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THE ARTICLE 

A new museum  ent irely dedicated to laziness has opened in 

Colom biaÕs capital, Bogota. But , you have to hurry if you want to see 

the exhibit s and find out  about  being lazy because the exhibit ion 

lasts for only one week. The unusual show has displays that  include 

a whole range of sofas, beds, ham m ocks, futons and anything that  

lets you take the weight  off your feet . There are also plenty of 

televisions for visit ing couch potatoes to watch while they lounge 

around in the m useum . The m useum Õs opening so soon after the 

holiday season is no coincidence. The idea is for people to think 

about  laziness, and perhaps change their behaviour and lifesty le 

throughout  the rest  of the year. I t  is a hands on, or we should say 

bot tom s on, way of m aking us think about  laziness in our high-

speed, fast -paced societ ies. 

The m useum Õs curator Marcela Arrieta said she wanted people to 

have a rethink about laziness and decide whether it  really is a bad 

thing. She told the Associated Press news agency:  "We always think 

about  laziness as an enemy of work.Ó Ms Arrieta m ay not  be leading 

a revolut ion for a shorter working week, but  she could have a point  

in that  we m ight  just  be designed to need m ore down t im e than our 

jobs allow us. Avoiding the pressures and st resses of work and 

chilling out  m ore m ay even m ake us healthier and live longer. 

Arrieta explained that  the exhibit ion aim s to Òm ake people think 

about  the social issues im plied in taking a nap, in being jobless or in 

feeling that  m aybe we are wast ing t im e.Ó Try out  her advice for 

yourself;  take the weight  off your feet , put  your feet  up, and think 

about  being lazy. 



Museum of Laziness opens in Colom bia 7th January, 2008 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

More free lessons at  www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com                3 

WARM-UPS 

1. BEING LAZY: Walk around the class and talk to other st udent s about  
being lazy.  Change par tners oft en.  Aft er you f inish,  sit  w ith your  orig inal par tner(s)  
and share what  you found out . 

2. CHAT: I n pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

 museum / laziness / hurrying / sofas and beds / coincidences / lifestyle / bottoms 
/ enemies / revolutions / pressure / stress / chilling out / taking a nap / weight 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3. LAZINESS: Discuss with your part ner(s)  the different  ways you are lazy in 
these sit uat ions.  I s it  good laziness or  bad laziness? 

¥ study ing English 
¥ being w ith parent s 
¥ at  hom e 
¥ being w ith friends 

¥ keeping New Year resolut ions 
¥ at  work /  school 
¥ diets or  f it ness plans 
¥ other _________________________ 

4. LAZYBONES: Who is the biggest  lazybones you know? Give these people a 
score from  10 (bone idle)  to 1 ( full of energy and get -up-and-go) . 

¥ _____ yourself 
¥ _____ t he person next  to you in class 
¥ _____ your t eacher 
¥ _____ your boss 
¥ _____ som eone in a store you go to oft en 
¥ _____ your count ryÕs leader 
¥ _____ a grandparent  
¥ _____ a local governm ent  worker  in your  count ry 

5. LAZY: Spend one m inute writ ing down all of the different  words you associate 
with the word ÔlazyÕ.  Share your words with your par tner(s)  and talk  about  t hem . 
Together,  put  the words into d ifferent  categories. 

6. QUICK ROLE PLAY: Student  A strongly believes people should be less 
lazy;  Student  B strongly believes being m ore lazy will m ake us live longer lives.  
Change part ners again and talk about  your  roles and conversat ions. 
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BEFORE READING / LISTENING 

1. TRUE / FALSE: Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Museum  workers in Colom bia are t he laziest  people in t he wor ld. T /  F 

b. The m useum  exhibit s include beds and sofas t hat  you can t ry out . T /  F 

c. There are plent y of pot at o product s on sale to m ake you lazier . T /  F 

d. By chance, t he m useum  opened at  t he end of t he holiday season. T /  F 

e. The m useum  want s people t o t hink m ore about  laziness. T /  F 

f.  The m useum  curat or  said laziness is always a bad t hing. T /  F 

g. I t  m ay be t hat  being lazy m ight  act ually m ake us live longer . T /  F 

h. The art icle ends by telling us to sit  down, relax and t hink . T /  F 

2. SYNONYM MATCH: Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. ent irely a. dram at ic change 

2 dedicated b. relaxing 

3. lounge c. devoted 

4. bot tom s d. foe 

5. coincidence e. totally 

6. revolut ion f. let  

7. enem y g. backsides 

8. allow h. laze 

9. chilling out  i. suggested 

10. im plied j. accident  

3. PHRASE MATCH: Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

1. A new m useum  ent irely dedicated  a. potatoes 

2 the exhibit ion lasts  b. revolut ion 

3. lets you take the weight   c. to laziness 

4. couch  d. paced societ ies 

5. our  h igh- speed, fast -  e. in taking a nap 

6. she wanted people to have  f. allow  us 

7. Ms Arr ieta m ay not  be leading a  g. for only  one week 

8. need m ore down t im e t han our  jobs  h. feet  up 

9. the social issues im plied  i. off your  feet  

10. take the weight  off your feet ,  put  your   j. a rethink about  laziness 
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WHILE READING / LISTENING 

GAP FILL: Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

A new m useum  ent irely dedicated to laziness has ________ in 

Colom biaÕs capital,  Bogota.  But ,  you have t o ________ if  you 

want  to see the exhibits and find out  about  being lazy because the 

exhibit ion ________ for  only  one week. The unusual show has 

displays that  include a whole ________ of sofas, beds,  

ham m ocks, futons and anything that  lets you t ake t he weight  off 

your feet . There are also plent y of t elevisions for  v isit ing 

________ potatoes to watch while they lounge around in t he 

m useum . The m useum Õs opening so soon aft er  t he holiday season 

is no ________.  The idea is for  people to th ink about  laziness,  

and perhaps change their behaviour and lifest yle throughout  the 

rest  of t he year.  I t  is a hands on, or  we should say ________ on,  

way of m aking us t hink about  laziness in our  high-speed,  fast -

________ societ ies. 

  

  

range 

coincidence 

bottoms 

opened 

lasts 

paced 

hurry 

couch 

 

The m useum Õs curator  Marcela Arr ieta said she wanted people t o 

have a ________ about  laziness and decide whether  it  really  is a 

bad th ing. She told the Associated Press news agency:  "We 

always th ink about  laziness as an ________ of work.Ó Ms Arrieta 

m ay not  be leading a ________ for a short er working week,  but  

she could have a ________ in t hat  we m ight  j ust  be designed to 

need m ore ________ t im e than our jobs allow us.  Avoiding t he 

pressures and st resses of work and ________ out  m ore m ay even 

m ake us healthier and live longer. Arr ieta explained t hat  the 

exhibit ion aim s t o Òm ake people th ink about  the social issues 

im plied in taking a ________,  in being jobless or in feeling that  

m aybe we are wast ing t im e.Ó Try out  her advice for  yourself;  take 

the weight  off your feet ,  put  your  ________ up, and t hink about  

being lazy. 

  

chilling 

enemy 

point 

feet 

rethink 

nap 

down 

revolution 
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LISTENING:  Listen and fill in the spaces. 

A new m useum  _____________________ laziness has opened in Colom biaÕs 

capital, Bogota. But , you have t o hurry if you want  t o see t he exhibit s and 

find out  about  being lazy  because t he exhibit ion ________________ week . 

The unusual show has displays t hat  include ________________ sofas, beds,  

ham m ocks, fut ons and anyt hing t hat  lets you take t he ________________. 

There are also plenty  of telev isions for  v isit ing ______________ t o wat ch 

while t hey  lounge around in t he m useum . The m useum Õs opening so soon 

after t he holiday  season ________________. The idea is for people t o t hink  

about  laziness, and perhaps change t heir  behav iour and lifesty le t hroughout  

the rest  of t he year.  I t  is a hands on, or  we ________________, way  of  

m ak ing us t hink about  laziness in our ____________________ societ ies. 

The m useum Õs curator Marcela Arrieta said she want ed people t o have a 

___________________ and decide whet her it  really is a bad t hing. She t old 

the Associated Press news agency :  "We always think about  laziness as an 

______________.Ó Ms Arr iet a m ay not  be leading a revolut ion for  a shorter  

work ing week, but  she could ______________ t hat  we m ight  j ust  be 

designed to need ___________________ our j obs allow us. Avoiding t he 

pressures and st resses of  work  and ______________ m ay even m ake us 

healt hier and live longer . Arr iet a explained that  t he exhibit ion aim s t o Òm ake 

people t hink  about  t he social issues ______________ a nap, in being jobless 

or in feeling that  m aybe we are wast ing t im eÓ ______________ for yourself ;  

take t he weight  off your feet , ______________, and t hink about  being lazy. 
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AFTER READING / LISTENING 

1. WORD SEARCH: Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
‘couch’ and ‘potato’. 

couch potato 

  

  

  

  

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2. ARTICLE QUESTIONS: Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3. GAP FILL: I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4. VOCABULARY: Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5. TEST EACH OTHER: Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ dedicated 
¥ lasts 
¥ weight  
¥ lounge 
¥ rest  
¥ hands on 

¥ rethink 
¥ enemy 
¥ point  
¥ avoiding 
¥ nap 
¥ advice 
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STUDENT LAZINESS SURVEY 
Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  being lazy  in t he t able. Do t his in pairs. Each 
st udent  m ust  writ e t he quest ions on his /  her own paper . 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 

  

   

Q.2. 

  

   

Q.3. 

  

   

Q.4. 

  

   

Q.5. 

  

   

¥ Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you 
found out . Change part ners oft en. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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DISCUSSION 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 

b)  What  springs to m ind when you hear the word ÔlazinessÕ? 

c)  Would you like to visit  the Museum of Laziness? 

d)  Do you think being lazy is in our genes and that  itÕs necessary for 
us to put  our feet  up and do nothing? 

e)  Do you like being lazy and taking the weight  off your feet? When 
are you lazy? 

f)  Does it  annoy you when other people are lazy? 

g)  I s laziness a good or bad thing? 

h)  What  exhibit s, besides beds and sofas, do you think a Museum of 
Laziness should have? 

i)  I s it  difficult  to be lazy in this fast -paced world? 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 

b)  Do you think the Museum  of Laziness is a good idea? 

c)  Are you a couch potato? What do you eat  and drink when you veg 
out  in front  of the TV? 

d)  I s laziness Òan enem y of workÓ or do you think lazy periods at  
work could m ean workers work bet ter? 

e)  Do you think there should be a shorter working week in your 
count ry? 

f)  What  do you think are the Òsocial issuesÓ of taking a nap? 

g)  Would you be lazier if you knew laziness m eant  you lived longer? 

h)  Why are people lazy? 

i)  Did you like this discussion? 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT WORD: Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

A new m useum  (1)  ____ dedicated to laziness has opened in Colom biaÕs 
capital,  Bogot a.  But , you have to (2)  ____ if you want  t o see t he exhibit s and 
find out  about  being lazy because t he exhibit ion (3)  ____ for  only one week . 
The unusual show has displays t hat  include a whole range of sofas, beds, 
ham m ocks, fut ons and anyt hing t hat  lets you take t he weight  of f your feet .  
There are also plent y (4)  ____ t elevisions for v isit ing couch pot at oes t o 
wat ch while t hey lounge around in t he m useum . The m useum Õs opening so 
soon after t he holiday season is (5)  ____ coincidence. The idea is for people 
to t hink about  laziness, and perhaps change t heir behav iour and lifesty le 
throughout  t he (6)  ____ of t he year . I t  is a hands on, or we should say  
bot t om s on, way of m aking us t hink about  laziness in our high-speed, fast -
paced societ ies. 

The m useum Õs curator Marcela Arrieta said she want ed people t o have a    
(7)  ____ about  laziness and decide whet her it  really is a bad t hing. She told 
the Associated Press news agency :  "We always think about  laziness as an  
(8)  ____ of work .Ó Ms Arr iet a m ay not  be leading a revolut ion for a short er  
work ing week , but  she could have a (9)  ____ in t hat  we m ight  j ust  be 
designed to need m ore down t im e than our j obs allow us. Avoiding t he 
pressures and st resses (10)  ____ work  and chilling out  m ore m ay even m ake 
us healt hier and live longer. Arrieta explained t hat  t he exhibit ion aim s t o 
Òm ake people t hink about  t he social issues im plied in taking a nap, in being 
j obless or in feeling t hat  m aybe we are wast ing t im e.Ó Try out  her  adv ice for  
yourself ;  take t he (11)  ____ of f your feet , put  your feet  (12)  ____, and think  
about  being lazy . 

1. (a)  ent ire (b)  ent irely ( c)  ent ry (d)  enter tain ing 

2. (a)  hurry (b)  hurr ied ( c)  hurrying (d)  hurr ies 

3. (a)  cast s (b)  fasts ( c)  past s (d)  lasts 

4. (a)  with (b)  for ( c)  of (d)  by 

5. (a)  no (b)  non ( c)  no-no (d)  none 

6. (a)  laze (b)  rest  ( c)  lounge (d)  relax 

7. (a)  refresh (b)  recharge ( c)  relax (d)  reth ink 

8. (a)  enem a (b)  energy ( c)  enem y (d)  enm ity 

9. (a)  it em  (b)  t ip ( c)  sharp  (d)  point  

10. (a)  of (b)  at  ( c)  to (d)  in 

11. (a)  force (b)  heavy ( c)  weight  (d)  m ass 

12. (a)  over (b)  up ( c)  out  (d)  down 
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WRITING:   
Write about  laziness for 10 m inutes. Correct  your part nerÕs paper . 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEWORK 

1. VOCABULARY EXTENSION: Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2. INTERNET: Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about  
laziness and it s effects on our health. Talk about what  you discover 
with your partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3. LAZINESS: Make a poster about  your own habits of laziness. 
I nclude inform at ion on whether each point  is good or bad laziness, and 
what  you can do to m ake your laziness bet ter. Show your poster to 
your classm ates in the next  lesson. Did you all have sim ilar things? 

4. BEING LAZY: Write a m agazine art icle about  how laziness 
affects society. I nclude im aginary interviews with an expert  on taking 
naps and a hard-working business execut ive. 

Read what you wrote to your classmates in the next  lesson. Write 
down new words and expressions. 

5. LETTER: Write a let ter to the Museum  of Laziness. Ask them 
three quest ions about  their exhibit ion. Give them three suggest ions on 
what  they should add to their museum  (explain why) . Read your let ter 
to your partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer 
your quest ions. 
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ANSWERS 
TRUE / FALSE: 

a. F b. T c. F d. F e. T f. F g. T h.  T 

SYNONYM MATCH: 

1. ent irely a. t otally 

2 dedicat ed b. devoted  

3. lounge c. laze  

4. bot toms  d. backsides 

5. coincidence e. accident   

6. revolut ion f. dram at ic change  

7. enemy  g. foe  

8. allow h. let   

9. chilling out  i. relax ing  

10. imp lied j. suggested  

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. A new m useum ent irely dedicated  a. t o laziness 

2 the exhibit ion last s  b. for  only one week 

3. let s you take the weight   c. off your feet   

4. couch  d. potat oes  

5. our  high-speed, fast -  e. paced societ ies  

6. she wanted people t o have  f. a ret hink about  laziness 

7. Ms Arr ieta ma y not  be leading a  g. revolut ion  

8. need m ore down t ime  t han our j obs  h. allow us  

9. the social issues imp lied  i. in taking a nap  

10. take the weight  off  your  feet , put  your  j. feet  up  

GAP FILL: 

Museum of Laziness opens in Colombia 
A new museum ent irely  dedicate d to  laziness has opened in ColombiaÕs capita l, Bogota . But, you have t o 
hurry if  you wa nt t o see th e exhibits  and f ind out about being lazy because th e exhibiti on lasts for only  
one we ek. The unusual show has displays t hat include a whole range of sofas, beds, hamm ocks, futo ns 
and anyth ing th at lets  you take th e we ight off your feet.  There are also plenty  of te lev isions for v isiti ng 
couch pota to es to  wa tch wh ile th ey lounge around in th e museum. The museumÕs opening so soon afte r  
th e holiday season is no coincidence. The idea is for people to  th ink about laziness, and perhaps change 
th eir behaviour and lifesty le th roughout th e rest of th e year. I t is a hands on, or we  should say bottoms 
on, wa y of making us th ink about laziness in our high-speed, fast -paced societi es. 

The museumÕs curat or Marcela Arr ieta  said she wa nte d people to  have a rethink about laziness and 
decide wh eth er it really  is a bad th ing. She to ld th e Associate d Press news agency:  "We alwa ys th ink  
about laziness as an enemy of wo rk.Ó Ms Arr ieta  may not be leading a revolution for a shorte r work ing 
we ek, but she could have a point in th at we  m ight just be designed to  need more down ti me th an our  
jobs allow us. Avoiding th e pressures and str esses of wo rk and chilling out more may even make us 
health ier and live longer. Arr ieta  explained th at th e exhibiti on aims to  Òmake people th ink about th e social 
issues implied in ta k ing a nap, in being jobless or in feeling th at maybe we  are wa sti ng ti me.Ó Try out her  
advice for yourself;  ta ke th e we ight off your feet, put your feet up, and th ink about being lazy. 

LANGUAGE WORK 

1 - b 2 -a 3 - d 4 - c 5 - a 6 - b 7 - d 8 - c 9 - d 10 - a 11 - c 12 - b 
 


