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THE ARTICLE 

China dam forces millions to move 

ChinaÕs highly cont roversial Three Gorges dam  project  has hit  the 

headlines for the wrong reasons again. Chinese state m edia 

announced four m illion m ore people have to m ove from  their hom es 

near the dam area. This latest  setback com es hot  on the heels of a 

warning a few weeks ago that :  " I f no prevent ive m easures are 

taken, the project  could lead to catast rophe". The new dam 

evacuees will join the 1.4 m illion who have already been forced to 

exit  their hom es, villages and livelihoods. This now m eans the 

nearby city of Chongqing will see it s populat ion increase by in 

excess of f ive m illion people over the com ing years. The cit yÕs 

deputy m ayor Yu Yuanm u stated the relocat ions were necessary to 

"protect  the ecology of the reservoir area, [ which]  has a vulnerable 

environment ."  

The dam  is part  of the worldÕs largest  hydro-elect r ic power project . 

I t  cost  a whopping 22 billion dollars to build. The reservoir st retches 

over 600 kilom et res behind the dam itself. I t  is the safety of the 

residents in this huge area that  the Chinese governm ent is anxious 

about . The head of const ruct ion for the dam , Wang Xiaofeng, 

warned:  "We cannot  let  our guard down with the ecological and 

environmental securit y problem s the Three Gorges project  has 

created."  The dam st ill has the potent ial for enorm ous 

environmental dam age. I n m any places, the banks of the m ighty 

Yangtze River are eroding, t r iggering dangerous landslides. There is 

also now the huge social cost  of a sm all, already over-populated cit y 

like Chongqing having to cope with such huge num bers of new and 

very poor arrivals. 
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WARM-UPS 

1. MOVING: Walk around t he class and talk to other  st udent s about  m oving.  
Change part ners often. Aft er  you f inish, sit  wit h your or iginal part ner( s)  and share 
what  you found out . 

2. CHAT: I n pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

cont roversy /  hit t ing the headlines /  dam s /  catast rophe /  livelihoods /  ecology /  
hydro- elect ricity  /  reservoirs /  env ironm ental dam age /  landslides /  coping 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3. COSTS/BENEFITS: Do the benefits of building t he Three Gorges dam  
outweigh the costs? Discuss this with your par tner(s) .  Use the point s below:  

¥ China get s cheap,  green and clean elect r icit y 
¥ Millions of people get  new lives by m oving from  the count ryside into the cit y 
¥ Whole ecosystem s are dest royed, being subm erged by the reservoir 
¥ Tens of t housands of jobs are created 
¥ Engineers learn a great  deal about  hydro- elect ricity  and dam  const ruct ion 
¥ A huge environm ental catast rophe is wait ing to happen 

4. THOSE INVOLVED: I s everyone happy w ith the dam ? What  are t he 
thoughts of those involved /  affected? Discuss w ith your par tner(s) . 

¥ ChinaÕs president  
¥ a peasant  relocated to t he city 
¥ a farm er whose land was f looded 
¥ a f ish wit h a bigger place to sw im  

¥ a local environm entalist  
¥ the const ruct ion com pany boss 
¥ a cit y  resident  
¥ the average Chinese person 

5. CATASTROPHE: Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of t he different  
words you associate with the word Ôcatast ropheÕ.  Share your words w ith your  
part ner( s)  and talk about  them . Together,  put  t he words into d ifferent  categories. 

6. QUICK DEBATE: Students A th ink the Three Gorges dam  project  should 
be reversed and nature returned as it  was.  Students B believe aft er spending $22  
billion,  the proj ect  should cont inue.  Debate this with your  par tners. Change partners 
oft en. 
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BEFORE READING / LISTENING 

1. TRUE / FALSE: Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. A Chinese dam  has received negat ive headlines for t he f irst  t im e. T /  F 

b. Four m illion people have t o m ove from  t he count ryside t o t he cit y . T /  F 

c. Four m illion people have already lost  t heir land and livelihoods. T /  F 

d. An off icial said t he relocat ions w ill help prot ect  t he env ironm ent . T /  F 

e. The dam  project  cost  nearly 2 .2 billion dollars to build. T /  F 

f.  The area flooded to m ake t he dam  extends for  m ore t han 600km . T /  F 

g. The dam  is t hreat ening t he safety  of  ChinaÕs Yangtze River . T /  F 

h. The cit y t ak ing in t he evacuees has t he infrast ruct ure t o cope. T /  F 

2. SYNONYM MATCH: Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. highly a. extends 

2 setback b. disaster 

3. hot  on t he heels of c. set t ing off 

4. catast rophe d. huge 

5. vulnerable e. hit ch 

6. whopping f.  eat ing away at  

7. st ret ches g. suscept ible 

8. eroding h. exceedingly 

9. t r igger ing i.  m anage 

10. cope j .  very  soon aft er 

3. PHRASE MATCH: Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

1. hit  t he  a. on the heels of a warning 

2 This lat est  setback com es hot   b. behind the dam  itself 

3. I f  no prevent ive  c. to catast rophe 

4. the project  could lead  d. are eroding 

5. increase by in  e. with such huge num bers 

6. É st ret ches over  600 k ilom et res f.  m easures are taken 

7. We cannot  let  our  guard  g. excess of f ive m illion 

8. the banks of the m ight y Yangtze River  h. dangerous landslides 

9. t r igger ing  i.  headlines 

10. having to cope  j .  down 
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WHILE READING / LISTENING 

GAP FILL: Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

China dam forces millions to move 

ChinaÕs __________ cont roversial Three Gorges dam  

project  has hit  t he headlines for  t he wrong __________ 

again. Chinese st ate m edia announced four m illion m ore 

people have t o m ove from  t heir hom es near t he dam  area. 

This latest  __________ com es hot  on the heels of a 

warning a few weeks ago t hat :  " I f  no prevent ive 

__________ are taken, t he project  could lead t o 

cat ast rophe" . The new dam  evacuees w ill j oin t he 1.4 

m illion who have already been forced t o exit  t heir hom es, 

v illages and __________. This now m eans t he nearby cit y  

of Chongqing w ill see it s populat ion increase by in 

__________ of f ive m illion people over  t he com ing years.  

The cit yÕs deputy m ayor  Yu Yuanm u stat ed the __________ 

were necessary to "protect  t he ecology of t he reservoir  

area, [ which]  has a __________ env ironm ent ."  
  

  

relocat ions 

set back 

livelihoods 

reasons 

vulnerable 

highly 

excess 

m easures 

 

The dam  is part  of t he wor ldÕs largest  __________ -elect r ic 

power project . I t  cost  a whopping 22 billion dollars t o build.  

The __________ st ret ches over 600 kilom et res behind t he 

dam  it self.  I t  is t he safety  of t he __________ in t his huge 

area t hat  t he Chinese governm ent  is anx ious about .  The 

head of  const ruct ion for t he dam , Wang Xiaofeng, warned:  

"We cannot  let  our __________ down wit h t he ecological 

and env ironm ent al secur it y problem s t he Three Gorges 

project  has created."  The dam  st ill has t he __________ for  

enorm ous env ironm ent al dam age. I n m any places, t he 

banks of  t he __________ Yangtze River are eroding, 

t r igger ing dangerous __________. There is also now t he 

huge social cost  of a sm all, already  over-populated cit y  like 

Chongqing having t o __________ w it h such huge num bers 

of new and very poor ar r ivals. 

  

m ighty 

reservoir 

cope 

pot ent ial 

hydro 

resident s 

landslides 

gu ard 
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LISTENING 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

China dam forces millions to move 

ChinaÕs highly cont roversial Three Gorges dam  project  ________________ 

for t he wrong reasons again. Chinese ________________ announced four  

m illion m ore people have t o m ove from  t heir hom es near t he dam  area. This 

latest  setback com es ________________ of a warning a few weeks ago t hat :  

" I f no prevent ive m easures are taken, t he project  could 

________________" . The new dam  evacuees will j oin t he 1.4 m illion who 

have already been forced t o exit  t heir  hom es, ________________. This now  

m eans t he nearby cit y of Chongqing will see it s populat ion 

________________ f ive m illion people over t he com ing years. The cit yÕs 

deput y m ayor Yu Yuanm u st ated t he relocat ions were necessary t o "prot ect  

the ecology of t he reservoir area, [ which]  ________________ environm ent ."   

The dam  ____________________ largest  hydro-elect r ic power project . I t  

cost  a whopping 22 billion dollars t o build.  The reservoir st ret ches over 600  

kilom et res ____________________. I t  is t he safety of t he resident s in t his 

huge area t hat  t he Chinese governm ent  ________________. The head of  

const ruct ion for  t he dam , Wang Xiaofeng, warned:  "We cannot  

________________ wit h t he ecological and environm ent al secur it y problem s 

the Three Gorges project  has creat ed."  The dam  st ill ________________ 

enorm ous environm ental dam age. I n m any  places, t he banks of t he m ighty  

Yangtze River _____________________ dangerous landslides.  There is also 

now t he huge social cost  of a sm all, already over-populated cit y like 

Chongqing ____________________ such huge num bers of  new and very  

poor arr ivals. 
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AFTER READING / LISTENING 

1. WORD SEARCH: Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
‘wrong’ and ‘reason’. 

wrong reason 

  

  

  

  

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2. ARTICLE QUESTIONS: Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3. GAP FILL: I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4. VOCABULARY: Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5. TEST EACH OTHER: Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ hit  
¥ hot  
¥ lead to 
¥ exit  
¥ excess 
¥ ecology 

¥ part  
¥ it self 
¥ anxious 
¥ guard 
¥ m ighty 
¥ cope 
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STUDENT MOVING SURVEY 
Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  m ov ing house /  cit y in t he t able. Do t his in pairs. 
Each st udent  m ust  wr ite t he quest ions on his /  her own paper. 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 
   

Q.2. 
   

Q.3. 
   

Q.4. 
   

Q.5. 
   

¥ Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you 
found out . Change part ners oft en. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 



China dam  forces m illions t o m ove Ð 15th   October, 2007 

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com 
9 

DISCUSSION 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 

b)  Are you surprised at  the num bers of people who have to m ove? 

c)  What  do you know about  the Three Gorges dam ? 

d)  How would you feel if your governm ent  m oved you to a new city? 

e)  What  k ind of catast rophe m ight  the dam cause? 

f)  Do you think the people who lost  their livelihoods received 
com pensat ion from  the Chinese governm ent? 

g)  How do you think a medium-sized cit y can cope with the arrival of 
f ive m illion new residents? 

h)  Do you think people liv ing alongside the reservoir would dam age 
the ecology of the area, as the deputy m ayor claimed? 

i)  Do you think the benefit s of building this dam  outweigh the costs? 

✄ -------------------------------------------------------------------- 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 

b)  Which is m ore im portant , the creat ion of clean and green power 
or the livelihoods of f ive m illion people? 

c)  Do you think polit icians have the right  to f lood a huge area of land 
and forever change it s landscape and ecosystem s? 

d)  Why do polit icians care m ore about  projects than people? 

e)  Do you think the Chinese government is really anxious about the 
safety of the people it  is relocat ing? 

f)  I s the Chinese governm ent  act ing responsibly by building projects 
that  reduce carbon em issions? 

g)  What  will happen to the five m illion who m ove to Chongqing? 

h)  What  quest ions would you like to ask those who planned and 
approved the Three Gorges dam  project? 

i)  Did you like this discussion? 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT WORD: Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

China dam forces millions to move 

ChinaÕs (1)  ____ cont roversial Three Gorges dam  project  has hit  t he 
headlines for t he wrong reasons again. Chinese state m edia announced four  
m illion (2)  ____  people have t o m ove from  their hom es near t he dam  area.  
This latest  setback com es (3)  ____ on t he heels of a warning a few weeks 
ago t hat :  " I f  no prevent ive m easures are taken, t he project  could lead t o 
cat ast rophe" . The new dam  (4)  ____ will j oin the 1.4 m illion who have 
already been forced to exit  t heir hom es, v illages and livelihoods. This now 
m eans t he nearby cit y of  Chongqing will see it s populat ion increase by in 
excess (5)  ____ five m illion people over  the (6)  ____ years.  The cit yÕs 
deput y m ayor Yu Yuanm u st ated t he relocat ions were necessary t o "prot ect  
the ecology of t he reservoir area, [ which]  has a vulnerable env ironm ent ."   

The dam  is part  of t he wor ldÕs largest  ( 7)  ____ -elect r ic power  project . I t  
cost  a whopping 22 billion dollars t o build.  The reservoir st ret ches over 600  
kilom et res behind t he dam  it self.  I t  is t he safety  of t he resident s in t his huge 
area t hat  t he Chinese governm ent  (8)  ____ anx ious about . The head of  
const ruct ion for t he dam , Wang Xiaofeng, warned:  "We cannot  let  our guard 
(9)  ____ wit h t he ecological and environm ent al secur it y problem s t he Three 
Gorges project  has creat ed."  The dam  st ill has t he potent ial ( 10)  ____ 
enorm ous environm ent al dam age. I n m any places, t he (11)  ____ of t he 
m ighty Yangtze River are eroding, t r iggering dangerous landslides. There is 
also now t he huge social cost  of a sm all,  already over-populated cit y like 
Chongqing (12)  ____ to cope w it h such huge num bers of  new and very  poor  
ar r ivals. 

1. (a)  high (b)  heightened (c)  height s (d)  highly 

2. (a)  m ore (b)  far ther ( c)  again (d)  m ost ly 

3. (a)  tepid (b)  boiling ( c)  hot  (d)  warm  

4. (a)  evacuates (b)  evacuees ( c)  evacuate (d)  evacuat ion 

5. (a)  in (b)  of ( c)  out  (d)  down 

6. (a)  arriving (b)  going ( c)  com ing (d)  reaching 

7. (a)  hydrogen (b)  hydraulic ( c)  hydrant   (d)  hydro 

8. (a)  is (b)  being ( c)  are (d)  very 

9. (a)  down (b)  up ( c)  secur it y   (d)  m an 

10. (a)  to (b)  by ( c)  for (d)  with 

11. (a)  bonkers (b)  bankers ( c)  bunkers (d)  banks 

12. (a)  have (b)  having ( c)  has (d)  had 
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WRITING:   
Write about  dam s for 10 m inutes. Correct  your part nerÕs paper. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEWORK 

1. VOCABULARY EXTENSION: Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2. INTERNET: Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about  
the Three Gorges dam . Talk about what you discover with your 
partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3. POWER: Make a poster about different  power projects taking 
place around the world. What  are their costs and benefit s? Show your 
poster to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Did you all include sim ilar 
things? 

4. MAGAZINE ARTICLE: Write a m agazine art icle about  whether 
projects or people are m ore im portant . I nclude im aginary interviews 
with an environm entalist  and a const ruct ion boss.  

Read what you wrote to your classmates in the next  lesson. Write 
down new words and expressions. 

5. LETTER: Write a let ter to the Chinese leaders. Ask them  three 
quest ions about  the safety of the dam  and it s negat ive im pact  on the 
environment . Give them  three pieces of advice on how to im prove the 
situat ion. Read your let ter to your partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your 
partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. 



China dam  forces m illions t o m ove Ð 15th   October, 2007 

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com 
13 

ANSWERS 
TRUE / FALSE: 

a. F b. T c. F d. T e. F f. T g. T h.  F 

SYNONYM MATCH: 

1. highly a. exceedingly 

2 setback b. hit ch  

3. hot  on t he heels of c. very soon after 

4. catast rophe d. disaster   

5. vulnerable e. suscept ible  

6. whopping f. huge  

7. st retches g.  extends  

8. eroding h. eat ing away at   

9. t r igger ing i. set t ing off  

10. cope j . ma nage  

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. hit  t he  a. headlines 

2 This latest  setback  com es hot   b. on the heels of a warning  

3. I f no prevent ive  c. me asures are taken  

4. the project  could lead  d. to catast rophe  

5. increase by in  e. excess of five m ill ion 

6. É st ret ches over 600 kilome t res f. behind the dam  it self  

7. We cannot  let  our guard  g.  down  

8. the banks of  the mi ghty Yangt ze River  h. are eroding  

9. t r igger ing  i. dangerous landslides  

10. hav ing t o cope  j . with such huge numb ers  

GAP FILL: 

China dam forces millions to move 
ChinaÕs highly contr oversial Three Gorges dam project has hit th e headlines for th e wr ong reasons 
again. Chinese sta te  media announced four m ill ion more people have to  move from th eir homes near th e 
dam area. This late st setback comes hot on th e heels of a wa rning a few we eks ago th at:  " I f  no 
preventi ve measures are ta ken, th e project could lead to  cata str ophe" . The new dam evacuees wi ll join  
th e 1.4 m ill ion wh o have already been forced to  ex it th eir homes, v il lages and livelihoods. This now 
means th e nearby city  of Chongqing wi ll see its  populati on increase by in excess of f ive m ill ion people 
over th e com ing years. The city Õs deputy  mayor Yu Yuanmu sta te d th e relocations we re necessary to  
"prote ct th e ecology of th e reservoir area, [ wh ich]  has a vulnerable environment. "  

The dam is part of th e worldÕs largest hydro-electr ic powe r project. I t cost a wh opping 22 billion dollars t o 
build. The reservoir st retches over 600 k ilometr es behind t he dam itself. I t  is t he safety  of th e residents 
in th is huge area th at th e Chinese government is anxious about. The head of constr uct ion for th e dam,  
Wang Xiaofeng, wa rned:  "We cannot let our guard down  wi th  th e ecological and environmenta l security  
problems th e Three Gorges project has create d."  The dam sti ll has th e potential for enormous 
environmenta l damage. I n many places, th e banks of th e mighty Yangt ze River are eroding, tr iggering 
dangerous landslides. There is also now th e huge social cost of a small, already over-populate d city  like 
Chongqing having to  cope wi th  such huge numbers of new and very poor arr ivals. 

LANGUAGE WORK 

1 - d 2 -a 3 - c 4 - b 5 - b 6 - c 7 -d 8 - a 9 -a 10 - c 11 - d 12 - b 
 


