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THE ARTI CLE 

London m ay soon be changing the habits of shoppers in the cit y and 

helping the environment  by banning the use of the ubiquitous plast ic 

shopping bag. Est im ates are that  Londoners and tourists use 1.6 

billion plast ic bags each year, m any of which are thrown away after 

just  one use. Shoppers m ay soon have to buy reusable bags in an 

at tem pt to reduce the st rain on landfill sites, where the bags take 

400 years to break down. Local authorit ies have asked the Brit ish 

governm ent to ban retailers from giving away free plast ic bags. A 

spokesm an said stores should sell reusable bags and pass the m oney 

raised on to environm ental projects. ÒAs a society, we need to do far 

m ore to reduce the am ount of waste we are sending to landfill and 

London as a cit y is determ ined to take an am bit ious lead on this 

issue,Ó he said. 

Retailers are up in arm s at  the idea and have prom ised to fight  the 

governm ent to stop the ban from  going ahead. The Brit ish Retail 

Consort ium  said there was no need for the ban as it  would sim ply 

cause inconvenience to shoppers. A spokesm an told reporters:  ÒWe 

think itÕs excessive and m isguided [ because]  retailers are already 

com m it ted to reducing the environm ental im pact of bags by 25 per 

cent  by the end of next  year.Ó He was worried the ban would affect  

sales, saying:  ÒI f som ebody is going to go into a superm arket  or 

convenience store, it 's hard to see in pract ical term s, unless they 

have brought  a bag with them , how they will be able to buy m ore 

than a few item s.Ó A recent survey found 92 percent of Londoners 

supported a total ban on plast ic bags or a tax on them . 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . PLAS TI C BAG S:  Walk around the class and talk  to other st udent s about  
plast ic bags.  Change par tners often.  Aft er  you finish,  sit  w it h your or iginal partner( s)  
and share what  you found out . 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

habits / environment / shopping bags / landfill sites / environmental projects / 
being up in arms / bans / inconvenience / sales / convenience stores / surveys  

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3 . BAN NI NG THI NGS:   Are there everyday th ings in societ y  we should 
ban? Rank t hese things on a scale of 1 (=  doesnÕt  need banning)  to 10 (=  defin it ely  
needs banning) . Explain your choices to your part ner( s) . 

¥ plast ic bags 
¥ cars t hat  can exceed t he speed lim it  
¥ fast  food 
¥ guns 

¥ Disney goods 
¥ cigaret tes 
¥ alcohol 
¥ other ________________ 

4 . SH OPPI NG HABI TS:  With your part ner( s) ,  discuss which of t he things 
below you would m iss m ost  when shopping:   

¥ plast ic bags 
¥ t rolleys /  car ts 
¥ it em ized receipt s 
¥ two- for- the-price-of- one special offers 
¥ cash 
¥ sales assistant s 

5 . PLAS TI C:  Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of t he different  words you 
associate with t he word Ôplast icÕ.  Share your words wit h your part ner( s)  and talk  
about  them . Together,  put  t he words into different  categor ies. 

6 . QUI CK DEBAT E:  Students A think plast ic bags should be banned;  
Students B th ink the opposite.  Change par tners oft en. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. London has banned all st ores from  giv ing plast ic bags to shoppers. T /  F 

b. People use around 1.6 billion plast ic bags in London every year . T /  F 

c. I t  takes around 4,000 years for a plast ic bag t o decom pose. T /  F 

d. London has no am bit ions t o set  an exam ple wit h a plast ic bag ban. T /  F 

e. London st ores are t otally behind t he idea of  banning plast ic bags. T /  F 

f.  Ret ailers do not  yet  have a target  to reduce the num ber of bags. T /  F 

g. Stores are worr ied people would buy fewer product s wit h no bags. T /  F 

h. 19.2 percent  of Londoners agreed wit h t he plast ic bag ban. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. habit s a. effect  

2 ubiquitous b. furious 

3. est im ates c. ser ious 

4. st rain d. quest ionnaire 

5. determ ined e. guesses 

6. up in arm s f. annoyance 

7. inconvenience g. rout ines 

8. excessive h. pressure 

9. im pact  i. ever-present  

10. survey j. ext rem e 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

1. banning the use of the ubiquitous  a. total ban on plast ic bags 

2 m any of which are thrown  b. to break down 

3. bags take 400 years  c. lead on this issue 

4. pass t he m oney raised  d. arm s at  t he idea 

5. determ ined to take an am bit ious  e. away after  just  one use 

6. Retailers are up in  f. of bags by 25 per  cent  

7. it  would sim ply  cause inconvenience  g. pract ical term s 

8. reducing t he env ironm ental im pact   h. plast ic shopping bag 

9. it 's hard to see in  i. on to env ironm ental proj ect s 

10. Londoners supported a  j. to shoppers 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

London m ay soon be changing the __________ of shoppers in t he 

city  and helping t he environm ent  by banning t he __________ of 

the ubiquitous plast ic shopping bag.  Est im ates are that  Londoners 

and tour ist s use 1.6 billion plast ic bags each year,  m any of which 

are __________ away aft er  just  one use.  Shoppers m ay soon 

have to buy __________ bags in an at t em pt  to reduce the st rain 

on landfill sit es, where the bags take 400 years t o __________ 

down. Local authorit ies have asked t he Br it ish governm ent  to ban 

__________ from  giv ing away free plast ic bags. A spokesm an 

said stores should sell reusable bags and pass t he m oney raised 

on to env ironm ental project s.  ÒAs a __________,  we need to do 

far  m ore to reduce the am ount  of waste we are sending t o landfill 

and London as a city  is determ ined to take an am bit ious lead on 

this __________,Ó he said. 

  

  

break 

society 

use 

issue 

reusable 

habits 

retailers 

thrown 

 

Retailers are up in __________ at  the idea and have prom ised to 

fight  t he governm ent  to st op the ban from  going __________.  

The Br it ish Retail Consort ium  said there was no need for the ban 

as it  would sim ply  __________ inconvenience to shoppers.  A 

spokesm an told reporters:  ÒWe think itÕs __________ and 

m isguided [ because]  retailers are already com m it t ed to reducing 

the environm ental im pact  of bags by 25 per cent  by the 

__________ of next  year.Ó He was worr ied the ban would affect  

sales,  saying:  ÒI f som ebody is going to go int o a superm arket  or  

convenience store,  it 's hard to __________ in pract ical t erm s,  

unless they have brought  a bag w it h them , how they will be able 

to buy m ore than a few  __________.Ó A recent  survey found 92 

percent  of Londoners supported a __________ ban on plast ic 

bags or  a tax on them . 

  

see  

cause 

end 

total 

arms 

items 

ahead 

excessive 
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LI STENI NG:   List en  an d  f i l l  in  t h e sp aces. 

London m ay soon _____________________ shoppers in t he cit y and helping 

the env ironm ent  by  banning t he use of  t he ubiquit ous plast ic shopping bag.  

_____________________ Londoners and t our ist s use 1.6 billion plast ic bags 

each year , m any of which are t hrown _____________________. Shoppers 

m ay soon have to buy reusable bags in an at t em pt  to reduce t he st rain on 

landfill sites, where the bags take 400 _____________________. Local 

aut hor it ies have asked t he Br it ish governm ent  t o ban retailers from  giv ing 

away free plast ic bags. A spokesm an said _____________________ bags 

and pass the m oney raised on to env ironm ental projects. ÒAs a societ y, we 

need to do far m ore t o _____________________ wast e we are sending t o 

landfill and London as a cit y  is det erm ined to t ake an am bit ious lead on t his 

issue,Ó he said. 

Ret ailers _____________________ idea and have prom ised to fight  t he 

governm ent  to stop t he ban from  going ahead. The Br it ish Retail Consort ium  

said t here was _____________________ would sim ply  cause inconvenience 

to shoppers. A spokesm an t old report ers:  ÒWe t hink itÕs excessive and 

m isguided [ because]  _____________________ com m it ted t o reducing t he 

env ironm ent al im pact  of bags by 25 per cent  by  t he end of  next  year.Ó He 

_____________________ affect  sales, say ing:  ÒI f som ebody is going t o go 

into a superm arket  or convenience st ore, _____________________ pract ical 

term s, unless t hey have brought  a bag w it h t hem , how t hey will be able t o 

buy m ore t han a few item s.Ó _____________________ 92 percent  of  

Londoners supported a tot al ban on plast ic bags or a tax  on t hem . 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôp last icÕ and Ôb ag Õ. 

p last ic b ag  

  

  

  

  

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ changing 
¥ est im ates 
¥ st rain  
¥ pass 
¥ society  
¥ lead 

¥ arm s 
¥ cause 
¥ im pact  
¥ worried 
¥ pract ical 
¥ tax  
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STUDENT PL ASTI C BAGS SURVEY 

Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  plast ic bags in t he table. Do t his in pairs. Each 
st udent  m ust  writ e t he quest ions on his /  her own paper . 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 

  

   

Q.2. 

  

   

Q.3. 

  

   

Q.4. 

  

   

Q.5. 

  

   

¥ Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you 
found out . Change part ners oft en. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 

b)  What  are your feelings after reading the art icle? 

c)  What  do you think about  plast ic bags? 

d)  Are there too m any plast ic bags in your count ry? 

e)  Does your count ry have any cam paigns to recycle plast ic? 

f)  Do you think shops need to give plast ic (or any)  bags to 
custom ers? 

g)  Do you think our throwaway society has gone too far? 

h)  What  do you think of the idea of selling reusable bags and giv ing 
the m oney to environmental projects? 

i)  Could you easily live without  bags? 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 

b)  Do you think retailers are r ight  to be up in arm s over this issue? 

c)  When was the last  t im e you were up in arm s about  som ething? 

d)  Do you think no free plast ic bags would inconvenience shoppers? 

e)  What  other everyday things do you think should be banned to 
help protect  the environm ent? 

f)  Do you think people really would buy less if there were no free 
plast ic bags? 

g)  What  quest ions would you like to ask the head of the retail 
organizat ion? 

h)  What  do you think his answers would be? 

i)  Did you like this discussion? 



London set  to ban plast ic bags –  14th November 2007 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

More free lessons at  www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com                10 

LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

London m ay soon be changing t he (1)  ____ of shoppers in t he cit y and 
helping the environm ent  by banning t he (2)  ____ of t he ubiquit ous plast ic 
shopping bag. Est im ates are t hat  Londoners and t ourist s use 1.6 billion 
plast ic bags each year, m any of (3)  ____ are t hrown away aft er  j ust  one use. 
Shoppers m ay soon have t o buy reusable bags in an at tem pt  t o reduce t he 
st rain on landfill sites, where t he bags take 400 years to break (4)  ____. 
Local aut horit ies have asked t he Brit ish governm ent  t o ban ret ailers f rom  
giv ing away free plast ic bags. A spokesm an said st ores should sell reusable 
bags and pass t he m oney (5)  ____ on t o env ironm ental project s. ÒAs a 
societ y, we need t o do far m ore t o reduce t he am ount  of wast e we are 
sending t o landf ill and London as a cit y is determ ined to t ake an am bit ious 
(6)  ____ on t his issue,Ó he said. 

Ret ailers are up in (7)  ____ at  t he idea and have prom ised t o fight  t he 
governm ent  to stop t he ban from  going ahead. The Br it ish Retail Consort ium  
said t here was no need for t he ban as it  would (8)  ____ cause inconvenience 
to shoppers. A spokesm an t old report ers:  ÒWe t hink itÕs excessive and 
m isguided [ because]  retailers are (9)  ____ com m it ted t o reducing t he 
env ironm ent al im pact  of bags (10)  ____ 25 per cent  by t he end of next  
year .Ó He was worr ied the ban would affect  sales, saying:  ÒI f som ebody is 
going t o go int o a superm arket  or convenience st ore, it 's (11)  ____ t o see in  
pract ical term s, unless t hey have brought  a bag wit h t hem , how t hey will be 
able t o buy m ore t han a few it em s.Ó A recent  survey (12)  ____ 92 percent  of  
Londoners supported a tot al ban on plast ic bags or a tax  on t hem . 

1.  (a)  habitat ion  (b)  habit  ( c)  habit s (d)  habitat  

2.  (a)  useful (b)  use ( c)  using  (d)  user  
3.  (a)  which  (b)  whom  ( c)  that  (d)  who 
4.  (a)  away  (b)  out  ( c)  in  (d)  down  
5.  (a)  heightened  (b)  upped  ( c)  increased  (d)  raised  
6.  (a)  leading  (b)  leader  ( c)  lead  (d)  leads 
7.  (a)  legs (b)  arm s ( c)  head  (d)  feet  
8.  (a)  sim ply  (b)  sim ple ( c)  sim pler  (d)  sim plest  
9.  (a)  yet  (b)  already  ( c)  as  (d)  by  
10.  (a)  at  (b)  with  ( c)  for  (d)  by  
11.  (a)  hard  (b)  hardly  ( c)  harden  (d)  hardness 
12.  (a)  findings (b)  finding  ( c)  found  (d)  find  
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W RI TI NG:   
Write about  plastic bags for 10 m inutes. Correct  your part nerÕs paper . 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about  
count ries that  have had cam paigns regarding plast ic bags and the 
environment . Talk about what you discover with your partner(s)  in the 
next  lesson. 

3 . PLAS TI C BAGS:  Make a poster about  how plast ic bags can 
affect  the environm ent . Show your poster to your classm ates in the 
next  lesson. Did you all include sim ilar things? 

4 . MAG AZ I NE ARTI CLE:  Write a m agazine art icle about how 
plast ic bags can affect  the environm ent. I nclude im aginary interviews 
with a plast ic bag m anufacturer and an environmentalist .  

Read what you wrote to your classmates in the next  lesson. Write 
down new words and expressions. 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to the head of the Brit ish Retail 
Consort ium . Ask him / her three quest ions about the plast ic bag ban. 
Give him / her three pieces of advice on how to keep shoppers happy 
and keep the environment clean. Read your let ter to your partner(s)  in 
your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. T c. F d. F e. F f. F g. T h.  F 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

1. habit s a. rout ines 

2 ubiquitous b. ever-present   

3. est im ates c. guesses 

4. st rain d. pressure  

5. determ ined e. ser ious  

6. up in arm s f. fur ious  

7. inconvenience g. annoyance  

8. excessive h. ext reme  

9. imp act  i. effect   

10. survey j. quest ionnaire  

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. banning the use of the ubiquitous  a. plast ic shopping bag 

2 ma ny of which are t hrown  b. away after j ust  one use 

3. bags take 400 years  c. to break down  

4. pass t he mo ney raised  d. on to environme ntal projects  

5. determ ined t o take an am bit ious  e. lead on t his issue  

6. Retailers are up in  f. arm s at  t he idea  

7. it  would simp ly  cause inconvenience  g. to shoppers  

8. reducing the environme ntal imp act   h. of bags by 25 per  cent   

9. it 's hard to see in  i. pract ical terms   

10. Londoners supported a  j . t otal ban on plast ic bags  

GAP FI LL:  

Lo n d on  set  t o  b an  p l ast ic  b ag s 
London may soon be changing th e h ab i t s  of shoppers in th e city  and helping th e environment by banning 
th e u se of th e ubiquito us plasti c shopping bag. Esti mate s are th at Londoners and to urists  use 1.6 billion 
plasti c bags each year, many of wh ich are t h r o w n  awa y afte r just one use. Shoppers may soon have to  
buy r eu sab le bags in an atte mpt to  reduce th e str ain on landfill site s, wh ere th e bags ta ke 400 years to  
b r ea k  down . Local auth or iti es have asked th e Briti sh government to  ban r et a i le r s from giv ing awa y free 
plasti c bags. A spokesman said sto res should sell reusable bags and pass th e money raised on t o 
environmenta l projects . ÒAs a so cie t y , we  need to  do far more to  reduce th e amount of wa ste  we  are 
sending to  landfill and London as a city  is dete rm ined to  ta ke an ambiti ous lead on th is issu e,Ó he said. 

Reta ilers are up in ar m s at th e idea and have prom ised to f ight th e government to  sto p th e ban from  
going ah ead . The Briti sh Reta il Consorti um  said th ere wa s no need for th e ban as it wo uld simply cau se 
inconvenience to  shoppers. A spokesman to ld reporte rs:  ÒWe th ink itÕs ex cessive and m isguided 
[ because]  reta ilers are already committe d to  reducing t he environmenta l impact of bags by 25 per cent by  
th e en d  of next year.Ó He wa s wo rried th e ban wo uld affect sales, saying:  ÒI f somebody is going to  go into  
a supermarket or convenience sto re, it' s hard to  see in practi cal te rms, unless th ey have brought a bag 
wi th  th em, how th ey wi ll be able to  buy more th an a few i t em s.Ó A recent survey found 92 percent of  
Londoners supporte d a t o t a l  ban on plasti c bags or a ta x on th em. 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - c 2 - b 3 - a 4 - d 5 - d 6 - c 7 - b 8 - a 9 - b 10 - d 11 - a 12 - c 
 


