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THE ARTI CLE 

Over one m illion partygoers saw in the New Year in New YorkÕs 

Tim es Square on Monday night  and witnessed one of 2008Õs very 

f irst  efforts to conserve energy. The t radit ional New YearÕs Eve ball, 

which has brought  in New YorkÕs new year for the past  100 years, 

went  green. The ball was first  dropped from  a flagpole at  One Tim es 

Square on Decem ber 31st , 1907. I t  was m ade of wood and iron and 

contained one hundred 25-wat t  light  bulbs. A century on and the 

new energy-efficient  ball was fit ted with 9,576 light -em it t ing diodes, 

which use about  the sam e am ount  of elect r icit y as 10 toasters. 

Although it  is twice as bright  as earlier balls and can produce a 

kaleidoscope of 16 m illion colours, it  needs considerably less power. 

Anyone want ing a sim ilar decorat ion to celebrate the next  New Year 

will need a cool $1.1 m illion to buy one. 

Technology was a key part  of the fest iv it ies in New York on Monday. 

Tim  Tom pkins, the president of the group in charge of the Tim es 

Square celebrat ions, said:  "Tim es Square has always been an arena 

where the latest  and greatest  cut t ing-edge technology is unveiled 

and showcased."  A representat ive from  Philips, the com pany that  

m ade this yearÕs ball said:  "The whole world looks up to New York 's 

New Year's Eve. I 'm  proud to be able to save energy and show off 

this technology to the world with such a special event ."  Another 

innovat ive use of technology used on Monday night  was a v irtual wall 

of I nternet  confet t i. People from  around the world typed their New 

Year wishes on a special I nternet  site. The m essages were then 

printed on one ton of mult icoloured paper, which floated down on 

revelers in the st reets. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . 2 0 0 8 :  Walk around the class and talk  t o other st udent s about  2008.  Change 
part ners oft en. After you fin ish, sit  w ith your or iginal partner( s)  and share what  you 
found out . 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

 partygoers / New York / New Year’s Eve / light bulbs / toasters / kaleidoscope 
/ technology / celebrations / cutting edge / saving energy / confetti / wishes 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3 . MY  RESOLUTI ON S:  Tell your  par tner(s)  what  your New Year  
resolut ions are for  t he follow ing.  How different  do you t hink t heyÕll be on 1/ 1/ 2009? 

¥ m y English level 
¥ m y love life 
¥ m y finances 
¥ m y fit ness 

¥ m y effort s to conserve energy 
¥ m y bad habits 
¥ m y k indness to others 
¥ m y work 

4 . W ORLD RESOLUTI ON S:  Decide what  resolut ions t hese people w ill  
have for  2008.  Change partners and discuss whether  t he resolut ions w ill com e t rue. 

¥ George W. Bush 
¥ Tiger Woods 
¥ Brit ney Spears 
¥ Ban Ki-Moon 

¥ Bill Gates 
¥ Osam a Bin Laden 
¥ a t ribeswom an in the Am azon 
¥ your count ryÕs leader 

5 . 2 0 0 8  HEAD LI NES:  With your part ner( s) , d iscuss these headlines for  
2008.  Will t hey com e t rue? Would you like them  to? What  would happen if  t hey did? 

¥ President  George W Bush resigns after  scandal 
¥ Food wars break out  in Lat in Am erica 
¥ Cure for  cancer and AIDS found 
¥ China t ops 2008 Olym pics gold m edal table 
¥ I ndia over takes US as worldÕs largest  econom y 
¥ Car that  runs on water invented 
¥ Palest ine created Ð Middle East  peace at  last  
¥ 2008 worst  year ever  for natural disasters 

6 . NEW  YEARÕS EVE:  Spend one m inute writ ing down all of t he different  
words you associate with t he term  ÔNew YearÕs EveÕ.  Share your words w it h your 
part ner( s)  and talk about  them . Together,  put  t he words into d ifferent  categories. 

7 . QUI CK ROLE PLAY :  Student  A st r o n g ly  believes 2008 w ill be the best 
year  ever;  Student  B st r o n g ly  believes itÕll be a bad year.  Change part ners again 
and talk about  your  roles and conversat ions. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. New YorkÕs m ayor asked all New Year partygoers t o wear green. T /  F 

b. An illum inated ball has seen in t he New Year in NY for  a cent ury . T /  F 

c. This yearÕs ball is energy eff icient  and cont ains 9,576 LEDs. T /  F 

d. The New Year  ball is on sale in New York st ores for $1,100. T /  F 

e. New York staged a t radit ional, t echnology- free New Year  party . T /  F 

f.  An elect ronics com pany spokesm an was proud of sav ing energy . T /  F 

g. Many people m arried in Tim es Square, which was full of  confet t i. T /  F 

h. PeopleÕs w ishes were print ed on paper which fell on NYÕs st reets. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. witnessed a. save 

2 conserve b. respect s 

3. light -em it t ing diodes c. ornam ent  

4. considerably d. part ygoers 

5. decorat ion e. saw 

6. fest ivit ies f. pioneer ing 

7. cut t ing-edge g. cut t ing-edge 

8. looks up t o h. m uch 

9. innovat ive i. celebrat ions 

10. revelers j. LEDs 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

1. one of 2008Õs very f irst  effort s to a. to New YorkÕs New Year 

2 one hundred 25-wat t   b. conserve energy 

3. A century   c. unveiled and showcased 

4. a kaleidoscope of  d. part  of the fest iv it ies 

5. a cool  e. 16 m illion colours 

6. Technology was a key  f. of m ult icoloured paper 

7. cut t ing-edge t echnology is  g. $1.1 m illion 

8. The whole wor ld looks up  h. use of technology 

9. Another innovat ive  i. on 

10. print ed on one ton  j. light  bulbs 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Over one m illion part ygoers ________ in the New Year in New 

YorkÕs Tim es Square on Monday night  and witnessed one of 

2008Õs very first  ________ t o conserve energy.  The t radit ional 

New YearÕs Eve ball,  which has brought  in New YorkÕs new year 

for  the past  100 years,  went  ________.  The ball was f irst  dropped 

from  a f lagpole at  One Tim es Square on Decem ber 31st , 1907.  I t  

was m ade of wood and iron and contained one hundred 25-wat t  

light  bulbs.  A century  ________ and the new energy-efficient  ball 

was f it ted w ith 9,576 light - em it t ing diodes,  which use about  t he 

sam e am ount  of elect ricit y as 10 ________. Although it  is 

________ as br ight  as earlier balls and can produce a 

kaleidoscope of 16 m illion colours,  it  needs ________ less power.  

Anyone want ing a sim ilar  decorat ion t o celebrate the next  New 

Year will need a ________ $1.1 m illion to buy one. 

  

  

considerably 

efforts 

twice 

on 

saw 

cool 

green 

toasters 

 

Technology was a ________ part  of t he fest ivit ies in New York on 

Monday. Tim  Tom pkins,  the president  of the group in ________ of 

the Tim es Square celebrat ions,  said:  "Tim es Square has always 

been an ________ where the lat est  and greatest  cut t ing- edge 

technology is unveiled and showcased."  A representat ive from  

Philips, the com pany that  m ade th is yearÕs ball said:  "The whole 

wor ld ________ up t o New York's New Year's Eve. I 'm  proud t o 

be able t o save energy and show ________ t his t echnology to the 

wor ld w ith such a special event ."  Another innovat ive ________ of 

technology used on Monday night  was a virt ual wall of I nt ernet  

confet t i.  People from  around t he wor ld typed their  New Year 

________ on a special I nt ernet  sit e.  The m essages were t hen 

printed on one t on of m ult icoloured paper,  which ________ down 

on revelers in the st reet s. 

  

arena  

wishes 

charge 

off 

looks 

floated 

key 

use 
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LI STENI NG:   List en  an d  f i l l  in  t h e sp aces. 

Over one _______________________ New Year in New YorkÕs Tim es Square 

on Monday night  and wit nessed one of 2008Õs __________________ 

conserve energy . The t radit ional New YearÕs Eve ball,  which has brought  in 

New YorkÕs new year __________________ years, went  green. The ball was 

first  dropped from  a f lagpole at  One Tim es Square on Decem ber 31st , 1907. 

I t  was __________________ iron and contained one hundred 

__________________ bulbs. A cent ury on and the new energy-eff icient  ball 

was f it ted w it h 9 ,576 light -em it t ing diodes, which use about  t he sam e 

am ount  of  elect r icit y as 10 t oast ers. Although it  __________________ 

ear lier balls and can produce a kaleidoscope of 16 m illion colours, it  needs 

considerably less power . Anyone want ing a sim ilar decorat ion t o celebrate 

the next  New Year __________________ $1.1 m illion t o buy  one. 

Technology  was __________________ fest iv it ies in New York  on Monday . 

Tim  Tom pk ins, t he president  of t he group in charge of the Tim es Square 

celebrat ions, said:  "Tim es Square has always __________________ t he 

latest  and greatest  cut t ing-edge technology is unveiled and showcased."  A 

represent at ive f rom  Philips, t he com pany __________________ yearÕs ball 

said:  "The whole wor ld looks up t o New York 's New Year's Eve. I 'm  proud t o 

be able to save energy __________________ technology t o t he wor ld wit h 

such a special event ."  Anot her  innovat ive use of t echnology  used on Monday  

night  __________________ I nternet  confet t i. People from  around t he wor ld  

typed t heir New Year  w ishes on a special I nt ernet  site. The m essages were 

then ______________________ m ult icoloured paper, which f loated down on 

revelers in t he st reet s. 



New YorkÕs ÔgreenÕ New Year  1st January, 2008 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

More free lessons at  www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com                7 

AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôn ew Õ and Ôy ear Õ. 

n ew  y ear  

  

  

  

  

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ efforts 
¥ green 
¥ contained 
¥ toasters 
¥ kaleidoscope 
¥ cool 

¥ key 
¥ arena 
¥ cut t ing 
¥ special 
¥ virtual 
¥ f loated 
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STUDENT 2 0 0 8  SURVEY 

Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  2008 in t he table. Do t his in pairs.  Each st udent  
m ust  writ e t he quest ions on his /  her own paper . 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 

  

   

Q.2. 

  

   

Q.3. 

  

   

Q.4. 

  

   

Q.5. 

  

   

¥ Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you 
found out . Change part ners oft en. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 

b)  How did you see in 2008? 

c)  Do you have lots of good m em ories about  New YearÕs Eves? 

d)  Which city would you like to be in for New YearÕs Eve? 

e)  Do you think New York is the best  place to be for the New Year? 

f)  I s the energy-conserving ball a good idea? 

g)  What  happens in your count ry over the New Year period? 

h)  Do you feel different  on the first  day of a new year? 

i)  What  do you think a coloured ball has to do with the New Year? 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 

b)  Technology or f ireworks? 

c)  Do you think the world really looks up to New York at  the New 
Year? 

d)  Did you have a good year last  year? 

e)  What  are your New Year resolut ions? Do you think youÕll keep 
them ? 

f)  What  do you think 2008 has in store for the world? 

g)  Do you think 2008 will be a good year for you? 

h)  What  wish would you like to have had printed on the Tim es 
Square confet t i? 

i)  Did you like this discussion? 



New YorkÕs ÔgreenÕ New Year  1st January, 2008 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

More free lessons at  www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com                10 

LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

Over one m illion part ygoers saw (1)  ____ t he New Year in New YorkÕs Tim es 
Square on Monday night  and wit nessed one of 2008Õs very  first  (2)  ____ t o 
conserve energy . The t radit ional New YearÕs Eve ball,  which has brought  in 
New YorkÕs new year for t he past  100 years, (3)  ____ green. The ball was 
first  dropped from  a f lagpole at  One Tim es Square on Decem ber 31st , 1907. 
I t  was m ade of  wood and iron and cont ained one hundred 25-wat t  light  
bulbs. A cent ury (4)  ____ and t he new energy-efficient  ball was fit t ed wit h 
9,576 light -em it t ing diodes, which use about  t he sam e am ount  of elect r icit y  
as 10 t oasters.  Alt hough it  is (5)  ____ as bright  as earlier balls and can 
produce a kaleidoscope of  16 m illion colours, it  needs considerably  less 
power. Anyone want ing a sim ilar decorat ion t o celebrat e t he next  New Year  
will need a (6)  ____ $1.1 m illion t o buy one. 

Technology was a (7)  ____ part  of the fest iv it ies in New York on Monday . 
Tim  Tom pkins, t he president  of  t he group in (8)  ____ of t he Tim es Square 
celebrat ions, said:  "Tim es Square has always been an arena where t he latest  
and great est  cut t ing- (9)  ____ technology  is unveiled and showcased."  A 
represent at ive from  Philips, t he com pany  t hat  m ade t his yearÕs ball said:  
"The whole world looks (10)  ____ to New York 's New Year's Eve. I 'm  proud 
to be able to save energy and show off t his technology t o t he wor ld w it h such 
a special event ."  Anot her (11)  ____ use of technology used on Monday night  
was a v irt ual wall of I nternet  confet t i. People f rom  around t he world typed 
their New Year wishes on a special I nternet  site. The m essages were then 
pr inted on one t on of m ult icoloured paper , which (12)  ____ down on revelers 
in t he st reet s. 

1. (a)  out  (b)  in ( c)  all ( d)  down 

2. (a)  effor ts (b)  effor t less ( c)  effor t  (d)  effor t lessly 

3. (a)  dyed (b)  cam e (c)  began (d)  went  

4. (a)  up (b)  all ( c)  on (d)  out  

5. (a)  twice (b)  double ( c)  two (d)  two- t im e 

6. (a)  cold (b)  cool ( c)  chilly (d)  freezing 

7. (a)  keyed (b)  quay ( c)  keys (d)  key 

8. (a)  charged (b)  charges ( c)  charge (d)  charger 

9. (a)  border (b)  rim  (c)  side  (d)  edge 

10. (a)  up (b)  down (c)  in (d)  out  

11. (a)  innovate (b)  innovat ion ( c)  innovat ive (d)  innovator 

12. (a)  flotat ion (b)  floated ( c)  flot illa (d)  floatat ion 
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W RI TI NG:   
Write about  2008 for 10 m inutes. Correct  your part nerÕs paper. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about  
how different  cit ies saw in the New Year. Talk about what you discover 
with your partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3 . RESOLUTI ONS:  Make a poster about your New Year 
resolut ions. Put  your targets on the poster and the reasons for them . 
Show your poster to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Did you all 
have sim ilar things? 

4 . 2 0 0 8 :  I m agine itÕs 2009. Write a m agazine art icle about the year 
2008. I nclude im aginary interviews with leaders and ordinary people.  

Read what you wrote to your classmates in the next  lesson. Write 
down new words and expressions. 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to a good fr iend. Ask him/ her three 
quest ions about his/ her plans for this year. Give him / her three 
suggest ions on what  he/ she should do to have a fantast ic year. Read 
your let ter to your partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will 
answer your quest ions. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. T c. T d. F e. F f. T g. F h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

1. witnessed a. saw 

2 conserve b. save  

3. light- em it t ing diodes c. LEDs  

4. considerably d. mu ch  

5. decorat ion e. ornam ent   

6. fest iv it ies f. celebrat ions 

7. cut t ing- edge g. pioneer ing 

8. looks up t o h. respects  

9. innovat ive i. cut t ing- edge  

10. revelers j. partygoers  

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. one of 2008Õs very f irst  effor t s t o a. conserve energy 

2 one hundred 25- wat t   b. light  bulbs  

3. A cent ury  c. on  

4. a kaleidoscope of  d. 16 mi llion colours  

5. a cool  e. $1.1 mi llion  

6. Technology was a key  f. part  of the fest iv it ies  

7. cut t ing- edge technology is  g. unveiled and showcased  

8. The whole world looks up  h. t o New YorkÕs New Year  

9. Anot her innovat ive  i. use of technology   

10. pr inted on one ton  j. of mu lt icoloured paper  

GAP FI LL:  

New  Yo r k Õs Ôg r een Õ New  Year  
Over one m illion par ty goers saw  in th e New Year in New YorkÕs Times Square on Monday night and 
wi tn essed one of 200 8Õs very f irst e f f o r t s  to  conserve energy. The tr aditi onal New YearÕs Eve ball, wh ich 
has brought in New YorkÕs new year for th e past 100 years, we nt g r een . The ball wa s f ir st dropped from a 
f lagpole at One Times Square on December 31s t, 1907. I t wa s made of wo od and iron and conta ined one 
hundred 25 -wa tt light bulbs. A centu ry o n  and th e new energy-eff icient ball wa s f itte d wi th  9,576 light -
em itti ng diodes, wh ich use about th e same amount of electr icity  as 10 t o ast er s. Alth ough it is t w ice as 
bright as earlier balls and can produce a kaleidoscope of 16 m illion colours, it needs co n sid e r ab ly  less 
powe r. Anyone wa nti ng a sim ilar decorati on to  celebrate  th e next New Year wi ll need a co o l  $1. 1 m il lion 
to  buy one. 

Technology wa s a k e y  part of th e festi v iti es in New York on Monday. Tim  Tompkins, th e president of th e 
group in ch ar g e of th e Times Square celebrati ons, said:  "Times Square has alwa ys been an ar en a wh ere 
th e late st and greate st cutti ng-edge te chnology is unveiled and showcased."  A representa ti ve from Phil ips,  
th e company th at made th is yearÕs ball said:  "The whole world lo o k s up to  New York 's New Year's Eve.  
I 'm  proud to  be able to  save energy and show o f f  th is te chnology to  th e wo rld wi th  such a special event."  
Anoth er innovati ve u se of te chnology used on Monday night wa s a v irtu al wa ll of I nte rnet confetti . People 
from around th e wo rld ty ped th eir New Year w ish es on a special I nte rnet site . The messages we re th en 
printe d on one to n of multi coloured paper, wh ich f lo at ed  down  on revelers in th e str eets . 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - b 2 -a 3 - d 4 - c 5 - a 6 - b 7 - d 8 - c 9 - d 10 - a 11 - c 12 - b 
 


