t en to Mat t el and Hasbro t o ask them  to let  

Facebook keep the gam e on its sit e. Som e people have 

__________ for  a boycot t  of t he gam e m akersÕ products.  Others 

said the dispute will __________ the reputat ions of Mat t el and 

Hasbro.  Neither Facebook nor the Agarwalla brothers have so far  

__________ on t he disagreem ent . 

  

threat  

success 

com m ented 

joined 

ruin 

m ost  

called 

fans 
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LI STENI NG:   List en  an d  f i l l  in  t h e sp aces. 

The owners of t he ___________________ gam e Scrabble have asked 

Facebook to rem ove it s ___________________ gam e. Represent at ives from  

toy m akers Mat tel and Hasbro have t old Facebook t hat  it s Scrabulous gam e 

was a "gross copyr ight  and ___________________ "  and t hey want  it  shut  

down. Scrabulous prov ides over 2.4 m illion Scrabble ___________________ 

world a way t o play each ot her . I t  is Facebook's m ost  popular gam e but  it  is 

an alm ost  ___________________ t he 70-year-old board gam e Scrabble.  

Hasbro sold t he r ights t o put  Scrabble online t o anot her com pany last  year .  

This m eans t here could ___________________ over  who can and who 

cannot  publish t he gam e on t he I nternet .  There is big m oney t o be m ade 

online ________________________ advert ising revenues. 

Scrabble has ________________________ successful gam es in toy hist ory .  

Scrabulous was created in t he sum m er of  2007 by ___________________, 

I ndian brot hers Rajat  Agarwalla, 26, and Jayant , 21. I t  is now a runaway 

success and ___________________ for  Rajat  and Jayant .  Over half a m illion 

people play  it  every day. The t hreat  t o take it  off t he Web has m ade m any 

users angry.  ___________________, m ore t han 13,000 j oined t he Save 

Scrabulous group on Facebook. Thousands of people have writ t en t o Mat tel 

and Hasbro ___________________ Facebook keep t he gam e on it s site.  

Som e people have ___________________ the gam e m akersÕ product s.  

Ot hers said t he dispute will ___________________ of Mat tel and Hasbro. 

Neit her Facebook nor t he Agarwalla brot hers have so far com m ented on t he 

disagreem ent . 



Facebook users in Scrabulous SOS 19th  January, 2008 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

More free lessons at  www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com                7 

AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôw or d Õ and Ôg am eÕ. 

w or d  g am e 

  

  

  

  

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ world 
¥ gross 
¥ addicts 
¥ ident ical 
¥ r ights 
¥ big m oney 

¥ history 
¥ fans 
¥ runaway 
¥ angry 
¥ boycot t  
¥ ruin 
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STUDENT W ORD GAME SURVEY 

Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  word gam es in t he t able. Do t his in pairs. Each 
st udent  m ust  writ e t he quest ions on his /  her own paper . 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 

  

   

Q.2. 

  

   

Q.3. 

  

   

Q.4. 

  

   

Q.5. 

  

   

¥ Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you 
found out . Change part ners oft en. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 

b)  What  springs to m ind when you hear the term Ôword gam esÕ? 

c)  Do you like playing word gam es? 

d)  What  do you think of Facebook? 

e)  Do you think Facebook should take Scrabulous off it s site? 

f)  What  gam es are you addicted, or have you been addicted, to? 

g)  Who do you think will win the court  bat t le? 

h)  What  board gam es do you like? 

i)  What  do you think of copyright  laws? 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 

b)  Would you be worried if you were in the boss of FacebookÕs 
shoes? 

c)  What  do you think is the m ost  successful toy in history? 

d)  Has the I nternet  ever m ade you angry? 

e)  Would you join an SOS group to save your favourite Internet  
gam e/ page/ forum É ? 

f)  Do you think people will boycott  Mat tel products? Will Mat tel care? 

g)  I s it  good that  people can use Internet  sites to change things or 
get  things done? 

h)  What  quest ions would you like to ask the boss of Facebook? 

i)  Did you like this discussion? 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

The owners of  t he (1)  ____ fam ous word gam e Scrabble have asked 
Facebook to rem ove it s online (2)  ____ of  the gam e. Represent at ives from  
toy m akers Mat tel and Hasbro have t old Facebook t hat  it s Scrabulous gam e 
was a " (3)  ____ copyright  and t radem ark  infr ingem ent "  and t hey want  it  
shut  down. Scrabulous prov ides over 2 .4 m illion Scrabble addicts around t he 
world a way t o play (4)  ____ ot her.  I t  is Facebook's m ost  popular  gam e but  
it  is an alm ost  ident ical replica of t he 70-year-old board gam e Scrabble.  
Hasbro sold t he r ight s to put  Scrabble online (5)  ____ anot her com pany last  
year . This m eans t here could be a big court  bat t le over who can and who 
cannot  publish t he gam e on t he I nternet .  There is big m oney t o be m ade 
online (6)  ____ from  selling it  or f rom  advert ising revenues. 

Scrabble has been one of  t he m ost  successful gam es (7)  ____ t oy  hist ory .  
Scrabulous was created in t he sum m er of  2007 (8)  ____ t wo big Scrabble 
fans, I ndian brot hers Rajat  Agarwalla, 26, and Jayant , 21.  I t  is now a 
runaway success and a huge m oney-spinner for  Rajat  and Jayant . Over half  a 
m illion people play it  every day . The t hreat  to (9)  ____ it  off  t he Web has 
m ade m any users angry.  I n j ust  one day , m ore t han 13,000 j oined t he Save 
Scrabulous group on Facebook. Thousands of people have writ t en t o Mat tel 
and Hasbro t o ask t hem  t o let  Facebook keep t he gam e on it s sit e. Som e 
people have called (10)  ____ a boycot t  of  t he gam e m akersÕ products.  
Ot hers said t he dispute w ill (11)  ____ t he reput at ions of Mat tel and Hasbro. 
Neit her Facebook nor t he Agarwalla brot hers have so far com m ented       
(12)  ____ t he disagreem ent . 

1. (a)  wor ld (b)  Earth ( c)  globe (d)  planet  

2. (a)  vision (b)  version ( c)  versus (d)  visit  

3. (a)  dozen (b)  net  ( c)  gross (d)  grass 

4. (a)  an (b)  the ( c)  one (d)  each 

5. (a)  by (b)  for ( c)  with (d)  to 

6. (a)  nor (b)  neither ( c)  either (d)  or 

7. (a)  in (b)  for ( c)  of (d)  as 

8. (a)  with (b)  by ( c)  for (d)  of 

9. (a)  put  (b)  give ( c)  take  (d)  fire 

10. (a)  for (b)  out  ( c)  in (d)  with 

11. (a)  rein (b)  rain ( c)  run (d)  ru in 

12. (a)  in (b)  on ( c)  by (d)  with 
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W RI TI NG:   
Write about  words for 10 m inutes.  Correct  your part nerÕs paper. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find word gam es to im prove 
your English. Share what you discover with your partner(s)  in the next  
lesson. 

3 . TOYS:  Make a poster about  the top toys in your count ry. Show 
your work to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Did you all have 
sim ilar things? 

4 . COPYRI GHT:  Write a m agazine art icle about the copyright  of 
Scrabulous. I nclude im aginary interviews with the Agarwalla brothers 
and the boss of Mattel. 

Read what you wrote to your classmates in the next  lesson. Write 
down new words and expressions. 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to the boss of Facebook. Ask him  three 
quest ions about  the legality of put t ing Scrabulous on his site. Give 
them three suggest ions on what  he should do to keep Scrabulous 
addicts and the toy m akers happy. Read your let ter to your partner(s)  
in your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. F c. T d. T e. T f. T g. F h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

1. rem ove a. take off 

2 version b. edit ion 

3. gross c. out  and out   

4. infr ingem ent  d. break ing of t he law  

5. replica e. copy  

6. fans f. ent husiasts  

7. threat  g.  possibilit y  

8. boycot t  h. avoid  

9. dispute i. argume nt   

10. reput at ions j . good name s  

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. the wor ld  a. fam ous word game  

2 a gross copyr ight  and t radem ark  b. infr ingem ent  

3. Hasbro sold the r ights to put  Scrabble online  c. to another com pany  

4. This m eans there could be a big court   d. bat t le 

5. There is big m oney  to be  e. ma de online  

6. one of t he mo st  successful gam es in f. t oy hist ory  

7. I t  is now a runaway success and a huge  g.  mo ney-spinner   

8. The t hreat  to t ake it  off t he Web has m ade  h. ma ny users angry  

9. people have called for a boycot t  of t he  i. gam e m akersÕ products  

10. the dispute w ill ruin t he reputat ions  j . of Mat tel and Hasbro  

GAP FI LL:  

Faceb ook  u ser s in  Scr ab u l ou s SOS 
The own ers of th e wo rld f am o u s wo rd game Scrabble have asked Facebook to  remove its  online ver s io n  
of th e game. Representa ti ves from t oy makers Matte l and Hasbro have to ld Facebook th at it s Scrabulous 
game wa s a "g r o ss copyright and tr ademark infr ingement"  and th ey wa nt it shut down . Scrabulous 
provides over 2.4 m illion Scrabble ad d i ct s around th e wor ld a wa y to  play each oth er. I t is Facebook's 
most popular game but it is an alm ost i d en t i ca l  replica of th e 70 -year-old board game Scrabble. Hasbro 
sold th e r ig h t s to  put Scrabble online to  anoth er company last year. This means th ere could be a big 
co u r t  battl e over wh o can and wh o cannot publish th e game on th e I nte rnet.  There is big money to  be 
made online eith er from selling it or from adverti sing r even u es. 

Scrabble has been one of th e m o st  successful games in to y histo ry. Scrabulous wa s create d in th e 
summer of 20 07 by two  big Scrabble f an s, I ndian broth ers Rajat Agarwa lla, 26, and Jayant, 21. I t is now 
a runawa y su ccess and a huge money-spinner for Rajat and Jayant. Over half a m illion people play it 
every day. The t h r eat  to  ta ke it off th e Web has made m any users angry. I n j ust one day, m ore th an 
13,000 j o in ed  th e Save Scrabulous group on Facebook. Thousands of people have wr itte n to  Matte l and 
Hasbro to  ask th em to  let Facebook keep th e game on its  site . Some people have ca l le d  for a boycott of 
th e game makersÕ products . Oth ers said th e dispute  wi ll r u in  th e reputa ti ons of Matte l and Hasbro. 
Neith er Facebook nor th e Agarwa lla broth ers have so far co m m en t ed  on th e disagreement.  

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - a 2 - b 3 - c 4 - d 5 - d 6 - c 7 - a 8 - b 9 - c 10 - a 11 - d 12 - b 
 


