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THE ARTI CLE 

The Brit ish governm ent has unveiled plans to m ake the count ry the 

worldÕs leader in the use of wind farm s. I t  announced an am bit ious 

project  to power the ent ire count ryÕs hom es using wind. Polit icians 

hope that  wind farm s will provide 20 percent  of BritainÕs total power 

needs by 2020. To do this, power com panies will need to build 7,000 

wind turbines all around the Brit ish coast line. This will great ly 

change coastal views, which m any nature lovers are unhappy about . 

There are also fears that  the wind farm s m ay disrupt  shipping, 

wildlife and the fishing indust ry. Meanwhile, consumer groups are 

concerned over the fact  that  the public will have to pay higher 

elect r icity bills for the wind power. The governm ent hopes the 

environmental benefit s of it s idea will win over those worried about  

the project . 

BritainÕs Business Secretary John Hutton out lined his vision of great ly 

increasing the am ount of renewable energy. He said:  "The UK has 

som e of the best  offshore wind resources in the world. [ I t  also has]  a 

long history of design, installat ion and operat ional expert ise in the 

offshore environment .Ó He added:  "The challenge for governm ent 

and for indust ry is to turn this potent ial Ð for our energy and 

econom y Ð into a cost-effect ive reality."  Britain m ay soon produce 

twice as much elect r icit y from  wind than any other count ry in the 

world. I t  could also be a m odel for how other count ries can reduce 

the am ount  of fossil fuels and carbon they use. A spokesperson from  

the Brit ish Wind Energy Associat ion said the UK would soon 

dom inate the global m arket  for offshore wind technologies. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . W I ND:  Walk around the class and talk  t o other  student s about  wind.  Change 
part ners oft en. After you fin ish, sit  w ith your or iginal partner( s)  and share what  you 
found out . 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

plans / world leaders / farms / power needs / coastal views / electricity bills / 
vision / renewable energy / design / expertise / challenges / fossil fuels 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3 . TW O- MI N UTE W I ND DEBAT ES:  Have t he follow ing fun 2- m inute 
debates. Students A st rongly believe in the f irst  argum ent , st udent s B the second.  
Change pairs oft en. 

a. We should stop using all fossil fuels with in 5 years. Vs. DonÕt be r idiculous. 
b. Wind will one day power the whole world.  Vs.  Only  in windy places. 
c.  Wind power is bet ter  t han solar power. Vs. Solar  power is best . 
d. Wind farm s are too ugly.  Vs.  Wind farm s help save the planet . 
e.  Nuclear  energy is bet t er  than w ind energy.  Vs.  Too dangerous. 
f.  The world will run out  of w ind one day. Vs. No way! ! !  How could it ? 

4 . RENEW ABLE ENERGY:  With your part ner( s) , rank which of t hese 
power sources are best .  Discuss when they are likely to play a large par t  in providing 
power for  your  count ryÕs needs:  

        ___   wind farm s 
        ___   solar energy 
        ___   wave power 
        ___   hydroelect ricity 
        ___   geotherm al power 
        ___   nuclear  power 
        ___   biofuels 

5 . AMB I TI OUS:  Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of the different  words 
you associate w it h the word Ôam bit iousÕ.  Share your words with your partner( s)  and 
talk about  t hem . Together,  put  t he words into different  categor ies. 

6 . QUI CK ROLE PLAY :  Student  A believes scient ists will find renewable 
energies to sat isfy  the worldÕs dem and for power;  Student  B believes that  when fossil 
fuels run out , t he wor ld w ill have not  have enough power.  Change par tners oft en.  
Change part ners again and talk about  your  roles and conversat ions. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. The UK plans t o power  all it s hom es using w ind power by 2020. T /  F 

b. I t  w ill build 70,000 special w ind t urbines t o power all hom es. T /  F 

c. The w ind farm s will be built  on m ountain t ops and beaches. T /  F 

d. Wind power will m ean people hav ing t o pay  higher power charges. T /  F 

e. The UK is a great  place for renewable energy from  wind. T /  F 

f.  The UK has only recent ly st arted wind farm s in t he sea. T /  F 

g. The UK will soon produce m ost  of t he worldÕs w ind energy. T /  F 

h. The UK m ay becom e t he leading global player in w ind t echnology . T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. unveiled a. anxious 

2 ent ire b. exam ple 

3. disrupt  c. whole 

4. concerned d. know- how 

5. win over e. actuality 

6. expert ise f. prom ise 

7. potent ial g. int errupt  

8. realit y h. convince 

9. m odel i. cont rol 

10. dom inate j. revealed 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

1. The Brit ish governm ent  has unveiled  a. wind t echnologies 

2 an am bit ious proj ect  to power the b. views 

3. great ly  change coastal  c. environm ent  

4. the w ind farm s m ay disrupt   d. ent ire count ryÕs hom es 

5. it s idea w ill w in over  t hose e. his vision 

6. Secretary  John Hut ton out lined  f. shipping 

7. operat ional expert ise in t he offshore  g. fuels and carbon 

8. produce twice as m uch  h. plans 

9. reduce t he am ount  of fossil  i. worried about  the proj ect  

10. dom inate the global m arket  for  offshore  j. elect ricit y from  w ind 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

The Brit ish governm ent  has unveiled ________ t o m ake t he 

count ry the worldÕs leader in the use of wind farm s.  I t  announced 

an am bit ious proj ect  to power t he ________ count ryÕs hom es 

using wind.  Polit icians hope that  wind farm s will provide 20 

percent  of BritainÕs t otal power ________ by 2020. To do th is,  

power com panies w ill need to build 7,000 wind t urbines all around 

the Br it ish ________.  This will great ly change coastal v iews,  

which m any nature ________ are unhappy about .  There are also 

fears that  the w ind farm s m ay disrupt  shipping, w ild life and the 

fishing ________. Meanwhile, consum er groups are concerned 

over  the fact  that  the ________ will have t o pay higher elect ricity  

bills for the w ind power.  The governm ent  hopes t he 

environm ental benefit s of it s idea will ________ over  t hose 

worried about  the proj ect . 

  

  

industry 

needs 

public 

coastline 

plans 

win 

lovers 

entire 

 

BritainÕs Business Secretary  John Hut t on ________ his vision of 

great ly  increasing t he am ount  of renewable energy.  He said:  "The 

UK has som e of the best  offshore wind ________ in the world.  [ I t  

also has]  a long ________ of design, installat ion and operat ional 

expert ise in the offshore environm ent .Ó He added:  "The challenge 

for governm ent  and for  indust ry  is t o ________ this potent ial Ð 

for our  energy and econom y Ð into a cost - effect ive realit y."  Br itain 

m ay soon produce ________ as m uch elect ricity  from  wind than 

any other  count ry  in the world.  I t  could also be a ________ for  

how other  count ries can reduce t he am ount  of fossil fuels and 

________ t hey use.  A spokesperson from  the Brit ish Wind Energy 

Associat ion said the UK would soon dom inate the ________ 

m arket  for offshore w ind t echnologies. 

  

history 

resources 

global 

carbon 

outlined 

model 

turn 

twice 
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LI STENI NG:   List en  an d  f i l l  in  t h e sp aces. 

The Brit ish governm ent  has _____________________ t he count ry t he 

worldÕs leader in t he use of w ind farm s. I t  announced an am bit ious project  t o 

power _____________________ using wind. Polit icians hope t hat  w ind 

farm s w ill prov ide 20 percent  of Brit ainÕs t otal power needs by 2020. To do 

this,  power  com panies _____________________ 7,000 wind t urbines all 

around t he Brit ish coast line.  This will great ly  change coastal v iews, which 

m any _____________________ about . There are also fears t hat  t he wind 

farm s m ay disrupt  shipping, w ildlife and the f ishing indust ry . Meanwhile,  

consum er groups are concerned _____________________ t he public w ill 

have to pay  higher elect r icit y  bills for t he wind power.  The governm ent  hopes 

the env ironm ental benef it s of it s idea _____________________ worr ied 

about  t he project . 

Br itainÕs Business Secretary John Hut t on _____________________ of  

great ly increasing t he am ount  of renewable energy . He said:  "The UK 

_____________________ offshore wind resources in t he world. [ I t  also has]  

a long hist ory  of design, installat ion and _____________________ t he 

offshore env ironm ent .Ó He added:  "The challenge for governm ent  and for  

indust ry is to t urn this potent ial Ð for our energy and econom y Ð 

_____________________."  Brit ain m ay soon produce t wice as m uch 

elect r icit y f rom  w ind t han any  ot her  count ry in t he wor ld. I t  could also be a 

_____________________ count r ies can reduce t he am ount  of fossil fuels 

and carbon t hey use. A spokesperson from  t he Br it ish Wind Energy  

Associat ion said t he UK _____________________ global m arket  for offshore 

wind technologies. 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôw in d Õ and Ôf ar m Õ. 

w in d  f ar m  

  

  

  

  

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ unveiled 
¥ ent ire 
¥ v iews 
¥ disrupt  
¥ higher  
¥ win over  

¥ out lined 
¥ best  
¥ expert ise 
¥ twice 
¥ m odel 
¥ dom inate 
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STUDENT RENEW ABLE ENERGY SURVEY 

Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  renewable energy in t he t able. Do t his in pairs. 
Each st udent  m ust  wr ite t he quest ions on his /  her own paper. 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 

  

   

Q.2. 

  

   

Q.3. 

  

   

Q.4. 

  

   

Q.5. 

  

   

¥ Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you 
found out . Change part ners oft en. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 

b)  Do you think wind farm s will becom e a big thing in the future? 

c)  Could wind power provide elect r icity to all of the hom es in your 
count ry? 

d)  What  renewable energy sources could and should your count ry be 
using? 

e)  Do you think it 's OK to ruin the beauty of the count ryside to stop 
global warm ing? 

f)  What  would you think if your town becam e full of wind turbines? 

g)  Would you pay for much m ore expensive elect r icity to help the 
environment? 

h)  Are people in your count ry enthusiast ic about  renewable energy? 

i)  Does your governm ent  have any am bit ious renewable energy 
projects? 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 

b)  What  is your vision for the energy needs of the world? 

c)  Which renewable resource does your count ry have m ost of? 

d)  Do you think governm ents are m oving too slowly or too fast  to 
develop renewable energy? 

e)  Why is Britain and not  your count ry the leader in wind 
technologies? 

f)  How long do you think count ries should cont inue using fossil 
fuels? 

g)  Do you think thereÕll be zero carbon em issions one day? 

h)  Will every house have it s own wind turbine one day? 

i)  Did you like this discussion? 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

The Br it ish governm ent  has unveiled plans to m ake t he count ry  t he worldÕs 
leader in t he (1)  ____ of wind farm s. I t  announced an am bit ious project  t o 
power t he ent ire (2)  ____  hom es using wind. Polit icians hope t hat  wind 
farm s will prov ide 20 percent  of Br itainÕs t otal power (3)  ____ by 2020. To 
do t his,  power  com panies will need t o build 7 ,000 w ind t urbines all around 
the Br it ish coast line. This will great ly change coastal (4)  ____, which m any  
nat ure lovers are unhappy about . There are also fears t hat  the wind farm s 
m ay disrupt  shipping, wildlife and t he f ishing indust ry . Meanwhile,  consum er 
groups are concerned (5)  ____ t he fact  that  t he public w ill have to pay  
higher elect r icit y  bills for t he w ind power . The governm ent  hopes t he 
env ironm ent al benef it s of it s idea w ill w in (6)  ____ t hose worr ied about  t he 
project . 

Br itainÕs Business Secret ary  John Hut ton out lined his (7)  ____ of great ly  
increasing t he am ount  of renewable energy. He said:  "The UK has som e of 
the best  offshore wind resources in t he world.  [ I t  also has]  a long history  of  
design, inst allat ion and operat ional (8)  ____ in t he offshore env ironm ent .Ó 
He added:  "The challenge for  governm ent  and for indust ry is to t urn t his 
pot ent ial Ð for our energy and econom y Ð (9)  ____ a cost -effect ive realit y ."  
Br itain m ay soon produce t wice as (10)  ____ elect r icit y  from  wind t han any  
ot her count ry in t he world. I t  could also be a m odel for how ot her count r ies 
can reduce t he am ount  of (11)  ____ fuels and carbon t hey use. A 
spokesperson from  t he Br it ish Wind Energy Associat ion said t he UK would 
(12)  ____ dom inate t he global m arket  for offshore w ind technologies. 

1.  (a)  user  (b)  usage (c)  use (d)  using 

2.  (a)  count ries (b)  count ry  ( c)  count riesÕ (d)  count ryÕs 
3.  (a)  necessary  (b)  needs ( c)  needy  (d)  needing  
4.  (a)  views (b)  viewers ( c)  view  (d)  viewing  
5.  (a)  in  (b)  around  ( c)  over  (d)  under  
6.  (a)  over  (b)  under  ( c)  up  (d)  down  
7.  (a)  visib le (b)  visionary  ( c)  visib ilit y  (d)  vision  
8.  (a)  expert  (b)  expert ise ( c)  expert ly  (d)  expert s 
9.  (a)  into (b)  onto ( c)  unto  (d)  up t o 
10.  (a)  m ost  (b)  m ore ( c)  m any  (d)  m uch  
11.  (a)  fossilized  (b)  fossilize ( c)  fossil (d)  fossils 
12.  (a)  sooner  (b)  soon  ( c)  soonest  (d)  soonish  



UK plans huge wind farm  program m e  11th December 2007 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

More free lessons at  www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com                11 

W RI TI NG:   
Write about  wind farms for 10 m inutes.  Correct  your part nerÕs paper. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about  
wind farm s. Which are the best  value? Talk about what  you discover 
with your partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3 . RENEW AB LE ENERGI ES:  Make a poster about different  kinds 
of renewable energies. Show your poster to your classm ates in the 
next  lesson. Did you all include sim ilar things? 

4 . MAG AZ I NE ARTI CLE:  Write a m agazine art icle about how 
m uch longer we should use fossil fuels. I nclude im aginary interviews 
with an oil com pany execut ive and an environm entalist .  

Read what you wrote to your classmates in the next  lesson. Write 
down new words and expressions. 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to your governm ent  leaders. Give them 
three suggest ions on what  renewable energy sources they should be 
t ry ing. Give them three reasons they should take your advice. Read 
your let ter to your partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will 
answer your quest ions. 



UK plans huge wind farm  program m e  11th December 2007 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

More free lessons at  www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com                13 

ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. T b. F c. F d. T e. T f. F g. F h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

1. unveiled a. revealed 

2 ent ire b. whole  

3. disrupt  c. interrupt   

4. concerned d. anx ious  

5. win over e. convince 

6. expert ise f. know- how  

7. potent ial g. promi se  

8. realit y h. act ualit y  

9. mo del i. examp le  

10. domi nate j. cont rol  

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. The Br it ish governme nt  has unveiled  a. plans 

2 an am bit ious proj ect  t o power t he b. ent ire count ryÕs home s 

3. great ly  change coast al  c. views  

4. the wind farm s ma y disrupt   d. shipping  

5. it s idea will win over  those e. worr ied about  the project   

6. Secretary  John Hut ton out lined  f. his vision  

7. operat ional expert ise in t he offshore  g. env ironm ent   

8. produce t wice as mu ch  h. elect r icit y  from wind  

9. reduce t he am ount  of fossil  i. fuels and carbon  

10. domi nate t he global ma rket  for  offshore  j. wind technologies  

GAP FI LL:  

UK p lan s h u g e w i n d  f a r m  p r o g r am m e 
The Briti sh government has unveiled p lan s to  make th e countr y th e wo rldÕs leader in th e use of wi nd 
farms. I t announced an ambiti ous project t o powe r th e e n t i r e  countr yÕs homes using wi nd. Politi cians 
hope th at wi nd farms wi ll prov ide 20 percent of Brita inÕs tota l powe r n eed s by 2020. To do th is, powe r 
companies wi l l need to  build 7,000 wi nd tu rbines all around th e Briti sh co ast l in e. This wi ll greatl y  change 
coasta l v iews, wh ich many natu re lo ver s are unhappy about. There are also fears th at th e wi nd farms 
may disrupt shipping, w ildlife and th e f ishing in d u st r y .  Meanwh ile, consumer  groups are concerned over  
th e fact th at th e p u b l i c wi ll have to  pay higher electr icity  bills for th e wi nd powe r. The government hopes 
th e environmenta l benefits  of its  idea wi ll w in  over th ose wo rried about th e project.  

Brita inÕs Business Secreta ry John Hutto n o u t l in ed  his v ision of greatl y  increasing th e amount of  
renewa ble energy. He said:  "The UK has some of th e best offshore wi nd r eso u r ces in th e wo rld. [ I t also 
has]  a long h is t o r y  of design, insta llati on and operati onal experti se in th e offshore environment.Ó He 
added:  "The challenge for government and for industr y is to  t u r n  th is pote nti al Ð for our energy and 
economy Ð into  a cost -effecti ve reality ."  Brita in may soon produce t w ice as much elect r icity  from wi nd 
th an any oth er countr y in th e wo r ld. I t could also be a m o d el  for how oth er countr ies can reduce th e 
amount of fossil fuels and ca r b o n  th ey use.  A spokesperson from th e Brit ish Wind Energy Associat ion said  
th e UK wo uld soon dom inate  th e g lo b a l  market for offshore wi nd te chnologies. 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - c 2 - d 3 - b 4 - a 5 - c 6 - a 7 - d 8 - b 9 - a 10 - d 11 - c 12 - b 
 


