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THE ARTI CLE 

Dead ly  f o r est  f i r es b laze acr oss Gr eece 

Dozens of devastat ing forest  f ires are creat ing death, havoc and 

dest ruct ion across Greece. Greek authorit ies have enlisted the help 

of f ire- fight ing aircraft  from  across Europe in an at tem pt to tackle 

the blazes that  have so far k illed 61 people and caused m illions of 

dollars of dam age to propert ies. The fires have gut ted hundreds of 

hom es, forcing thousands of v illagers to f lee in panic. Large areas of 

the count ry have been scorched and blackened. Flam es as tall as 

apartm ent  buildings have beat  the efforts of local f ire- fighters, 

whose brave work has not  been enough to stop m ore fires from  

breaking out . Dozens of new fires are being fanned by hot , dry 

winds. I t  is becom ing increasingly dangerous for anyone to t ry to 

defeat  the infernos from  the ground. Efforts by the Greek army have 

proved ineffect ive.  

The Greek governm ent  is furious that  m any of the fires have been 

started on purpose by arsonists. Closed-circuit  TV cameras have 

caught  several arsonists ignit ing the fires. The governm ent  has 

issued a 1m euro ($1.3m )  reward for anyone with inform at ion to 

help catch the arsonists. "The reward is set  between 100,000 and 

1m  euros for every act  of arson, depending on whether death or 

serious injury occurred and the size of the dam age,"  a Greek 

governm ent official said in a statement  to the press. There is 

speculat ion that  the fires m ay have been started by property 

developers who want  to build m ore tourist  facilit ies. Current  Greek 

law forbids any developm ent  on forested land. With a lack of t rees 

because of the fires, the property developers m ay now be able to 

get  perm ission to build.  
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . FI RE:  Walk around the class and talk  t o other  students about  fire. Change 
part ners oft en. After you fin ish, sit  w ith your or iginal partner( s)  and share what  you 
found out . 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

forest  fires /  death /  havoc /  dest ruct ion /  fire f ighters /  fleeing /  panic /  bravery 
/  fury  /  arsonist s /  rewards /  speculat ion /  propert y developers /  t ourist  facilit ies 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3 . DESTRUCTI ON :  I n pairs /  groups, d iscuss which of t hese natural 
disasters would scare you m ost . 

¥ forest  fires 
¥ earthquakes 
¥ volcanoes 
¥ typhoons /  hurricanes 

¥ floods 
¥ t idal waves /  t sunam is 
¥ droughts 
¥ other ____________________ 

4 . RESCUE:  I n pairs /  groups,  rank the following in order  of which you would 
save f irst  if you had to evacuate your house because of a forest  fire.   

____ passport  /  docum ents 

____ m oney 

____ pet  

____ com puter 

____ grandm other 

____ photo album s 

____ clothes 

____ car 

5 . PAN I C:  Spend one m inute writ ing down all of the different  words you 
associate with the word ÔpanicÕ. Share your words wit h your  part ner( s)  and talk  
about  them . Together,  put  t he words into different  categor ies. 

6 . FI RE:  Forest  f ires are all around your house.  What  w ill you do? Walk around 
the class and talk  to other st udent s about  the f ires and what  your next  st eps are. 

7 . QUI CK DEBAT E:  Students A think arsonists should go to pr ison for  life.  
Students B th ink arsonists should go to pr ison for  three years. Change part ners 
oft en. Share your findings. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Fires have dest royed large part s of several Greek forest s and cit ies. T /  F 

b. Firefighters f rom  all over t he wor ld are helping t o fight  t he blazes. T /  F 

c. The Greek  people af fected by t he f ires have st ayed very calm . T /  F 

d. The Greek  arm y has helped f ight  t he f ires.  T /  F 

e. CCTV cam eras caught  som e of t he arsonists light ing t he fires. T /  F 

f.  There is a m illion-dollar reward for  t hose who can help t he police. T /  F 

g. Som e of t he fires m ay have been started t o build tourist  facilit ies. T /  F 

h. Propert y developers have perm ission to build m any t our ist  resort s. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. devastat ing a. blazes 

2 havoc b. fruit less 

3. flee c. rum our 

4. infernos d. chaos 

5. ineffect ive e. irate 

6. furious f.  journalist s 

7. on purpose g. dest ruct ive 

8. the press h. prohibits 

9. speculat ion i.  run away 

10. forbids j .  deliberately 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

1. devastat ing forest  f ires are creat ing  a. the blazes 

2 author it ies have enlist ed t he  b. to help catch the arsonist s 

3. an at t em pt  to tack le  c. purpose by arsonist s 

4. beat  t he effor ts  d. help of f ire- fight ing aircraft  

5. new fires are being fanned  e. arsonists ignit ing t he fires 

6. m any of t he fires have been start ed on  f.  of local fire- f ighters 

7. TV cam eras have caught  several g. start ed by propert y developers 

8. reward for anyone with inform at ion  h. death, havoc and dest ruct ion 

9. speculat ion that  t he fires m ay have been  i.  developm ent  on forested land 

10. Current  Greek law forbids any j .  by hot ,  dry w inds 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Dead ly  f o r est  f i r es b laze acr oss Gr eece 

Dozens of devast at ing forest  f ires are creat ing deat h,  

__________ and dest ruct ion across Greece. Greek  

aut hor it ies have __________ t he help of  f ire- f ight ing 

aircraft  f rom  across Europe in an at tem pt  to __________ 

the blazes t hat  have so far k illed 61 people and caused 

m illions of dollars of dam age t o proper t ies. The f ires have 

__________ hundreds of  hom es, forcing t housands of  

v illagers t o f lee in __________. Large areas of  t he count ry  

have been scorched and blackened. Flam es as t all as 

apart m ent  buildings have beat  t he effor ts of  local fire-

fight ers, whose __________ work has not  been enough t o 

st op m ore fires from  break ing out .  Dozens of  new f ires are 

being __________ by hot , dry w inds. I t  is becom ing 

increasingly dangerous for anyone t o t ry to defeat  t he 

infernos from  t he ground. Effort s by t he Greek arm y have 

__________ ineffect ive. 

  

  

panic 

fanned 

tackle 

havoc 

brave 

gu t ted 

proved 

enlist ed 

 

The Greek governm ent  is __________ t hat  m any of  t he 

fires have been started on purpose by arsonist s. Closed-

circuit  TV cam eras have caught  several arsonist s 

__________ t he f ires. The governm ent  has issued a 1m  

euro ($1.3m ) __________ for anyone w it h inform at ion t o 

help cat ch t he arsonist s. "The reward is __________ 

between 100,000 and 1m  euros for every act  of arson, 

depending on whet her deat h or __________ inj ury occurred 

and t he size of t he dam age,"  a Greek governm ent  of ficial 

said in a stat em ent  t o t he press. There is __________ t hat  

the fires m ay have been started by propert y developers who 

want  t o build m ore t our ist  facilit ies. Current  Greek law 

__________ any developm ent  on forested land. Wit h a lack  

of t rees because of t he f ires,  t he propert y  developers m ay 

now be able to get  __________ t o build. 

  

forbids 

furious 

reward 

speculat ion 

set  

ignit ing 

perm ission 

serious 
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Dead ly  f o r est  f i r es b laze acr oss Gr eece 

Dozens of devastat ing forest  f ires are creat ing deat h, __________________ 

across Greece. Greek aut hor it ies have __________________ of  f ire- f ight ing 

aircraft  f rom  across Europe in an at tem pt  __________________ t hat  have 

so far  k illed 61 people and caused m illions of dollars of dam age t o proper t ies.  

The f ires __________________ of hom es, forcing t housands of v illagers t o 

flee in panic.  Large areas of  t he count ry have been __________________. 

Flam es as t all as apart m ent  buildings have __________________ local fire-

fight ers, whose brave work has not  been enough to st op m ore f ires f rom  

break ing out . Dozens of new f ires are being __________________, dry  

winds. I t  is becom ing increasingly dangerous for anyone to t ry t o defeat  t he 

infernos from  t he ground. Effort s by t he Greek arm y __________________.  

The Greek governm ent  is __________________ t he f ires have been st art ed 

on purpose by arsonist s. Closed-circuit  TV cam eras have caught  several 

__________________ f ires.  The governm ent  has issued a 1m  euro ($1.3m )  

reward for anyone w it h inform at ion t o _______________________. "The 

reward is set  bet ween 100,000 and 1m  euros for every  act  of  arson, 

depending on ________________________ inj ury occurred and t he size of  

the dam age,"  a Greek governm ent  of ficial said in a stat em ent  t o t he press.  

There is __________________ fires m ay have been st art ed by propert y  

developers who want  t o build m ore t our ist  facilit ies. Current  Greek  law 

forbids any  developm ent  __________________. Wit h a lack  of t rees because 

of t he f ires, t he propert y developers m ay now be able to get  perm ission to 

build.  
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôf o r est Õ and Ôf i r eÕ. 

f o r est  f i r e 

  

  

  

  

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ havoc 
¥ tackle 
¥ gut ted 
¥ apartm ent  
¥ fanned 
¥ arm y  

¥ furious 
¥ caught  
¥ reward 
¥ press 
¥ facilit ies 
¥ perm ission  
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STUDENT FI RES SURVEY 

Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  FI RES in t he t able. Do t his in pairs.  Each st udent  
m ust  writ e t he quest ions on his /  her own paper . 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1.     

Q.2.     

Q.3.     

Q.4.     

Q.5.     

¥ Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you 
found out . Change part ners oft en. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 
b)  What  springs to m ind when you hear the word Ôforest  f ireÕ? 
c)  I s your count ry hit  by forest  f ires? 
d)  Have you ever seen a building on fire? 
e)  What  would you do if your house was on fire? 
f)  How would you feel if your house was burning down? 
g)  Do you think Greece has acted too late in calling for the help of 

European count ries? 
h)  What  part  do you think global warming plays in these forest  

f ires? 
i)  Have you ever f led anything in panic? 
j )  Are there any natural disasters that  could hit  your town? 

✄ -------------------------------------------------------------------- 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 
b)  What  do you think it  is like to be a fire f ighter? 
c)  What  do you think of the arsonists who started the fires? 
d)  What  do you think m ot ivates arsonists? 
e)  What  punishm ent  would you give to the arsonists? 
f)  Do you think property developers could have started the fires? 
g)  How would you feel if the count ryside around your town was 

scorched and blackened by fires? 
h)  What  can world governm ents do to f ight  forest  fires m ore 

effect ively? 
i)  What  quest ions would you like to ask an arsonist? 
j )  Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  
what  you talked about . 

a)  What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b)  Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c)  Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d)  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e)  Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

Dead ly  f o r est  f i r es b laze acr oss Gr eece 

Dozens of devast at ing forest  fires are creat ing deat h, (1)  ____ and 
dest ruct ion across Greece. Greek aut horit ies have enlist ed t he help of f ire-
fight ing aircraft  f rom  across Europe (2)  ____ an at t em pt  t o (3)  ____ t he 
blazes t hat  have so far k illed 61 people and caused m illions of  dollars of  
dam age t o propert ies. The f ires have gut ted hundreds of hom es, forcing 
thousands of v illagers to (4)  ____ in panic.  Large areas of t he count ry have 
been scorched and blackened. Flam es as tall as apart m ent  buildings have 
beat  t he (5)  ____ of local f ire- fighters, whose brave work has not  been 
enough t o st op m ore fires f rom  break ing out . Dozens of new f ires are being 
(6)  ____ by hot , dry w inds. I t  is becom ing increasingly dangerous for anyone 
to t ry to defeat  t he infernos from  t he ground. Effort s by  t he Greek  arm y have 
proved ineffect ive.  

The Greek governm ent  is (7)  ____ t hat  m any of t he f ires have been started 
(8)  ____ purpose by arsonist s. Closed-circuit  TV cam eras have caught  
several arsonist s ignit ing t he f ires. The governm ent  has issued a 1m  euro 
($1.3m ) reward for anyone w it h inform at ion t o help cat ch t he arsonist s. "The 
reward is (9)  ____ bet ween 100,000 and 1m  euros for  every  (10)  ____ of  
arson, depending on whet her deat h or serious inj ury occurred and t he size of  
the dam age,"  a Greek governm ent  of ficial said in a stat em ent  t o t he press.  
There is speculat ion t hat  t he f ires m ay have been started (11)  ____ propert y  
developers who want  t o build m ore t our ist  facilit ies. Current  Greek  law 
forbids any developm ent  on forested land. Wit h a (12)  ____ of t rees because 
of t he f ires, t he propert y developers m ay now be able to get  perm ission to 
build. 

1.  (a)  hovel (b)  hullabaloo ( c)  ham m ock  (d)  havoc 
2.  (a)  by  (b)  on  ( c)  in  (d)  with  
3.  (a)  tackle (b)  t ick le ( c)  t r ickle (d)  tuck  
4.  (a)  flea (b)  flee ( c)  free (d)  fled  
5.  (a)  affect s (b)  effect s ( c)  effor ts (d)  affairs 
6.  (a)  found  (b)  fanned  ( c)  funded  (d)  founded  
7.  (a)  furious (b)  fury  ( c)  furry   (d)  fuzzy  
8.  (a)  in  (b)  by  ( c)  for  (d)  on  
9.  (a)  set t ing  (b)  sat  ( c)  sit   (d)  set  
10.  (a)  act  (b)  act s ( c)  actor  (d)  act ion  
11.  (a)  on  (b)  with  ( c)  by  (d)  of 
12.  (a)  slack  (b)  lack  ( c)  luck  (d)  flack  
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W RI TI NG:   
Write about  f ire for 10 m inutes. Correct  your part nerÕs paper . 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about  
forest  fires around the world. Talk about  what you discover with your 
partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3 . DI SASTER POSTER:  Make a poster about  different  recent  
natural disasters. Show your poster to your classm ates in the next  
lesson. Did you all f ind out  sim ilar things? 

4 . MAG AZI NE AR TI CLE:  Write a m agazine art icle about forest  
f ires and the havoc they create. I nclude im aginary interviews with a 
f ire fighter and som eone whose house was dest royed in a f ire.  

Read what you wrote to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Which 
art icle was best  and why? 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to the head of GreeceÕs governm ent . Ask 
him / her three quest ions about the forest  fires. Give him/ her three 
pieces of advice about  how to avoid m ore fires breaking out  in the 
future. Read your let ter to your partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your 
partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. F c. F d. T e. T f. F g. T h.  F 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

1. devastat ing a. dest ruct ive 

2 havoc b. chaos  

3. flee c. run away 

4. infernos d. blazes  

5. ineffect ive e. fruit less  

6. fur ious f. irate  

7. on purpose g. deliberat ely  

8. the press h. j ournalist s  

9. speculat ion i. rum our  

10. forbids j . prohibit s  

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. devastat ing forest  fires are creat ing  a. deat h,  havoc and dest ruct ion 

2 aut hor it ies have enlisted the  b. help of fire- fight ing aircraft   

3. an at tem pt  to t ack le  c. the blazes  

4. beat  t he effort s  d. of local fire- fighters  

5. new fires are being fanned  e. by hot , dry  w inds 

6. ma ny of t he f ires have been start ed on  f. purpose by arsonist s  

7. TV cam eras have caught  several g.  arsonist s ignit ing the fires  

8. reward for anyone with informa t ion  h. to help catch the arsonist s 

9. speculat ion t hat  t he fires m ay have been  i. started by property developers  

10. Current  Greek law forbids any j . developme nt  on forested land  

GAP FI LL:  

Dead l y  f o r est  f i r es b l aze acr o ss Gr eece 
Dozens of devasta ti ng forest f ires are creati ng death , h avo c and destr ucti on across Greece. Greek 
auth oriti es have en l is t e d  th e help of f ire- f ighti ng aircraft from across Europe in  an atte mpt to  t ack le  th e 
blazes th at have so far k illed 61 people and caused m illions of dollars of damage to  properti es. The f ires 
have g u t t ed  hundreds of homes, forcing th ousands of v i llagers to  f lee in p an i c. Large areas of th e 
countr y have been scorched and blackened. Flames as ta ll as apartm ent buildings have beat th e efforts  of 
local f ire- f ighte rs, wh ose b r av e wo rk has not been enough to  sto p more f ires from breaking out . Dozens 
of new fires are being f an n ed  by hot, dry wi nds. I t is becom ing increasingly dangerous for anyone to  tr y  
to  defeat th e infernos from th e ground. Efforts  by th e Greek army have p r o ved  ineffect ive. 

The Greek government is f u r io u s th at many of th e f ires have been sta rte d on purpose by arsonists .  
Closed-circuit TV cameras have caught several arsonists  i g n i t in g  th e f ires. The government has issued a 
1m  euro ($1.3m )  r e w ar d  for anyone wi th  informati on to  help catch th e arsonists . "The rewa rd is set  
betwe en 100,000 and 1m  euros for every act of arson, depending on wh eth er death  or ser io u s injury  
occurred and th e size of th e damage,"  a Greek government off icial said in a sta te ment to  th e press. There 
is sp ecu lat io n  th at th e f ires may have been sta rte d by property  developers wh o wa nt to  build more 
to urist facil iti es. Current Greek law f o r b id s any development on foreste d land. With  a lack of tr ees 
because of th e f ires, th e property  developers may now be able to  get p er m iss io n  to  build. 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - d 2 -c 3 - a 4 - b 5 - c 6 - b 7 -a 8 - d 9 -d 10 - c 11 - a 12 - b 
 


