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THE ARTI CLE 

Bu r m ese m o n k s m ar ch  f o r  f r eed om  

As m any as 10,000 people m arched through the st reets of the 

Burm ese capital Rangoon on Sunday. They were taking part  in a 

peaceful protest  against  Burm aÕs military regim e. I t  was the sixth 

day that  Burm aÕs Buddhist  m onks have led the protests, which are 

being called the saffron- robed rebellion after the colour of the robes 

the m onks wear. SundayÕs m arch ended at  Burm aÕs holiest  site, the 

Shwedagon Pagoda. More than 300 nuns joined them for the first  

t im e, as well as thousands of followers from  the villages surrounding 

Rangoon. Burm aÕs governm ent  usually sends in it s Arm y to stop 

such protests, usually brutally, and put  in prison anyone voicing 

opposit ion against  the regime. However, the count ryÕs leaders are 

unsure how to deal with protest ing m onks, who are highly regarded 

in Burm a. 

The protestors v isited the house of Aung San Suu Kyi on Saturday. 

She has been held under house arrest  since May 2003. The m ilitary 

leaders refuse to accept  her elect ion success and have done their 

best  for m any years to keep her quiet . She won The Nobel Peace 

Prize for her efforts in t rying to bring dem ocracy to Burm a. She 

repeatedly sm iled at  the m onks and said ÒsanduÓ to them  Ð Òwell 

doneÓ in Burm ese. Eye-witnesses also report  she cried with joy 

when they departed. The m onks left  carry ing banners that  read 

"Unt ruth will be overcom e by t ruth,"  and " I njust ice will be overcom e 

by just ice."  Other protestors shouted slogans such as "Free Aung 

San Suu Kyi."  No one knows which way the situat ion will swing, but  

m any hope this will be Burm aÕs final, and successful, push for 

freedom . 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . PROTESTS:  Walk around the class and talk  to other  student s about  
protest s.  Change partners oft en.  Aft er  you f inish,  sit  with your  orig inal par tner(s)  
and share what  you found out . 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

marching / protests / military regimes / holy sites / voicing opposition / monks / 
house arrest / election success / Nobel Peace Prize / democracy / truth / slogans 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3 . QUI CK ROLE PLAY :  Students A are the leader of Burm aÕs governm ent;  
Students B are a protest ing m onk.  Role play a m eet ing between t hem . Aft er  the role 
play,  talk  about  your roles Ð do you really  believe what  you said? 

4 . PROTESTS:  With your partner( s) , talk about  which of these issues would  
bring you t o m arch in t he st reet s:  

¥ food price increases 
¥ the war in I raq 
¥ huge spending on nuclear  arm s 
¥ the banning of football 

¥ the end of elect ions 
¥ racial or  relig ious issues 
¥ the end of secular  ru le  
¥ other ____________________ 

5 . BANNERS:  With your part ner( s) ,  talk  about  these banners.  Do you agree 
with t hem ? 

¥ "Unt ruth will be overcom e by t ruth"  
¥ " I nj ust ice will be overcom e by just ice"  
¥ ÒPoor English will be overcom e by lot s of hom eworkÓ 
¥ ÒTerror ism  will be overcom e by George W. BushÓ 
¥ ÒPovert y will be overcom e by globalizat ionÓ 
¥ ÒZim babweÕs w ill be overcom e by Zim babweÕs peopleÓ 
¥ ÒGlobal warm ing w ill be overcom e by wor ld leadersÓ 

6 . TRUTH:  Spend one m inute writ ing down all of t he different  words you 
associate w ith the word Òt ruthÓ.  Share your words with your partner( s)  and talk  
about  them . Together,  put  t he words into different  categor ies. 

7 . QUI CK DEBAT E:  Students A th ink all count r ies w ill be dem ocrat ic one 
day;  Students B th ink not .  Change par tners often.  Aft er  your  debates,  share what  
you talked about . 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Ten t housand m onks m arched t hrough Burm aÕs capital. T /  F 

b. Many of t he protest s have been very  v iolent . T /  F 

c. Burm aÕs leaders have a reput at ion for brut alit y against  protest ors. T /  F 

d. The governm ent  is uncert ain about  how t o react  t o t he m onks. T /  F 

e. Aung San Suu Ky i has been in a Burm ese prison since 2003. T /  F 

f.  Aung San Suu Ky i is a Nobel Peace Prize laureat e. T /  F 

g. Aung San Suu Ky i cr ied w it h loneliness when m onks left  her house. T /  F 

h. Everyone knows t he protest s will result  in f reedom  for Burm a. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. protest  a. defeated 

2 regim e b. handle 

3. surrounding c. left  

4. deal d. governm ent  

5. regarded e. im prisoned 

6. held f. respect  

7. accept  g. dem onst rat ion 

8. departed h. thought  of 

9. overcom e i. drive 

10. push j. neighbour ing 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

1. tak ing  a. situat ion w ill swing 

2 Burm aÕs Buddhist  m onks have  b. opposit ion against  the regim e 

3. called t he saffron- robed  c. arrest  since May 2003 

4. put  in prison anyone voicing  d. j oy  when they departed 

5. highly   e. rebellion 

6. She has been held under house  f. led t he protest s 

7. The m ilitary  leaders refuse  g. by just ice 

8. she cried with  h. regarded in Burm a 

9. I nj ust ice w ill be overcom e  i. part  in a peaceful protest  

10. No one knows which way t he  j. to accept  her elect ion success 



Burm ese m onks m arch for f reedom  – 24th September, 2007 

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com 
5 

W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Bu r m ese m o n k s m ar ch  f o r  f r eed om  

As m any as 10,000 people __________ t hrough t he st reet s 

of t he Burm ese capital Rangoon on Sunday . They were 

taking part  in a peaceful protest  against  Burm aÕs m ilitary  

__________. I t  was t he sixt h day t hat  Burm aÕs Buddhist  

m onks have led t he protest s, which are being called t he 

saffron-robed __________ after t he colour  of t he robes t he 

m onks wear.  SundayÕs m arch ended at  Burm aÕs 

__________ site, t he Shwedagon Pagoda. More t han 300 

nuns j oined t hem  for  t he f irst  t im e, as well as t housands of  

followers f rom  t he v illages __________ Rangoon. Burm aÕs 

governm ent  usually sends in it s Arm y to st op such 

__________, usually brut ally , and put  in prison anyone 

voicing opposit ion against  t he regim e. However , the 

count ryÕs leaders are __________ how to deal wit h 

protest ing m onks, who are highly __________ in Burm a. 
  

  

unsure 

holiest 

regime 

protests 

marched 

regarded 

surrounding 

rebellion 

 

The protest ors v isited t he house of Aung San Suu Kyi on 

Sat urday. She has been __________ under  house ar rest  

since May 2003. The m ilitary leaders __________ t o accept  

her elect ion success and have done t heir  best  for  m any  

years t o keep her quiet . She won The Nobel Peace Pr ize for  

her __________ in t ry ing t o br ing dem ocracy  to Burm a. 

She __________ sm iled at  t he m onks and said ÒsanduÓ t o 

them  Ð Òwell doneÓ in Burm ese. Eye-wit nesses also report  

she cried wit h __________ when t hey departed. The m onks 

left  car ry ing banners t hat  read "Unt rut h w ill be __________ 

by t rut h,"  and " I nj ust ice w ill be overcom e by j ust ice."  Ot her  

protest ors shouted __________ such as "Free Aung San 

Suu Ky i."  No one knows which way t he sit uat ion will swing, 

but  m any hope t his will be Burm aÕs __________, and 

successful, push for f reedom . 

  

slogans 

refuse 

joy 

repeatedly 

final 

held 

efforts 

overcome 
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Bu r m ese m o n k s m ar ch  f o r  f r eed om  

__________________ 10,000 people m arched t hrough t he st reet s of  t he 

Burm ese capit al Rangoon on Sunday . They were __________________ 

peaceful protest  against  Burm aÕs m ilit ary regim e. I t  was t he sixt h day t hat  

Burm aÕs Buddhist  m onks __________________, which are being called t he 

saffron-robed rebellion __________________ the robes t he m onks wear .  

SundayÕs m arch ended at  Burm aÕs holiest  site, t he Shwedagon Pagoda. More 

than 300 nuns joined t hem  __________________, as well as t housands of  

followers f rom  t he v illages surrounding Rangoon. Burm aÕs governm ent  

usually sends in it s Arm y __________________, usually brut ally , and put  in 

pr ison anyone voicing opposit ion against  t he regim e. However , t he count ryÕs 

leaders are unsure __________________ protest ing m onks, who are highly  

regarded in Burm a. 

The prot estors v isited t he house of Aung San Suu Kyi on Sat urday . She has 

__________________ arrest  since May 2003. The m ilit ary  leaders refuse t o 

accept  her elect ion success and have done t heir best  for  m any  

__________________. She won The Nobel Peace Pr ize for her effort s in 

t ry ing to br ing dem ocracy t o Burm a. She __________________  m onks and 

said ÒsanduÓ t o t hem  Ð Òwell doneÓ in Burm ese. Eye-w it nesses also repor t  

she cried wit h j oy when t hey depart ed. The m onks left  carry ing banners t hat  

read "Unt rut h w ill __________________,"  and " I nj ust ice will be overcom e by  

j ust ice."  Ot her protest ors shouted slogans such as "Free Aung San Suu Kyi."  

No one __________________ sit uat ion w ill swing, but  m any hope t his w ill 

be Burm aÕs f inal, and successful, __________________. 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôm i l i t ar y Õ and Ôr eg im eÕ. 

m i l i t ar y  r eg im e 

  

  

  

  

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCABULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ st reets 
¥ sixth 
¥ robes 
¥ surrounding 
¥ voicing 
¥ highly 

¥ arrest  
¥ refuse 
¥ efforts 
¥ j oy 
¥ overcom e 
¥ f inal 
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STUDENT PROTEST SURVEY 

Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  PROTESTS in t he table. Do t his in pairs. Each 
st udent  m ust  writ e t he quest ions on his /  her own paper . 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 
   

Q.2. 
   

Q.3. 
   

Q.4. 
   

Q.5. 
   

¥ Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you 
found out . Change part ners oft en. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 
b)  What  do you know about  Burm a? 
c)  Do you prefer the count ry to be known as Burm a or Myanm ar? 
d)  Have you ever been or would you ever go on a protest  m arch? 
e)  Has there ever been a rebellion in your count ry? 
f)  What  do you think of the protest ing m onks? 
g)  What  other governm ents in the world use brutalit y to hold on to 

power? What  do you think of these count ries? 
h)  What  do you think of the nam e Òthe saffron- robed rebellionÓ? 
i)  What  opposit ion to your government would you like to voice? 
j )  Do religious followers in your count ry take part  in polit ical 

protests? 

!  -------------------------------------------------------------------- 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 
b)  What  do you know about  Aung San Suu Kyi? 
c)  Do you think dem ocracy always wins when people keep fight ing 

for it? 
d)  Do you think dem ocracy is worth physically f ight ing for? 
e)  Why do you think Burm aÕs m ilitary regim e is so afraid of Aung 

San Suu Kyi? 
f)  Do you think the m onks of the saffron- robed rebellion should 

also get  the Nobel Peace Prize? 
g)  Do you think just ice will always overcom e injust ice? 
h)  Do you think the m onksÕ protests will win dem ocracy for Burm a? 
i)  What  quest ions would you like to ask Burm aÕs m ilitary rulers? 
j )  Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  
what  you talked about . 

a)  What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b)  Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c)  Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d)  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e)  Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

Bu r m ese m o n k s m ar ch  f o r  f r eed om  

As m any as 10,000 people m arched t hrough the st reet s of t he Burm ese 
capital Rangoon on Sunday . They were tak ing (1)  ____ in a peaceful protest  
against  Burm aÕs m ilit ary regim e. I t  was t he sixt h day that  Burm aÕs Buddhist  
m onks have (2)  ____ t he protest s, which are being called t he saffron-robed 
rebellion (3)  ____ t he colour of  t he robes the m onks wear.  SundayÕs m arch 
ended at  Burm aÕs holiest  site, t he Shwedagon Pagoda. More t han 300 nuns 
j oined t hem  for t he first  t im e, as well as thousands of (4)  ____ from  t he 
villages surrounding Rangoon. Burm aÕs governm ent  usually sends in it s Arm y 
to st op such protest s, usually (5)  ____, and put  in pr ison anyone voicing 
opposit ion against  t he regim e. However , the count ryÕs leaders are unsure 
how t o (6)  ____ w it h protest ing m onks, who are highly regarded in Burm a. 

The prot estors v isited t he house of Aung San Suu Kyi on Sat urday . She has 
been held (7)  ____ house arrest  since May 2003. The m ilitary leaders refuse 
to accept  her elect ion success and have done t heir best  for m any years t o 
keep her (8)  ____. She won The Nobel Peace Pr ize for her (9)  ____ in t ry ing 
to br ing dem ocracy t o Burm a. She repeatedly sm iled at  t he m onks and said 
ÒsanduÓ t o t hem  Ð Òwell doneÓ in Burm ese. Eye-w it nesses also report  she 
cr ied (10)  ____ j oy when t hey depar ted. The m onks left  carry ing banners 
that  read "Unt rut h w ill be overcom e by t rut h,"  and " I nj ust ice w ill be 
overcom e by j ust ice."  Ot her protest ors shouted slogans (11)  ____ as "Free 
Aung San Suu Ky i."  No one knows which way t he sit uat ion will sw ing, but  
m any hope t his w ill be Burm aÕs (12)  ____, and successful, push for freedom . 

1. (a)  apart  (b)  part  ( c)  part y (d)  part ner 

2. (a)  lead (b)  leaded (c)  led (d)  leading 

3. (a)  aft er (b)  before ( c)  follow ing (d)  lat er 

4. (a)  fellows (b)  follows (c)  follow ing (d)  followers 

5. (a)  brute (b)  brutality ( c)  brutally (d)  brute force 

6. (a)  deal (b)  peal ( c)  seal (d)  veal 

7. (a)  over (b)  under ( c)  before  (d)  aft er 

8. (a)  quilt  ( b)  quit  ( c)  quit e (d)  quiet  

9. (a)  effor ts (b)  effor t less ( c)  effect s  (d)  effect ive 

10. (a)  for (b)  by ( c)  with (d)  tears 

11. (a)  so (b)  such ( c)  m any (d)  well 

12. (a)  final (b)  finale ( c)  finality (d)  finals 
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W RI TI NG:   
Write about  Burma for 10 m inut es. Correct  your  part nerÕs paper . 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about  
Aung San Suu Kyi and Burm aÕs m ilitary regime. Talk about  what  you 
discover with your partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3 . MI LI TAR Y REGI MES:  Make a poster showing the different  
m ilitary regim es around the world. Which ones are worst? Show your 
poster to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Did you all f ind out  
sim ilar things? 

4 . MAG AZI NE ARTI CLE:  Write a m agazine art icle about the 
protest ing m onks and the im pact they m ight  have in Burm a. I nclude 
im aginary interviews with a m onk, a m ilitary leader and an average 
Burm ese person.  

Read what you wrote to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Which 
art icle was best  and why? 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to the leaders of Burm aÕs m ilitary regim e. 
Ask them three quest ions about why Aung San Suu Kyi has been 
under house arrest  for over four years and why they are afraid of 
dem ocracy. Give them three pieces of advice on what to do next  and 
why. Read your let ter to your partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your 
partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. F c. T d. T e. F f. T g. F h.  F 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

1. protest  a. dem onst rat ion 

2 regim e b. governme nt  

3. surrounding c. neighbour ing  

4. deal d. handle  

5. regarded e. t hought  of  

6. held f. imp r isoned  

7. accept  g. respect   

8. departed h. left   

9. overcome  i. defeated  

10. push j. drive  

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. taking  a. part  in a peaceful protest  

2 Burma Õs Buddhist  m onks have  b. led t he protests 

3. called the saffron- robed  c. rebellion  

4. put  in pr ison anyone voicing  d. opposit ion against  the regime   

5. highly  e. regarded in Burma   

6. She has been held under house  f. arrest  since May 2003  

7. The mi lit ary leaders refuse  g. t o accept  her elect ion success  

8. she cr ied wit h  h. j oy when they depart ed  

9. I njust ice w ill be overcom e  i. by just ice  

10. No one knows which way the  j. situat ion will swing  

GAP FI LL:  

Bu r m ese m o n k s m ar ch  f o r  f r eed o m  
As many as 10,000 people m a r ch e d  th rough th e st reets  of th e Burmese capita l Rangoon on Sunday.  
They we re ta k ing part in a peaceful prote st against BurmaÕs m ilita ry r e g im e.  I t wa s th e six th  day th at  
BurmaÕs Buddhist monks have led th e prote sts , wh ich are being called th e saffron- robed r eb e l l io n  afte r 
th e colour of th e robes th e monks we ar. SundayÕs march ended at BurmaÕs h o l iest  site , th e Shwe dagon 
Pagoda. More th an 300 nuns joined th em for th e f irst ti me, as we ll as th ousands of followers from th e 
v illages su r r o u n d in g  Rangoon. BurmaÕs government usually  sends in its  Army to  sto p such p r o t est s,  
usually  bruta lly , and put in prison anyone voicing oppositi on against th e regime.  Howe ver, th e countr yÕs 
leaders are u n su r e how to  deal wi th  protesti ng monks, wh o are highly r eg ar d e d  in Burma. 

The prote sto rs v isite d th e house of Aung San Suu Kyi on Satu rday. She has been h eld  under house arrest 
since May 2003. The m ilita ry leaders r e f u se to  accept her electi on success and have done th eir best for 
many years to  keep her quiet. She wo n The Nobel Peace Prize for her e f f o r t s  in tr y ing to  bring democracy  
to  Burma. She r ep eat ed l y  sm iled at th e monks and said ÒsanduÓ to  th em Ð Òwe ll doneÓ in Burmese. Eye-
wi tn esses also report she cr ied wi th  j o y  wh en th ey departe d. The monks left carry ing banners th at read 
"Untr uth  w ill be o ver co m e by tr uth ,"  and " I njusti ce wi l l be overcome by justi ce."  Oth er prote st ors 
shoute d s lo g an s such as "Free Aung San Suu Kyi."  No one knows wh ich wa y th e situ ati on wi ll swi ng, but  
many hope th is wi ll be BurmaÕs f in a l , and successful, push for freedom. 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - b 2 -c 3 - a 4 - d 5 - c 6 - a 7 -b 8 - d 9 -d 10 - c 11 - b 12 - a 
 


