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THE ARTI CLE 

Pen elop e Cr u z m ak e- u p  ad  f ak ed  

A leading beauty com pany is in t rouble after deceiv ing potent ial 

consum ers about the m erit s of it s new m ascara. The French m ake-

up m anufacturer LÕOreal decided the natural Lat in looks of act ress 

Penelope Cruz needed enhancing to m ake her eyes look sexier. A TV 

ad featuring Cruz boasted that  the product  could give women "out  of 

this world eyelashes". Unfortunately, the ad forgot  to ment ion that  

as well as the m ascara, CruzÕs eyes were also fit ted with false lashes 

to m ake her eyes look m ore seduct ive. The Advert ising Standards 

Authorit y (ASA) decided that  this was decept ive and that  the advert  

m is- led viewers. L'OrŽal has prom ised to be m ore honest  in it s 

advert ising from  now on. Two years ago, it s m isleading ads for a 

wrinkle cream prom oted by Claudia Schiffer were banned by the 

ASA. 

The ASAÕs ruling pointed out  that  Cruz's sult ry looks overly 

exaggerated nature. Advert ising experts say act resses usually wear 

lashes to m ake their eyes look m ore dram at ic in ads. The Cruz ad 

prom ised the m ascara would m ake eyelashes look Òup to 60 per 

cent  longer" . A TV viewer suspected CruzÕs eyelashes were false and 

com plained to the ASA. LÕOreal quickly adm it ted it s ad did not  give 

the public the full picture. Although the ads suggested the m ascara 

could m ake eyelashes look 60 per cent  longer, independent tests 

showed there was no difference to the length of lashes. The ASA 

said:  "While Penelope Cruz m ay not  have been wearing a full set  of 

eyelashes, the im ages of her wearing indiv idual false 

eyelashesÉ exaggerated the effect  that  could be achieved."  



Penelope Cruz m ake-up ad faked Ð 26th  July, 2007 

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com 
3 

W ARM- UPS 

1 . MAK E- UP:  Walk around the class and talk  to other st udent s about  m ake-
up. Change partners oft en. Aft er  you f inish, sit  w it h your original par tner(s)  and 
share what  you found out . 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

beauty /  being in t rouble /  decept ion /  m ascara /  eyelashes /  w r ink le cream  /  
sult ry  looks /  exaggerat ing /  advert ising /  com plaining /  Penelope Cruz 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3 . COSMETI CS:  In pairs /  groups,  talk about  how good these cosm et ics are.  
Rank them  in order  of which m ake people look m ost  beaut iful.  

• m ascara 
• false eyelashes 
• lipst ick 
• ant i-w rink le cream  

• foundat ion 
• eyeliner 
• nail polish 
• other ___________________ 

4 . AD VERTI SI NG:  Do you always believe the advert s you read or see? Talk  
about  t hese ads.  What  goes through your m ind when you see/ hear t hem ? Change 
the ads so they are t ruer. Change par tners and share what  you said and heard. 

• This m ake-up will m ake you look 60 percent  m ore beaut ifu l 
• This food will help you lose a kilogram  a m onth 
• Our bank cares about  our  custom ers 
• You t oo can learn English in 3 m onths 
• Sm oke a cigaret te and look really  cool 
• This Mac-Burger is ext rem ely healthy 
• Use th is cream  and youÕll look younger 
• Our m obile phone is t he best  in the world 

5 . MAS CARA:  Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of the different  words you 
associate w ith m ascara.  Share your words with your  part ner( s)  and talk  about  them . 
Together,  put  the words into d ifferent  categories. 

6 . QUI CK DEBAT E:  Students A t hink itÕs OK for  advert s to be creat ive w ith  
the t ruth.  Students B th ink advert isers should never t ry  to lie or  deceive.  Change 
part ners oft en.  Share your f indings. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Penelope Cruz is advert ising her own line of  m ake-up. T /  F 

b. A cosm et ics com pany t r ied t o deceive wom en who want  nicer eyes. T /  F 

c. An adver t ising wat chdog said t here was no problem  wit h t he ads. T /  F 

d. Ads for a wr inkle cream  were banned for m isleading people. T /  F 

e. Act resses in ads often wear Òhidden ext rasÓ to enhance products. T /  F 

f.  An execut ive f rom  a r ival com pany com plained t he ads lied. T /  F 

g. The cosm et ics com pany adm it t ed it  had not  given t he full pict ure. T /  F 

h. Penelope Cruz wore a full set  of false eyelashes in a TV advert . T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. leading a. sexy 

2 potent ial b. got  

3. enhancing c. the t ruth 

4. seduct ive d. possible 

5. prom oted e. dazzling 

6. ru ling f.  pushed 

7. dram at ic g. top 

8. the fu ll pict ure h. overstated 

9. exaggerated i.  decision 

10. achieved j .  im proving 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

1. deceiv ing potent ial consum ers about   a. look 60 per  cent  longer 

2 out  of this  b. exaggerated nature 

3. false lashes t o m ake her  eyes look  c. viewers 

4. the advert  m is- led  d. were false 

5. m isleading ads  e. m ore seduct ive 

6. Cruz's sult ry  looks over ly   f.  the m er it s of it s new m ascara 

7. A TV viewer suspected CruzÕs eyelashes  g. that  could be achieved 

8. it s ad did not  give t he public  h. for a w rink le cream  

9. the m ascara could m ake eyelashes  i.  wor ld eyelashes 

10. false eyelashesÉ exaggerated the effect   j .  the fu ll pict ure 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Pen e lop e Cr u z m ak e- u p  ad  f ak ed  

A leading beauty com pany is in __________ after deceiv ing 

pot ent ial consum ers about  t he __________ of it s new 

m ascara. The French m ake-up m anufact urer LÕOreal decided 

the nat ural Lat in looks of  act ress Penelope Cruz needed 

__________ t o m ake her eyes look sexier . A TV ad 

feat uring Cruz __________ t hat  t he product  could give 

wom en "out  of t his wor ld eyelashes" . Unfort unately , t he ad 

forgot  t o m ent ion t hat  as well as t he m ascara, CruzÕs eyes 

were also __________ w it h false lashes to m ake her eyes 

look m ore seduct ive. The Advert ising Standards Aut horit y  

(ASA) decided t hat  t his was __________ and t hat  t he 

advert  m is- led v iewers. L'OrŽal has prom ised t o be m ore 

__________ in it s advert ising from  now on. Two years ago, 

it s m isleading ads for  a wr ink le cream  __________ by  

Claudia Schiffer were banned by t he ASA. 

  

decept ive 

enhancing 

prom ot ed 

t rouble 

fit ted 

m er it s 

boasted 

honest  

 

The ASAÕs ruling __________ out  t hat  Cruz's sult ry looks 

overly  exaggerat ed nat ure.  Advert ising expert s say  

act resses usually wear lashes t o m ake t heir eyes look m ore 

__________ in ads. The Cruz ad prom ised t he m ascara 

would m ake eyelashes look  Òup t o 60 per cent  longer" . A TV 

viewer __________ CruzÕs eyelashes were false and 

com plained t o t he ASA. LÕOreal quickly  adm it t ed it s ad did 

not  give t he public t he __________ pict ure. Alt hough t he 

ads suggested the m ascara could m ake eyelashes look 60 

per  cent  longer , independent  __________ showed t here 

was no difference t o t he __________ of lashes. The ASA 

said:  "While Penelope Cruz m ay not  have been wear ing a 

full __________ of eyelashes, t he im ages of  her wear ing 

indiv idual false eyelashesÉ exaggerat ed t he effect  t hat  could 

be __________."  

  

set  

suspected 

achieved 

pointed 

test s 

dram at ic 

lengt h 

full 
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Pen e lop e Cr u z m ak e- u p  ad  f ak ed  

A leading beaut y com pany _________________ deceiv ing potent ial 

consum ers about  _________________ new m ascara. The French m ake-up 

m anufact urer LÕOreal decided t he nat ural Lat in looks of act ress Penelope Cruz 

needed enhancing _____________________ sexier . A TV ad feat uring Cruz 

boasted t hat  t he product  could give wom en "out  of t his wor ld eyelashes" .  

Unfort unately, t he ad _________________ as well as t he m ascara, CruzÕs 

eyes were also fit t ed w it h false lashes t o m ake her eyes look m ore seduct ive.  

The Advert ising Standards Aut hor it y  (ASA) _____________________ 

decept ive and t hat  t he advert  m is- led v iewers. L'OrŽal has prom ised t o be 

m ore honest  in it s advert ising from  now on. Two years ago, it s m isleading 

ads for a wr ink le cream  prom oted by Claudia Schiffer __________________ 

ASA. 

The ASAÕs _____________________ Cruz's sult ry looks over ly exaggerat ed 

nat ure. Advert ising expert s say act resses usually wear  lashes t o m ake 

____________________ dram at ic in ads. The Cruz ad prom ised the m ascara 

would m ake eyelashes look  Ò_________________ longer" . A TV v iewer  

suspected CruzÕs eyelashes were false and com plained t o t he ASA. LÕOreal 

quick ly adm it t ed it s ad did not  give ______________________. Alt hough t he 

ads suggested t he m ascara could m ake eyelashes look 60 per cent  longer ,  

independent  test s showed _____________________ to t he lengt h of lashes. 

The ASA said:  "While Penelope Cruz m ay not  have been wear ing a full set  of  

eyelashes, t he im ages of her  wearing indiv idual false eyelashesÉ exaggerated 

____________________ be achieved."  
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôb eau t y Õ and Ôcom p an y Õ. 

b eau t y  com p an y  

  

  

  

  

• Share your findings with your partners. 
• Make quest ions using the words you found.  
• Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

• Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
• Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

• leading 
• enhancing 
• boasted 
• m ent ion 
• honest  
• wrinkle 

• overly 
• dram at ic 
• suspected 
• suggested 
• set  
• achieved 
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STUDENT COSMETI CS SURVEY 

Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  COSMETI CS in t he table. Do t his in pairs. Each 
st udent  m ust  writ e t he quest ions on his /  her own paper . 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 
   

Q.2. 
   

Q.3. 
   

Q.4. 
   

Q.5. 
   

• Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you 
found out . Change part ners oft en. 

• Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 
b)  What  do you know about  Penelope Cruz? 
c)  What  do you think of beauty com panies? 
d)  Do you think m ake-up is im portant? 
e)  Do you think m en and wom en spend too m uch m oney on beauty 

products? 
f)  I s it  m isleading to use such beaut iful people to advert ise 

cosm et ics? 
g)  Do you think the claim s cosm et ics com panies m ake about  their 

products are all t rue? 
h)  What  do you think of adverts for cosm et ics? 
i)  What  Òwonder-cosm et icsÓ would you like to see produced? 
j )  Are you convinced there is an ant i-wrinkling cream that  can 

m ake people look younger? 

✄ -------------------------------------------------------------------- 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 
b)  Do you think people use too much m ake-up? 
c)  Would you like 60 per cent  longer eyelashes? 
d)  Do you think LÕOreal intent ionally m is- led consum ers? 
e)  Are there any downsides of using cosm et ics? 
f)  Do you think people should quest ion and challenge the claim s 

m ade in adverts m ore often? 
g)  Do you think cosm et ics are a waste of m oney? 
h)  How m uch m oney would you spend on m aking yourself look 

m ore at t ract ive? 
i)  Do you think LÕOreal should pay for addit ional adverts to tell 

consum ers they lied? 
j )  Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  
what  you talked about . 

a)  What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b)  Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c)  Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d)  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e)  Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

Pen e lop e Cr u z m ak e- u p  ad  f ak ed  

A leading beaut y com pany  is (1)  ____ t rouble after deceiv ing potent ial 
consum ers about  t he m er it s of it s new m ascara. The French m ake-up 
m anufact urer LÕOreal decided t he nat ural Lat in (2)  ____ of act ress Penelope 
Cruz needed enhancing t o m ake her eyes look sexier . A TV ad (3)  ____ Cruz 
boasted t hat  t he product  could give wom en "out  of t his wor ld eyelashes" .  
Unfort unately, t he ad forgot  t o m ent ion t hat  as (4)  ____ as t he m ascara,  
CruzÕs eyes were also f it ted w it h false lashes t o m ake her eyes look m ore 
seduct ive. The Advert ising Standards Aut hor it y (ASA) decided t hat  t his was 
decept ive and t hat  t he advert  m is- led v iewers. L'OrŽal has prom ised t o be 
m ore honest  in it s advert ising f rom  (5)  ____ on. Two years ago, it s 
m isleading ads for a wrink le cream  (6)  ____ by Claudia Schiffer were banned 
by t he ASA. 

The ASAÕs ruling pointed out  t hat  Cruz's sult ry looks (7)  ____ exaggerated 
nat ure. Advert ising expert s say act resses usually (8)  ____ lashes t o m ake 
their  eyes look  m ore dram at ic in ads. The Cruz ad prom ised t he m ascara 
would m ake eyelashes look Òup to 60 per cent  longer" . A TV viewer (9)  ____ 
CruzÕs eyelashes were false and com plained t o t he ASA. LÕOreal quickly  
adm it t ed it s ad did not  give t he public t he (10)  ____ pict ure. Alt hough t he 
ads suggested t he m ascara could m ake eyelashes look  60 per cent   
(11)  ____, independent  test s showed t here was no difference t o t he lengt h 
of lashes. The ASA said:  "While Penelope Cruz m ay not  have been wearing a 
full set  of eyelashes, t he im ages of  her  wearing indiv idual false 
eyelashesÉ exaggerated t he effect  t hat  could be (12)  ____."  

1. (a)  for (b)  over ( c)  in (d)  on 

2. (a)  looks (b)  looking ( c)  looker   (d)  looked 

3. (a)  features (b)  fut ure ( c)  featuring (d)  feature 

4. (a)  good (b)  well ( c)  fine (d)  perfect  

5. (a)  t im e (b)  when (c)  then (d)  now 

6. (a)  prom oter (b)  prom o (c)  prom oted (d)  prom ot ion 

7. (a)  overly (b)  over ( c)  overt   (d)  under 

8. (a)  paint  (b)  wear ( c)  do (d)  grow 

9. (a)  suspected (b)  suspicious ( c)  suspicion  (d)  suspect  

10. (a)  fully (b)  full ( c)  fill ( d)  fills 

11. (a)  long (b)  length ( c)  lengthy  (d)  longer 

12. (a)  achieving (b)  achieves ( c)  achieved (d)  achieve 



Penelope Cruz m ake-up ad faked Ð 26th  July, 2007 

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com 
11 

W RI TI NG:   
Write about  m ake-up for 10 m inutes. Correct  your part nerÕs paper . 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about  
Penelope Cruz. Talk about what you discover with your partner(s)  in 
the next  lesson. 

3 . COSMETI CS POSTER:  Make a poster about  the different  k inds 
of cosm et ics people use around the world. Show your poster to your 
classm ates in the next  lesson. Did you all find out  sim ilar things? 

4 . MA GAZ I NE AR TI CLE:  Write a m agazine art icle about the t ruth 
behind the claim s m ade by cosm et ic com panies. I nclude im aginary 
interviews with a cosm et ic com pany boss and a consum er t rying to 
look m ore at t ract ive. 

Read what you wrote to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Which 
art icle was best  and why? 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to the boss of LÕOreal. Ask him/ her three 
quest ions about  the decept ive advert isem ent . Give him / her three 
suggest ions about  how to be m ore honest  in adverts. Read your let ter 
to your partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer 
your quest ions. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. T c. F d. T e. T f. F g. T h.  F 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

1. leading a. top 

2 potent ial b. possible  

3. enhancing c. imp roving  

4. seduct ive d. sexy  

5. promo ted e. pushed  

6. ruling f. decision  

7. dram at ic g.  dazzling  

8. the full picture h. the t ruth  

9. exaggerated i. overstated  

10. achieved j . got   

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. deceiving potent ial consum ers about   a. the m erit s of it s new ma scara 

2 out  of  this  b. wor ld eyelashes  

3. false lashes t o m ake her eyes look   c. mo re seduct ive  

4. the advert  mi s- led  d. viewers  

5. mi sleading ads  e. for  a wr inkle cream   

6. Cruz's sult ry looks over ly  f. exaggerated nature  

7. A TV viewer suspected CruzÕs eyelashes  g.  were false  

8. it s ad did not  give the public  h. the full picture  

9. the m ascara could ma ke eyelashes  i. look 60 per cent  longer  

10. false eyelashesÉ exaggerated the ef fect   j . t hat  could be achieved  

GAP FI LL:  

Pen elo p e Cr u z m ak e- u p  ad  f ak ed  
A leading beauty  company is in t r o u b le afte r deceiv ing pot enti al consumers about th e m e r i t s  of it s new 
mascara. The French make-up manufactu rer LÕOreal decided th e natu ral Lati n looks of act ress Penelope 
Cruz needed en h an cin g  to  make her eyes look sexier. A TV ad featu ring Cruz b o ast ed  th at th e product  
could give wo men "out of th is wo rld eyelashes". Unfortu nate ly , th e ad forgot to  menti on th at as we ll as 
th e mascara, CruzÕs eyes we re also f i t t e d  wi th  false lashes to  make her eyes look more seducti ve. The 
Adverti sing Sta ndards Auth ority  (ASA)  decided th at th is wa s d e cep t ive and th at th e advert m is- led 
v iewe rs. L'OrŽal has prom ised to  be more h o n est  in its  adverti sing from now on. Two  years ago, its  
m isleading ads for a wr ink le cream p r o m o t ed  by Claudia Schiffer we re banned by th e ASA. 

The ASAÕs ruling p o in t e d  out th at Cruz's sultr y  looks overly  exaggerate d natu re. Adverti sing experts  say 
actr esses usually  we ar lashes t o make th eir eyes look more d r am at ic in ads. The Cruz ad prom ised th e 
mascara wo uld make eyelashes look Òup to  60 per cent longer". A TV v iewe r su sp ect ed  CruzÕs eyelashes 
we re false and complained to  th e ASA. LÕOreal quick ly  adm itte d its  ad did not give th e public th e f u l l  
pictu re. Alth ough th e ads suggeste d th e mascara could make eyelashes look 60 per cent longer, 
independent t est s showe d th ere wa s no difference to  th e len g t h  of lashes. The ASA said:  "While Penelope 
Cruz may not have been we aring a full set  of eyelashes, th e images of her we aring indiv idual false 
eyelashesÉe xaggerated th e effect th at could be ach ieved . "  

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - c 2 - a 3 - d 4 - b 5 - d 6 - c 7 - a 8 - b 9 - a 10 - b 11 - d 12 - c 
 


