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THE ARTI CLE 

Ch ad  Ôk id n ap Õ su sp ect s q u est io n ed  

A judge in Chad's capital N'djam ena has quest ioned 11 of the 21 aid 

workers being charged with k idnapping 103 children from  the 

count ry. The Spanish, French and Chadian suspects from the Zoe's 

Ark charit y are accused of t rying to illegally take the children out  of 

Chad. Eric Breteau, the head of the charit y, was one of the first  to 

be quest ioned. He said that  his organizat ion planned to f ly  the 

children to Europe to be placed with foster parents. The charity said 

the children were orphans from Darfur and it  was rescuing them 

from  the fight ing in Sudan. However, UN agencies and the Red 

Cross have said that  m ost  of the children are from  Chad and m ay 

not  even be orphans. I driss Deby, the Chadian president , said he 

hoped the workers, journalists and Spanish flight  crew m em bers 

from  the group could be released soon. 

The case has sparked anger in Chad, where there have been daily 

st reet  protests against  the alleged kidnappers. The incident  has also 

caused em barrassm ent in France, Chad's form er colonial ruler. 

Firm in Sanda, a N'djam ena resident said:  "An act  like this is 

inhum ane. We cannot  accept  this. We must  t ry them  in court  here in 

Chad."  Meanwhile, FranceÕs prim e m inister Francois Fillon has asked 

Bernard Kouchner, his foreign m inister, to invest igate the case. ÒI t  is 

im portant  to f ind out  how this group could hide it s ident it y on the 

ground,"  he said. I n France, som e 100 people carry ing flowers took 

part  in a silent  m arch in Marseille in a show of support  for the 

Europeans. The Spanish government was hopeful of receiving "som e 

good news" about  the possible release of the charit yÕs air line staff. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . CHARI TI ES:  Walk around the class and talk  to other  students about  
charit ies. Change part ners oft en. Aft er you f in ish, sit  with your or iginal part ner( s)  
and share what  you found out . 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

judges /  capital cit ies /  kidnapping /  foster  parents /  rescues /  orphans /  st reet  
protest s /  em barrassm ent  /  being inhum ane /  silent  m arches /  good news 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3 . ORPHAN S:  What  is the best  t hing to do with orphans whose parent s have 
been lost  in wars? Rate these ideas in order from  1 ( t err ible solut ion)  t o 8 ( fantast ic 
solut ion) .  Change part ners and explain your rat ing. 

   _____   p lace t hem  with foster  parent s 
 

   _____   let  them  fend for them selves 
 

   _____   search for  extended fam ily m em bers 

  _____   help t hem  find work 
 

  _____   do nothing 
 

  _____   put  t hem  in orphanages 

4 . ORPHAN :  Spend one m inute writ ing down all of the different  words you  
associate with the word ÔorphanÕ. Share your words w it h your  partner( s)  and talk  
about  them . Together,  put  t he words into different  categor ies. 

5 . QUI CK DEBAT E:  Students A th ink itÕs bet t er  t o put  African orphans wit h 
foster parent s in Europe. Students B th ink itÕs bet t er  to put  Afr ican orphans with 
foster parent s in their own count ry. Debate th is wit h your part ners. Change part ners 
oft en. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Aid workers in Chad are suspect ed of k idnapping 103 children. T /  F 

b. The head of a charit y wanted t o fly  t he children t o Europe. T /  F 

c. The Red Cross believes t he children are orphans from  Darfur. T /  F 

d. The Chadian president  want s t o detain t he workers indef initely. T /  F 

e. France says it  does not  really care about  t his incident . T /  F 

f.  Chad is a form er colonial ruler of France. T /  F 

g. FranceÕs foreign m inister  wants to protect  t he char it yÕs secrecy . T /  F 

h. French people sent  hundreds of lowers t o t he capit al of Chad. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. quest ioned a. protest  

2 suspects b. put  

3. head c. ignited 

4. placed d. chief 

5. released e. ex 

6. sparked f. accused 

7. form er g. look into 

8. inhum ane h. set  free 

9. invest igate i.  int errogated 

10. m arch j .  cruel 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

1. aid workers being charged w it h  a. placed wit h foster  parent s 

2 accused of t ry ing to illegally  b. em barrassm ent  in France 

3. fly the children to Europe to be  c. not  even be orphans 

4. rescuing t hem   d. anger in Chad 

5. the children are from  Chad and m ay  e. take the children 

6. The case has sparked  f.  ident ity  on the ground 

7. The incident  has also caused  g. kidnapping 103 children 

8. We m ust  t ry  t hem  in  h. from  the fight ing in Sudan 

9. find out  how this group could hide it s  i.  of support  

10. a silent  m arch in Marseille in a show  j .  cour t  here in Chad 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Ch ad  Ôk id n ap Õ su sp ect s q u est io n ed  

A j udge in Chad's capit al N'djam ena has __________ 11 of  

the 21 aid workers being __________ w it h k idnapping 103 

children from  t he count ry . The Spanish, French and Chadian 

__________ from  t he Zoe's Ark char it y  are accused of  

t ry ing t o illegally  take t he children out  of Chad. Eric 

Bret eau, t he head of t he __________, was one of t he f irst  

to be quest ioned. He said t hat  his organizat ion __________ 

to fly  t he children t o Europe t o be placed wit h foster  

parent s. The charit y said the children were orphans from  

Darfur and it  was __________ t hem  from  the fight ing in 

Sudan. However,  UN agencies and t he Red Cross have said 

that  m ost  of t he children are f rom  Chad and m ay not  

__________ be orphans. I driss Deby , t he Chadian 

president ,  said he hoped t he workers,  j ournalist s and 

Spanish f light  __________ m em bers from  t he group could 

be released soon. 
  

  

even 

char it y 

crew 

planned 

quest ioned 

charged 

suspects 

rescuing 

 

The case has __________ anger in Chad, where t here have 

been daily st reet  __________ against  t he alleged 

kidnappers. The incident  has also caused em barrassm ent  in 

France, Chad's form er __________ ruler . Firm in Sanda, a 

N'djam ena resident  said:  "An act  like t his is inhum ane. We 

cannot  accept  t his. We m ust  __________ them  in court  

here in Chad."  Meanwhile, FranceÕs prim e m inister Francois 

Fillon has asked Bernard Kouchner , his foreign m inister ,  t o 

__________ t he case. ÒI t  is im port ant  t o f ind out  how t his 

group could hide it s ident it y on the __________,"  he said.  

I n France, som e 100 people carry ing f lowers t ook part  in a 

silent  __________ in Marseille in a show of support  for t he 

Europeans. The Spanish governm ent  was hopeful of  

receiv ing " som e good news"  about  t he possible __________ 

of t he char it yÕs air line staff . 

  

release 

colonial 

protest s 

gr ound 

t ry 

m arch 

sparked 

invest iga te 
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Ch ad  Ôk id n ap Õ su sp ect s q u est io n ed  

A j udge in Chad's capital N'djam ena has quest ioned _______________ aid 

workers being _______________ k idnapping 103 children from  t he count ry .  

The Spanish, French and Chadian suspect s f rom  t he Zoe's Ark charit y  are 

accused _______________ illegally  t ake t he children out  of Chad. Er ic 

Bret eau, t he head of the char it y , was _______________ to be quest ioned. 

He said t hat  his organizat ion planned t o fly  t he children t o Europe t o be 

placed w it h _______________. The charit y said t he children were orphans 

from  Darfur  and it  was _______________ the f ight ing in Sudan. However ,  

UN agencies and t he Red Cross have said t hat  m ost  of the children are f rom  

Chad and _______________ orphans. I driss Deby, t he Chadian president ,  

said he hoped t he workers,  journalists and Spanish f light  crew m em bers f rom  

the group could _______________. 

The case has _______________ Chad, where t here have been daily  st reet  

protest s against  t he alleged k idnappers.  The incident  _______________ 

em barrassm ent  in France, Chad's form er  colonial ruler. Firm in Sanda, a 

N'djam ena resident  said:  "An act  like _______________. We cannot  accept  

this. We m ust  _______________ court  here in Chad."  Meanwhile, FranceÕs 

pr im e m inister Francois Fillon has asked Bernard Kouchner , his foreign 

m inister,  to invest igate t he case. ÒI t  is im port ant  t o find out  how t his group 

could _______________ on t he ground,"  he said.  I n France, som e 100 

people carry ing f lowers t ook part  in a silent  m arch in Marseille 

_______________ support  for t he Europeans. The Spanish governm ent  was 

hopeful of receiv ing " som e good news"  about  t he possible release of t he 

char it yÕs air line st aff . 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôsp ar k Õ and Ôan g er Õ. 

sp ar k  an g er  

  

  

  

  

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ charged 
¥ illegally 
¥ planned 
¥ fight ing 
¥ even  
¥ soon  

¥ sparked 
¥ em barrassm ent  
¥ inhum ane 
¥ invest igate 
¥ flowers 
¥ news 
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STUDENT ORPH ANS SURVEY 

Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  orphans in the table. Do t his in pairs. Each 
st udent  m ust  writ e t he quest ions on his /  her own paper . 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 

  

   

Q.2. 

  

   

Q.3. 

  

   

Q.4. 

  

   

Q.5. 

  

   

¥ Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you 
found out . Change part ners oft en. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 

b)  What  do you know about  the alleged kidnapping of 103 children? 

c)  How do you think the charity could t ry to get  so m any children out  
of the count ry without telling the Chadian authorit ies? 

d)  Do you think itÕs acceptable for a charity run by Europeans to 
m ove so m any children to Europe and put  them in foster care? 

e)  I s it  bet ter for the children to stay in Africa? 

f)  What  should happen to the charit y bosses if the children are 
neither orphans nor from  Darfur, as they say they are? 

g)  Why do you think ChadÕs president  is so hopeful the charit y 
workers could be released soon? 

h)  Do you think Western charit y workers always know what  theyÕre 
doing in Africa? 

i)  Would you like to work for a charity in Africa? 

✄ -------------------------------------------------------------------- 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 

b)  What  do you think Chadians think of this case? 

c)  Do you think form er colonial powers st ill believe they have cont rol 
in the count ries they once ruled? 

d)  What  do you think of the comm ents of the Chadian who said the 
incident  was inhum ane? 

e)  What  do you think the outcom e of this story will be? 

f)  Do you think the aid workers should be t r ied in Chad? 

g)  Why do you think French people m arched to support  the aid 
workers? 

h)  What  quest ions would you like to ask Eric Breteau? 

i)  Did you like this discussion? 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

Ch ad  Ôk id n ap Õ su sp ect s q u est io n ed  

A j udge in Chad's capital N'djam ena has (1)  ____ 11 of t he 21 aid workers 
being charged wit h k idnapping 103 children from  t he count ry . The Spanish,  
French and Chadian (2)  ____ from  t he Zoe's Ark  charit y are accused of  
t ry ing t o illegally take the children out  of Chad. Er ic Breteau, t he head of t he 
char it y, was one of t he (3)  ____ t o be quest ioned. He said t hat  his 
organizat ion planned t o f ly  t he children t o Europe t o be (4)  ____ w it h foster  
parent s. The charit y said the children were orphans from  Darfur and it  was 
rescuing t hem  (5)  ____ the fight ing in Sudan. However , UN agencies and t he 
Red Cross have said t hat  m ost  of  t he children are from  Chad and m ay not  
even be orphans. I dr iss Deby , t he Chadian president ,  said he hoped t he 
workers, j ournalist s and Spanish (6)  ____ crew m em bers f rom  t he group 
could be released soon. 

The case has (7)  ____ anger in Chad, where t here have been daily st reet  
protest s against  t he alleged k idnappers.  The incident  has also caused 
em barrassm ent  in France, Chad's (8)  ____ colonial ruler . Firm in Sanda, a 
N'djam ena resident  said:  "An act  like t his is inhum ane. We cannot  accept  
this. We m ust  (9)  ____ t hem  in court  here in Chad."  Meanwhile, FranceÕs 
pr im e m inister Francois Fillon has asked Bernard Kouchner , his foreign 
m inister,  to invest igate t he case. ÒI t  is im port ant  t o find out  how t his group 
could hide it s ident it y on t he (10)  ____,"  he said. I n France, som e 100 
people carry ing f lowers t ook (11)  ____ in a silent  m arch in Marseille in a 
show of support  for t he Europeans. The Spanish governm ent  was hopeful  
(12)  ____ receiv ing "som e good news"  about  t he possible release of t he 
char it yÕs air line st aff . 

1.  (a)  asked  (b)  quest ioned (c)  ordered  (d)  spoke 

2.  (a)  suspicious (b)  suspicions ( c)  suspects (d)  suspense 
3.  (a)  first  (b)  first ly  ( c)  first  aid  (d)  first s 
4.  (a)  place (b)  placid  ( c)  placing  (d)  placed  
5.  (a)  for  (b)  over  ( c)  from  (d)  in  
6.  (a)  flight  (b)  fr ight  ( c)  flying  (d)  fly  
7.  (a)  spark led  (b)  spark  ( c)  sparks  (d)  sparked  
8.  (a)  farm er  (b)  form er  ( c)  firm er  (d)  forem ost  
9.  (a)  taste (b)  at t em pt  ( c)  sam ple  (d)  t ry  
10.  (a)  earth  (b)  carpet  ( c)  ground  (d)  floor  
11.  (a)  part y  (b)  part  ( c)  part ing  (d)  apart  
12.  (a)  of (b)  up  ( c)  over  (d)  with  
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W RI TI NG:   
Write about  orphans for 10 m inutes.  Correct  your part nerÕs paper . 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about  
the children at  the cent re of this case. Talk about what  you discover 
with your partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3 . CHAD :  Make a poster about  Chad. Show your poster to your  
classm ates in the next  lesson. Did you all include sim ilar things? 

4 . MAG AZ I NE ARTI CLE:  Write a m agazine art icle about being an 
orphan. I nclude im aginary interviews with orphans and foster parents.  

Read what you wrote to your classmates in the next  lesson. Write 
down new words and expressions. 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to Eric Bateau. Ask him  three quest ions 
about  the children. Give him three pieces of advice on what  he should 
do next . Read your let ter to your partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your 
partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. T b. T c. F d. F e. F f. F g. F h.  F 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

1. quest ioned a. interrogated 

2 suspects b. accused 

3. head c. chief  

4. placed d. put   

5. released e. set  free  

6. sparked f. ignited  

7. form er g.  ex  

8. inhuma ne h. cruel  

9. invest igate i. look int o  

10. ma rch j . protest   

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. aid workers being charged wit h  a. kidnapping 103 children 

2 accused of t rying t o illegally  b. take the children  

3. fly the children t o Europe t o be  c. placed with foster parents  

4. rescuing them  d. from  the fight ing in Sudan 

5. the children are from Chad and m ay  e. not  even be orphans  

6. The case has sparked  f. anger in Chad  

7. The incident  has also caused  g.  emb arrassme nt  in France  

8. We m ust  t ry t hem in  h. court  here in Chad  

9. find out  how this group could hide it s  i. ident it y on the ground  

10. a silent  m arch in Marseille in a show  j . of support   

GAP FI LL:  

Ch ad  Ôk id n ap Õ su sp ect s q u est io n ed  
A judge in Chad's capita l N'djamena has q u est io n ed  11 of th e 21 aid wo rkers being ch a r g ed  wi th  
k idnapping 103 children from th e countr y. The Spanish, French and Chadian su sp ect s from th e Zoe's Ark 
charity  are accused of tr y ing to  illegally  ta ke th e children out of Chad. Eric Brete au, th e head of th e 
ch ar i t y , wa s one of th e f irst to  be questi oned. He said th at his organizati on p l an n ed  to  f ly th e children to  
Europe to  be placed wi th  foste r parents . The charity  said th e children we re orphans from Darfur and it wa s 
r escu in g  t hem from th e f ighti ng in Sudan. Howe ver, UN agencies and th e Red Cross have said th at most  
of th e children are from Chad and may not even  be orphans. I dr iss Deby, th e Chadian president,  said he 
hoped th e wo rkers, journalists  and Spanish f light cr ew  members from th e group could be released soon. 

The case has sp a r k e d  anger in Chad, wh ere th ere have been daily  str eet p r o t est s against th e alleged 
k idnappers. The incident has also caused embarrassment in France, Chad's former co lo n ia l  ruler. Firm in 
Sanda, a N'djamena resident said:  "An act like th is is inhumane. We cannot accept th is. We must t r y  
th em in court here in Chad."  Meanwh ile, FranceÕs prime m iniste r Francois Fillon has asked Bernard 
Kouchner, his foreign m iniste r, to  in vest ig at e th e case. ÒI t  is importa nt t o f ind out how th is group could 
hide its  identi ty  on th e g r o u n d ,"  he said. I n France, some 100 people carry ing f lowe rs to ok part in a silent  
m ar ch  in Marseille in a show of suppor t for th e Europeans. The Spanish government wa s hopeful of  
receiv ing "some good news" about th e possible r e le ase of th e charity Õs air line sta ff. 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - b 2 - c 3 - a 4 - d 5 - c 6 - a 7 - d 8 -b 9 - d 10 - c 11 - b 12 - a 
 


