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THE ARTI CLE 

ÔCo l lap se o f  lov eÕ in  Sar k ozy  d iv o r ce 

Cecilia Sarkozy, ex-wife of French President  Nicolas Sarkozy, has 

spoken out  on the reasons behind their recent  divorce. She said the 

num ber one factor for the split  was an unexplainable Òcollapse of 

loveÓ for her husband. She also said her hat red of being in the 

public spot light  since her form er husbandÕs elect ion success was 

another m ajor reason. She poured her heart  out  in an exclusive 

interview with a French newspaper the day after the ElysŽe Palace 

broke the news to the French people. She told reporters:   "What 

happened to m e has also happened to m illions of other people.  

Suddenly, your relat ionship with your partner is no longer the 

essent ial thing in your life. I t  no longer works. The reasons are 

[ puzzling] .Ó She added:  ÒI t  happens to lots of people. I t  just  

happens."  

Mm e Sarkozy was very open in her interview and spoke on a broad 

range of topics. I n an em ot ional account  of her m arriage, she said 

that  both she and her husband had gone to great  lengths to salvage 

their relat ionship and keep alive any hope of m aking things work. 

She confessed that  living in the public eye for the five m onths since 

the elect ion had been intolerable for her. She talked of being a quiet  

person who Òlikes the shadowsÓ and who prefers Òserenity and 

t ranquilit yÓ to the goldfish bowl of French public life. She explained 

how it  was different  for her husband:  "For him , it 's like a v iolinist  

who has been given a St radivarius Ð all of a sudden he has the 

opportunity to pract ice his art ,"  she said. Mm e Sarkozy praised her 

husband as a "great  statesm an" who would go on to do "m any 

things for France". 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . DI VORCE:  Walk around t he class and talk  to other  student s about  divorce.  
Change part ners often. Aft er  you f inish, sit  wit h your or iginal part ner( s)  and share 
what  you found out . 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

speaking out  /  splits /  love /  hat red /  pouring oneÕs heart  out  /  relat ionships /  
int erv iews /  m aking t hings work /  serenit y /  t ranquilit y  /  violinist s /  praise 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3 . LI VI N G I N THE SHAD OW S: What  do you t hink itÕs like being 
m arr ied t o som eone fam ous? Would you like it? Discuss this with your par tner(s)  t he 
pros and cons. Use t he it em s below  in your  discussions. 

• paparazzi following you everywhere 
• st rangers want ing to have a love affair  w ith your par tner 
• first  class air  t ravel 
• m eet ing lot s of fam ous people 
• bodyguards and the danger of t error ist s at tacking you 
• you get  to w rit e an autobiography about  being m arr ied t o a fam ous person 
• old friends who st ill have norm al lives 
• shopping in the superm arket  

4 . GROUN DS FOR DI VORCE:  With your par tner(s) ,  talk  about  these 
grounds for divorce. Rank t hem  from  the m ost  understandable t o t he least  
understandable. 

• pressure from  partnerÕs j ob 
• want ing to be single again 
• collapse of love 
• unequal sharing of housework 

• lack of physical at t ract ion 
• boredom  
• not  sharing t he rem ote cont rol 
• argum ents about  m oney 

5 . TRAN QUI LI TY:  Spend one m inute writ ing down all of the different  words 
you associate with the word Ôt ranquilit yÕ. Share your words w ith your partner( s)  and 
talk about  t hem . Together,  put  t he words into different  categor ies. 

6 . QUI CK DEBAT E:  Students A th ink m arr iage should be forever and that  
divorce should be illegal.  Students B think th is is a r idiculous idea.  Debate t his with 
your  par tners. Change par tners oft en. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. The French President  t old reporters he no longer  loved his w ife. T /  F 

b. His wife, Cecelia Sarkozy , really  didnÕt  like being in t he public eye. T /  F 

c. Cecilia bared all t o a newspaper and spoke from  her heart . T /  F 

d. Her relat ionship becam e unim port ant  com pared wit h ot her t hings. T /  F 

e. Cecilia and her husband did t heir best  to keep t heir  m arriage going. T /  F 

f.  Cecilia is afraid of shadows and goldf ish. T /  F 

g. The French President  is a world class v iolinist . T /  F 

h. Cecilia praised her  husband saying heÕd be good for France. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. spoken out  a. bent  over backwards 

2 split  b. peacefulness 

3. spot light  c. perplex ing 

4. essent ial d. rescue 

5. puzzling e. unbearable 

6. gone t o great  lengths f.  been frank 

7. salvage g. break 

8. intolerable h. calm  

9. serenit y i.  vital 

10. t ranquility j .  glare of publicit y 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

1. spoken out  on the reasons behind  a. public spot light  

2 her  hat red of being in t he  b. has t he opportunit y 

3. She poured her   c. range of topics 

4. the ElysŽe Palace broke the  d. their relat ionship 

5. no longer the essent ial  e. heart  out  

6. spoke on a broad  f.  and t ranquility 

7. gone t o great  lengths to salvage  g. thing in your life 

8. prefers serenit y   h. their recent  divorce 

9. the goldfish bowl of i.  news to t he French people 

10. all of a sudden he  j .  French public life 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

ÔCo l lap se o f  lov eÕ in  Sar k ozy  d iv o r ce 

Cecilia Sarkozy , ex -wife of French President  Nicolas 

Sarkozy, has spoken out  on t he reasons __________ t heir  

recent  divorce. She said t he num ber one __________ for  

the split  was an unexplainable Òcollapse of loveÓ for her  

husband. She also said her  __________ of  being in t he 

public spot light  since her form er husbandÕs elect ion success 

was anot her m ajor reason. She __________ her hear t  out  

in an exclusive int erv iew wit h a French newspaper t he day  

after t he ElysŽe Palace __________ t he news t o t he French 

people. She t old reporters:   "What  happened to m e has also 

happened to m illions of ot her people.  Suddenly , your  

relat ionship w it h your part ner is no __________ t he 

essent ial t hing in your life. I t  no longer works. The reasons 

are [ __________] .Ó She added:  ÒI t  happens t o lot s of  

people. I t  j ust  __________."  
  

  

puzzling 

factor 

happens 

behind 

poured 

broke 

hat red 

longe r 

 

Mm e Sarkozy  was very  __________ in her interview and 

spoke on a broad range of t opics. I n an em ot ional 

__________ of her m arriage, she said that  bot h she and 

her husband had gone t o great  lengt hs t o __________ t heir  

relat ionship and keep alive any hope of m aking t hings work . 

She confessed t hat  liv ing in t he public __________ for t he 

five m ont hs since t he elect ion had been int olerable for her.  

She t alked of being a quiet  person who Òlikes t he 

__________Ó and who prefers Òserenity and t ranquilit yÓ t o 

the goldfish bowl of French public life. She explained how it  

was different  for her husband:  "For him , it 's like a 

__________ who has been given a St radivar ius Ð all of a 

sudden he has t he opport unity t o pract ice his __________,"  

she said. Mm e Sarkozy praised her husband as a "great  

__________ "  who would go on t o do "m any t hings for  

France" . 

  

account   

art  

eye 

violinist  

salvage 

statesm an 

open 

shadows 
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

ÔCo l lap se o f  lov eÕ in  Sar k ozy  d iv o r ce 

Cecilia Sarkozy , ex -wife of French President  Nicolas Sarkozy , 

___________________ t he reasons behind t heir recent  divorce. She said t he 

num ber ___________________ split  was an unexplainable Òcollapse of loveÓ 

for her husband. She also said her ___________________ public spot light  

since her form er  husbandÕs elect ion success was anot her m ajor reason. She 

___________________ in an exclusive int erv iew wit h a French newspaper  

the day after t he ElysŽe Palace broke t he news to t he French people. She 

told reporters:   "What  happened t o m e ___________________ m illions of  

ot her people.  Suddenly , your relat ionship wit h your part ner is no longer t he 

___________________ life. I t  no longer works. The reasons are [ puzzling] .Ó 

She added:  ÒI t  happens to lot s of people. ___________________."  

Mm e Sarkozy was ___________________ interview and spoke on a broad 

range of t opics. I n an em ot ional account  of  her m arr iage, she said t hat  bot h 

she and her husband had ___________________ t o salvage t heir  

relat ionship _______________________ m aking t hings work . She confessed 

that  liv ing in t he public eye for t he five m ont hs since t he elect ion had been 

intolerable for  her . She t alked of  being a quiet  person who Òlikes t he 

shadowsÓ and who prefers Ò___________________Ó to t he goldf ish bowl of  

French public life.  She explained how it  was different  for  her husband:  "For  

him , it 's like a v iolinist  who has been given a St radivar ius Ð 

___________________ he has t he opport unity t o pract ice his art ,"  she said.  

Mm e Sarkozy praised her husband as a "great  stat esm an" who would go on 

to do "m any t hings for  France" . 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôco l lap seÕ and Ôlov eÕ. 

co l lap se lov e 

  

  

  

  

• Share your findings with your partners. 
• Make quest ions using the words you found.  
• Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

• Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
• Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

• behind 
• split  
• hat red 
• poured 
• m illions 
• happens 

• open 
• lengths 
• eye 
• bowl 
• art  
• praised 
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STUDENT DI VORCE SURVEY 

Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  divorce in the table. Do t his in pairs. Each st udent  
m ust  writ e t he quest ions on his /  her own paper . 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 
   

Q.2. 
   

Q.3. 
   

Q.4. 
   

Q.5. 
   

• Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you 
found out . Change part ners oft en. 

• Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 

b)  What  is your opinion on divorce? 

c)  What  do you think the diff icult ies are being m arried to a count ryÕs 
leader? 

d)  Do you think Cecilia did the right  thing? 

e)  What  would people in your count ry think if your leader got  
divorced? 

f)  I s the collapse of love a good enough reason for divorce? 

g)  Do you think she could have stayed out  of the public spot light? 

h)  When was the last  t im e you poured your heart  out  about  
som ething? 

i)  I s your partner the m ost  essent ial thing in your life if you are 
m arried? 

!  -------------------------------------------------------------------- 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 

b)  When was the last  t im e you went  to great  lengths to do 
som ething? 

c)  Are you som eone who Òlikes the shadowsÓ? 

d)  Would you like to be m arried to a nat ional leader? 

e)  What  do you think it  would be like to live in a goldfish bowl? 

f)  Do you think Cecilia was jealous that  her husband had to spend 
m ore t ime on state affairs? 

g)  Do you think Nicolas Sarkozy will go on and do m any things for 
France? 

h)  What  quest ions would you like to ask Cecilia? 

i)  Did you like this discussion? 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

ÔCo l lap se o f  lov eÕ in  Sar k ozy  d iv o r ce 

Cecilia Sarkozy , ex -w ife of French President  Nicolas Sarkozy , has spoken  
(1)  ____ on t he reasons (2)  ____ t heir recent  divorce. She said t he num ber  
one fact or for t he split  was an unexplainable Òcollapse of loveÓ for her  
husband. She also said her hat red (3)  ____ being in t he public spot light  since 
her form er husbandÕs elect ion success was anot her m ajor reason. She 
poured her heart  (4)  ____ in an exclusive interv iew w it h a French newspaper  
the day after  t he ElysŽe Palace (5)  ____ t he news t o t he French people. She 
told reporters:   "What  happened t o m e has also happened t o m illions of ot her  
people.  Suddenly , your relat ionship wit h your part ner  is no longer t he  
(1)  ____ t hing in your  life. I t  no longer works.  The reasons are [ puzzling] .Ó 
She added:  ÒI t  happens to lot s of people. I t  j ust  happens."  

Mm e Sarkozy was very open in her interview and spoke on a broad range of  
topics. I n an em ot ional (7)  ____ of her m arr iage, she said t hat  bot h she and 
her husband had gone t o great  (8)  ____ to salvage t heir relat ionship and 
keep alive any hope of m ak ing (9)  ____ work . She confessed t hat  liv ing in 
the public eye for the five m ont hs since the elect ion had been int olerable for  
her . She t alked of being a quiet  person who Òlikes t he shadowsÓ and who 
prefers Òserenity and t ranquilit yÓ to t he goldf ish (10)  ____ of French public 
life.  She explained how it  was different  for her husband:  "For him , it 's like a 
v iolinist  who has been given a St radivarius Ð all of a (11)  ____ he has the 
opport unity  to pract ice his art ,"  she said. Mm e Sarkozy praised her  husband 
as a "great  stat esm an" who would go (12)  ____ t o do "m any things for  
France" . 

1. (a)  for (b)  of ( c)  in (d)  out  

2. (a)  front  (b)  ahead (c)  behind (d)  back 

3. (a)  of (b)  by ( c)  for (d)  in 

4. (a)  in (b)  out  ( c)  up (d)  down 

5. (a)  shat t ered (b)  snapped (c)  dam aged (d)  broke 

6. (a)  essent ial (b)  essence (c)  essent ially (d)  essent ials 

7. (a)  accounts (b)  account  ( c)  account ing  (d)  accountancy 

8. (a)  height s (b)  widths ( c)  lengths (d)  depths 

9. (a)  thing (b)  things ( c)  all  ( d)  thingy 

10. (a)  vase (b)  dish ( c)  cup (d)  bowl 

11. (a)  suddenness (b)  suddenly ( c)  sudden (d)  sodden 

12. (a)  on (b)  in ( c)  out  (d)  up 
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W RI TI NG:   
Write about  divorce for 10 m inutes. Correct  your part nerÕs paper . 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about  
the Sarkozys. Talk about what you discover with your partner(s)  in the 
next  lesson. 

3 . DI VORCE:  Make a poster about  divorce and how different  
religions and count ries view it . Show your poster to your classm ates in 
the next  lesson. Did you all include sim ilar things? 

4 . MAG AZ I NE ARTI CLE:  Write a m agazine art icle about a 
nat ional leader who got  divorced. Why did it  happen? What  was in the 
newspapers? I nclude im aginary interviews with both partners.  

Read what you wrote to your classmates in the next  lesson. Write 
down new words and expressions. 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to Cecilia Sarkozy. Ask her three 
quest ions about life in the goldfish bowl. Give her three pieces of 
advice on how to live her life from now. Read your let ter to your 
partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your 
quest ions. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. T c. T d. T e. T f. T g. F h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

1. spoken out  a. been frank 

2 split  b. break 

3. spot light  c. glare of publicit y  

4. essent ial d. v ital  

5. puzzling e. perplexing  

6. gone t o great  lengths f. bent  over backwards  

7. salvage g.  rescue  

8. int olerable h. unbearable  

9. serenit y i. calm  

10. t ranquilit y j . peacefulness  

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. spoken out  on t he reasons behind  a. their  recent  divorce 

2 her hat red of being in the  b. public spot light   

3. She poured her  c. heart  out   

4. the ElysŽe Palace broke t he  d. news t o t he French people  

5. no longer t he essent ial  e. thing in your life  

6. spoke on a broad  f. range of t opics  

7. gone t o great  lengths t o salvage  g.  their  relat ionship  

8. prefers serenit y  h. and t ranquilit y  

9. the goldfish bowl of i. French public life  

10. all of a sudden he  j . has the opport unit y  

GAP FI LL:  

ÔCo l l ap se  o f  l ov eÕ i n  Sar k ozy  d iv o r ce 
Cecilia Sarkozy, ex-wi fe of French President Nicolas Sarkozy , has spoken out on th e reasons b eh in d  th eir  
recent divorce. She said th e number one f a ct o r  for th e split wa s an unexplainable Òcollapse of loveÓ for  
her husband. She also said her h at r ed  of being in th e public spotl ight since her former husbandÕs electi on 
success wa s anoth er maj or reason. She p o u r ed  her heart out in an exclusive inte rv iew wi th  a French 
newspaper th e day afte r th e ElysŽe Palace b r o k e th e news to  th e French people. She to ld reporte rs:   
"What happened to  me has also happened to  m illions of other people.  Suddenly, your relati onship wi th  
your partn er is no lo n g er  th e essenti al th ing in your life. I t no longer wo rks. The reasons are [ p u zzl in g ] .Ó 
She added:  ÒI t happens to  lots  of people. I t just h ap p en s."  

Mme Sarkozy wa s very o p en  in her inte rv iew and spoke on a broad range of to pics. I n an emoti onal 
acco u n t  of her marriage, she said th at both  she and her husband had gone to  great length s t o sa l vag e  
th eir relati onship and keep alive any hope of making th ings wo rk. She confessed th at liv ing in th e public 
eye for th e f ive month s since th e electi on had been into lerable for her. She ta lked of being a quiet person 
wh o Òlikes th e sh ad o w sÓ and wh o prefers Òserenity  and tr anquility Ó to  th e goldfish bowl  of French public 
life. She explained how it wa s different for her husband:  "For him , it' s like a v io l in is t  wh o has been given 
a Str adivarius Ð all of a sudden he has th e opportu nity  t o practi ce his a r t ,"  she said. Mme Sarkozy praised 
her husband as a "great s t a t esm an " wh o wo uld go on to  do "many th ings for France". 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - d 2 -c 3 - a 4 - b 5 - d 6 - a 7 -b 8 - c 9 -b 10 - d 11 - c 12 - a 
 


