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THE ARTI CLE 

An g er  ov er  Ru sh d ie  k n ig h t h oo d  con t i n u es 

The cont roversy over the Brit ish knighthood of prize-winning 

novelist  Salm an Rushdie is escalat ing. The leader of I ranÕs 

parliam ent has said Britain defied a UN resolut ion that  says nat ions 

m ust  not  inflam e religious tensions. Rushdie becam e a figure of hate 

across m uch of the I slam ic world after the publicat ion of his novel 

ÔThe Satanic VersesÕ in 1989. Many Muslim s felt  the novel insulted 

their religion and I ranÕs revolut ionary leader Ayatollah Khomeini 

issued a fatwa calling for his death. An I ranian religious leader has 

rem inded worshippers that  Khom eini's fatwa was st ill in place. He 

said:  " I n I slam ic I ran, the revolut ionary fatwa of [ Khomeini]  is st ill 

alive and cannot  be changed. They [ Britain]  have honoured him  only 

because he insulted the Prophet . I n such a situat ion, honouring him 

m eans confront ing 1.5 billion Muslim s around the world."  

Tensions and anger are part icularly high in Pakistan, where a group 

of businessm en have offered a $150,000 reward for RushdieÕs head. 

The leader of the I slam abad Traders Associat ion called on I slamic 

count ries to boycot t  Brit ish goods and announced:  "We will give 

10m  rupees to anyone who beheads Rushdie."  Pakistan's parliam ent 

called on Britain for a second t im e to withdraw the honour. Som e 

Pakistan analysts have suggested that  President Pervez Musharraf 

was happy to encourage the crisis because it  would dist ract  his 

people from  ant i-governm ent  protests. Meanwhile, I n London, m any 

Muslim s are div ided over the issue. About  20 dem onst rators 

protested outside the m ain m osque following afternoon prayers on 

Friday. Men covered their faces to avoid ident if icat ion and waved 

banners, which read "God curse the QueenÓ and ÒTony Blair is evilÓ. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . HON OURS:  Walk around the class and talk  to other student s about honours 
( knighthoods et c.)  Change par tners oft en. Aft er you f in ish, sit  w it h your  original 
part ner( s)  and share what  you found out . 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

cont roversies /  novelist s /  religious t ensions /  hate /  fatwa /  insult s /  revolut ion /  
boycot ts /  beheading /  crises /  ant i- governm ent  protest s /  dem onst rators /  evil 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3 . I NSULTS:  In pairs /  groups,  discuss which of the it em s in t he table you 
would hate t o see insult ed:  

¥ your looks 
¥ your ideas 
¥ your fam ily 
¥ your relig ion 

¥ your count ry 
¥ your par tner 
¥ your God 
¥ your parent s 

4 . I ÕM A W RI TER:  Your part ner  will choose a writ ing genre for  you. You are 
a fam ous novelist  in that  genre. Walk around the class and talk to the other  
Ònovelist sÓ about  your  life and work. 

5 . RELI GI OUS HEAD LI NES:  Talk  with your  part ner( s)  about  these 
fict ional headlines.  Do you th ink they could com e t rue? How would the world change 
if  t hey cam e t rue? 

a)  Religion banned around t he wor ld 
b)  Chr ist ian leaders apologize to Muslim s for  all past  injust ices 
c)  Fift y  percent  of world populat ion now Buddhist  
d)  One God,  one religion Ð the worldÕs relig ions becom e one 
e)  Hindus and Muslim s agree to live in new state of Kashm ir 
f)  Jews and Muslim s live peacefully  in new Palest ine state 

6 . I SLAM:  Spend one m inute writ ing down all of the different  words you 
associate w ith I slam .  Share your words w it h your par tner(s)  and talk  about  them .  
Together,  put  the words into d ifferent  categories. 

7 . QUI CK DEBAT E:  Students A th ink Br itainÕs governm ent  was right  t o 
honour Salm an Rushdie.  Students B th ink the opposit e.  Change part ners oft en.  
Share your f indings. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Tensions over Brit ain honouring Salm an Rushdie are intensify ing. T /  F 

b. I ran wants a new UN resolut ion t o reverse RushdieÕs knight hood. T /  F 

c. Rushdie angered wor ld Muslim s w it h a book  wr it ten last  year . T /  F 

d. I ranian leaders said a fat wa calling for RushdieÕs deat h will change. T /  F 

e. Pak istani polit icians have offered a huge reward for RushdieÕs head. T /  F 

f.  Pak istani businessm en want  an I slam ic boycot t  of Brit ish goods. T /  F 

g. Pak istanÕs president  is happy t he new crisis has erupted. T /  F 

h. Most  Br it ish Muslim s see no problem  wit h t he knight hood. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. cont roversy dam n 

b. escalat ing ev il 

c. inf lam e divert  

d. satanic enrage 

e. insult ed st rains 

f.  tensions protestors 

g. boycot t  war of words 

h. dist ract  slandered 

i.  dem onst rators avoid 

j .  curse int ensifying 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

a. The cont roversy  of hate 

b. I ranÕs parliam ent  has said Br itain  to boycot t  Brit ish goods 

c. Rushdie becam e a figure  the Prophet  

d. Ayatollah Khom eini issued a fatwa  out side the m ain m osque 

e. he insulted  over the Brit ish knighthood 

f. Tensions and anger are  to avoid ident if icat ion 

g. called on I slam ic count r ies  to w it hdraw the honour 

h. called on Brit ain for a second t im e  defied a UN resolut ion 

i.  dem onst rators protested  calling for his death 

j .  Men covered their  faces  part icularly  high in Pakistan 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

An g er  ov er  Ru sh d ie  k n ig h t h oo d  con t i n u es 

The cont roversy over t he Br it ish knighthood of prize-

winning novelist  Salm an Rushdie is ________. The leader  of  

I ranÕs par liam ent  has said Br itain ________ a UN resolut ion 

that  says nat ions m ust  not  inf lam e religious tensions. 

Rushdie becam e a ________ of hate across m uch of t he 

I slam ic world aft er t he publicat ion of his novel ÔThe Sat anic 

VersesÕ in 1989. Many Muslim s felt  t he novel ________ 

their  religion and I ranÕs revolut ionary  leader Ayat ollah 

Khom eini issued a fatwa calling for his deat h. An I ranian 

religious leader  has ________ worshippers t hat  Khom eini's 

fatwa was st ill in ________. He said:  " I n I slam ic I ran, t he 

revolut ionary fat wa of [ Khom eini]  is st ill alive and cannot  be 

changed. They [ Brit ain]  have honoured him  only because he 

________ t he Prophet . I n such a sit uat ion, honouring him  

m eans ________ 1.5 billion Muslim s around the wor ld."  

  

rem inded 

def ied 

insulted 

insulted 

confront ing 

escalat ing 

place 

figure 

 

Tensions and anger  are ________ high in Pakist an, where a 

group of businessm en have offered a $150,000 ________ 

for RushdieÕs head. The leader of t he I slam abad Traders 

Associat ion called on I slam ic count r ies t o boycot t  Br it ish 

goods and announced:  "We will give 10m  rupees t o anyone 

who ________ Rushdie."  Pakist an's parliam ent  ________ 

on Brit ain for a second t im e t o w it hdraw t he honour . Som e 

Pak istan analyst s have suggest ed t hat  President  Pervez 

Musharraf was happy to ________ the cr isis because it  

would dist ract  his people from  ant i- governm ent  protest s.  

Meanwhile, I n London, m any Muslim s are ________ over 

the issue. About  20 dem onst rators protested out side t he 

m ain m osque follow ing afternoon prayers on Friday . Men 

covered their faces t o ________ ident if icat ion and waved 

banners,  which read "God ________ t he QueenÓ and ÒTony  

Blair is evilÓ. 

  

div ided 

beheads 

reward 

curse 

encourage 

part icularly 

avoid 

called 
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

An g er  ov er  Ru sh d ie  k n ig h t h oo d  con t i n u es 

The _______________________ Br it ish knight hood of pr ize-w inning novelist  

Salm an Rushdie is escalat ing. The leader of  I ranÕs par liam ent  has said Brit ain 

def ied a UN resolut ion t hat  says nat ions _______________________ 

tensions. Rushdie becam e _______________________ m uch of  t he I slam ic 

world after t he publicat ion of his novel ÔThe Sat anic VersesÕ in 1989. Many  

Muslim s _______________________ religion and I ranÕs revolut ionary leader  

Ayat ollah Khom eini issued a fat wa calling for his deat h. An I ranian religious 

leader _______________________ Khom eini's fat wa was st ill in place. He 

said:  " I n I slam ic I ran, the revolut ionary fat wa of [ Khom eini]  is st ill alive and 

cannot  be changed. They [ Brit ain]  _______________________ because he 

insulted t he Prophet . I n such a sit uat ion, honour ing him  m eans confront ing 

1.5 billion Muslim s around t he world."  

Tensions and _______________________ in Pak istan, where a group of  

businessm en have offered a $150,000 _______________________. The 

leader of  t he I slam abad Traders Associat ion called on I slam ic count r ies t o 

boycot t  Br it ish goods and announced:  "We will give 10m  rupees to anyone 

who beheads Rushdie."  Pak istan's parliam ent  called on Br itain for a second 

t im e _______________________. Som e Pakist an analyst s have suggested 

that  President  Pervez Musharraf was happy to encourage t he cr isis because it  

_______________________ from  ant i- governm ent  protest s. Meanwhile, I n 

London, m any Muslim s are div ided over  t he issue. About  20 dem onst rat ors 

protest ed _______________________ follow ing afternoon prayers on 

Friday. Men covered t heir faces t o avoid ident if icat ion and waved banners,  

which read "_______________________Ó and ÒTony Blair is evilÓ. 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôf ig u r eÕ and Ôh at eÕ. 

f ig u r e h at e 

  

  

  

  

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ cont roversy 
¥ defied 
¥ figure 
¥ issued 
¥ alive 
¥ confront ing 

¥ part icularly 
¥ head 
¥ boycot t  
¥ withdraw 
¥ div ided 
¥ banners 
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STUDENT SALMAN RUSHDI E SURVEY 

Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  SALMAN RUSHDI E in t he t able. Do t his in pairs. 
Each st udent  m ust  wr ite t he quest ions on his /  her own paper. 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 
   

Q.2. 
   

Q.3. 
   

Q.4. 
   

Q.5. 
   

¥ Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you 
found out . Change part ners oft en. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 
b)  What  do you think about  Salm an RushdieÕs knighthood? 
c)  Do you think BritainÕs governm ent  should have been m ore 

sensit ive to the feelings of Muslim s around the world? 
d)  Do you think BritainÕs governm ent  should change it s m ind about  

the knighthood? 
e)  Why do you think Britain knighted Rushdie knowing it  would 

inflam e religious tensions? 
f)  What  do you know about  the novel ÔThe Satanic versesÕ? 
g)  What  is your opinion on a religion calling on it s followers to k ill 

another person Ð a fatwa? 
h)  How do you think the knighthood has changed relat ions between 

Britain and Muslim  nat ions? 
i)  Do you think Rushdie is happy with his knighthood, knowing the 

fatwa on him  has been renewed? 
j )  How do you think the Muslim  world would react  if Britain asked 

it s people to kill a prom inent  Muslim  novelist? 

!  -------------------------------------------------------------------- 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 
b)  Do you think Pakistan authorit ies should prosecute the 

businessmen offering a reward for RushdieÕs head? 
c)  Do you think an I slam ic boycot t  of Brit ish goods would be 

effect ive? 
d)  I s it  r ight  for PakistanÕs governm ent  to t ry and change decisions 

in BritainÕs parliam ent? 
e)  Why do you think BritainÕs Muslim s are div ided over this issue? 
f)  Would you ever dem onst rate in the st reets? 
g)  What  k inds of things do you current ly feel st rongly about  to 

m ake a protest  /  write a let ter? 
h)  Are people in your count ry free to m arch in the st reets with 

banners that  at tack your nat ional leaders? 
i)  What  quest ion would you like to ask Salm an Rushdie? 
j )  Did you like this discussion? 
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SPEAKI NG 

TENSI ON S:   

Wit h your part ner( s) , wr ite notes about  relat ions bet ween t he count r ies in 
the t able below. (1)  What  are t he problem s between t hese count r ies? (2)  
How could relat ions bet ween t hem  be m ade perfect? (3)  Why m ight  t here be 
problem s in arr iv ing at  t he solut ions? 

Count r ies (1)  Problem s (2)  Solut ions for   
     perfect  relat ions 

(3)  Problem s w it h 
     solut ions 

Br itain 
and I ran 

   

USA and 
China 

   

Ot her 

 

and 

________ 

   

Change part ner( s)  and com pare your notes.  
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

An g er  ov er  Ru sh d ie  k n ig h t h oo d  con t i n u es 

The cont roversy (1)  ____ t he Br it ish knight hood of pr ize-w inning novelist  
Salm an Rushdie is escalat ing. The leader of  I ranÕs par liam ent  has said Brit ain 
(2)  ____ a UN resolut ion t hat  says nat ions m ust  not  (3)  ____ religious 
tensions. Rushdie becam e a figure of hat e across (4)  ____ of the I slam ic 
world after t he publicat ion of his novel ÔThe Sat anic VersesÕ in 1989. Many  
Muslim s felt  t he novel insulted t heir religion and I ranÕs revolut ionary leader  
Ayat ollah Khom eini issued a fat wa calling for his deat h. An I ranian religious 
leader has rem inded worshippers t hat  Khom eini's fatwa was st ill in (5)  ____. 
He said:  " I n I slam ic I ran, t he revolut ionary fatwa of [ Khom eini]  is st ill alive 
and cannot  be changed. They  [ Br itain]  have honoured him  only because he 
insulted t he Prophet . I n (6)  ____ a sit uat ion, honouring him  m eans 
confront ing 1.5 billion Muslim s around t he world."  

Tensions and anger are (7)  ____ high in Pak istan, where a group of  
businessm en have offered a $150,000 reward for RushdieÕs head. The leader  
of t he I slam abad Traders Associat ion called (8)  ____ I slam ic count r ies to 
boycot t  Br it ish goods and announced:  "We will give 10m  rupees to anyone 
who (9)  ____ Rushdie."  Pak istan's par liam ent  called on Br itain for a second 
t im e t o w it hdraw t he honour .  Som e Pak ist an analyst s have suggested t hat  
President  Pervez Musharraf was happy t o encourage t he cr isis because it  
would dist ract  his people (10)  ____ ant i- governm ent  protest s. Meanwhile, I n 
London, m any  Muslim s are div ided (11)  ____ t he issue. About  20 
dem onst rat ors protested out side t he m ain m osque follow ing aft ernoon 
prayers on Friday . Men covered t heir faces to avoid ident if icat ion and waved 
banners,  which (12)  ____ "God curse t he QueenÓ and ÒTony Blair is ev ilÓ. 

1. (a)  from   (b)  for ( c)  over (d)  by 

2. (a)  defied (b)  defiled ( c)  filed  (d)  fr ied 

3. (a)  torch (b)  inf lam e (c)  explode (d)  incinerate 

4. (a)  whole (b)  m ajority ( c)  m any (d)  m uch 

5. (a)  peace (b)  pace ( c)  places (d)  place 

6. (a)  such (b)  m uch (c)  so (d)  this 

7. (a)  part ially (b)  part icipat ing ( c)  part icularly (d)  peculiar 

8. (a)  out  (b)  in ( c)  over (d)  on 

9. (a)  beheads (b)  behaves ( c)  believes  (d)  becom es 

10. (a)  fear (b)  far ( c)  from  (d)  for 

11. (a)  from   (b)  for ( c)  by (d)  over 

12. (a)  saw (b)  read ( c)  wrote (d)  heard 
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W RI TI NG:   
Write about  fatwa for 10 m inutes. Correct  your part nerÕs paper. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about  
this issue from  different  sides. Talk about  what  you discover with your 
partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3 . W ORLD RELAT I ON S:  Make a poster on relat ions between 
different  count ries around the world. Show your posters to your 
classm ates in the next  lesson. Did you all find out  sim ilar things? 

4 . MAG AZI NE AR TI CLE:  Write a m agazine art icle about the 
effects of the knighthood and fatwa on Salm an Rushdie. Describe how 
both m ight  change his life. 

Read what you wrote to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Which 
art icle was best  and why? 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to the Brit ish governm ent . Ask three 
quest ions about the knighthood. Give three suggest ions about  what 
they can do to im prove relat ions with the Muslim  world. Read your 
let ter to your partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will 
answer your quest ions. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. T b. F c. F d. F e. F f. T g. T h.  F 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

a. cont roversy war of  words 

b. escalat ing intensifying  

c. inflam e enrage  

d. satanic evil  

e. insulted slandered  

f. t ensions st rains  

g. boycot t  avoid  

h. dist ract  divert   

i. dem onst rat ors protestors  

j . curse dam n  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. The cont roversy  over t he Br it ish knight hood 

b. I ranÕs par liam ent  has said Br itain  defied a UN resolut ion 

c. Rushdie becam e a figure  of hate  

d. Ayat ollah Khome ini issued a fatwa  calling for his deat h 

e. he insulted  the Prophet   

f. Tensions and anger are  part icular ly  high in Pak ist an 

g. called on I slami c count r ies  to boycot t  Br it ish goods  

h. called on Br itain for a second t im e  to w ithdraw the honour  

i. dem onst rat ors protest ed  out side the m ain mo sque  

j . Men covered their  faces  to avoid ident ificat ion  

GAP FI LL:  

An g er  ov er  Ru sh d i e k n ig h t h o od  co n t i n u es 
The cont roversy over th e Briti sh knighth ood of prize- wi nning novelist Salman Rushdie is escalat in g . The 
leader of I ranÕs parliament has said Brita in d ef ied  a UN resoluti on th at says nati ons must not inf lame 
religious te nsions. Rushdie became a f ig u r e of hate  across much of th e I slam ic wo rld afte r th e publicati on 
of his novel ÔThe Sata nic VersesÕ in 1989. Many Muslims felt th e novel in su l t e d  th eir religion and I ranÕs 
revoluti onary leader Ayato llah Khomeini issued a fatwa  calling for his death . An I ranian religious leader 
has r em in d ed  wo rshippers th at Khomeini's fatwa  wa s sti ll in p lace. He said:  " I n I slam ic I ran, th e 
revoluti onary fatwa  of [ Khomeini]  is sti ll alive and cannot be changed. They [ Brita in]  have honoured him  
only because he in su l t ed  th e Prophet. I n such a situ ati on, honouring him  means co n f r o n t in g  1. 5 billion 
Muslim s around th e wo rld."  
Tensions and anger are p ar t icu l ar ly  h igh in Pakista n, where a group of businessmen have offered a 
$150,000 r e w a r d  for RushdieÕs head. The leader of th e I slamabad Traders Associati on called on I slam ic 
countr ies to  boycott Briti sh goods and announced:  "We wi ll give 10m  rupees to  anyone wh o b eh ead s 
Rushdie."  Pakista n's parliament ca l l ed  on Br ita in for a second ti me t o wi th draw th e honour. Som e 
Pakista n analysts  have suggeste d th at President Pervez Musharraf wa s happy to  en co u r ag e th e crisis 
because it wo uld distr act his people from anti -government prote sts . Meanwh ile, I n London, many Muslim s 
are d i v id e d  over th e issue.  About 20 dem onstr ato rs prote ste d outs ide t he main mosque followi ng 
afte rnoon prayers on Friday. Men covered th eir faces to  avo id  identi f icati on and wa ved banners, wh ich 
read "God cu r se th e QueenÓ and ÒTony Blair is ev ilÓ. 
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