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THE ARTI CLE 

The Am erican weekly news m agazine Tim e has named RussiaÕs 

president  Vladim ir Put in as it s 2007 "Person of the Year."  Put in won 

the award for bringing stability  to Russia at  a t im e when it  was 

experiencing chaos. Tim eÕs m anaging editor Richard Stengel said the 

m agazine chose Put in because of his "ext raordinary feat  of 

leadershipÓ in restoring Russia as a world power. However, he 

pointed out  that  the award is not  an Òhonor or endorsem ent " , but  is 

given as "a clear-eyed recognit ion of the world as it  is and of the 

m ost  powerful individuals and forces shaping that  world -  for bet ter 

or for worse". Past  winners of the award include Adolf Hit ler and 

Joseph Stalin. This yearÕs runners up were Nobel Peace Prize winner 

Al Gore, Harry Pot ter author J.K. Rowling and Chinese President Hu 

Jintao. 

President  Put in is hugely popular in Russia and recent ly won a 

landslide elect ion v ictory. He has reform ed the econom y and created 

great  wealth. His crit ics, however, accuse him of being undem ocrat ic 

and having too much cont rol over the m edia. Mr Stengel noted that  

Put in was not  a perfect  leader, saying:  "He's the new czar of Russia 

and he's dangerous in the sense that  he doesn't  care about civil 

libert ies, he doesn't  care about  free speech."  Not  everyone agreed 

with the award. The American news network Fox believes the leader 

of US t roops in I raq General David Pet raeus was m ore deserving. 

Meanwhile, in Moscow, the Krem lin was happier. I t  said:  ÒWe do 

hope this will create a bet ter understanding that  Russia is a 

dem ocrat ic count ry and is standing for fair play and avoiding double 

standards.Ó 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . MAG AZ I NES:  Walk around t he class and talk  to other  student s about  
m agazines. Change partners oft en. Aft er you f inish, sit  with your  orig inal par tner(s)  
and share what  you found out . 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

 weekly  news /  awards /  stabilit y /  chaos /  leadership /  recognit ion /  forces /  
elect ions /  wealth /  civ il l iber t ies /  free speech /  being deserving /  fair p lay 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3 . PEOPLE OF 2 0 0 7 :  With your part ner( s) , decide on who you think should 
get  t he awards below. Change par tners and share your f indings. Can you agree as a 
class on one winner for each award? 

• wom an of 2007 
• m an of 2007 
• team  of 2007 
• com pany of 2007 

• student  of 2007 
• teacher of 2007 
• idea of 2007 
• word of 2007 

4 . TI ME  MAG AZ I NE W I NNERS:  With your par tner(s) ,  discuss why  
the following prev ious w inners of Tim e MagazineÕs ÒPerson of the YearÓ award won.  
Do you t hink t hey deserved t o w in? 

• Mahatm a Ghandi ( 1930)  
• Adolf Hit ler ( 1938)  
• Mart in Luther King Jr  (1963)  
• The com puter  (1982)  

• Bill Clint on (1998)  
• George W Bush (2000 & 2004)  
• The Am er ican soldier ( 2003)  
• You (2006)  

5 . I ÕM PERSON OF 2 0 0 7 :  Spend one m inute writ ing down reasons why 
you should be Person of t he Year. Share your reasons with your par tner(s)  and talk  
about  them . 

6 . AW AR D:  Spend one m inute writ ing down all of the different  words you 
associate w it h t he word ÔawardÕ. Share your words w ith your par tner(s)  and talk  
about  them . Together,  put  t he words into different  categor ies. 

7 . QUI CK ROLE PLAY :  Student  A st r o n g ly  believes that  Vladim ir Put in 
was the per fect  choice for Person of the Year;  Student  B believes it  was a t err ible 
choice and that  person X should have got  it .   Change par tners oft en.  Change 
part ners again and talk  about  your roles and conversat ions. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. A U.S. publicat ion has chosen RussiaÕs president  as person of 2007. T /  F 

b. Put in won t he award largely for helping bring stabilit y  t o t he wor ld. T /  F 

c. Tim e said w inning t he award was a great  honor for t he w inner . T /  F 

d. Adolf Hit ler was a past  w inner of Tim eÕs Person of t he Year award. T /  F 

e. Put in has increased t he prosper it y of his count ry. T /  F 

f.  Tim eÕs m anaging edit or said Put in cared deeply about  civ il libert ies. T /  F 

g. Am ericaÕs Fox News did not  t hink Put in should have got  t he award. T /  F 

h. The Krem lin said t he award w ill show how dem ocrat ic Russia is. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. stability a. achievem ent  

2 chaos b. st eering clear of 

3. feat  c. m olding 

4. endorsem ent  d. overwhelm ing 

5. shaping e. blam e 

6. landslide f.  approval 

7. accuse g. observed 

8. noted h. disorder 

9. deserving i.  order 

10. avoiding j .  worthy 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

1. bringing stability  t o Russia at  a t im e when  a. it  is 

2 his ext raordinary feat   b. perfect  leader 

3. the award is not  an honor  c. up 

4. recognit ion of t he wor ld as  d. elect ion victory 

5. This yearÕs runners  e. or  endorsem ent  

6. recent ly  won a landslide  f.  double standards 

7. Stengel noted that  Put in was not  a  g. he's dangerous 

8. He's the new czar  of Russia and  h. m ore deserving 

9. General David Pet raeus was  i.  of leadership 

10. standing for fair  play and avoiding  j .  it  was experiencing chaos 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

The Am er ican weekly  news m agazine Tim e has ________ RussiaÕs 

president  Vladim ir Put in as its 2007 "Person of the Year."  Put in 

won the award for  br inging ________ to Russia at  a t im e when it  

was experiencing chaos.  Tim eÕs m anaging edit or  Richard Stengel 

said the m agazine chose Put in because of his "ext raordinary 

________ of leadershipÓ in restor ing Russia as a world ________.  

However,  he pointed out  t hat  the award is not  an Ò________ or  

endorsem ent" ,  but  is g iven as "a clear- eyed recognit ion of t he 

wor ld as it  is and of t he m ost  powerful individuals and ________ 

shaping that  world -  for  bet t er or  for  worse" .  Past  winners of the 

award ________ Adolf Hit ler and Joseph Stalin. This yearÕs 

________ up were Nobel Peace Prize w inner Al Gore,  Harry  Pot t er  

author  J.K.  Rowling and Chinese President  Hu Jintao. 

  

  

forces 

power 

feat  

include 

nam ed 

honor 

runners 

stability 

 

President  Put in is ________ popular in Russia and recent ly  won a 

landslide elect ion vict ory.  He has ________ the econom y and 

created great  wealth.  His crit ics, however,  ________ him  of being 

undem ocrat ic and hav ing too m uch cont rol over t he m edia. Mr 

Stengel noted that  Put in was not  a per fect  leader, saying:  "He's 

the new czar  of Russia and he's dangerous in t he ________ that  

he doesn't  care about  civil libert ies,  he doesn't  care about  free 

speech."  Not  everyone ________ w it h the award. The Am er ican 

news network Fox believes the leader of US t roops in I raq General 

David Pet raeus was m ore ________.  Meanwhile,  in Moscow,  t he 

Krem lin was happier.  I t  said:  ÒWe do hope th is will create a bet t er  

understanding that  Russia is a dem ocrat ic count ry  and is standing 

for ________ play and avoiding double ________.Ó 

  

accuse 

standards 

sense 

deserving 

fair 

hugely 

agreed 

reform ed 
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LI STENI NG:   List en  an d  f i l l  in  t h e sp aces. 

The Am er ican __________________ Tim e has nam ed RussiaÕs president  

Vladim ir Put in as it s 2007 "Person of the Year ."  Put in won t he award for  

br inging st abilit y  t o Russia at  a t im e when it  __________________. Tim eÕs 

m anaging edit or Richard Stengel said t he m agazine chose Put in because of  

his "ext raordinary feat  of leadershipÓ in rest or ing Russia as a world power .  

However , he pointed __________________ an Òhonor or endorsem ent " ,  

__________________ clear-eyed recognit ion of t he world as it  is and of t he 

m ost  powerful indiv iduals and forces shaping t hat  wor ld -  

__________________ worse" . Past  w inners of t he award include Adolf Hit ler  

and Joseph St alin. This yearÕs __________________ Nobel Peace Pr ize 

winner Al Gore, Harry  Pot t er  aut hor J.K. Rowling and Chinese President  Hu 

Jint ao. 

President  Put in __________________ Russia and recent ly  won a landslide 

elect ion v ict ory . He has reform ed t he econom y and created great  wealt h. His 

cr it ics, however, __________________ undem ocrat ic and having t oo m uch 

cont rol over t he m edia. Mr Stengel noted t hat  Put in was not  a perfect  leader ,  

saying:  "He's __________________ Russia and he's dangerous in t he sense 

that  he doesn't  care about  civ il libert ies, he doesn't  __________________."  

Not  everyone agreed w it h t he award. The Am er ican news net work  Fox  

believes t he leader of  US t roops in I raq General Dav id Pet raeus 

__________________. Meanwhile, in Moscow, t he Krem lin was happier . I t  

said:  ÒWe do hope t his will creat e a bet t er underst anding t hat  Russia is a 

dem ocrat ic count ry and is st anding __________________ avoiding double 

standards.Ó 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôf ai r Õ and Ôp lay Õ. 

f a i r  p lay  

  

  

  

  

• Share your findings with your partners. 
• Make quest ions using the words you found.  
• Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

• Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
• Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

• nam ed 
• chaos 
• feat  
• honor 
• worse 
• runners 

• hugely 
• wealth 
• sense 
• everyone 
• happier 
• double 
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STUDENT PERSON OF THE YEAR SURVEY 

Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  t he person of 2007 in t he t able. Do t his in pairs. 
Each st udent  m ust  wr ite t he quest ions on his /  her own paper. 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 

  

   

Q.2. 

  

   

Q.3. 

  

   

Q.4. 

  

   

Q.5. 

  

   

• Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you 
found out . Change part ners oft en. 

• Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 



Put in is ÔTim eÕ m agazineÕs person of 2007  20th  Decem ber 2007 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

More free lessons at  www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com                9 

DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 

b)  Do you like the idea of a person of the year award? 

c)  Do you think the Tim e award is too biased towards Am ericans? 

d)  What  do you think of Vladim ir Put in as the winner? 

e)  What  do you think of an award that  either a hero or v illain can 
get? 

f)  Do you think Vladim ir Put in is a hero or v illain? 

g)  How do you think Vladim ir Put in has shaped the world? 

h)  What  do you think of the past  winners of the award? 

i)  Do you think one of the runners up were m ore deserving than 
Vladim ir Put in? 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 

b)  Why do you think Vladim ir Put in is so popular in his count ry? 

c)  What  is wrong with a leader having control of the count ryÕs 
m edia? 

d)  Do you think there are or have been perfect  leaders in any 
count ry? 

e)  Do you really think Vladim ir Put in really doesnÕt  care about  civ il 
libert ies or free speech? 

f)  Do you think General David Pet raeus would have been a worthier 
winner? 

g)  Do you agree with the Krem lin that  the award will help people 
understand that  Russia is a dem ocrat ic count ry? 

h)  What  quest ions would you like to ask Vladim ir Put in? 

i)  Did you like this discussion? 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

The Am er ican weekly news m agazine Tim e has (1)  ____ RussiaÕs president  
Vladim ir Put in as it s 2007 "Person of the Year ."  Put in won t he award for  
br inging st abilit y  t o Russia at  a t im e when it  was experiencing (2)  ____. 
Tim eÕs m anaging edit or Richard Stengel said t he m agazine chose Put in  
because of his "ext raordinary (3)  ____ of  leadershipÓ in restor ing Russia as a 
world power . However ,  he point ed (4)  ____ t hat  t he award is not  an Òhonor  
or  endorsem ent " , but  is given as "a clear-eyed recognit ion of t he world      
(5)  ____ it  is and of t he m ost  powerful indiv iduals and forces shaping t hat  
world -  for bet ter or  for worse" . Past  w inners of t he award include Adolf  Hit ler  
and Joseph St alin. This yearÕs runners (6)  ____ were Nobel Peace Pr ize 
winner Al Gore, Harry  Pot t er  aut hor J.K. Rowling and Chinese President  Hu 
Jint ao. 

President  Put in is (7)  ____ popular in Russia and recent ly won a landslide 
elect ion v ict ory . He has reform ed t he econom y and creat ed (8)  ____ wealt h.  
His crit ics,  however,  accuse him  of  being undem ocrat ic and hav ing t oo m uch 
cont rol over t he m edia. Mr Stengel noted t hat  Put in was not  a perfect  leader ,  
saying:  "He's t he new czar  of Russia and he's dangerous in t he (9)  ____ t hat  
he doesn't  care about  civ il (10)  ____, he doesn't  care about  free speech."  
Not  everyone agreed w it h t he award. The Am er ican news net work  Fox  
believes t he leader of US t roops in I raq General Dav id Pet raeus was m ore 
(11)  ____. Meanwhile, in Moscow, t he Krem lin was happier. I t  said:  ÒWe do 
hope t his w ill creat e a bet ter underst anding t hat  Russia is a dem ocrat ic 
count ry  and is st anding for fair play and avoiding (12)  ____ standards.Ó 

1. (a)  nam ed (b)  dubbed (c)  called (d)  addressed 

2. (a)  chaot ic (b)  chaos ( c)  chaos t heory (d)  chaot ically 

3. (a)  foot ing (b)  feet  ( c)  foot  (d)  feat  

4. (a)  on (b)  in ( c)  out  (d)  off 

5. (a)  is (b)  as ( c)  was (d)  at  

6. (a)  up (b)  in ( c)  over (d)  down 

7. (a)  hugging (b)  hugs ( c)  hugest  (d)  hugely 

8. (a)  great ly (b)  greatness ( c)  great  (d)  greatest  

9. (a)  senses (b)  sensor ( c)  sensat ion  (d)  sense 

10. (a)  liber t ies (b)  librar ies ( c)  liberat ion (d)  liberals 

11. (a)  deservingly (b)  deservedly ( c)  deserving (d)  deserves 

12. (a)  t r iple (b)  double ( c)  single (d)  quadruple 
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W RI TI NG:   
Write about  Vladim ir Put in for 10 m inutes. Correct  your par t nerÕs paper . 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about  
the Tim e Person of the Year award. Talk about  what you discover with 
your partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3 . AW ARDS:  Make a poster about the prizes you think are m ost 
im portant  in the world. Show your poster to your classm ates in the 
next  lesson. Did you all include sim ilar things? 

4 . RI VAL RY:  Write a m agazine art icle about  you winning the Tim e 
Person of the Year award. I nclude im aginary interviews with yourself 
and your best  fr iend.  

Read what you wrote to your classmates in the next  lesson. Write 
down new words and expressions. 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to Vladim ir Put in. Give him  three 
suggest ions on what  he should do to be a bet ter leader. Give him  
three reasons why he should take your advice. Read your let ter to 
your partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your 
quest ions. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. T b. F c. F d. T e. T f. F g. T h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

1. stabilit y a. order 

2 chaos b. disorder  

3. feat  c. achievem ent   

4. endorseme nt  d. approval 

5. shaping e. mo lding  

6. landslide f. overwhelmi ng  

7. accuse g.  blame   

8. not ed h. observed  

9. deserving i. wort hy  

10. avoiding j . steer ing clear of   

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. br inging stabilit y t o Russia at  a t ime  when  a. it  was exper iencing chaos 

2 his ext raordinary  feat   b. of leadership 

3. the award is not  an honor  c. or  endorsem ent  

4. recognit ion of the wor ld as  d. it  is  

5. This yearÕs runners  e. up  

6. recent ly won a landslide  f. elect ion v ict ory  

7. Stengel noted that  Put in was not  a  g.  perfect  leader  

8. He's t he new czar of Russia and  h. he's dangerous  

9. General David Pet raeus was  i. mo re deserv ing  

10. standing for  fair  play and avoiding  j . double standards  

GAP FI LL:  

Pu t i n  i s  ÔTi m eÕ m ag azin eÕs p er son  o f  2 0 0 7  
The American we ekly news magazine Time has n am ed  RussiaÕs president Vladim ir Puti n as its  200 7 
"Person of th e Year ."  Puti n won th e awa rd for bringing st ab i l i t y  t o Russia at a ti me wh en it wa s 
experiencing chaos. TimeÕs managing edito r Richard Ste ngel said th e magazine chose Puti n because of his 
"extr aordinary f eat  of leadershipÓ in resto ring Russia as a world p o w er . Howe ver, he pointe d out th at th e 
awa rd is not an Òh o n o r  or endorsement" , but is given as "a clear-eyed recogniti on of th e wo rld as it is and 
of th e most powe rful indiv iduals and f o r ces shaping th at world -  for bette r or for wo rse". Past wi nners of 
th e awa rd in c lu d e Adolf Hitl er and Joseph Sta lin.  This yearÕs r u n n er s up we re Nobel Peace Prize wi nner  
Al Gore, Harry Potte r auth or J.K. Rowl ing and Chinese President Hu Jinta o. 

President Puti n is h u g ely  popular in Russia and recentl y  wo n a landslide electi on v icto ry. He has 
r e f o r m ed  th e economy and create d great we alth . His cr iti cs, howe ver, accu se him  of being undemocrati c 
and having to o much contr ol over th e media. Mr Ste ngel note d th at Puti n wa s not a perfect leader, saying:  
"He's th e new czar of Russia and he's dangerous in th e sen se th at he doesn't care about civ il liberti es, he 
doesn't care about free speech."  Not everyone ag r ee d  wi t h th e awa rd. The American news netwo rk Fox  
believes th e leader of US tr oops in I raq General David Petr aeus wa s more d ese r v in g . Meanwhile, in  
Moscow, th e Krem lin wa s happier. I t said:  ÒWe do hope th is wi ll create  a bette r understa nding th at Russia 
is a democrati c countr y and is sta nding for f a i r  play and avoiding double st an d ar d s.Ó 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - a 2 - b 3 - d 4 - c 5 - b 6 - a 7 - d 8 - c 9 - d 10 - a 11 - c 12 - b 
 


