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THE ARTICLE 

British Museum to get bigger 

LondonÕs Brit ish Museum  is going to becom e bigger. Execut ives have 

decided it  is too sm all to accom m odate m any of the world-class 

exhibit ions they want to put  on and have announced plans to build a 

$200m extension. The new galleries will house bigger shows and 

increase the m useum Õs status as one of the best  in the world. I n 

recent years, the m useum has not  been able to cope with the huge 

crowds want ing to see special exhibit ions. I n 2006, the dem and for 

t ickets was far greater than the num ber of t ickets available for it s 

exhibit ions on Persia and Michelangelo. Neil MacGregor, the 

m useum Õs director, said:  "For the Michelangelo we could have had 

three t im es as m any visitors if we'd had space."  The new 1,000 

square m et re space will allow m ore people to see these kinds of 

popular large-scale displays.  

Unfortunately, the new com plex will not  be com pleted in t im e for 

Septem berÕs eagerly awaited exhibit ion, The First  Em peror:  China's 

Terracot ta Arm y. The largest  num ber of terracot ta warriors from  

ChinaÕs Forbidden City ever to leave China will com e to London. The 

m useum  has already sold over 30,000 t ickets and has had to borrow 

exhibit ion space from it s reading room . The Brit ish Museum had to 

turn down Tutankham en and the Golden Age of the Pharaohs at  the 

sam e t ime as the Chinese exhibit ion because it  did not  have enough 

space for both. I f the new buildings were finished today, it  could 

have considered running the exhibit ions from  China and Egypt  at  the 

sam e t im e. Instead, the Tutankham en exhibit ion will be shown in 

another of LondonÕs m useum s and is predicted to be the m ost  

popular show in Brit ish history. 
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WARM-UPS 

1. MUSEUMS: Walk around t he class and talk  to other students about  
m useum s.  Change partners oft en.  Aft er  you finish,  sit  with your  or iginal partner( s)  
and share what  you found out . 

2. CHAT: I n pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

m useum s /  exhib it ions /  galleries /  crowds /  t icket s /  Michelangelo /  Persia /  
Septem ber /  em perors /  London /  Tutankham en /  Egypt  /  Brit ish history 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3. EXHIBITIONS: I n pairs /  groups,  discuss which of the exhibits in t he 
table you would m ost  like to see.  Rank them  on a scale of 10 (= m ust  see)  to 1 (=  
not  at  all in terested) .  Change partners and talk about  your rank ings. Can you agree? 

¥ ChinaÕs Terracot ta soldiers 
¥ the life of birds in your count ry 
¥ the history  of com puters 
¥ the English language 

¥ Tutankham en 
¥ 20th Century fashion and m usic 
¥ the history  and uses of p last ic 
¥ Breaking News English.com  

4. HEADLINES: Talk  with your  par tner(s)  about  t hese headlines.  What  are 
the stor ies behind t he headlines? Do you th ink theyÕll com e t rue? Change par tners 
and share what  you said and heard. 

a)  The Unit ed Kingdom  becom es a liv ing m useum  
b)  Virtual Reality  h istory m useum  opens 
c)  Exhibit ion of English student  ( your nam e_________ )  a m ajor  success 
d)  All m useum s to close and go online 
e)  Wor ldÕs m useum  exhibit s to return t o count ry  of orig in 
f)  Disaster  at  opening of Museum  On The Moon 

5. AN AFTERNOON OUT: You want  to spend an aft ernoon wit h 
part ner( s) . Agree on an order  for  t hese opt ions:  

¥ a m useum  
¥ a football gam e 
¥ a m ovie 
¥ a picnic 

¥ an art  gallery 
¥ a hike in t he m ountains 
¥ a dr ive in the count ryside 
¥ shopping 

6. MUSEUM: Spend one m inute writ ing down all of t he different  words you  
associate with the word Òm useum Ó. Share your words with your part ner( s)  and talk  
about  them . Together,  put  t he words into different  categor ies. 

7. QUICK DEBATE: Students A t hink m useum s should be free.  Students B 
think t he opposit e.  Change part ners oft en.  Share your findings. 
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BEFORE READING / LISTENING 

1. TRUE / FALSE: Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. The Brit ish Museum  will open a branch in anot her English cit y . T /  F 

b. Aut horit ies plan t o spend $200 m illion on t he Br it ish Museum . T /  F 

c. The m useum  has had a lot  of t rouble selling t icket s in recent  years. T /  F 

d. An exhibit ion on Michelangelo was poorly at tended. T /  F 

e. The new m useum  will be com pleted by Sept em ber 2007. T /  F 

f.  The first  m ajor exhibit ion w ill be on Chinese soldiers. T /  F 

g. The m useum  has sold 30,000 t icket s for  a Septem ber exhibit ion. T /  F 

h. An exhibit ion on Egypt Õs Tutankham en will be held at  t he m useum . T /  F 

2. SYNONYM MATCH: Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

1. accom m odate a. standing 

2 extension b. thought  about  

3. cope c. shows 

4. status d. keenly 

5. displays e. sold iers 

6. eager ly f.  house 

7. warriors g. addit ion 

8. turn down h. forecasted 

9. considered i.  deal 

10. predicted j .  rej ect  

3. PHRASE MATCH: Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

1. it  is too sm all to accom m odate  a. was far  greater 

2 The new galleries will house  b. down Tutankham en 

3. É  has not  been able to cope  c. m any of t he wor ld-class exhibit ions 

4. the dem and for  t icket s  d. from  its reading room  

5. we could have had three t im es  e. with t he huge crowds 

6. com pleted in t im e for Septem berÕs  f.  and Egypt  at  t he sam e t im e 

7. borrow  exhibit ion space  g. as m any v isit ors if we'd had space 

8. The Brit ish Museum  had to turn  h. show in Brit ish history 

9. running the exhibit ions from  China  i.  bigger shows 

10. predicted to be the m ost  popular   j .  eager ly  await ed exhibit ion 
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WHILE READING / LISTENING 

GAP FILL: Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

British Museum to get bigger 

LondonÕs Brit ish Museum  is going t o becom e bigger .  

Execut ives have ________ it  is too sm all to accom m odate 

m any  of t he world- class exhibit ions t hey want  t o ________ 

on and have announced plans to build a $200m  extension. 

The new galler ies w ill ________ bigger shows and increase 

the m useum Õs st at us as one of t he best  in the wor ld. I n 

recent  years, t he m useum  has not  been able to ________ 

wit h t he huge crowds ________ t o see special exhibit ions.  

I n 2006, t he dem and for t ickets was far greater t han t he 

num ber of  t icket s ________ for  it s exhibit ions on Persia and 

Michelangelo. Neil MacGregor , t he m useum Õs direct or , said:  

"For t he Michelangelo we could have had three t im es as 

m any v isit ors if we'd had space."  The new 1,000 square 

m et re ________ will allow m ore people t o see t hese k inds 

of popular large-scale ________. 

  

space 

want ing 

house 

available 

decided 

cope 

displays 

put  

 

Unfort unately, t he new ________ w ill not  be com plet ed in 

t im e for Septem berÕs eager ly ________ exhibit ion, The First  

Em peror :  China's Terracot ta Arm y. The largest  num ber of  

terracot ta warriors from  ChinaÕs Forbidden City ever t o 

________ China w ill com e t o London. The m useum  has 

already  sold over 30,000 t icket s and has had to ________ 

exhibit ion space from  it s reading room . The Br it ish Museum  

had t o t urn ________ Tut ankham en and t he Golden Age of  

the Pharaohs at  t he sam e t im e as t he Chinese exhibit ion 

because it  did not  have enough space for bot h. I f t he new 

buildings were f inished today, it  could have ________ 

running t he exhibit ions f rom  China and Egypt  at  t he 

________ t im e. I nst ead, t he Tut ankham en exhibit ion w ill 

be shown in anot her of LondonÕs m useum s and is ________ 

to be t he m ost  popular  show in Br it ish hist ory. 

  

borrow 

sam e 

awaited 

predict ed 

com plex 

down 

leave 

considered 
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LISTENING 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

British Museum to get bigger 

LondonÕs Brit ish Museum  ________________________. Execut ives have 

decided it  is t oo sm all t o accom m odate m any of t he wor ld- class exhibit ions 

they  ________________________ announced plans to build a $200m  

extension. The new galler ies will house bigger shows and increase t he 

m useum Õs st at us ________________________ the wor ld. I n recent  years,  

the m useum  has not  been able t o cope wit h t he huge crowds want ing to see 

special exhibit ions. I n 2006, the dem and for t icket s 

________________________ num ber of  t icket s available for  it s exhibit ions 

on Persia and Michelangelo.  Neil MacGregor , t he m useum Õs direct or,  said:  

"For t he Michelangelo we ________________________ visit ors if we'd had 

space."  The new 1,000 square m et re space w ill allow m ore people to see 

________________________ - scale displays.  

Unfort unately,  t he new com plex ________________________ t im e for  

Sept em berÕs eager ly awaited exhibit ion, The First  Em peror :  China's 

Terracot ta Arm y. The largest  num ber of terracot ta warr iors f rom  ChinaÕs 

Forbidden ________________________ to London. The m useum  has 

already  sold over 30,000 t icket s and ________________________  from  it s 

reading room . The Brit ish Museum  had t o turn down Tutankham en and t he 

Golden Age of t he Pharaohs ________________________ Chinese exhibit ion 

because it  did not  have enough space for  bot h. I f the new buildings were 

finished today, ________________________ t he exhibit ions from  China and 

Egypt  at  t he sam e t im e. I nstead, t he Tut ankham en exhibit ion w ill be shown 

in anot her of LondonÕs m useum s and ________________________ popular  

show in Br it ish history . 
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AFTER READING / LISTENING 

1. WORD SEARCH: Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
‘world’ and ‘class’. 

world class 

  

  

  

  

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2. ARTICLE QUESTIONS: Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3. GAP FILL: I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4. VOCABULARY: Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5. TEST EACH OTHER: Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ Execut ives 
¥ extension 
¥ I n recent years 
¥ I n 2006 
¥ three t im es 
¥ large-scale 

¥ in t im e 
¥ Forbidden City 
¥ borrow 
¥ both 
¥ at  the same t im e 
¥ predicted 
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STUDENT MUSEUMS SURVEY 
Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  MUSEUMS in t he t able. Do t his in pairs. Each 
st udent  m ust  writ e t he quest ions on his /  her own paper . 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 
   

Q.2. 
   

Q.3. 
   

Q.4. 
   

Q.5. 
   

¥ Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you 
found out . Change part ners oft en. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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DISCUSSION 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 
b)  Do you like museum s? 
c)  Can you rem em ber the first  exhibit ion you went to see? 
d)  What  are the benefit s of a society having lots of m useum s? 
e)  Which count ry has the best  museum s? 
f)  How often would you like to go to a m useum ? 
g)  Do you think m useum s should be free to enter? 
h)  What  m useum s are there in your town? 
i)  Are you a large-scale m useum person or a sm all museum 

person? 
j )  Do you prefer going to m useum s alone or with a fr iend? 

!  -------------------------------------------------------------------- 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 
b)  Would you prefer to see an exhibit ion on ChinaÕs Terracot ta 

Arm y or EgyptÕs King Tutankham en? 
c)  How m uch m oney would you pay to see a world-class exhibit ion? 
d)  Why are museum s im portant? 
e)  I f you could request  to see any exhibit ion, what would it  be? 
f)  What  k ind of things would you put  in an exhibit ion of your life? 
g)  Which do you like bet ter, m ovies, m useum s or art  galleries? 
h)  Do you think online m useum s are just  as effect ive as real 

m useum s? 
i)  Would you like to work in a m useum ? 
j )  Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DISCUSSION: Join another partner /  group and tell them  
what  you talked about . 

a)  What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b)  Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c)  Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d)  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e)  Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT WORD: Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

British Museum to get bigger 
LondonÕs Br it ish Museum  is going t o becom e bigger . Execut ives (1)  ____ 
decided it  is t oo sm all t o accom m odate m any of t he wor ld- class exhibit ions 
they  want  t o put  on and have announced plans t o build a $200m  extension. 
The new galler ies w ill ( 2)  ____ bigger shows and increase t he m useum Õs 
stat us as one of t he best  in t he wor ld. I n recent  years, t he m useum  has not  
been able t o cope (3)  ____ t he huge crowds want ing t o see special 
exhibit ions.  I n 2006, t he dem and for t ickets was (4)  ____ greater t han t he 
num ber of  t ickets available for it s exhibit ions on Persia and Michelangelo.  
Neil MacGregor , t he m useum Õs direct or, said:  "For t he Michelangelo we could 
have had t hree t im es (5)  ____ m any visit ors if we'd had space."  The new 
1,000 square m et re space will allow m ore people to see t hese k inds of  
popular large-scale (6)  ____.  

Unfort unately, t he new com plex will not  be com pleted in (7)  ____ for  
Sept em berÕs eager ly awaited exhibit ion, The First  Em peror :  China's 
Terracot ta Arm y. The largest  num ber of terracot ta warr iors f rom  ChinaÕs 
Forbidden City  ever t o (8)  ____ China w ill com e t o London. The m useum  has 
already  sold over 30,000 t icket s and has had to (9)  ____ exhibit ion space 
from  it s reading room . The Br it ish Museum  had to t urn (10)  ____ 
Tut ankham en and t he Golden Age of t he Pharaohs at  t he sam e t im e as t he 
Chinese exhibit ion because it  did not  have enough space for bot h. I f t he new 
buildings were f inished today, it  could have considered (11)  ____ t he 
exhibit ions from  China and Egypt  at  the sam e t im e. I nstead, t he 
Tut ankham en exhibit ion will be shown in anot her of  LondonÕs m useum s and 
is predicted t o be t he m ost  popular  show (12)  ____ Brit ish hist ory . 

1. (a)  has  (b)  having ( c)  have (d)  had 

2. (a)  house (b)  hom e (c)  housing  (d)  room  

3. (a)  for (b)  by ( c)  of (d)  with 

4. (a)  m ore (b)  far ( c)  far ther (d)  distant  

5. (a)  three (b)  as ( c)  m uch (d)  m ore 

6. (a)  displays (b)  display ( c)  display ing (d)  displayed 

7. (a)  hour (b)  clock ( c)  t im e  (d)  day 

8. (a)  fight  (b)  reside ( c)  live (d)  leave 

9. (a)  ask (b)  give ( c)  lend  (d)  borrow 

10. (a)  down (b)  up ( c)  round (d)  in 

11. (a)  run  (b)  running ( c)  runs (d)  ran 

12. (a)  at  (b)  on ( c)  in (d)  by 
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WRITING:   
Write about  m useum s for 10 m inut es. Correct  your part nerÕs paper . 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEWORK 

1. VOCABULARY EXTENSION: Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2. INTERNET: Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about  
the Brit ish Museum . Talk about  what you discover with your partner(s)  
in the next  lesson. 

3. MUSEUMS: Make a poster showing your favourite m useum s. 
Show your poster to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Did you all 
f ind out  sim ilar things? 

4. MAGAZINE ARTICLE: Write a m agazine art icle about the 
value of m useum s and how they can be used to educate m ore people. 
Discuss whether people should have to pay to enter or not . 

Read what you wrote to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Which 
art icle was best  and why? 

5. LETTER: Write a let ter to the boss of the Brit ish Museum . Ask 
him / her three quest ions about the Brit ish Museum . Give three 
suggest ions about how to m ake m useum s bet ter to v isit . Read your 
let ter to your partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will 
answer your quest ions. 
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ANSWERS 
TRUE / FALSE: 

a. F b. T c. F d. F e. T f. T g. T h.  F 

SYNONYM MATCH: 

1. accomm odate a. house 

2 extension b. addit ion 

3. cope c. deal  

4. status d. standing  

5. displays e. shows  

6. eager ly f. keenly  

7. warr iors g.  soldiers  

8. turn down h. reject  

9. considered i. t hought  about   

10. predicted j . forecasted  

PHRASE MATCH: 

1. it  is t oo sma ll t o accomm odate  a. ma ny of t he world- class exhibit ions 

2 The new galler ies will house  b. bigger shows 

3. É  has not  been able to cope  c. with the huge crowds  

4. the dem and for t icket s  d. was far greater  

5. we could have had three t ime s  e. as ma ny visitors if  we'd had space  

6. comp leted in t ime  for Septemb erÕs  f. eager ly awaited exhibit ion  

7. borrow exhibit ion space  g.  from  it s reading room  

8. The Br it ish Museum had t o turn  h. down Tutankham en  

9. running the exhibit ions from China  i. and Egypt  at  the sam e t im e  

10. predicted to be t he mo st  popular  j . show in Br it ish hist ory  

GAP FILL: 

British Museum to get bigger 
LondonÕs Br iti sh Museum is going t o become bigger. Executi ves have decided it is to o small t o 
accom modate  many of th e wo rld-class exhibiti ons th ey wa nt to  put on and have announced plans to  build 
a $200m  exte nsion. The new galler ies wi ll house bigger shows and increase th e museumÕs sta tu s as one 
of th e best in th e wo rld. I n recent years, th e museum  has not been able to  cope wi th  th e huge crowd s 
wanting to  see special exhibiti ons. I n 2006, th e demand for ti ckets  wa s far greate r th an th e number of  
ti ckets  available for its  exhibiti ons on Persia and Michelangelo. Neil MacGregor, th e museumÕs directo r ,  
said:  "For th e Michelangelo we  could have had th ree ti mes as many v isito rs if  we 'd had space."  The new 
1,000 square metr e space wi ll allow more people to  see th ese k inds of popular large-scale displays.  

Unfortu nate ly , th e new complex wi ll not be complete d in ti me for Septe mberÕs eagerly  awaited 
exhibiti on, The First Emperor:  China's Terracotta  Army. The largest number of te rracotta  wa rriors from  
ChinaÕs Forbidden City  ever to  leave China wi ll come to  London. The museum has already sold over  
30,000 ti ckets  and has had to  borrow exhibiti on space from its  reading room. The Briti sh Museum had to  
tu rn down Tuta nkhamen and th e Golden Age of th e Pharaohs at th e same ti me as th e Chinese exhibiti on 
because it did not have enough space for both . I f  th e new buildings we re f inished to day, it could have 
considered running th e exhibiti ons from China and Egypt at th e same ti me. I nste ad, th e Tuta nkhamen 
exhibiti on wi ll be shown  in anoth er of LondonÕs museums and is predicted to  be th e most popular show in  
Briti sh hist ory. 

LANGUAGE WORK 

1 - c 2 - a 3 - d 4 - b 5 - b 6 - a 7 - c 8 - d 9 - d 10 - a 11 - b 12 - c 
 


