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THE ARTICLE 

US issues Chinese toothpaste warning 

Consum er safety officials in the USA have warned Am ericans against  

using a toothpaste m ade in China because it  m ay be poisonous. The 

Food and Drug Administ rat ion (FDA)  declared that  Chinese 

toothpaste m ay contain a toxic chem ical com m only used in 

ant ifreeze Ð a substance that  protects car engines from  freezing in 

cold weather. The FDA said that  while there have so far been no 

reports of toothpaste poisoning in the US, contam inat ion has been 

reported in Mexico and Panam a. I t  has also found t races of the 

chem ical, diethylene glycol (DEG) , in a shipm ent  at  the US border 

with Mexico and at  retail stores in Florida and Puerto Rico. The 

agency said it  did not  want  to alarm  the public, but  feels it  needs to 

err on the side of caut ion and that  it  was bet ter to be safe than 

sorry. 

DEG is actually found in other foods. I t  is used in low-cost  

sweeteners and as a thickening agent  in cooking. The FDAÕs 

concerns are that  it  should not  be included in the ingredients of 

toothpaste. Officials say the chemical can be dangerous to children 

and to those with k idney or liver disease. The FDAÕs Deborah Autor 

expressed her fears over the substance, saying:  "Our concern today 

is potent ially  about all toothpaste that  com es in from  China.Ó She 

added:  "Our est im ate is that  China m akes up about  US$3.3 m illion 

of the US$2 billion US toothpaste m arket ."  The FDA reported that  

DEG has been im properly added to a variety of other Chinese 

products, including sedat ives and cough syrups. I n Panam a, last  

Septem ber, over 40 people died after taking a cough m ixture 

containing DEG. 
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WARM-UPS 

1. TOOTHPASTE: Walk around t he class and talk to other  students about  
toothpaste.  Change par tners oft en.  Aft er  you finish,  sit  with your  or iginal part ner( s)  
and share what  you found out . 

2. CHAT: I n pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

safety  /  t oothpaste /  poison /  ant ifreeze /  chem icals /  borders /  being safe /  
sweeteners /  food addit ives /  fears /  Chinese products /  sedat ives /  cough syrup 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3. QUALITY: With your partner( s) , decide how m uch you t rust  the product s 
from  these count ries. What  kinds of product s are t hey good at  m aking? Change 
part ners and share your f indings. 

¥ China 
¥ USA 
¥ Brazil 
¥ Kenya 

¥ England 
¥ Japan 
¥ I ndia 
¥ I taly 

4. CONSUMER SAFETY: Are you sure everything you buy is safe /  good  
for you? Discuss the possib le dangers of t he following. Rank them :  10 =  ÒIÕm  100%  
sure about  t he safetyÓ;  1 =  ÒI  worry  a lot  about  the safet yÓ. 

¥ toothpaste 
¥ McDonaldÕs ham burgers 
¥ m obile phones 
¥ airp lanes 

¥ chocolate 
¥ eggs 
¥ m icrowave ovens 
¥ childrenÕs toys 

5. DANGEROUS CLASSROOM: Walk around your classroom  w ith your 
part ner.  Try  to find five possible dangers.  Change par tners and share your dangers.  
Talk about  how to reduce t hese dangers. 

6. TOOTHPASTE: Spend one m inute writ ing down all of the different  words 
you associate w it h toothpaste. Share your words with your part ner( s)  and talk  about  
them . Together,  put  the words into different  categories. 

7. QUICK DEBATE: Students A st rongly believe all Chinese toothpaste 
should be banned around the world;  Students B t hink Chinese-m ade toothpaste is 
perfect ly  safe.  Change part ners oft en.  When you have finished,  share your f indings. 
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BEFORE READING / LISTENING 

1. TRUE / FALSE: Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Chinese-m ade t oot hpaste m ay cont ain a poisonous chem ical. T /  F 

b. A US agency recom m ends put t ing t oot hpast e in cars in t he cold. T /  F 

c. Several Am ericans have fallen ill aft er using Chinese t oot hpaste. T /  F 

d. US safety off icials adv ised cit izens itÕs bet ter t o be sorry t han safe. T /  F 

e. A chem ical t he US considers t oxic is used t o sweeten food. T /  F 

f.  The chem ical is harm ful t o k ids and t hose w it h bad kidneys.  T /  F 

g. Fift y percent  of t he toot hpast e Am er icans buy is m ade in China. T /  F 

h. There were over 40 deat hs in Panam a due t o t he chem ical. T /  F 

2. SYNONYM MATCH: Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. officials tox ic 

b. poisonous sleeping pills 

c. declared fears 

d. t races cut - rate 

e. alarm  announced 

f. low-cost  incorrect ly 

g. concerns signs 

h. m akes up bureaucrat s 

i.  im properly panic 

j .  sedat ives const it ut es 

3. PHRASE MATCH: Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

a. warned Am er icans against   those w it h kidney or liver d isease 

b. a toxic chem ical com m only  agent  in cooking 

c. a substance that  protects car  engines  used in ant ifreeze 

d. contam inat ion has been  using a toothpaste 

e. it  was bet ter  t o be safe  about  all toothpaste 

f.  a th ickening  report ed in Mexico 

g. dangerous t o children and to  US toothpaste m arket  

h. Our concern today is potent ially than sorry 

i.  the US$2 billion  m ixture contain ing DEG 

j . people died aft er  tak ing a cough  from  freezing 
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WHILE READING / LISTENING 

GAP FILL: Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

US issues Chinese toothpaste warning 

Consum er ________ officials in t he USA have warned 

Am ericans against  using a toot hpast e m ade in China 

because it  m ay be ________. The Food and Drug 

Adm inist rat ion (FDA) declared t hat  Chinese t oot hpaste 

m ay ________ a t oxic chem ical com m only used in 

ant if reeze Ð a ________ t hat  protect s car engines from  

freezing in cold weat her. The FDA said t hat  while t here 

have so far  been no report s of toot hpast e poisoning in t he 

US, ________ has been reported in Mex ico and Panam a. I t  

has also found ________ of t he chem ical, diet hy lene glycol 

(DEG) , in a shipm ent  at  the US border w it h Mexico and at  

retail st ores in Flor ida and Puert o Rico. The agency  said it  

did not  want  t o ________ t he public, but  feels it  needs t o 

err on t he side of caut ion and t hat  it  was bet ter t o be safe 

than ________. 

  

subst ance 

alarm  

contain 

sorry 

contam inat ion 

safety 

t races 

poisonous 

 

DEG is act ually  found in ot her foods. I t  is used in 

________ sweeteners and as a t hickening agent  in 

cooking. The FDAÕs ________ are that  it  should not  be 

included in the ingredient s of t oot hpaste. Off icials say the 

chem ical can be dangerous t o children and to ________ 

wit h k idney  or  liver  disease. The FDAÕs Deborah Autor  

expressed her fears over t he substance, saying:  "Our  

concern today is ________ about  all t oot hpast e t hat  com es 

in from  China.Ó She added:  "Our ________ is t hat  China 

m akes up about  US$3.3 m illion of t he US$2 billion US 

toot hpaste m arket ."  The FDA reported t hat  DEG has been 

________ added t o a variety of ot her Chinese products,  

including sedat ives and cough ________. I n Panam a, last  

Sept em ber,  over  40 people died after t aking a cough 

________ containing DEG. 

  

im properly 

pot ent ially  

concerns 

m ixt ure 

low-cost  

sy rups 

est im ate 

those 
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LISTENING 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

US issues Chinese toothpaste warning 

Consum er safety off icials in t he USA have warned Am er icans ____________ 

toot hpaste m ade in China because it  ____________. The Food and Drug 

Adm inist rat ion (FDA)  declared t hat  Chinese t oot hpaste m ay contain a t ox ic 

chem ical com m only ____________ Ð a subst ance t hat  prot ect s car engines 

from  freezing in cold weat her . The FDA said that  while t here ____________ 

no report s of t oot hpaste poisoning in t he US, contam inat ion has been 

reported in Mex ico and Panam a. I t  __________________ of  t he chem ical,  

diet hylene glycol (DEG), in a shipm ent  at  t he US border wit h Mexico and at  

retail st ores in Flor ida and Puert o Rico. The agency said it  did not  

____________, but  feels it  needs t o er r on t he side of caut ion and t hat  it  

was bet ter t o _________________. 

DEG is ____________________ foods. I t  is used in low-cost  sweeteners and 

as a t hickening agent  in cook ing. The FDAÕs concerns are t hat  it  should not  

be included in t he ingredient s of toot hpaste. Officials say t he chem ical can be 

dangerous t o children and _______________ or liver disease. The FDAÕs 

Deborah Aut or  expressed her fears over  t he subst ance, saying:  "Our concern 

today is ________________ t oot hpaste t hat  com es in f rom  China.Ó She 

added:  "Our est im ate is t hat  China ____________ US$3.3 m illion of  t he 

US$2 billion US t oot hpaste m arket ."  The FDA report ed t hat  DEG has been 

___________________ a var iety  of  ot her Chinese product s,  including 

sedat ives and cough sy rups. I n Panam a, last  Septem ber , over  40 people died 

__________________ m ixt ure containing DEG. 
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AFTER READING / LISTENING 

1. WORD SEARCH: Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
‘consumer’ and ‘safety’. 

consumer safety 

  

  

  

  

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2. ARTICLE QUESTIONS: Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3. GAP FILL: I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4. VOCABULARY: Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5. TEST EACH OTHER: Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ against  
¥ declared 
¥ protects 
¥ contam inat ion 
¥ err 
¥ sorry 

¥ sweeteners 
¥ ingredients 
¥ fears 
¥ m akes up 
¥ im properly 
¥ m ixture 
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STUDENT SURVEY 
Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  CONSUMER SAFETY in t he table. Do t his in pairs. 
Each st udent  m ust  wr ite t he quest ions on his /  her own paper. 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 
   

Q.2. 
   

Q.3. 
   

Q.4. 
   

Q.5. 
   

¥ Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you 
found out . Change part ners oft en. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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DISCUSSION 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 
b)  Do you worry about  the safety of consum er products? 
c)  What  k ind of things do you think they put  in toothpaste? 
d)  Do you think twice about  buying goods from  other count ries? 
e)  Would you buy toothpaste m ade in China? 
f)  Would you buy a Chinese-m ade com puter or car? 
g)  How do you think an ant ifreeze ingredient  could be out  in 

toothpaste? 
h)  Do you worry about  where the goods you buy com e from ? 
i)  When was the last  t im e you erred on the side of caut ion? 
j )  Do you always think it  is bet ter to be safe than sorry? 

!  -------------------------------------------------------------------- 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 
b)  Do you ever worry about all the chem icals m anufacturers put  in 

our food and other products? 
c)  Has there been a case of poisoning from  tainted products in your 

count ry? 
d)  Should Chinese toothpaste be banned around the world? 
e)  Will you now go hom e and check your toothpaste? 
f)  Do you t rust  the safety of medicine? 
g)  Do you think the FDA is over- react ing? 
h)  What  is your favourite toothpaste and why? 
i)  How would you like toothpastes to change? 
j )  Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DISCUSSION: Join another partner /  group and tell them  
what  you talked about . 

a)  What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b)  Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c)  Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d)  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e)  Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 
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SPEAKING 

TOOTHPASTE: 

Your new job is to m ake a new brand of toot hpaste t he best - selling in t he 
world. Com plete t his table w it h your t oot hpast e-m arketer part ner( s) . 

Decisions Why? 

Toot hpaste nam e 
 

New f lavours 
 

Secret  feat ures 
 

Kind of TV ads 
 

Celebr it y face t o 
prom ot e it  

 

Slogan 
 

¥ Change part ners and share your ideas. 
¥ Decide on an overall winner . 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT WORD: Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

US issues Chinese toothpaste warning 

Consum er safety of ficials in t he USA have warned Am er icans (1)  ____ using 
a t oot hpaste m ade in China because it  m ay be poisonous. The Food and Drug 
Adm inist rat ion (FDA) (2)  ____ t hat  Chinese toot hpaste m ay cont ain a tox ic 
chem ical com m only used in ant ifreeze Ð a substance t hat  protect s car  
engines (3)  ____ freezing in cold weat her. The FDA said t hat  while t here 
have so far been no report s of t oot hpaste poisoning in t he US, contam inat ion 
has been report ed in Mex ico and Panam a. I t  has also found (4)  ____ of t he 
chem ical, diet hy lene glycol (DEG), in a shipm ent  at  t he US border wit h  
Mex ico and at  retail st ores in Flor ida and Puert o Rico. The agency said it  did 
not  want  t o (5)  ____ the public, but  feels it  needs t o (6)  ____ on t he side of  
caut ion and t hat  it  was bet ter  to be safe t han sorry . 

DEG is act ually found in ot her foods. I t  is used in low-cost  sweet eners and as 
a thickening (7)  ____ in cook ing. The FDAÕs concerns are t hat  it  should not  
be included in t he ingredient s of toot hpast e. Officials say t he chem ical  
(8)  ____ be dangerous t o children and t o t hose wit h k idney or liver disease. 
The FDAÕs Deborah Aut or expressed her  fears (9)  ____ t he subst ance, 
saying:  "Our concern t oday  is pot ent ially  about  all t oot hpaste t hat  com es in 
from  China.Ó She added:  "Our est im at e is t hat  China (10)  ____ about  US$3.3 
m illion of  t he US$2 billion US toot hpast e m arket ."  The FDA reported t hat  
DEG has been im properly (11)  ____ t o a var iety of ot her Chinese product s,  
including sedat ives and cough syrups. I n Panam a, last  Septem ber , over  40 
people died (12)  ____ t aking a cough m ixt ure containing DEG. 

1. (a)  against  (b)  for ( c)  not  (d)  again 

2. (a)  declares (b)  declarat ion ( c)  declared  (d)  declaring 

3. (a)  by (b)  with ( c)  for (d)  from  

4. (a)  braces (b)  t races ( c)  races (d)  aces 

5. (a)  alarm  bells (b)  stand-by ( c)  alarm  (d)  snooze 

6. (a)  err (b)  error ( c)  m istake (d)  throw 

7. (a)  spy (b)  bureau (c)  agency (d)  agent  

8. (a)  should (b)  can ( c)  has to (d)  to 

9. (a)  in (b)  under ( c)  over (d)  out  

10. (a)  fabr icates (b)  m akes up ( c)  lies about  (d)  gives up  

11. (a)  added (b)  adds ( c)  ads (d)  addit ion 

12. (a)  as (b)  with ( c)  because (d)  aft er 
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WRITING:   
Write about  t oot hpaste for 10 m inut es. Correct  your part nerÕs paper . 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEWORK 

1. VOCABULARY EXTENSION: Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2. INTERNET: Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about  
tainted products. Talk about  what  you discover with your partner(s)  in 
the next  lesson. 

3. TOOTHPASTE POSTER: Make a poster about  toothpaste and 
it s ingredients. Show your poster to your class in the next  lesson. Vote 
on the best  one(s) . 

4. MAGAZINE ARTICLE: Write a m agazine art icle about  
consum er safety and the dangers of t rust ing im ported goods.  

Read what you wrote to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Which 
art icle was best  and why? 

5. LETTER: Write a let ter to the head of a Chinese toothpaste 
com pany. Ask him  /  her three quest ions about  toothpaste safety. Give 
him  /  her three pieces of advice about how to sell m ore toothpaste. 
Read your let ter to your partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your 
partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. 
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ANSWERS 
TRUE / FALSE: 

a. T b. F c. F d. F e. T f. T g. F h.  T 

SYNONYM MATCH: 

a. officials bureaucrats 

b. poisonous toxic  

c. declared announced 

d. t races signs  

e. alarm  panic  

f. low-cost  cut - rate  

g. concerns fears  

h. ma kes up const itutes  

i. imp roper ly incorrect ly   

j . sedat ives sleeping pills  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. warned Ame r icans against   using a toothpaste 

b. a tox ic chem ical com mo nly   used in ant ifreeze  

c. a substance that  protects car engines  from  freezing  

d. contami nat ion has been  report ed in Mex ico  

e. it  was bet ter to be safe  than sorry 

f. a thickening  agent  in cook ing  

g. dangerous to children and t o  those wit h kidney or liver disease  

h. Our concern t oday is potent ially about  all t oothpaste  

i. t he US$2 billion  US t oothpast e m arket   

j . people died after taking a cough  mi xture containing DEG  

GAP FILL: 

US issues Chinese toothpaste warning 
Consumer safety off icials in th e USA have wa rned Americans against using a to oth paste  made in China 
because it may be poisonous. The Food and Drug Administr ati on (FDA)  declared th at Chinese to oth paste  
may contain a to x ic chem ical commonly used in anti freeze Ð a substance th at prote cts  car engines from  
freezing in cold we ath er. The FDA said th at wh ile th ere have so far been no reports  of to oth paste  
poisoning in th e US, contamination has been reporte d in Mexico and Panama. I t has also found traces 
of th e chem ical, dieth y lene glycol ( DEG) , in a shipment at t he US border wi th  Mexico and at reta il sto res 
in Florida and Puert o Rico. The agency said it did not wa nt  t o alarm th e public, but feels it needs to  er r on 
th e side of cauti on and th at it wa s bette r to  be safe th an sorry.  

DEG is actu ally  found in ot her foods. I t is used in low-cost swe ete ners and as a th ickening agent in  
cooking. The FDAÕs concerns are th at it should not be included in th e ingredients  of to othpaste . Off icials 
say th e chem ical can be dangerous t o children and to  those wi th  k idney or liver disease. The FDAÕs 
Deborah Auto r expressed her fears over th e substa nce, saying:  "Our concern to day is potentially about  
all to oth paste  t hat comes in from China.Ó She added:  "Our estimate is th at China makes up about  
US$3.3 m illion of th e US$2 billion US to oth paste  market."  The FDA reporte d th at DEG has been 
improperly added to  a variety  of oth er Chinese products , including sedati ves and cough syrups. I n 
Panama, last Septe mber, over 40 people died after ta k ing a cough mixture conta ining DEG. 

LANGUAGE WORK 

1 - a 2 - c 3 - d 4 -b 5 - c 6 -a 7 - d 8 -b 9 -c 10 -b 11 -a 12 - d 
 


