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THE ARTICLE 

Divorce is bad for the environm ent . This is the conclusion of a 

research study carried out  by ecologists at  Michigan State Universit y 

in the USA and published in the journal 'Proceedings of the Nat ional 

Academ y of Sciences'. Researchers found that  divorce has different  

k inds of negat ive im pacts on the planet , including a higher dem and 

for resources and a lower rate of eff iciency in the use of household 

resources. The research team analyzed data on m arried couples and 

their use of resources in 12 count ries, including the USA, Brazil, 

Costa Rica, Ecuador, Greece, Mexico and South Africa. Lead 

researchers Eunice Yu and Jianguo Liu discovered that  divorce led to 

sm aller average household sizes, which resulted in a larger num ber 

of total households and thus a greater dem and for energy, water, 

and land.  

I n m any count ries around the world divorce rates have been rising. 

"A m arried household actually uses resources m ore efficient ly,"  said 

Mr Liu. He added that  people seem ed surprised by his f indings at  

f irst , and then after thinking about it , decided it  was sim ple. He said:  

"People have been talk ing about how to protect  the environm ent and 

com bat  clim ate change, but  divorce is an overlooked factor that  

needs to be considered.Ó His report  states that  in Am erica in 2005, 

divorcees could have saved m ore than 73 billion k ilowatt -hours of 

elect r icity and 627 billion gallons of water if they had stayed 

m arried. I n percentage term s, divorcees used 42-61 percent  m ore 

resources per person com pared with a m arried person. To help save 

natural resources, Yu and Liu recom m ended that  governm ents 

consider the environm ental im pact of divorce and separat ion. 
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WARM-UPS 

1. DIVORCE AND THE ENVIRONMENT: Walk around the class 
and talk to other  student s about  possible links between divorce and the env ironm ent .  
Change part ners often. Aft er  you f inish, sit  wit h your or iginal part ner( s)  and share 
what  you found out . 

2. CHAT: I n pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

divorce /  env ironm ent  /  ecologist s /  resources /  efficiency /  household sizes /  
divorce rates /  being surprised /  clim ate change /  elect ricity  /  water 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3. TWO-MINUTE DIVORCE DEBATES: Have t he follow ing fun 2-
m inute debates.  Students A st rongly  believe in t he first  argum ent ,  student s B the 
second.  Change pairs oft en. 

a.  Divorce is bad for  the env ironm ent .  Vs.  What  a r idiculous idea. 
b.  Children should be able t o d ivorce their  parent s.  Vs.  A crazy idea. 
c.  Divorce is healt hy.  Vs.  Divorce is unhealthy. 
d.  Parents can never divorce.  Vs.  Divorce is often good for  the k ids. 
e.  Divorce should be illegal.  Vs.  DonÕt  be silly.  This is t he 21st Century. 
f.  People should sign divorce set t lem ents before m arriage.  Vs.  How stupid. 

4. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT: With your par tner(s) ,  discuss the 
possible im pact  on EarthÕs environm ent  of these sit uat ions:  

        ___   an increase in d ivorce 
        ___   m ore and m ore people being able to speak English 
        ___   a huge increase in the popular it y of t he colour p ink 
        ___   Mickey Mouse being totally  unpopular 
        ___   a doubling of the ant  populat ion 
        ___   people becom ing ten t im es happier 
        ___   people watching,  reading and listening t o the news m ore often 
        ___   1960s fashion m aking a com eback 

5. DIVORCE: Spend one m inute writ ing down all of the different  words you  
associate w it h t he word ÔdivorceÕ. Share your words w ith your partner(s)  and talk  
about  them . Together,  put  t he words into different  categor ies. 

6. QUICK ROLE PLAY: Student  A believes divorce has no im pact  on t he 
environm ent ;  Student  B believes divorce has a huge im pact  on the environm ent .  
Role play their  conversat ion.  Change par tners oft en.  Change partners again and talk  
about  your roles and conversat ions. 
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BEFORE READING / LISTENING 

1. TRUE / FALSE: Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Divorced people create a bad environm ent  in schools and off ices. T /  F 

b. Researchers say divorce increases t he dem and for our resources. T /  F 

c. The research was carr ied out  on couples in 112 count r ies. T /  F 

d. The research team  discovered divorce reduced dem and for wat er . T /  F 

e. Divorce rates are going down in m any count r ies around t he wor ld. T /  F 

f.  Divorce is rarely looked at  as a factor of environm ent al change. T /  F 

g. Divorcees use 14 percent  m ore resources t han m arried people. T /  F 

h. The researchers urged governm ent s t o t hink about  divorce m ore. T /  F 

2. SYNONYM MATCH: Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. conclusion a. exam ined 

2 im pact s b. look at  

3. analyzed c. effect s 

4. resulted in d. call 

5. dem and e. proport ions 

6. rates f.  fight  

7. sim ple g. findings 

8. com bat  h. m issed 

9. overlooked i.  led t o 

10. consider j .  st raight forward 

3. PHRASE MATCH: Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

1. the conclusion of a research study carr ied  a. on the planet  

2 different  k inds of negat ive im pact s  b. at  first  

3. a lower rate of eff iciency in the use  c. been r ising 

4. sm aller average  d. out  by ecologist s 

5. a greater  dem and for   e. per person 

6. divorce rates have  f.  energy 

7. people seem ed surprised by his f indings  g. of household resources 

8. divorce is an overlooked factor that   h. household sizes 

9. divorcees used 42- 61%  m ore resources  i.  the env ironm ental im pact  

10. recom m ended that  governm ents consider   j .  needs to be considered 
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WHILE READING / LISTENING 

GAP FILL: Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Divorce is bad for  t he environm ent .  This is t he ________ of a 

research study carried ________ by ecologist s at  Michigan State 

Universit y in t he USA and published in the j ournal 'Proceedings of 

the Nat ional Academ y of Sciences'.  Researchers found that  

divorce has different  k inds of ________ im pact s on the planet ,  

including a higher dem and for  resources and a lower ________ of 

eff iciency in t he use of household resources.  The research t eam  

analyzed ________ on m arr ied couples and t heir  use of resources 

in 12 count r ies,  ________ the USA,  Brazil,  Costa Rica,  Ecuador,  

Greece,  Mexico and South Afr ica.  Lead researchers Eunice Yu and 

Jianguo Liu discovered that  divorce ________ t o sm aller  average 

household sizes, which resulted in a larger  num ber of total 

households and ________ a greater dem and for  energy,  water,  

and land. 

  

  

negat ive 

rate 

out  

thus 

including 

conclusion 

led 

data 

 

I n m any count ries around the wor ld d ivorce rates have been 

________.  "A m arried household ________ uses resources m ore 

eff icient ly ,"  said Mr Liu.  He added that  people seem ed surpr ised 

by his f indings at  ________,  and then aft er think ing about  it ,  

decided it  was sim ple. He said:  "People have been talking about  

how to ________ t he environm ent  and com bat  clim ate change,  

but  divorce is an ________ factor that  needs to be considered.Ó 

His report  states that  in Am er ica in 2005, divorcees could have 

________ m ore than 73 billion kilowat t -hours of elect r icit y  and 

627 billion gallons of water if  t hey had stayed m arr ied. I n 

percentage t erm s,  d ivorcees used 42-61 percent  m ore resources 

________ person com pared with a m arr ied person. To help save 

natural resources,  Yu and Liu recom m ended that  governm ents 

consider  the environm ental ________ of divorce and separat ion. 

  

saved  

actually 

im pact  

protect  

per 

over looked 

rising 

first  
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LISTENING:  Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Divorce is bad for t he environm ent . This is __________________ research 

st udy __________________ ecologist s at  Michigan Stat e Universit y in t he 

USA and published in the j ournal 'Proceedings of the Nat ional Academ y of  

Sciences' . Researchers found t hat  divorce has __________________ 

negat ive im pact s on t he planet , including a higher dem and for resources and 

a lower rate of  eff iciency __________________ household resources. The 

research team  analyzed dat a on m arr ied couples and t heir use of resources 

in 12 count r ies,  including t he USA, Brazil, Costa Rica, Ecuador , Greece, 

Mex ico and Sout h Afr ica. Lead researchers Eunice Yu and Jianguo Liu 

discovered __________________ sm aller  average household sizes, which 

result ed in a larger num ber of  total households ________________ dem and 

for  energy , wat er , and land.  

I n m any count r ies around t he world divorce __________________. "A 

m arr ied household act ually uses resources m ore eff icient ly ,"  said Mr Liu. He 

added t hat  people seem ed surpr ised __________________ f irst , and t hen 

after t hinking about  it ,  decided it  was sim ple.  He said:  "People have been 

talk ing __________________ t he env ironm ent  and com bat  clim ate change, 

but  divorce is an overlooked fact or that  needs to be considered.Ó His repor t  

states t hat  in Am erica in 2005, divorcees ______________________ t han 

73 billion k ilowat t -hours of elect r icit y and 627 billion gallons of  water if t hey  

had st ayed m arr ied.  I n percent age term s, divorcees used 42-61 percent  

m ore __________________ com pared wit h a m arr ied person. To help save 

nat ural resources, Yu and Liu recom m ended t hat  governm ents consider t he 

env ironm ent al ____________________ separat ion. 
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AFTER READING / LISTENING 

1. WORD SEARCH: Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
‘negative’ and ‘impact’. 

negative impact 

  

  

  

  

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2. ARTICLE QUESTIONS: Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3. GAP FILL: I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4. VOCABULARY: Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5. TEST EACH OTHER: Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ conclusion 
¥ negat ive 
¥ lower 
¥ data 
¥ led 
¥ greater 

¥ r ising 
¥ surprised 
¥ com bat  
¥ saved 
¥ per 
¥ separat ion 
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STUDENT DIVORCE SURVEY 
Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  divorce in the table. Do t his in pairs. Each st udent  
m ust  writ e t he quest ions on his /  her own paper . 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 

  

   

Q.2. 

  

   

Q.3. 

  

   

Q.4. 

  

   

Q.5. 

  

   

¥ Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you 
found out . Change part ners oft en. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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DISCUSSION 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 

b)  Do you think divorce is bad for the environm ent? 

c)  What  else is divorce bad for? 

d)  I s divorce a problem in your count ry? 

e)  Do you think religions should teach people about  the 
environmental im pact  of divorce before they get  m arried? 

f)  Do you think divorcees should pay a special C02 charge? 

g)  Do you think this study will be taken seriously? 

h)  What  other negat ive im pacts do you think divorce m ight  have on 
the environm ent? 

i)  Do you think m ore couples will think about  the environment 
before split t ing up and get t ing divorced? 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 

b)  Why would a m arried couple use resources m ore efficient ly than 
two divorced people living alone? 

c)  DonÕt  you think a lot  of the contents of this study is obvious? 

d)  Why do you think divorce has been overlooked as cont ributor to 
clim ate change for so long? 

e)  Are the num bers in the last  half of paragraph two in the art icle 
serious num bers? 

f)  Do you think the research findings will encourage environm entally 
conscious single people to cohabitate? 

g)  Do you think governm ents should now seriously consider the 
environmental im pact  of divorce and separat ion? 

h)  What  quest ions would you like to ask the researchers? 

i)  Did you like this discussion? 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT WORD: Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

Divorce is bad for  t he environm ent .  This is t he conclusion (1)  ____ a 
research st udy carr ied (2)  ____ by ecologists at  Michigan State Universit y in 
the USA and published in t he j ournal 'Proceedings of  t he Nat ional Academ y of  
Sciences' . Researchers found t hat  divorce has different  k inds of negat ive   
(3)  ____ on t he planet , including a higher dem and for resources and a lower  
rate of ef ficiency in t he use of  household resources. The research t eam  
analyzed (4)  ____ on m arried couples and t heir use of resources in 12 
count r ies, including t he USA, Brazil,  Cost a Rica, Ecuador , Greece, Mex ico and 
Sout h Afr ica. (5)  ____ researchers Eunice Yu and Jianguo Liu discovered t hat  
divorce led t o sm aller  average household sizes,  which resulted in a larger  
num ber of  total households and (6)  ____ a great er  dem and for energy , 
water , and land.  

I n m any count r ies around t he wor ld divorce (7)  ____ have been r ising. "A 
m arr ied household (8)  ____ uses resources m ore eff icient ly ,"  said Mr Liu. He 
added t hat  people seem ed surpr ised by his findings at  first , and t hen after  
thinking about  it , decided it  was sim ple. He said:  "People have been t alk ing 
about  how t o protect  t he env ironm ent  and (9)  ____ clim ate change, but  
divorce is an over looked fact or t hat  needs t o be considered.Ó His report  
states t hat  in Am er ica in 2005, divorcees could have saved m ore t han 73 
billion k ilowat t -hours of elect r icit y  and 627 billion gallons of  water if t hey    
(10)  ____ st ayed m arr ied. I n percent age term s, divorcees used 42-61  
percent  m ore resources (11)  ____ person com pared w it h a m arried person. 
To help save nat ural resources, Yu and Liu recom m ended t hat  governm ent s 
consider t he environm ent al im pact  of divorce and (12)  ____. 

1. (a)  with (b)  for ( c)  by (d)  of 

2. (a)  away (b)  in ( c)  out  (d)  across 

3. (a)  im pact s (b)  com pacts ( c)  pact s (d)  pact  

4. (a)  datum  (b)  data ( c)  database (d)  databank 

5. (a)  Lead (b)  Gold ( c)  Metal (d)  Steel 

6. (a)  though (b)  this ( c)  thus (d)  these 

7. (a)  rat io (b)  rates ( c)  rate (d)  pro rata 

8. (a)  acutely (b)  actuary ( c)  actual (d)  actually 

9. (a)  com batant  (b)  com bat ive ( c)  com bats  (d)  com bat  

10. (a)  had (b)  have ( c)  has (d)  have to 

11. (a)  pair (b)  poor ( c)  per (d)  pre 

12. (a)  separate (b)  separat ion ( c)  separates (d)  separated 



Divorce is bad for the environm ent  Ð  5th  Decem ber 2007 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

More free lessons at  www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com                11 

WRITING:   
Write about  divorce for 10 m inutes. Correct  your part nerÕs paper . 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEWORK 

1. VOCABULARY EXTENSION: Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2. INTERNET: Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about  
the report  on divorce and the environm ent . Talk about  what  you 
discover with your partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3. DIVORCE: Make a poster about  divorce rates around the world 
and how societ ies t reat  divorcees different ly. Show your poster to your 
classm ates in the next  lesson. Did you all include sim ilar things? 

4. MAGAZINE ARTICLE: Write a m agazine art icle about how we 
can use the EarthÕs resources m ore efficient ly. I nclude im aginary 
interviews with a r iver and the sky.  

Read what you wrote to your classmates in the next  lesson. Write 
down new words and expressions. 

5. LETTER: Write a let ter to your governm ent  leaders. Give them 
three suggest ions on what  they should do about  divorce and it s im pact 
on the environm ent . Give them three reasons they should act  
im m ediately. Read your let ter to your partner(s)  in your next  lesson. 
Your partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. 
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ANSWERS 
TRUE / FALSE: 

a. F b. T c. F d. F e. F f. T g. F h.  T 

SYNONYM MATCH: 

1. conclusion a. findings 

2 imp acts b. effects  

3. analyzed c. exami ned  

4. resulted in d. led t o 

5. dem and e. call  

6. rates f. proport ions  

7. sim ple g.  st raight forward  

8. comb at  h. fight   

9. over looked i. mi ssed  

10. consider j . look at   

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. the conclusion of a research study carr ied  a. out  by ecologists 

2 different  kinds of negat ive im pacts  b. on the planet   

3. a lower rat e of ef ficiency  in the use  c. of household resources  

4. sm aller  average  d. household sizes  

5. a greater dem and for  e. energy  

6. divorce rates have  f. been r ising  

7. people seem ed surpr ised by his findings  g.  at  first  

8. divorce is an over looked fact or t hat   h. needs t o be considered  

9. divorcees used 42-61%  m ore resources  i. per person  

10. recom me nded that  governme nts consider  j . t he env ironme ntal imp act   

GAP FILL: 

Divorce is bad for the environment 
Divorce is bad for th e environment. This is th e conclusion of a research stu dy carr ied out by ecologists  
at Michigan Sta te  University  in th e USA and published in th e journal 'Proceedings of th e Nati onal Academy 
of Sciences'. Researchers found th at divorce has different k inds of negative impacts  on th e planet,  
including a higher demand for resources and a lowe r rate of eff iciency in th e use of household resources.  
The research te am analyzed data on married couples and th eir use of resources in 12 countr ies,  
including th e USA, Brazil, Costa  Rica, Ecuador, Greece, Mexico and South  Afr ica. Lead researchers Eunice 
Yu and Jianguo Liu  discovered th at  divorce led t o smaller average household sizes, wh ich resulte d in  a 
larger number of to ta l households and thus a greate r demand for energy, wa te r, and land. 

I n many countr ies around th e wo rld divorce rate s have been rising. "A marr ied household actually uses 
resources more eff icientl y , "  said Mr Liu. He added th at people seemed surprised by his f indings at first,  
and th en afte r th ink ing about it, decided it wa s simple. He said:  "People have been ta lk ing about how to  
protect th e environment and combat climate  change, but divorce is an overlooked facto r th at needs to  
be considered.Ó His report sta te s th at in America in 2005 , divorcees could have saved more th an 73  
billion k ilowa tt -hours of electr icity  and 627 billion gallons of wa te r if  th ey had sta yed married. I n 
percenta ge te rms, divorcees used 42 -61 percent more resources per person compared wi th  a married 
person. To help save natu ral resources, Yu and Liu recommended th at governments  consider th e 
environmenta l impact of divorce and separati on. 

LANGUAGE WORK 

1 - d 2 - c 3 - a 4 - b 5 - a 6 - c 7 - b 8 - d 9 - d 10 - a 11 - c 12 - b 
 


