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THE ARTICLE 

First ‘honest African leader’ prize given 

A prize for good leadership in Africa has been given for the very f irst  

t im e. The winner of the $5 m illion plus award, set  up by the 

Sudanese telecom  tycoon Mo I brahim , is Mozam biqueÕs form er 

president  Joaquim Chissano. Mr. Chissano will receive a cool half a 

m illion dollars every year for ten years and then $200,000 every 

year for life. Mr. I brahim  said the prize is to encourage African 

leaders to be honest  and st ick to the rules when their t im e as leader 

ends. He said he wants to discourage presidents from illegally 

extending their term  of off ice or turning to corrupt ion. The criteria 

the judges used in deciding the winner includes being freely elected, 

leaving their post  on t im e, and making econom ic and social 

progress. They seem ed to ignore the fact  that  Mr. Chissano left  

off ice am id m any allegat ions of corrupt ion. 

Form er UN Secretary General Kofi Annan praised Mr. Chissano for 

ending Mozam biqueÕs 16-year civil war and bringing good to his 

nat ion. Mr. Annan said:  "President Chissano's achievem ents in 

bringing peace, reconciliat ion, stable dem ocracy and econom ic 

progress to his count ry great ly im pressed the com m it tee. So too did 

his decision to step down without seeking the third term the 

const itut ion allowed."  He added:  " I t  is a m easure of the rem arkable 

change that  has taken place that  nat ional and regional elect ions 

have been contested in a generally peaceful m anner by both sides in 

the bit ter civ il war."  Mr. Annan told reporters that  he hopes the prize 

will encourage African leaders Òto follow the highest  standards by 

offering them  financial security following ret irem ent  from act ive 

polit ical life" . 
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WARM-UPS 

1. PRIZES: Walk around the class and talk to other st udent s about  pr izes and  
awards. Change partners oft en. After  you finish, sit  w it h your or iginal part ner( s)  and 
share what  you found out . 

2. CHAT: I n pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

leadership /  tycoons /  form er president s /  being honest  /  st icking t o ru les /  
corrupt ion /  civ il wars /  achievem ents /  high standards /  financial secur it y 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3. INTERNATIONAL PRIZES: Discuss t his with your  par tner(s)  which 
int ernat ional leaders should win these prizes. Change partners and share your ideas:  

¥ the peacem aker award 
¥ the award for  the biggest  m istake(s)  
¥ the hero prize 
¥ the villain pr ize 
¥ the award for  bravery 
¥ the env ironm ent  award 
¥ the brightest  newcom er award 

4. ASSESS YOUR LEADER: With your par tner(s) , assess your count ryÕs 
leader using t he points below. 10 =  top m arks,  0 =  should be out  of a j ob. 

¥ the econom y  _____ 
¥ cr im e  _____ 
¥ int ernat ional relat ions  _____ 
¥ social progress  _____ 

¥ environm ent   _____ 
¥ corrupt ion  _____ 
¥ keeping elect ion prom ises  _____ 
¥ int elligence  _____ 

5. LEADERSHIP: Spend one m inute writ ing down all of t he different  words 
you associate w it h the word ÔleadershipÕ.  Share your words with your  part ner( s)  and 
talk about  t hem . Together,  put  t he words into different  categor ies. 

6. QUICK DEBATE: Students A th ink offering African leaders pr izes for  
honest y is insult ing. Students B t hink Afr ican leaders need as m uch encouragem ent  
as possib le to be honest .  Debate th is w ith your  part ners.  Change partners oft en. 
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BEFORE READING / LISTENING 

1. TRUE / FALSE: Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. A prize has been given t o Afr icaÕs f irst  honest  leader . T /  F 

b. The prize is wort h well over $5 m illion over the w innerÕs lifet im e. T /  F 

c. The award is t o discourage Afr ican leaders f rom  ruling for t oo long. T /  F 

d. The w inner of t he award had a squeaky clean im age in his count ry . T /  F 

e. The United Nat ions Secret ary General announced t he winner . T /  F 

f.  The w inner brought  peace and prosper it y t o his count ry . T /  F 

g. The w inner served t hree term s as president  of Mozam bique. T /  F 

h. The prize is a cash incent ive t o rule in a non-corrupt  m anner . T /  F 

2. SYNONYM MATCH: Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. set  up a. accusat ions 

2 tycoon b. standards 

3. st ick  to c. indust rialist  

4. cr it eria d. peace of m ind 

5. allegat ions e. reunit ing 

6. praised f. abide by 

7. reconciliat ion g. fought  

8. seeking h. com m ended 

9. contested i.  looking for 

10. secur it y j .  established 

3. PHRASE MATCH: Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

1. given for the very  a. that  has taken place 

2 Chissano will receive a cool  b. allegat ions of corrupt ion 

3. be honest  and st ick   c. 16- year civil war 

4. The crit er ia  d. follow ing ret irem ent  

5. Chissano left  off ice am id m any e. to the rules 

6. ending Mozam biqueÕs  f.  the judges used 

7. his decision to st ep down without   g. half a m illion dollars 

8. a m easure of t he rem arkable change  h. first  t im e 

9. elect ions have been contested in a generally   i.  seeking the th ird term  

10. offer ing them  financial security   j .  peaceful m anner 
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WHILE READING / LISTENING 

GAP FILL: Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

First ‘honest African leader’ prize given 

A prize for good ________ in Afr ica has been given for  t he 

very f irst  t im e. The w inner of t he $5 m illion ________ 

award, set  up by  t he Sudanese telecom  tycoon Mo I brahim , 

is Mozam biqueÕs form er president  Joaquim  Chissano. Mr.  

Chissano will receive a ________ half a m illion dollars every  

year  for t en years and t hen $200,000 every  year for  

________. Mr. I brahim  said the prize is t o encourage 

Afr ican leaders t o be honest  and ________ to t he rules 

when t heir t im e as leader ends. He said he want s to 

discourage president s from  illegally extending their term  of 

off ice or  ________ t o corrupt ion.  The criteria t he j udges 

used in deciding the winner includes being ________ 

elected, leav ing t heir  post  on t im e, and m ak ing econom ic 

and social progress. They seem ed t o ignore the fact  t hat  Mr .  

Chissano left  office ________ m any  allegat ions of  

cor rupt ion. 
  

  

freely 

life 

cool 

turning 

leadership 

am id 

plus 

st ick 

 

________ UN Secret ary General Kof i Annan praised Mr.  

Chissano for ending Mozam biqueÕs 16-year  civ il war  and 

br inging ________ t o his nat ion. Mr . Annan said:  "President  

Chissano's achievem ent s in bringing peace, reconciliat ion,  

________ dem ocracy and econom ic progress to his count ry  

great ly im pressed t he com m it t ee. So too did his decision t o 

step ________ w it hout  seek ing t he third term  t he 

const it ut ion allowed."  He added:  " I t  is a ________ of t he 

rem arkable change t hat  has t aken place t hat  nat ional and 

________ elect ions have been cont ested in a generally  

peaceful m anner by bot h sides in t he ________ civ il war."  

Mr . Annan t old reporters t hat  he hopes t he prize w ill 

encourage Afr ican leaders Òt o follow t he highest  standards 

by offering t hem  financial secur it y following ret irem ent  f rom  

________ polit ical life" . 

  

regional 

stable 

act ive 

down 

form er 

bit t er 

good 

m easure 
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LISTENING 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

First ‘honest African leader’ prize given 

A pr ize _______________________ Afr ica has been given for t he very f irst  

t im e. The winner of t he $5 m illion plus award, ________________ Sudanese 

telecom  tycoon Mo I brahim , is Mozam biqueÕs form er president  Joaquim  

Chissano. Mr . Chissano w ill ________________ a m illion dollars every year  

for  ten years and t hen $200,000 every year for life. Mr. I brahim  said t he 

pr ize is t o encourage Afr ican leaders t o be honest  and ________________ 

when t heir t im e as leader ends. He said he want s t o discourage president s 

from  illegally extending their ________________ or t urning to corrupt ion.  

The cr iter ia t he j udges used in deciding the w inner includes being freely  

elected, leav ing ________________, and m aking econom ic and social 

progress. They seem ed t o ignore t he fact  t hat  Mr . Chissano left  off ice 

_____________________  of cor rupt ion. 

Form er  UN Secret ary General Kof i Annan praised Mr. Chissano for  ending 

Mozam biqueÕs 16-year civ il war and ________________ his nat ion. Mr .  

Annan said:  "President  Chissano's achievem ent s in br inging peace, 

reconciliat ion, st able dem ocracy and econom ic ________________ count ry  

great ly im pressed the com m it tee. ________________ decision t o step down 

wit hout  seek ing t he t hird term  the const it ut ion allowed."  He added:  " I t  is a 

________________ rem arkable change t hat  has t aken place t hat  nat ional 

and regional elect ions have been contested in a generally peaceful m anner  

by bot h ________________ civ il war."  Mr.  Annan t old report ers t hat  he 

hopes t he pr ize will encourage Afr ican leaders Òt o follow t he highest  

standards by offering t hem  financial secur it y ________________ from  act ive 

polit ical life" . 
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AFTER READING / LISTENING 

1. WORD SEARCH: Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
‘honest’ and ‘leader’. 

honest leader 

  

  

  

  

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2. ARTICLE QUESTIONS: Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3. GAP FILL: I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4. VOCABULARY: Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5. TEST EACH OTHER: Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ good 
¥ plus 
¥ cool 
¥ st ick 
¥ term  
¥ am id 

¥ ending 
¥ stable 
¥ step 
¥ m easure 
¥ bit ter 
¥ act ive 



First  Ôhonest  Afr ican leaderÕ pr ize given Ð 24th   October, 2007 

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com 
8 

STUDENT LEADERS SURVEY 
Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  leaders in the table. Do t his in pairs. Each st udent  
m ust  writ e t he quest ions on his /  her own paper . 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 

  

   

Q.2. 

  

   

Q.3. 

  

   

Q.4. 

  

   

Q.5. 

  

   

¥ Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you 
found out . Change part ners oft en. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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DISCUSSION 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 

b)  What  is your opinion on the giv ing of this prize? 

c)  Do you think the just  the award would have been OK without  the 
cash? 

d)  Do you think the prize suggests African leaders are not  honest , 
especially when no prizes for honesty are given to European or 
Am erican leaders? 

e)  Are there m ore effect ive ways of encouraging African leaders to 
leave office when their t im e is up? 

f)  What  other African leaders do you think deserve such an award? 

g)  Do you think this award should be given on other cont inents? 

h)  I s there corrupt ion in your count ryÕs governm ent? 

i)  Do you think Mr. Chissano should have got  the award if he was 
being accused of corrupt ion? 

!  -------------------------------------------------------------------- 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 

b)  What  do you know about  Mozam bique? 

c)  What  do you think you could be praised for? 

d)  How do you think a leader ends a civil war? 

e)  What  do you think of leaders who do not  step down when their 
term  of off ice ends? 

f)  Who do you think are the m ost  corrupt  of the worldÕs leaders? 

g)  Do you think this award will bring change to Africa? 

h)  What  quest ions would you like to ask Mr. Chissano? 

i)  Did you like this discussion? 



First  Ôhonest  Afr ican leaderÕ pr ize given Ð 24th   October, 2007 

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com 
10 

LANGUAGE 

CORRECT WORD: Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

First ‘honest African leader’ prize given 

A prize (1)  ____ good leadership in Afr ica has been given for t he very first  
t im e. The w inner of  t he $5 m illion (2)  ____ award, set  up by  t he Sudanese 
telecom  tycoon Mo I brahim , is Mozam biqueÕs form er president  Joaquim  
Chissano. Mr . Chissano w ill receive a (3)  ____ half a m illion dollars every  
year for ten years and t hen $200,000 every year for life. Mr . I brahim  said 
the prize is t o encourage Afr ican leaders to be honest  and st ick t o t he rules 
when t heir t im e (4)  ____ leader ends. He said he want s t o discourage 
president s f rom  illegally extending t heir term  of office or  t urning (5)  ____  
corrupt ion.  The cr iteria t he j udges used in deciding t he winner includes being 
freely elected, leav ing t heir  post  on t im e, and m aking econom ic and social 
progress. They seem ed t o ignore t he fact  t hat  Mr . Chissano left  off ice  
(6)  ____ m any allegat ions of corrupt ion. 

Form er UN Secretary General Kofi Annan praised Mr. Chissano (7)  ____ 
ending Mozam biqueÕs 16-year civ il war  and bringing good t o his nat ion. Mr .  
Annan said:  "President  Chissano's achievem ent s in br inging peace, 
reconciliat ion, (8)  ____ dem ocracy and econom ic progress t o his count ry  
great ly im pressed the com m it tee. So, too, did his decision t o (9)  ____ down 
wit hout  seek ing t he t hird term  the const it ut ion allowed."  He added:  " I t  is a 
(10)  ____ of t he rem arkable change t hat  has taken place t hat  nat ional and 
regional elect ions have been contest ed in a generally peaceful m anner by  
bot h sides in t he (11)  ____ civ il war ."  Mr.  Annan t old repor ters t hat  he hopes 
the prize will encourage Afr ican leaders Òt o follow t he highest  st andards by  
offering t hem  financial secur it y  following ret irem ent  from  (12)  ____ polit ical 
life" . 

1. (a)  with (b)  of ( c)  for (d)  by 

2. (a)  plus (b)  m ult ip ly ( c)  divide (d)  m inus 

3. (a)  chilly (b)  freezing ( c)  cold (d)  cool 

4. (a)  in (b)  as ( c)  of (d)  with 

5. (a)  to (b)  for ( c)  by (d)  at  

6. (a)  between (b)  cent re ( c)  m iddle (d)  am id 

7. (a)  and (b)  by ( c)  for  (d)  with 

8. (a)  staple (b)  stable ( c)  stale (d)  stapler 

9. (a)  walk (b)  ladder ( c)  stair   ( d)  st ep 

10. (a)  m easure (b)  volum e (c)  quant it y (d)  stat ist ic 

11. (a)  tar t  (b)  sharp ( c)  bit t er (d)  acid ic 

12. (a)  act ively (b)  act ive ( c)  act iv it y (d)  act ivate 
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WRITING:   
Write about  leadership for 10 m inutes. Correct  your part nerÕs paper . 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEWORK 

1. VOCABULARY EXTENSION: Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2. INTERNET: Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about  
the Joaquim Chissano. Talk about what  you discover with your 
partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3. LEADERSHIP: Make a poster about  the leaders of different  
African count ries. Rate their leadership. Show your poster to your 
classm ates in the next  lesson. Did you all include sim ilar things? 

4. MAGAZINE ARTICLE: Write a m agazine art icle about  an 
African nat ional leader. I nclude imaginary interviews with an 
opposit ion leader and an average cit izen.  

Read what you wrote to your classmates in the next  lesson. Write 
down new words and expressions. 

5. LETTER: Write a let ter to Joaquim  Chissano. Ask him  three 
quest ions about  his life. Give her three pieces of advice on how to live 
his life from now. Read your let ter to your partner(s)  in your next  
lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. 
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ANSWERS 
TRUE / FALSE: 

a. F b. T c. T d. F e. F f. T g. F h.  T 

SYNONYM MATCH: 

1. set  up a. established 

2 t ycoon b. indust r ialist   

3. st ick  to c. abide by  

4. cr it er ia d. standards  

5. allegat ions e. accusat ions  

6. praised f. comm ended  

7. reconciliat ion g.  reunit ing  

8. seek ing h. looking for   

9. contested i. fought   

10. secur it y j . peace of mi nd  

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. given for t he very  a. first  t im e 

2 Chissano will receive a cool  b. half a mi llion dollars 

3. be honest  and st ick  c. to the rules  

4. The cr it er ia  d. the j udges used  

5. Chissano left  off ice ami d ma ny e. allegat ions of corrupt ion  

6. ending Mozamb iqueÕs  f. 16-year civil war  

7. his decision to step down wit hout   g.  seek ing the third term  

8. a m easure of the rema rkable change  h. that  has taken place  

9. elect ions have been contested in a generally  i. peaceful ma nner  

10. offer ing t hem  financial secur it y  j . following ret ireme nt   

GAP FILL: 

First ‘honest African leader’ prize given 
A prize for good leadership in Afr ica has been given for th e very f irst ti me. The wi nner of th e $5 m ill ion 
plus awa rd, set up by th e Sudanese te lecom ty coon Mo I brahim , is MozambiqueÕs former president  
Joaquim  Chissano. Mr. Chissano wi ll receive a cool half a million dollars every year for te n years and th en 
$200,000 every year for life. Mr. I brahim  said th e prize is to  encourage Afr ican leaders to  be honest and 
stick to  th e rules wh en th eir ti me as leader ends. He said he wa nts  to  discourage presidents  from illegally  
exte nding th eir te rm  of off ice or turning to  cor rupti on. The crite r ia t he judges used in deciding th e w inner  
includes being freely electe d, leaving th eir post on ti me, and making economic and social progress. They  
seemed to  ignore th e fact th at Mr. Chissano left off ice amid many allegati ons of corrupti on. 

Former UN Secreta ry General Kofi Annan praised Mr. Chissano for ending MozambiqueÕs 16 -year civ il wa r 
and bringing good to  his nat ion. Mr. Annan said:  "President Chissano's achievements  in bringing peace,  
reconcil iati on, stable democracy and economic progress to  his countr y greatl y  impressed th e com mitte e.  
So to o did his decision to  ste p down wi th out seeking th e th ird te rm  th e consti tu t ion allowe d."  He added:  
" I t is a measure of th e remarkable change th at has ta ken place th at nati onal and regional electi ons have 
been conte ste d in a generally  peaceful manner by both  sides in th e bitter civ il wa r."  Mr. Annan to ld  
reporte rs th at he hopes th e prize wi ll encourage Afr ican leaders Òto  follow th e highest sta ndards by 
offering th em financial security  follow ing reti rement from active politi cal life" . 

LANGUAGE WORK 

1 - c 2 - a 3 - d 4 - b 5 - a 6 - d 7 - c 8 - b 9 - d 10 - a 11 - c 12 - b 
 


