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THE ARTI CLE 

W or ld Õs t a l lest  m an  m ar r ies 

The world's tallest  m an has m arried a wom an who is just  two- thirds 

his height  and half his age in a t radit ional cerem ony in Mongolia. 

The wedding took place on July 12th at  the tom b of the m ost 

fam ous ever Mongolian, Kublai Khan. The record-breaking 2.4 m et re 

high groom  Bao Xishun, 56, is a farm er from  Mongolia. He m et his 

bride Xia Shuj ian, 28, earlier this year after searching for a suitable 

wom an by sending advert isem ents around the world. Xia is a pet ite 

1.7 m et res tall and com es up to her husbandÕs elbow when standing 

side by side. I n the end, he didnÕt  have to look so far as his bride is 

a saleswom an from  his own hom etown. More than 2,000 people 

at tended the happy day, including relat ives, locals and a large crowd 

of journalists. 

Bao wore a specially designed, t radit ional pale blue wedding robe 

underneath a decorat ive gold vest . He rode to his bride's relat ives in 

front  of the tom b in a wedding cart  pulled by two cam els. I n keeping 

with Mongolian t radit ion, the bride's fam ily t r ied to "stop" Bao 

reaching his bride, sym bolizing the fam ilyÕs last  efforts to protect  

her. However, they soon changed their m inds after he pleaded to 

see and m arry his intended. The brideÕs fam ily accepted him  and 

offered tea, which m eans he had been accepted into her fam ily. Bao 

entered the Guinness Book of World Records last  year as the world's 

tallest  person. He was average height  unt il the age of 16, when he 

suddenly shot  up to his current  height  within seven years. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . W EDDI NGS:  Walk around t he class and talk to other student s about  
weddings.  Change part ners oft en.  Aft er  you f in ish, sit  w it h your  orig inal part ner( s)  
and share what  you found out . 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

height  /  age /  t radit ional cerem onies /  tom bs /  record breakers /  elbows /  
crowds /  pale blue /  wedding robes /  relat ives /  cam els /  br ides /  t ea /  aged 16 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3 . W EDDI N G:  In pairs /  groups,  talk about  your  wedding ideas for  these 
it em s:  

¥ venue 
¥ cerem ony 
¥ t radit ion 
¥ relat ives and guest s 

¥ clothes 
¥ food 
¥ honeym oon 
¥ vows (prom ises)  

4 . RECORDS:  Talk  with your  par tner(s)  about  these records. Which would you 
like t o break and why? Change partners and share what  you said and heard. 

a)  worldÕs t allest  person 
b)  worldÕs m ost  int elligent  person 
c)  worldÕs m ost  m arried person 
d)  worldÕs greatest  husband /  wife 
e)  worldÕs m ost  beaut iful /  handsom e person 
f)  worldÕs oldest  person 

5 . MA RRI AGE:  Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of the different  words you 
associate w ith m arriage.  Share your words w it h your part ner( s)  and talk  about  t hem . 
Together,  put  the words into d ifferent  categories. 

6 . QUI CK DEBAT E:  Students A think liv ing together  w ithout  get t ing married 
is best . Students B t hink the opposit e.  Change part ners oft en.  Share your f indings. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. The worldÕs t allest  m an has m arr ied t he wor ldÕs t allest  wom an. T /  F 

b. The cerem ony t ook place at  t he t om b of a fam ous Mongolian. T /  F 

c. The m an found his br ide t hrough advert ising worldw ide. T /  F 

d. There were no j ournalist s am ong t he 2 t housand wedding guest s. T /  F 

e. The groom  wore a pale blue robe on t op of a t radit ional gold vest . T /  F 

f.  Two cam els pulled t he bridegroom Õs wedding cart . T /  F 

g. The brideÕs fam ily t r ied t o st op t he groom  from  seeing his int ended. T /  F 

h. The groom  was average height  for his age when he was sixteen. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. cerem ony a. report ers 

2 pet it e b. grew 

3. in the end c. fam ily 

4. journalist s d. sm all 

5. pale e. bet rothed 

6. relat ives f.  celebrat ion 

7. in keeping w ith g. light  

8. int ended h. present  

9. shot  up i.  st icking to 

10. current  j .  eventually 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

1. two- th irds his  a. last  effor t s to protect  her 

2 The record-breaking  b. happy day 

3. Xia is a pet it e  c. with Mongolian t radit ion 

4. I n the end,   d. 1.7 m etres tall 

5. 2,000 people at tended t he  e. up t o his current  height  

6. a specially designed, t radit ional f.  height  and half h is age 

7. I n keeping  g. pale blue wedding robe 

8. sym bolizing the fam ilyÕs  h. 2.4 m etre high groom  

9. he pleaded to see  i.  he didnÕt  have to look so far 

10. he suddenly  shot   j .  and m arry his int ended 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

W or ld Õs t a l lest  m an  m ar r ies 

The world's t allest  m an has m arr ied a wom an who is j ust  

__________ his height  and half his __________ in a 

t radit ional cerem ony in Mongolia. The wedding t ook  

__________ on July 12t h at  the tom b of t he m ost  fam ous 

ever Mongolian, Kublai Khan. The record-break ing 2.4 

m et re high __________ Bao Xishun, 56, is a farm er from  

Mongolia. He m et  his br ide Xia Shuj ian, 28, ear lier t his year  

after searching for a __________ wom an by sending 

advert isem ent s around t he wor ld. Xia is a pet ite 1 .7 m et res 

tall and __________ up t o her husbandÕs elbow when 

standing side by side. I n t he __________, he didnÕt  have to 

look  so far as his bride is a saleswom an from  his own 

hom et own. More than 2,000 people at tended t he happy  

day , __________ relat ives, locals and a large crowd of  

j ournalist s. 

  

com es 

place 

end 

gr oom  

including 

two- t hirds 

suitable 

age 

 

Bao wore a specially designed, __________ pale blue 

wedding robe underneat h a decorat ive gold vest . He rode t o 

his br ide's relat ives in front  of t he t om b in a wedding 

__________ pulled by t wo cam els. I n keeping w it h 

Mongolian t radit ion,  t he br ide's fam ily t r ied t o " st op"  Bao 

__________ his br ide, sym bolizing t he fam ilyÕs last  

__________ t o protect  her . However, t hey soon changed 

their m inds aft er he __________ to see and m arry his 

intended. The br ideÕs fam ily  accepted him  and offered t ea, 

which m eans he had been accept ed int o her fam ily . Bao 

__________ t he Guinness Book of Wor ld Records last  year  

as t he wor ld's t allest  person. He was average height  unt il 

the age of 16, when he suddenly __________ up t o his 

__________ height  wit hin seven years. 

  

cur rent  

reaching 

pleaded 

shot  

t radit ional 

effort s 

ent ered 

cart  
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

W or ld Õs t a l lest  m an  m ar r ies 

The wor ld's tallest  m an has m arried a wom an who _____________________  

height  and half  his age in a t radit ional cerem ony in Mongolia. The wedding 

took place on July  12t h at  t he t om b _____________________ Mongolian,  

Kublai Khan. The record-break ing _____________________ Bao Xishun, 56, 

is a farm er f rom  Mongolia. He m et  his bride Xia Shuj ian, 28, ear lier t his year  

_____________________ suitable wom an by sending advert isem ents 

around t he world. Xia is a pet ite 1 .7 m et res tall _____________________ 

husbandÕs elbow when st anding side by side. I n t he end, he didnÕt  

_____________________ br ide is a saleswom an from  his own hom et own. 

More t han 2,000 people _____________________, including relat ives, locals 

and a large crowd of journalist s. 

Bao wore _____________________, t radit ional pale blue wedding robe 

underneat h _____________________. He rode t o his bride's relat ives in 

front  of t he tom b in a wedding cart  pulled by two cam els.  

_____________________ Mongolian t radit ion, t he bride's fam ily t r ied t o 

"st op"  Bao reaching his bride, sym bolizing _____________________ t o 

protect  her . However , t hey soon changed t heir  m inds aft er  he pleaded t o see 

_____________________. The br ideÕs fam ily accepted him  and offered tea, 

which m eans he had been accepted int o her fam ily. Bao entered t he 

Guinness Book of Wor ld Records last  year  as t he world's tallest  person. He 

was average height  unt il t he age of  16, when _____________________ his 

current  height  wit hin seven years. 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôt w oÕ and Ôt h i r dÕ. 

t w o  t h i r d  

  

  

  

  

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ j ust  
¥ fam ous 
¥ suitable 
¥ elbow  
¥ end 
¥ happy  

¥ pale 
¥ cam els 
¥ sym bolizing 
¥ pleaded 
¥ offered 
¥ shot  
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STUDENT W EDDI NGS SURVEY 

Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  WEDDI NGS in t he table. Do t his in pairs. Each 
st udent  m ust  writ e t he quest ions on his /  her own paper . 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1.     

Q.2.     

Q.3.     

Q.4.     

Q.5.     

¥ Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you 
found out . Change part ners oft en. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 
b)  What  do you think itÕs like to be the worldÕs tallest  person? 
c)  What  do you think itÕs like to be the worldÕs shortest  person?? 
d)  Would you prefer to be the tallest  or the shortest  person in the 

world? 
e)  What  are the good and bad things about being your height? 
f)  Would you like a very t radit ional wedding? 
g)  What  do you think of the idea of advert ising for a partner? 
h)  Would you like 2,000 people to at tend your wedding? 
i)  Could you m arry som eone who is twice or half your age? 
j )  Would you prefer to m arry someone from  your hom etown or 

som eone from  another count ry? 

!  -------------------------------------------------------------------- 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 
b)  What  would you like to wear at  your wedding? 
c)  What  k ind of t ransport  would you like to use to get  to your 

wedding? 
d)  Do you think there are m any problem s with in- laws when 

som eone gets m arried? 
e)  Do you think wedding cerem onies in your count ry or other 

count ries are best? 
f)  Do you think m arriage is im portant? 
g)  What  happens at  a t radit ional wedding in your count ry? 
h)  What  quest ions would you like to ask Bao? 
i)  What  quest ions would you like to ask Xia? 
j )  Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  
what  you talked about . 

a)  What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b)  Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c)  Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d)  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e)  Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

W or ld Õs t a l lest  m an  m ar r ies 

The wor ld's tallest  m an has m arr ied a wom an who is j ust  two- (1)  ____ his 
height  and half  his age in a t radit ional cerem ony in Mongolia. The wedding 
took (2)  ____ on July 12t h at  t he t om b of t he m ost  fam ous (3)  ____ 
Mongolian, Kublai Khan. The record-break ing 2.4 m et re (4)  ____ groom  Bao 
Xishun, 56, is a farm er from  Mongolia. He m et  his br ide Xia Shuj ian, 28, 
ear lier  t his year  after  searching for  a suitable wom an (5)  ____ sending 
advert isem ent s around t he wor ld. Xia is a pet ite 1.7 m et res tall and com es 
up t o her husbandÕs elbow when standing side by side. I n t he end, he didnÕt  
have t o look so far as his br ide is a saleswom an from  his own hom et own. 
More t han 2,000 people (6)  ____ the happy day , including relat ives, locals 
and a large crowd of journalist s. 

Bao wore a (7)  ____ designed, t radit ional pale blue wedding robe 
underneat h a decorat ive gold vest . He rode to his br ide's relat ives in front  of  
the t om b in a wedding cart  pulled by two cam els. I n (8)  ____ w it h Mongolian 
t radit ion, t he br ide's fam ily t r ied to " st op"  Bao reaching his bride,  
sym bolizing t he fam ilyÕs (9)  ____ effort s t o prot ect  her.  However,  t hey soon 
changed t heir m inds after he (10)  ____ t o see and m arry his intended. The 
br ideÕs fam ily accept ed him  and offered tea, which m eans he had been 
accepted (11)  ____ her fam ily. Bao entered t he Guinness Book of Wor ld  
Records last  year as t he world's t allest  person. He was average height  unt il 
the age of 16, when he suddenly (12)  ____ up t o his current  height  w it hin  
seven years. 

1.  (a)  t r iple  (b)  three ( c)  third  (d)  thirds 
2.  (a)  place (b)  places ( c)  placing  (d)  placed  
3.  (a)  person  (b)  of ( c)  ever  (d)  never  
4.  (a)  height  (b)  high  ( c)  big  (d)  large 
5.  (a)  by  (b)  with  ( c)  of (d)  in  
6.  (a)  at t end  (b)  at t ended  ( c)  at t endance (d)  at t endant  
7.  (a)  especially  (b)  special ( c)  specially   (d)  specialt y  
8.  (a)  keeps (b)  kept  ( c)  keep  (d)  keeping  
9.  (a)  lasts (b)  last ing  ( c)  last ly  (d)  last  
10.  (a)  pleasant  (b)  pleased  ( c)  pleaded  (d)  pleasure 
11.  (a)  into (b)  with  ( c)  onto (d)  to 
12.  (a)  shoot  (b)  shot  ( c)  shock  (d)  shoot ing  
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W RI TI NG:   
Write about  weddings for  10 m inutes. Correct  your part nerÕs paper . 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about  
the Guinness Book of Records. Talk about  what you discover with your 
partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3 . RECORDS:  Make a poster showing the different  records you 
would like to break and hold. Show your poster to your classm ates in 
the next  lesson. Did you all f ind out  sim ilar things? 

4 . MAG AZI NE AR TI CLE:  Write a m agazine art icle about the 
m arried life of Bao and Xia. Include an im aginary interview with them 
both 

Read what you wrote to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Which 
art icle was best  and why? 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to Bao. Ask him/ her three quest ions about 
being so tall. Give three suggest ions about  how to live happily with 
Xia. Read your let ter to your partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your 
partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. T c. F d. F e. F f. T g. F h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

1. ceremo ny a. celebrat ion 

2 pet it e b. sm all  

3. in t he end c. eventually   

4. j ournalist s d. report ers  

5. pale e. light   

6. relat ives f. fami ly  

7. in keeping with g.  st ick ing to  

8. intended h. bet rot hed  

9. shot  up i. grew  

10. current  j . present   

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. two- t hirds his  a. height  and half his age 

2 The record- breaking  b. 2.4 me t re high groom  

3. Xia is a pet it e  c. 1.7 me t res tall  

4. I n the end,  d. he didnÕt  have to look so far  

5. 2,000 people at tended t he  e. happy day   

6. a specially designed, t radit ional f. pale blue wedding robe  

7. I n keeping  g.  with Mongolian t radit ion  

8. sym bolizing t he fam ilyÕs  h. last  effort s t o protect  her  

9. he pleaded t o see  i. and m arry his intended  

10. he suddenly shot   j . up t o his current  height   

GAP FI LL:  

W or ld Õs t a l lest  m an  m ar r ies 
The wo rld's ta llest man has married a wo man wh o is just  t w o - t h i r d s his height and half his ag e in a 
tr aditi onal ceremony in Mongolia. The we dding to ok p la ce on July 12th  at th e to mb of th e most famous 
ever Mongolian, Kublai Khan. The record-breaking 2.4 metr e high g r o o m  Bao Xishun, 56, is a farmer from  
Mongolia. He met his bride Xia Shuj ian, 28, earlier th is year afte r searching for a su i t ab le  wo man by 
sending adverti sements  around th e wo r ld. Xia is a peti te  1. 7 metr es ta ll and co m es up t o her husbandÕs 
elbow wh en sta nding side by side. I n th e en d , he didnÕt have to  look so far as his bride is a saleswo man 
from his own hometo wn . More th an 2,000 people atte nded th e happy day, in clu d in g  relati ves, locals and 
a large crowd  of journalists . 

Bao wo re a specially  designed, t r ad i t io n a l  pale blue we dding robe underneath  a decorati ve gold vest. He 
rode to  his bride's relati ves in front of th e to mb in a we dding car t  pulled by two  camels. I n keeping wi th  
Mongolian tr aditi on, th e bride's fam ily  tr ied to  "sto p" Bao r each in g  his bride, symbolizing th e fam ilyÕs last 
e f f o r t s  to  prote ct her.  Howe ver, th ey soon changed th eir m inds afte r he p lead ed  to  see and mar ry his 
inte nded. The brideÕs fam ily  accepte d him  and offered te a, wh ich means he had been accepte d into  her 
fam ily . Bao en t er ed  th e Guinness Book of World Records last year as th e wo rld's ta llest person. He wa s 
average height unti l th e age of 16, wh en he suddenly sh o t  up to  his cu r r en t  height wi th in seven years. 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - d 2 - a 3 - c 4 - b 5 - a 6 - b 7 - c 8 - d 9 - d 10 - c 11 - a 12 - b 
 


