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THE ARTI CLE 

Scien t i s t s t est  W iTr ici t y  Ð w i r e less e lect r i ci t y  

A team of US researchers has com e up with an elect r icit y system 

that  does not  need wires. This is a breakthrough in what  will 

hopefully be a wireless future. The scient ists, from  the 

Massachuset ts I nst itute of Technology, lit  a 60-wat t  light  bulb using 

m agnet ic f ields. I n the test , the power source was just  two m et res 

away from  the light , but  the team hopes they will soon be able to 

send elect r icity longer distances through the air. They have dubbed 

their new invent ion ÒWiTricityÓ, or wireless elect r icit y. Although wi- f i 

has been around for som e years now, it  has been lim ited to the 

t ransm ission of inform at ion, especially between com puters and 

m odem s, printers and scanners. This is the first  t im e elect r ical 

appliances have been powered wirelessly. 

This new developm ent  m eans that  our houses m ay be free from  

tangled wires. Gone will be the days of having to unplug the vacuum  

to go from  room  to room , and of having count less plugs hidden 

behind the TV and stereo. The new source of delivering power to 

gadgets rem otely m ay also reduce the num ber of f ires caused by 

poor wir ing and overloaded sockets. I t  turns out  the concept is not  

so new. A century ago, inventor Nikola Tesla st ruck upon the idea of 

building a huge tower in New York that  would wirelessly beam  power 

to the cit y. Unfortunately, his idea never cam e to fruit ion, unt il 

today, that  is. I t  will st ill be a while before we have wireless hom es 

and offices. Safety experts will be checking closely to ensure the 

power source causes us no harm . 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . ELECTRI CI TY:  Walk around the class and talk to other  st udent s about  
elect ricit y Ð do you have any Òelect r icit y  stor iesÓ?.  Change part ners oft en. Aft er you 
fin ish,  sit  with your  orig inal partner( s)  and share what  you found out . 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

researchers /  w ires /  breakthroughs /  light  bulbs /  ÔwirelessnessÕ /  appliances /  
developm ents /  vacuum s /  p lugs /  w ir ing /  inventors /  safet y  expert s /  harm   

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3 . W I - TRI CI TY:  With your par tner(s) , decide which of these t hings you 
would like t o have no power cords. How would Ôw irelessnessÕ m ake using these 
things bet t er? Change par tners and share your f indings. 

¥ lam ps 
¥ vacuum  cleaners 
¥ fr idges 
¥ TVs 

¥ com puters 
¥ gam es consoles 
¥ telephones/ fax m achines 
¥ other ___________________ 

4 . FUTURE HEAD LI NES:  Talk about  these future headlines with your 
part ner( s) . Talk about  t he stor ies behind t he headlines. Discuss when these 
headlines m ight  com e t rue:  

¥ Ent ire language downloaded into the brain in 25 seconds 
¥ London to Sydney in a m inute on new SuperJet  
¥ Last  office closes.  World populat ion now work ing from  hom e 
¥ DoctorBots arrive Ð heart  surgery via an easy- t o-swallow  pill 
¥ McDonalds opens first  m oon restaurant  
¥ iPod becom es latest  addit ion t o Ant ique Technology Museum  
¥ Tech whiz- kid Gill Bates invent s replacem ent  to com puter 

5 . ELECTRI CI TY:  Spend one m inute writ ing down all of the different  words 
you associate with elect ricit y. Share your words with your par tner(s)  and talk about  
them . Together,  put  the words into different  categories. 

6 . QUI CK DEBAT E:  Students A st rongly  believe WiTr icit y  will be dangerous 
Ð too m uch elect r icit y in the air;  Students B think WiTricity will revolut ionize our  
lives.  Change part ners oft en.  When you have f in ished,  share your findings. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Scient ist s have tested a radio t hat  doesnÕt  have wires inside it . T /  F 

b. I n anot her test , scient ist s lit  60 different  light  bulbs. T /  F 

c. Scient ist s have sent  elect r icit y t wo m et res t hrough t he air . T /  F 

d. Wi- fi is a concept  t hat  f irst  originated at  t he end of last  year. T /  F 

e. The invent ion of WiTricit y signals t he end of  vacuum  cleaners. T /  F 

f.  WiTricit y m ay reduce t he num ber  of  household elect r ical f ires. T /  F 

g. An invent or st ruck  upon t he idea of  WiTr icit y a hundred years ago. T /  F 

h. Wireless of fices and hom es will be wit h us before t he year is out . T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. com e up with com plet ion 

b. breakthrough gadgets 

c. dubbed spread 

d. t ransm ission jum bled 

e. appliances fault y 

f.  tangled invented 

g. poor send out  

h. st ruck upon called 

i.  beam  revolut ion 

j .  fruit ion thought  of 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

a. A team  of US researchers has com e  appliances have been powered  

b. a breakthrough in what   wir ing and over loaded socket s 

c. lit  a  from  tangled wires 

d. They have dubbed  will hopefully  be a wireless future 

e. the first  t im e elect rical  up with an elect ricit y system  

f. our  houses m ay be free  60-wat t  light  bulb 

g. having count less  upon the idea 

h. fires caused by poor  their new invent ion ÒWiTr icit yÓ 

i.  inventor  Nikola Tesla st ruck  fruit ion,  unt il today 

j .  his idea never cam e to  plugs hidden behind the TV 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Scien t i s t s t est  W iTr ici t y  Ð w i r e less e lect r i ci t y  

A team  of US researchers has ____________ up w it h an 
elect r icit y system  t hat  does not  need wires.  This is a 
____________ in what  w ill hopefully be a wireless fut ure.  
The scient ist s,  from  t he Massachuset ts I nst it ute of  
Technology , lit  a 60-wat t  light  bulb using m agnet ic 
____________. I n t he test , t he power ____________ was 
j ust  two m et res away from  t he light , but  the team  hopes 
they  w ill soon be able to send elect r icit y longer  
____________ through t he air . They have ____________ 
their  new invent ion ÒWiTricit yÓ, or wireless elect r icit y . 
Alt hough w i- fi has been around for som e years now, it  has 
been lim ited t o t he ____________ of inform at ion, 
especially between com puters and m odem s, pr inters and 
scanners. This is t he first  t im e elect r ical ____________ 
have been powered w irelessly . 

  

appliances 

fields 

dist ances 

com e 

t ransm ission 

breakt hrough 

source 

dubbed 

 

This new developm ent  m eans t hat  our houses m ay be free 
from  ____________ w ires. Gone w ill be t he days of having 
to ____________ t he vacuum  t o go from  room  to room , 
and of  hav ing count less ____________ hidden behind t he 
TV and st ereo. The new source of deliver ing power to 
gadgets rem otely m ay also reduce t he num ber of fires 
caused by ____________ w ir ing and over loaded socket s. I t  
turns out  t he concept  is not  so new. A cent ury ago, invent or  
Nikola Tesla ____________ upon t he idea of building a 
huge t ower in New York t hat  would wirelessly  
____________ power t o the cit y. Unfort unately, his idea 
never cam e t o ____________, unt il today , t hat  is. I t  w ill 
st ill be a while before we have wireless hom es and offices.  
Safety  expert s will be checking closely t o ____________ 
the power source causes us no harm . 

  

beam  

unplug 

st ruck 

plugs 

ensure 

tangled 

poor 

fruit ion 
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Scien t i s t s t est  W iTr ici t y  Ð w i r e less e lect r i ci t y  

A team  of US researchers __________________ elect r icit y syst em  t hat  does 

not  need w ires. This is a breakt hrough in __________________ a w ireless 

fut ure. The scient ist s, from  t he Massachuset ts I nst it ute of  Technology , lit  a 

60-wat t  light  bulb __________________. I n t he test , the power source was 

j ust  two m et res away from  t he light , but  t he team  hopes t hey w ill soon be 

able t o send elect r icit y longer dist ances t hrough t he air. They  

__________________ invent ion ÒWiTr icit yÓ, or  w ireless elect r icit y . Alt hough 

wi- f i has been around for  som e years now, it  has been lim ited t o t he 

______________________, especially  between com puters and m odem s, 

pr inters and scanners. This is t he first  t im e elect r ical __________________ 

powered w irelessly . 

This new developm ent  m eans t hat  our houses m ay be __________________  

wires. Gone will be t he days of hav ing t o __________________ t o go from  

room  to room , and of hav ing __________________ behind t he TV and 

stereo. The new source of delivering power t o gadget s rem otely m ay also 

reduce t he num ber  of f ires caused __________________ over loaded 

socket s. I t  t urns out  t he concept  is not  so new. A cent ury ago, invent or  

Nikola Tesla __________________ of  building a huge t ower in New York  t hat  

would w irelessly beam  power t o t he cit y. Unfort unat ely , his idea never  

__________________ t oday, t hat  is. I t  w ill st ill be a while before we have 

wireless hom es and off ices.  Safety  expert s will be check ing closely  t o ensure 

the power source __________________. 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôelect r ici t y Õ and Ôsy st em Õ. 

elect r ici t y  sy st em  

  

  

  

  

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ com e up with 
¥ future 
¥ source 
¥ dubbed 
¥ t ransm ission 
¥ powered 

¥ tangled 
¥ count less 
¥ overloaded 
¥ beam  
¥ fruit ion 
¥ ensure 
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STUDENT W I - TRI CI TY SURVEY 

Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  WI -TRI CI TY in t he table. Do t his in pairs. Each 
st udent  m ust  writ e t he quest ions on his /  her own paper . 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 
   

Q.2. 
   

Q.3. 
   

Q.4. 
   

Q.5. 
   

¥ Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you 
found out . Change part ners oft en. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 
b)  What  do you think about  the idea of WiTricit y? 
c)  I s your room  full of plugs, cables and wires? 
d)  How m uch of a breakthrough do you think WiTricit y is? 
e)  Do you think WiTricity means we will be living in a science fict ion 

world? 
f)  Will WiTricity m ake your daily life easier? 
g)  What  else would you like to send through the air, besides 

elect r icity? 
h)  Do you already m ake use of wi- f i devices? 
i)  What  do you think of the nam e ÒWiTricityÓ? 
j )  Do you think WiTricity will result  in people using less power? 

!  -------------------------------------------------------------------- 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 
b)  Do you have problem s m oving your vacuum cleaner around the 

house? 
c)  Do you ever get  fed up with elect r ic wires? 
d)  How m any plugs do you thin there are in your house? 
e)  Would you sleep bet ter at  night  knowing WiTricit y has reduced 

the risk of elect r ical f ires? 
f)  Why do you think Nikola TeslaÕs idea of wireless elect r icit y never 

cam e to fruit ion? 
g)  What  would you call your autobiography and why? 
h)  Are you looking forward to the age of wireless hom es and 

offices? 
i)  Do you think WiTricity could cause problem s to your health? 
j )  Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  
what  you talked about . 

a)  What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b)  Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c)  Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d)  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e)  Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 
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SPEAKI NG 

ROLE PLAY :   

Your governm ent  want s to give $100,000,000 t o a com pany t o research 
WiTricit y . Should t he com pany get  t he m oney?  
Team  up wit h classm at es who have t he sam e role as you. Develop your roles 
and discuss ideas and Òst rategiesÓ. 

Role A Ð WI -TRI CI TY I NVENTOR 

You think your invent ion is one of the greatest  ever. I t  will 
revolut ionize the way we live. There will be huge energy savings. 
Fewer people will die in house fires. Old and disabled people will be 
able to m ove around m ore. 

THI NK OF MORE REASONS WHY YOU SHOULD GET THE CASH 

Role B Ð OLD PERSON 

You canÕt  wait  for WiTricit y. You have great  t rouble bending down to 
put  plugs in sockets. You have t r ipped over wires m any t im es and 
broken bones. There was nearly an elect r ical fire in your house last  
year. 

THI NK OF MORE REASONS WHY WI -TRI CI TY WI LL HELP YOU 

Role C Ð SAFETY EXPERT 

You are 100%  convinced that  WiTricit y is a huge danger. The 
am ount  of elect r icit y in the air will cause m any health problem s. I t  
will also cause m ore fires as the WiTricit y builds up in heat patches. 
The idea should be abandoned. 

THI NK OF MORE REASONS WHY WI -TRI CI TY I S BAD 

Role D Ð ENVI RONMENTALI ST 

You think the governm ent  should not  waste m oney on m aking the 
lives of r ich people m ore com fortable. This will only encourage 
laziness and poor health. This grant  should go to aid poor people in 
developing count ries. 

THI NK OF REASONS WHY THE I NVENTORS SHOULD NOT GET THE CASH 

Change roles and repeat  t he role play . Com m ent  in groups about  t he 
differences between t he t wo role plays. 

I n pairs /  groups, discuss whet her you really believe in what  you said while 
you were in your roles. 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

Scien t i s t s t est  W iTr ici t y  Ð w i r e less e lect r i ci t y  

A team  of US researchers has com e (1)  ____ wit h an elect r icit y system  t hat  
does not  need wires. This is a breakt hrough (2)  ____ what  will hopefully  be a 
wireless fut ure. The scient ist s, f rom  the Massachuset ts I nst it ute of  
Technology , (3)  ____ a 60-wat t  light  bulb using m agnet ic fields. I n t he test ,  
the power source was j ust  two m et res away from  t he light , but  t he team  
hopes t hey will soon be able to send elect r icit y  longer  dist ances t hrough t he 
air. They have (4)  ____ t heir new invent ion ÒWiTricit yÓ, or w ireless 
elect r icit y . Alt hough wi- f i has been around for  (5)  ____ years now, it  has 
been lim it ed t o t he t ransm ission of inform at ion, especially between 
com puters and m odem s, pr inters and scanners. This is t he f irst  t im e 
elect r ical appliances have been powered (6)  ____. 

This new developm ent  m eans t hat  our houses m ay be free from  tangled 
wires. (7)  ____ will be t he days of hav ing to unplug t he vacuum  t o go from  
room  t o room , and of hav ing (8)  ____ plugs hidden behind t he TV and 
stereo. The new source of delivering power t o gadget s rem otely m ay also 
reduce t he num ber of f ires caused by (9)  ____ wir ing and over loaded 
socket s. I t  t urns out  t he concept  is not  so new. A cent ury ago, invent or  
Nikola Tesla st ruck  (10)  ____ t he idea of  building a huge t ower  in New York  
that  would wirelessly  beam  power  t o t he cit y.  Unfort unately,  his idea never  
cam e t o (11)  ____, unt il t oday , t hat  is. I t  will st ill be a while before we have 
wireless hom es and off ices. Safety expert s w ill be check ing closely to  
(12)  ____ t he power source causes us no harm . 

1. (a)  down  (b)  up ( c)  over (d)  under 

2. (a)  in (b)  on ( c)  out   (d)  by 

3. (a)  m atch (b)  lam p (c)  lit  ( d)  light  

4. (a)  duped (b)  dabbled ( c)  daubed (d)  dubbed 

5. (a)  few (b)  som et im e (c)  som e (d)  any 

6. (a)  wired (b)  wirelessly ( c)  wireless (d)  wires 

7. (a)  Been (b)  Gone (c)  Went  (d)  Going 

8. (a)  count less (b)  count ing ( c)  countable (d)  counted 

9. (a)  dest itute (b)  broke ( c)  m eager  (d)  poor 

10. (a)  upon (b)  gold ( c)  in (d)  up 

11. (a)  fruit iness (b)  fruit ful ( c)  fruit ion (d)  fruity 

12. (a)  pleasure (b)  censure ( c)  reassure (d)  ensure 
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W RI TI NG:   
Write about  w ireless elect r icit y for 10 m inut es. Correct  your par t nerÕs paper . 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about  
wireless elect r icit y. Talk about what you discover with your partner(s)  
in the next  lesson. 

3 . MO DERN TECHN OLOGY POSTER:  Make a poster about the 
different  k inds of m odern technology you think will be with us soon. 
Show your poster to your class in the next  lesson. Vote on the best  
one(s) . 

4 . MAG AZI NE AR TI CLE:  Write a m agazine art icle about wireless 
elect r icity. Discuss the m erit s of having wireless homes and offices. 

Read what you wrote to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Which 
art icle was best  and why? 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to the MIT researchers. Ask them  three 
quest ions about  WiTricit y. Give them three suggest ions about  what  
other things they could invent to m ake our lives bet ter. Read your 
let ter to your partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will 
answer your quest ions. 



Scient ist s test  WiTricit y Ð wireless elect r icit y  Ð 13th  June, 2007 

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com 
14 

ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. F c. T d. F e. F f. T g. T h.  F 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

a. come  up with invented 

b. breakt hrough revolut ion 

c. dubbed called  

d. t ransmi ssion spread  

e. appliances gadgets  

f. t angled jumb led  

g. poor fault y  

h. st ruck upon thought  of  

i. beam  send out   

j . fruit ion comp let ion  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. A team of US researchers has com e  up wit h an elect r icit y system  

b. a breakt hrough in what   will hopefully be a wireless fut ure 

c. lit  a  60-wat t  light  bulb 

d. They  have dubbed  their  new invent ion ÒWiTricit yÓ 

e. the fir st  t ime  elect r ical  appliances have been powered  

f. our  houses ma y be free  from  tangled wires  

g. hav ing count less  plugs hidden behind t he TV 

h. fires caused by poor   wir ing and over loaded sockets  

i. invent or Nikola Tesla st ruck  upon the idea  

j . his idea never came  t o  fruit ion,  unt il t oday  

GAP FI LL:  

Sci en t i st s  t est  W i Tr ici t y  Ð w i r e l ess e lect r i ci t y  
A te am of US researchers has co m e  up wi th  an electr icit y  syste m th at  does not  need wi res.  This is a 
b r ea k t h r o u g h  in wh at wi ll hopefully  be a wi reless futu re.  The scienti sts , from th e Massachusett s I nsti tu te  
of Technology, lit a 60 -wa tt light bulb using magneti c f ie ld s. I n th e te st, th e powe r so u r ce wa s just tw o 
metr es awa y from th e light, but th e te am hopes th ey wi ll soon be able to  send electr icity  longer  
d is t an ces t hrough th e air. They have d u b b ed  th eir new inventi on ÒWiTricity Ó, or wi reless elect r icity .  
Alth ough wi - f i has been around for some years now, it has been lim ite d to  th e t r an sm issio n  of 
informati on, especially  betwe en compute rs and modem s, printe rs and scanners. This is th e f irst ti me 
electr ical a p p l ian ces have been powe red wi relessly . 

This new development means th at our houses may be free from t an g l ed  wi res. Gone wi ll be th e days of  
having to  u n p lu g  th e vacuum to  go from room to  room, and of having countl ess p lu g s hidden behind th e 
TV and ste reo. The new source of delivering powe r t o gadgets  remote ly may also reduce th e number of  
f ires caused by p o o r  wi r ing and overloaded sockets . I t tu rns out th e concept is not so new. A centu ry ago,  
inventor Nikola Tesla st r u ck  upon th e idea of building a huge to we r in New York th at wo uld wi relessly  
b eam  powe r to  th e city . Unfortu nate ly , his idea never came to  f r u i t io n , unti l to day, th at is. I t wi ll sti l l be 
a wh ile before we have wi reless homes and off ices. Safety  experts  wi ll be checking closely to  en su r e th e 
powe r source causes us no harm . 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 
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