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THE ARTI CLE 

Glob a l  b od y  p ar t s t r ad e in cr eases 

A serious shortage of donated organs in r ich count ries is leading to a 

worry ing increase in the shady and illegal body parts t rade. Wealthy 

foreigners with life- threatening illnesses are looking to poorer  

nat ions like China, Colom bia, Egypt , Pakistan and the Philippines to 

get  hold of an organ that  will give them  a new lease of life. The 

World Health Organizat ion recent ly est im ated that  up to 21,000 liver 

t ransplants are carried out  annually. Medical experts say this f igure 

is great ly understated and put  annual worldwide dem and at  over 

90,000. This m eans there is a thriv ing t rade in organ t raff ick ing and 

a boom ing black m arket  in hum an body parts. ÒTransplant  touristsÓ 

are finding it  easier to f ind new organs because the num ber of poor 

willing to sell their liver or k idney as a short - term  escape from  

poverty increases. 

The body part  t rade is banned in m any count ries around the world 

but  laws are often very confusing and full of loopholes. This m akes it  

diff icult  for authorit ies to regulate and to crack down on illegal sales, 

which increases the num ber of deaths am ong donors. Transplant  

surgery carries high risks, especially with liver t ransplants, which 

involve rem oving part  of the donor's liver. I n Pakistan boom ing 

dem and has led to a Òkidney bazaarÓ -  r ich pat ients pay $8,000 for a 

new kidney, for which donors are paid $300 -  $1,000 and often get  

no m edical care after the surgery. China recent ly banned the sale of 

hum an organs and rest r icted t ransplants for foreigners. I t  

t ransplants m any organs from  executed prisoners after obtaining 

consent  from  the convicts or their next  of k in. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . ORGAN  DONAT I ON:  Walk around t he class and talk  t o other  st udent s 
about  organ donat ion. Change partners oft en.  After  you finish,  sit  with your  orig inal 
part ner( s)  and share what  you found out . 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

shortages /  wealthy foreigners /  life- threatening illnesses /  b lack m arket s /  
wor ldwide bans /  loopholes /  t ransplant  surgery /  m edical care /  next  of kin 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3 . DONAT I N G:  In pairs /  groups,  talk  about  which of these body par ts you  
would or would not  donate:  

¥ liver 
¥ kidney 
¥ heart  
¥ eyes 
¥ sk in 

 

4 . BODY PART OPI NI ON S:  In pairs /  groups,  d iscuss whether  you 
agree or  disagree with t hese opinions:  

¥ The worldw ide t rade in body par ts should be banned 
¥ Everybody should carry  an organ donat ion card 
¥ I tÕs OK for people t o donate t heir organs to help their  fam ily f inances 
¥ Organs should only com e from  dead people 
¥ A person with a t ransplanted heart  has a changed personality 
¥ Hospitals should grow organs for  t ransplant  purposes 

5 . ORGAN  DONAT I ONS:  Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of t he 
different  words you associate with organ donat ions.  Share your words wit h your 
part ner( s)  and talk about  them . Together,  put  t he words into d ifferent  categories. 

6 . QUI CK DEBAT E:  Students A think itÕs OK to sell body part s.  Students B 
think t he opposit e.  Change part ners oft en.  Share your findings. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. A body  part s superm arket  has opened t o m eet  dem and for organs. T /  F 

b. Chinese and Egypt ians t op t he list  of t hose want ing new organs. T /  F 

c. The WHO believes 21,000 liver t ransplant s occur every year . T /  F 

d. Transplant  t our ist s are finding it  m ore diff icult  t o find new organs. T /  F 

e. Not  one count ry has banned t he t rade in body part s. T /  F 

f.  Organ donors in Pak ist an get  very good aft er surgery m edical care. T /  F 

g. China has rest r icted t he use of body part s for foreigners. T /  F 

h. China uses body  part s f rom  executed pr isoners. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. shor tage a. perm ission 

2 shady b. obtain 

3. get  hold of c. gaps 

4. thriving d. prepared 

5. willing e. lim it ed 

6. loopholes  f.  lack 

7. crack down on g. boom ing 

8. rest r ict ed h. prisoners 

9. consent  i.  unethical 

10. convicts j .  put  a stop t o 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

1. A ser ious  a. high risk 

2 give them  a new lease  b. t ransplant s are carr ied out  annually 

3. up t o 21,000 liver  c. and full of loopholes 

4. there is a thriving  d. of life 

5. the num ber of poor  e. and t o crack down on illegal sales 

6. dif ficult  for  author it ies to regulate  f.  led t o a Òkidney bazaarÓ 

7. laws are often very confusing g. shor tage of donated organs 

8. Transplant  surgery carr ies  h. t rade in organ t raffick ing 

9. I n Pakistan boom ing dem and has  i.  or  their next  of k in 

10. obtain ing consent  from  the convict s  j .  willing to sell their  liver 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Glob a l  b od y  p ar t s t r ad e in cr eases 

A ser ious __________ of donated organs in r ich count r ies is 

leading t o a worry ing increase in t he shady  and illegal body  

part s t rade. Wealt hy foreigners w it h life- t hreatening 

illnesses are look ing t o __________ nat ions like China, 

Colom bia, Egypt ,  Pakist an and t he Philippines to get  hold of  

an organ t hat  will give t hem  a new __________ of life. The 

World Healt h Organizat ion recent ly est im ated t hat  up t o 

21,000 liver t ransplant s are __________ out  annually .  

Medical experts say this __________ is great ly underst ated 

and put  annual wor ldwide dem and at  over 90,000. This 

m eans t here is a __________ t rade in organ t raff ick ing and 

a boom ing black m arket  in hum an body part s. ÒTransplant  

tour ist sÓ are f inding it  easier t o find new organs because t he 

num ber of poor __________ t o sell t heir liver or  k idney  as a 

short - term  escape from  __________ increases. 

  

car r ied 

willing 

poorer 

figure 

lease 

poverty 

short age 

thriv ing 

 

The body par t  t rade is __________ in m any  count r ies 

around t he wor ld but  laws are often very confusing and full 

of __________. This m akes it  diff icult  for  aut horit ies t o 

regulate and t o crack down on __________ sales, which 

increases t he num ber of deat hs am ong donors. Transplant  

surgery carries high r isks, especially wit h liver t ransplant s,  

which involve rem ov ing part  of the donor's liver. I n Pak istan 

__________ dem and has led t o a Òk idney bazaarÓ -  r ich 

pat ient s pay $8,000 for a new kidney , for which 

__________ are paid $300 -  $1,000 and oft en get  no 

__________ care after the surgery . China recent ly banned 

the sale of  hum an organs and __________ t ransplant s for  

foreigners. I t  t ransplant s m any organs from  execut ed 

pr isoners aft er obt aining consent  f rom  t he convict s or t heir  

__________ of k in. 

  

rest r icted 

boom ing 

loopholes 

next  

banned 

donors 

m edical 

illega l 
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Glob a l  b od y  p ar t s t r ad e in cr eases 

A ser ious shortage of donated organs in r ich count r ies __________________ 

worrying increase in t he shady and illegal body part s t rade. Wealt hy  

foreigners w it h ________________________ looking t o poorer nat ions like 

China, Colom bia, Egypt , Pakist an and t he Philippines to get  hold of an organ 

that  w ill give t hem  __________________. The Wor ld Healt h Organizat ion 

recent ly est im ated t hat  up t o 21,000 liver t ransplant s are carried out  

annually . Medical exper ts say  t his f igure _______________________ put  

annual wor ldwide dem and at  over 90,000. This m eans t here is a t hriv ing 

t rade in organ t raffick ing and __________________ in hum an body part s.  

ÒTransplant  t our ist sÓ are f inding it  easier  to f ind new organs because t he 

num ber  of  poor willing __________________ kidney  as a short - term  escape 

from  poverty increases. 

The body part  t rade is banned in m any count r ies around t he world but  laws 

are often very confusing __________________. This m akes it  diff icult  for  

aut hor it ies t o regulate and to crack down on illegal sales, which increases the 

num ber __________________. Transplant  surgery  carr ies high r isks,  

especially  w it h liver t ransplant s, which __________________ of  t he donor's 

liver . I n Pak ist an boom ing dem and has led t o a Òk idney bazaarÓ -  r ich 

pat ient s pay $8,000 for a new kidney , __________________ paid $300 -  

$1,000 and often get  no m edical care after t he surgery . China recent ly  

__________________ hum an organs and rest r icted t ransplant s for  

foreigners. I t  t ransplant s m any organs from  execut ed pr isoners after  

obt aining consent  from  t he conv ict s __________________. 



Global body par ts t rade increases Ð 7th  August , 2007  

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com  
7 

AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôb od y Õ and Ôp ar t Õ. 

b od y  p ar t  

  

  

  

  

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ leading 
¥ poorer 
¥ lease 
¥ experts 
¥ black  
¥ escape 

¥ loopholes 
¥ crack 
¥ involve 
¥ bazaar 
¥ care 
¥ convicts 
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STUDENT ORGAN DONATI ON SURVEY 

Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  t he ORGAN DONATI ON in t he table. Do t his in 
pairs. Each st udent  m ust  wr ite t he quest ions on his /  her own paper . 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1.     

Q.2.     

Q.3.     

Q.4.     

Q.5.     

¥ Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you 
found out . Change part ners oft en. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 
b)  What  com es to m ind when you hear the words Òorgan donat ionÓ? 
c)  Do you think organ donat ion should be com pulsory? 
d)  Why do/ donÕt  you carry an organ donor card? 
e)  What  do you think of there being a t rade in body parts? 
f)  What  can rich count ries do to encourage their cit izens to donate 

their body parts after death? 
g)  What  punishm ents should be given to people involved in the 

black m arket  for hum an organs? 
h)  What  do you think t ransplant  tourists do abroad? 
i)  What  can be done to help people who sell their organs to help 

their fam ily? 
j )  How m uch would you sell a k idney or your liver for? 

!  -------------------------------------------------------------------- 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 
b)  How would you feel about  having a new heart? 
c)  Why are there laws in som e count ries that  ban organ 

t ransplants? 
d)  How would you feel about  the body parts of a close, deceased 

relat ive being rem oved and t ransplanted in someone else? 
e)  What  do you think a Òkidney bazaarÓ looks like? 
f)  How do you think poor donors suffer in poor count ries? 
g)  Do you think hospitals should grow new organs for t ransplant? 
h)  How would you feel about  having a face and eye t ransplant? 
i)  Do you think itÕs a good idea to use organs from  dead prisoners? 
j )  Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  
what  you talked about . 

a)  What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b)  Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c)  Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d)  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e)  Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

Glob a l  b od y  p ar t s t r ad e in cr eases 

A ser ious (1)  ____ of donated organs in r ich count r ies is leading t o a 
worry ing increase in t he shady and illegal body part s t rade. Wealt hy  
foreigners wit h life- t hreatening illnesses are looking t o poorer  nat ions like 
China, Colom bia,  Egypt , Pakist an and t he Philippines t o get  ( 2)  ____ of an 
organ t hat  w ill give t hem  a new (3)  ____ of life. The World Healt h 
Organizat ion recent ly est im ated t hat  up to 21,000 liver t ransplant s are 
carried (4)  ____ annually. Medical expert s say t his f igure is great ly  
underst ated and (5)  ____ annual worldw ide dem and at  over 90,000. This 
m eans t here is a t hr iv ing t rade in organ t raffick ing and a boom ing (6)  ____ 
m arket  in hum an body  parts.  ÒTransplant  t ourist sÓ are finding it  easier t o find 
new organs because t he num ber of poor w illing t o sell t heir liver or k idney as 
a short - term  escape from  povert y increases. 

The body part  t rade is banned in m any count r ies around t he world but  laws 
are oft en very confusing and full of (7)  ____. This m akes it  diff icult  for  
aut hor it ies t o regulate and t o crack  (8)  ____ on illegal sales, which increases 
the num ber of deat hs am ong donors.  Transplant  surgery (9)  ____ high r isks,  
especially  w it h liver t ransplant s, which involve rem ov ing part  of t he donor's 
liver . I n Pak ist an boom ing dem and has led t o a Òk idney bazaarÓ -  r ich 
pat ient s pay $8,000 for  a new k idney , (10)  ____ which donors are paid $300 
-  $1,000 and often get  no m edical care af ter t he (11)  ____. China recent ly  
banned t he sale of hum an organs and rest r icted t ransplant s for foreigners. I t  
t ransplant s m any  organs from  executed pr isoners aft er  obt aining consent  
from  t he conv ict s or t heir (12)  ____ of k in.  

1.  (a)  short  (b)  shortage ( c)  shorts (d)  short  circuit  
2.  (a)  holds (b)  held  ( c)  hold  (d)  holding  
3.  (a)  hire (b)  least  ( c)  leash  (d)  lease 
4.  (a)  out  (b)  in  ( c)  up  (d)  down  
5.  (a)  port ion  (b)  per  ( c)  put  (d)  part  
6.  (a)  bark  (b)  bank  ( c)  back  (d)  black  
7.  (a)  loopholes (b)  hoops ( c)  loops  (d)  loop lines 
8.  (a)  up  (b)  down  ( c)  with  (d)  out  
9.  (a)  carr ies (b)  cares ( c)  cart s  (d)  cards 
10.  (a)  low  (b)  high  ( c)  shallow  (d)  deep  
11.  (a)  with  (b)  by  ( c)  for  (d)  and  
12.  (a)  close (b)  before ( c)  aft er  (d)  next  
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W RI TI NG:   
Write about  organ donat ion for 10 m inutes. Correct  your par t nerÕs paper . 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about  
the illegal t rade in body parts. Talk about  what you discover with your 
partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3 . ORGAN  DONAT I ON POSTER:  Make a poster about the 
different  body parts that  are t ransplanted. Show your poster to your 
classm ates in the next  lesson. Did you all find out  sim ilar things? 

4 . MAG AZI NE AR TI CLE:  Write a m agazine art icle about the life 
of a poor person who has sold his/ her k idney to help his/ her fam ily 
survive. I nclude im aginary interviews with the donor and recipient .  

Read what you wrote to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Which 
art icle was best  and why? 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to the boss of the WHO. Ask him/ her three 
quest ions about  the illegal t rade in body parts. Give him / her three 
suggest ions about how to crack down on the t rade. Read your let ter to 
your partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your 
quest ions. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. F c. T d. F e. F f. F g. T h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

1. shortage a. lack 

2 shady b. unethical  

3. get  hold of c. obtain  

4. thr iv ing d. boom ing 

5. willing e. prepared  

6. loopholes  f. gaps  

7. crack down on g.  put  a st op t o  

8. rest r ict ed h. limi ted  

9. consent  i. permi ssion  

10. convicts j . pr isoners  

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. A ser ious  a. shortage of donated organs 

2 give t hem a new lease  b. of l ife  

3. up t o 21,000 liver  c. t ransplant s are carr ied out  annually  

4. there is a t hr iv ing  d. t rade in organ t raf ficking  

5. the numb er of poor  e. willing t o sell t heir  liver 

6. difficult  for  aut hor it ies to regulate  f. and to crack down on il legal sales  

7. laws are often very confusing g.  and full of  loopholes  

8. Transplant  surgery carr ies  h. high r isk  

9. I n Pakistan boom ing dem and has  i. led t o a Òkidney bazaarÓ  

10. obtaining consent  from t he conv icts  j . or  their  next  of  kin  

GAP FI LL:  

Gl ob al  b od y  p ar t s t r ad e in cr eases 
A serious sh o r t a g e of donate d organs in r ich countr ies is leading to  a wo rry ing increase in th e shady and 
illegal body parts  tr ade. Wealth y foreigners wi th  life- th reat ening illnesses are looking to  p o o r er  nat ions 
like China, Colombia,  Egypt, Pakista n and th e Philippines to  get hold of an organ th at wi ll give th em a new 
lease of life. The World Health  Organizati on recent ly  esti mate d th at up to  21,00 0 liver tr ansplants  are 
car r i ed  out annually . Medical experts  say th is f ig u r e is greatl y  understa te d and put annual worldwi de 
demand at over 90,000. This means th ere is a t h r i v in g  tr ade in organ tr aff ick ing and a boom ing black  
market in human body parts . ÒTransplant to urists Ó are f inding it easier to  f ind new organs because th e 
number of poor w i l l in g  to  sell th eir liver or k idney as a short - te rm  escape from p o ver t y  increases. 

The body part tr ade is b an n ed  in many count r ies around th e wo rld but laws are ofte n very confusing and 
full of lo o p h o les. This makes it diff icult for auth oriti es to  regulate  and to  crack down  on i l leg al  sales,  
wh ich increases th e number of death s among donors. Transplant surgery carr ies high r isks, especially  wi t h  
liver tr ansplant s, wh ich involve removing part of t he donor's liver. I n Pakista n b o o m in g  demand has led 
to  a Òkidney bazaarÓ -  r ich pati ents  pay $8,000 for a new k idney, for wh ich d o n o r s are paid $300 - 
$1,000 and ofte n get no m ed ica l  care afte r th e surgery. China recentl y  banned th e sale of human organs 
and r est r i ct ed  tr ansplants  for foreigners. I t tr ansplants  many organs from execute d prisoners afte r 
obta ining consent from th e convicts  or th eir n ex t  of k in. 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - b 2 - c 3 - d 4 - a 5 - c 6 - d 7 - a 8 - b 9 - a 10 - c 11 - b 12 - d 
 


