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THE ARTI CLE 

Tu r k ey  u p set  b y  US Ôg en ocid eÕ v o t e  

Turkey has condem ned a bill passed by US lawm akers that  

describes m ass killings of Arm enians during WWI  as genocide. The 

Turkish public and m edia are up in arm s over the decision as they 

claim  there was no such widescale k illing. The Foreign Affairs 

Com m it tee passed the bill by a vote of 27-21 despite intense 

lobbying by Turkish diplom ats. President  Bush had also warned that  

it  could harm  US-Turkish relat ions, and thus US efforts in I raq. He 

said there was already tension between the two nat ions over 

accusat ions that  the USA is unwilling to help Turkey crack down on 

Kurdish rebels based in I raq. The US is keen to keep the north of 

I raq stable, which means it  needs the help of the Kurds. Turkish 

officials say Kurdish terrorist  groups inside I raq carry out  frequent 

at tacks inside Turkey. 

The cont roversial bill is a v ictory for Arm enian-Am ericans who 

wanted the killing of 1.5 m illion Arm enians during WWI  recognized 

as genocide. They claim the deaths were at  the hands of Ot tom an 

Turks and was the first  genocide of the twent ieth century. TurkeyÕs 

President  Abdullah Gul was furious with the decision, saying:  

"Unfortunately, som e polit icians in the US have once again sacrificed 

im portant  m at ters to pet ty domest ic polit ics, despite all calls to 

com m on sense." TurkeyÕs m edia also st rongly condem ned the bill.  

The ÒVatanÓ newspaper described those who voted for the bill as "27 

foolish Am ericans,"  while the ÒHurriyetÓ called the resolut ion a "bill 

of hat red." The US Em bassy in Turkey has urged Am ericans to be 

prepared for the possibilit y of a v iolent  backlash. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . GENOCI DE:  Walk around t he class and talk t o other st udent s about  
genocide.  Change part ners oft en.  Aft er you fin ish, sit  w ith your  original par tner(s)  
and share what  you found out . 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

lawmakers / the media / being up in arms / lobbying / tension / rebels / 
controversial bills / important matters / petty issues / fools / violent backlashes 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3 . TENSI ONS:  Make a list  of t he t ensions the USA has w it h t hese count ries.  
Discuss w ith your part ner( s)  how these t ensions should be resolved.  Do the sam e for  
your  count ry  and t he tensions it  has w ith other count ries. 

Cou n t r i es So l u t i o n s t o  r eso lv e t h em  

Cuba 

Russia 

I ran 

Colom bia 

North Korea 

China 

 

4 . LOBBYI N G:  Do you t hink governm ents list en to lobbyists and do what  they 
ask? What  m ight  these interested par t ies ask of t he US governm ent? Discuss with 
your par tner(s) . 

¥ farm ers 
¥ the Chr ist ian Right  
¥ car m akers 
¥ tobacco com panies 

¥ weapons m anufacturers 
¥ Jewish groups 
¥ Mexican-Am ericans 
¥ the Nat ional Rifle Associat ion 

5 . I NTERNAT I ONAL  RELAT I ON S:  Spend one m inute writ ing down 
all of the different  words you associate with int ernat ional relat ions. Share your words 
with your part ner( s)  and talk  about  them . Together,  put  t he words int o d ifferent  
categories. 

6 . QUI CK DEBAT E:  Students A t hink the USA was t otally  w rong to pass the 
bill that  recognized genocide in Arm enia.  Students B believe genocide should always 
be recognized. Debate t his wit h your part ners.  Change part ners oft en. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. US polit icians recognized Turkey was guilt y of genocide in WWI . T /  F 

b. TurkeyÕs m edia accept  t his but  t he public is furious. T /  F 

c. President  Bush weighed in w it h his full support  behind t he bill. T /  F 

d. The USA needs Turkey  to help f ight  Kurdish rebels inside of I raq. T /  F 

e. The cont roversy is over t he deat hs of 1 .5 m illion Arm enians. T /  F 

f.  TurkeyÕs president s accused US lawm akers of t r iv ialit y . T /  F 

g. TurkeyÕs press descr ibed t hose who voted in t he bill as foolish. T /  F 

h. Am ericans in Turkey m ay have t o prepare for ret aliat ion. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. condem ned a. calm  

2 up in arm s b. retaliat ion 

3. lobbying c. t r iv ial 

4. accusat ions d. furious 

5. stable e. abandoned 

6. cont roversial f. allegat ions 

7. sacr if iced g. denounced 

8. pet ty h. called on 

9. urged i. pressur ing 

10. back lash j. disputed 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

1. Turkey has condem ned a bill  a. by Turkish dip lom ats 

2 The Turkish public and m edia are up in  b. for Arm enian- Am ericans 

3. despit e int ense lobbying c. violent  back lash 

4. tension between t he two nat ions over   d. passed by US lawm akers 

5. The US is keen to  e. hands of Ot t om an Turks 

6. The cont roversial bill is a vict ory   f. keep t he north of I raq stable 

7. They claim  t he deaths were at  the  g. accusat ions that  the USAÉ  

8. sacr if iced im portant  m at t ers t o  h. "bill of hat red"  

9. the ÒHurriyetÓ called the resolut ion a  i. arm s over t he decision 

10. be prepared for  the possibilit y  of a  j. pet ty  dom est ic polit ics 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Tu r k ey  u p set  b y  US Ôg en ocid eÕ v o t e  

Turkey has condem ned a bill __________ by US lawm akers 

that  descr ibes __________ k illings of  Arm enians dur ing 

WWI  as genocide. The Turk ish public and m edia are up in 

arm s over t he decision as t hey __________ there was no 

such widescale k illing. The Foreign Affairs Com m it tee 

passed t he bill by a __________ of 27-21 despit e intense 

lobbying by Turkish diplom at s. President  Bush had also 

warned t hat  it  could harm  US-Turkish relat ions,  and t hus US 

__________ in I raq. He said t here was already tension 

between t he two nat ions over accusat ions t hat  t he USA is 

__________ t o help Turkey crack  __________ on Kurdish 

rebels based in I raq. The US is keen t o keep t he nort h of  

I raq __________, which m eans it  needs t he help of  t he 

Kurds. Turkish officials say  Kurdish t er ror ist  groups inside 

I raq carry out  frequent  at t acks inside Turkey. 
  

  

claim 

mass 

down 

vote 

stable 

passed 

unwilling 

efforts 

 

The cont roversial bill is a __________ for Arm enian-

Am ericans who wanted t he killing of 1 .5 m illion Arm enians 

dur ing WWI  recognized as genocide. They claim  t he deat hs 

were at  t he __________ of Ot t om an Turks and was the first  

genocide of the twent iet h cent ury. TurkeyÕs President  

Abdullah Gul was __________ w it h t he decision, saying:  

"Unfort unately,  som e polit icians in t he US have once again 

__________ im portant  m at ters t o pet t y dom est ic polit ics,  

despite all calls t o __________ sense."  TurkeyÕs m edia also 

st rongly condem ned t he bill. The ÒVatanÓ newspaper  

descr ibed t hose who voted for t he bill as "27 __________ 

Am ericans,"  while t he ÒHurr iyetÓ called t he resolut ion a "bill 

of __________."  The US Em bassy in Turkey has urged 

Am ericans to be prepared for t he possibilit y  of a v iolent  

__________. 

  

hatred 

common 

furious 

foolish 

sacrificed 

backlash 

victory 

hands 
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Tu r k ey  u p set  b y  US Ôg en ocid eÕ v o t e  

Turkey has _____________________ by US lawm akers t hat  descr ibes m ass 

killings of Arm enians dur ing WWI  as genocide. The Turkish public and m edia 

_____________________ decision as t hey  claim  t here was no such 

widescale k illing. The Foreign Affairs Com m it t ee passed t he bill by  a vote of  

27-21 ________________________ Turk ish diplom ats.  President  Bush had 

also warned t hat  it  could harm  US-Turkish relat ions,  

_____________________ I raq. He said t here was already t ension bet ween 

the t wo nat ions over accusat ions that  t he USA is unwilling 

_____________________ on Kurdish rebels based in I raq. The US is keen t o 

keep t he nort h of I raq stable, which m eans it  needs t he help of t he Kurds. 

Turkish officials say  Kurdish t er ror ist  groups inside I raq 

_____________________ inside Turkey . 

The cont roversial bill is a v ict ory for Arm enian-Am er icans 

_____________________ 1.5 m illion Arm enians dur ing WWI  recognized as 

genocide. They  claim  t he deat hs _____________________ Ot t om an Turks 

and was t he f irst  genocide of  t he t went iet h cent ury . TurkeyÕs President  

Abdullah Gul was _____________________, say ing:  "Unfort unately, som e 

polit icians in t he US have once again sacr ificed im portant  m at t ers t o pet t y  

dom est ic polit ics, despit e ________________________."  TurkeyÕs m edia 

also st rongly condem ned t he bill. The ÒVatanÓ newspaper descr ibed t hose 

who voted for t he bill as "27 foolish Am er icans,"  while t he ÒHurriyetÓ called 

the resolut ion a "_____________________."  The US Em bassy in Turkey  has 

urged Am ericans t o be ________________________ of a v iolent  back lash. 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôcom m on Õ and Ôsen seÕ. 

com m on  sen se 

  

  

  

  

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ condem ned 
¥ arm s 
¥ intense 
¥ efforts 
¥ crack 
¥ frequent  

¥ v ictory 
¥ hands 
¥ furious 
¥ pet ty 
¥ foolish 
¥ backlash 
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STUDENT GENOCI DE SURVEY 

Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  genocide in t he table. Do t his in pairs. Each 
st udent  m ust  writ e t he quest ions on his /  her own paper . 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 
   

Q.2. 
   

Q.3. 
   

Q.4. 
   

Q.5. 
   

¥ Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you 
found out . Change part ners oft en. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 

b)  Are you surprised US lawm akers passed the genocide bill? 

c)  Do you think they should have passed it  when the US needs 
TurkeyÕs help in I raq? 

d)  Do you think relat ions between the USA and Turkey will be 
repaired quickly? 

e)  Why do you think US polit icians decided now was the t im e to pass 
the genocide bill? 

f)  What  do you think of the idea of conduct ing an internat ional 
inquiry to find the exact  t ruth surrounding the WWI  killings? 

g)  Seventy percent  of US air t raffic for the war in I raq passes 
through Turkey. How dam aging could Turkish retaliat ion be? 

h)  Do you think Turkey will forget  about the genocide bill after som e 
t im e passes under the bridge? 

i)  What  do you know about  the other genocides? 

!  -------------------------------------------------------------------- 

STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 

b)  How do you think Arm enians are feeling right  now? 

c)  I s it  im portant  to have the killings recognized (or not)  as 
genocide? 

d)  What  Òpet ty dom est ic polit icsÓ do you think President Gul means? 

e)  Do you think the lawm akers who voted for the bill were ÒfoolishÓ? 

f)  Why do you think the Turkish press said it  was a Òbill of hat redÓ? 

g)  Would you be worried if you were an Am erican living in Turkey? 

h)  What  tensions does your count ry have with the USA? 

i)  Did you like this discussion? 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

Tu r k ey  u p set  b y  US Ôg en ocid eÕ v o t e  

Turkey  has condem ned a bill passed by US lawm akers t hat  describes m ass 
killings of Arm enians dur ing WWI  (1)  _____ genocide. The Turk ish public and 
m edia are (2)  _____ in arm s over  t he decision as t hey claim  t here was no 
such w idescale k illing. The Foreign Affairs Com m it t ee passed t he bill by a 
vote of 27-21 despite intense (3)  _____ by Turk ish diplom at s. President  
Bush had also warned t hat  it  could harm  US-Turk ish relat ions, and (4)  _____ 
US effort s in I raq. He said t here was already tension between t he two nat ions 
over accusat ions that  t he USA is unwilling t o help Turkey crack (5)  _____ on 
Kurdish rebels based in I raq. The US is keen t o keep t he nort h of I raq stable,  
which m eans it  needs t he help of t he Kurds. Turkish off icials say Kurdish 
terrorist  groups inside I raq carry (6)  _____ frequent  at tacks inside Turkey . 

The cont roversial bill is a v ict ory (7)  _____ Arm enian-Am er icans who wanted 
the k illing of 1.5 m illion Arm enians dur ing WWI  recognized as genocide. They  
claim  t he deat hs were at  t he (8)  _____ of  Ot t om an Turks and was t he first  
genocide of t he twent iet h cent ury . TurkeyÕs President  Abdullah Gul was 
furious wit h t he decision, say ing:  "Unfort unately,  som e polit icians in t he US 
have once again sacrificed im portant  m at ters t o (9)  _____ dom est ic polit ics,  
despite all calls to (10)  _____ sense."  TurkeyÕs m edia also st rongly  
condem ned t he bill. The ÒVat anÓ newspaper  descr ibed (11)  _____ who vot ed 
for  t he bill as "27 foolish Am er icans,"  while t he ÒHurr iyetÓ called t he 
resolut ion a "bill of hat red."  The US Em bassy in Turkey  has urged Am er icans 
to be prepared for  t he possibilit y  of a v iolent  (12)  _____. 

1. (a)  to (b)  by ( c)  as (d)  of 

2. (a)  up (b)  left  ( c)  down (d)  right  

3. (a)  bobbing (b)  ent rance ( c)  lobby (d)  lobbying 

4. (a)  this (b)  thus ( c)  these (d)  those 

5. (a)  in (b)  up ( c)  out  (d)  down 

6. (a)  out  (b)  for ( c)  in (d)  on 

7. (a)  with (b)  for ( c)  as  (d)  such 

8. (a)  toes (b)  fingers ( c)  hands (d)  feet  

9. (a)  put t y (b)  pity ( c)  pret t y   (d)  pet ty 

10. (a)  com m unity (b)  com m unal ( c)  com m on (d)  com m ons 

11. (a)  those (b)  these ( c)  thus (d)  them  

12. (a)  whiplash (b)  back lash ( c)  eyelash (d)  lashing 
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W RI TI NG:   
Write about  global tensions for 10 m inut es. Correct  your par t nerÕs paper . 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about  
the killing of the Arm enians during WWI . Talk about  what  you discover 
with your partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3 . GENOCI DES:  Make a poster about  the different  genocides of the 
twent ieth century. Write about what  we should learn from  these. Show 
your poster to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Did you all include 
sim ilar things? 

4 . MA GAZ I NE ARTI CLE:  Write a m agazine art icle about  war and 
genocide and whether both will cont inue in the future. I nclude 
im aginary interviews with an opt im ist  and a pessim ist .  

Read what you wrote to your classmates in the next  lesson. Write 
down new words and expressions. 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to the Turkish president . Ask him  three 
quest ions about the bill passed by the US lawm akers. Give him  three 
pieces of advice on how to im prove relat ions with the USA. Read your 
let ter to your partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will 
answer your quest ions. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. T b. F c. F d. F e. T f. T g. T h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

1. condem ned a. denounced 

2 up in arm s b. fur ious 

3. lobbying c. pressur ing 

4. accusat ions d. allegat ions  

5. stable e. calm  

6. cont roversial f. disputed  

7. sacr ificed g. abandoned  

8. pet t y h. t r iv ial  

9. urged i. called on  

10. backlash j. retaliat ion  

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. Turkey has condem ned a bill  a. passed by  US lawma kers 

2 The Turk ish public and me dia are up in  b. arm s over t he decision  

3. despite intense lobbying c. by Turkish diplom ats  

4. tension between t he t wo nat ions over  d. accusat ions that  the USAÉ  

5. The US is keen t o  e. keep t he north of I raq stable  

6. The cont roversial bill is a vict ory  f. for  Arm enian-Ame r icans  

7. They  claim the deat hs were at  t he  g. hands of Ot tom an Turks  

8. sacr ificed imp ortant  m at ters t o  h. pet t y dom est ic polit ics  

9. the ÒHurr iyetÓ called the resolut ion a  i. "b ill of hat red"  

10. be prepared for t he possibilit y of a  j. violent  backlash  

GAP FI LL:  

Tu r k ey  u p set  b y  US Ôg en o cid eÕ v o t e 
Turkey has condemned a bill p assed  by US lawmakers th at describes m ass k illings of Armenians dur ing 
WWI  as genocide. The Turk ish public and media are up in arms over th e decision as th ey cla im  th ere wa s 
no such wi descale k illing. The Foreign Affairs Com mitte e passed th e bill by a vo t e of 27 -21 despite  
inte nse lobbying by Turk ish diplomats . President Bush had also wa rned th at it could harm  US-Turk ish 
relati ons, and th us US ef f o r t s  in I raq. He said th ere wa s already te nsion betwe en th e two  nati ons over 
accusati ons th at th e USA is u n w i l l in g  to  help Turkey crack d o w n  on Kurdish rebels based in I raq. The US 
is keen to  keep th e north  of I raq st ab le, wh ich means it needs th e help of th e Kurds. Turk ish off icials say  
Kurdish te rror ist groups inside I raq carry out frequent atta cks inside Turkey. 

The contr oversial bill is a v ict o r y  for Armenian-Americans who wa nte d th e k illing of 1.5 m illion Armenians 
during WWI  recognized as genocide. They claim  th e death s we re at th e h an d s of Otto man Turks and wa s 
th e f irst genocide of th e twe nti eth  centu ry. TurkeyÕs President Abdullah Gul wa s f u r io u s wi th  th e decision,  
saying:  "Unfortu nate ly , some politi cians in th e US have once again sacr i f iced  importa nt matte rs to  petty  
domesti c politi cs, despite  all calls to  co m m o n  sense."  TurkeyÕs media also str ongly condemned th e bill. 
The ÒVata nÓ newspaper described th ose wh o vote d for th e bill as "27 f o o l ish  Americans,"  wh ile th e 
ÒHurriyetÓ called th e resoluti on a "bill of h at r ed ."  The US Embassy in Turkey has urged Americans to  be 
prepared for th e possibility  of a v iolent b ack lash . 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - c 2 -a 3 - d 4 - b 5 - d 6 - a 7 -b 8 - c 9 -d 10 - c 11 - a 12 - b 
 


