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THE ARTICLE 

Australian bar bans heterosexuals 

I n a landm ark ruling, a gay pub in Aust ralia has won the right  to ban 

heterosexuals. The owner of MelbourneÕs Peel Hotel, Tom McFeely, 

said he fought  for the right  for his regular gay m ale custom ers to 

enjoy a quiet  drink away from  st raight  people and lesbians. He said 

his gay pat rons needed to be able to freely express their sexuality. 

McFeelyÕs victory cam e after the Equal Opportunity Comm ission 

accepted his argument  that  there werenÕt  enough venues where 

hom osexuals could feel safe and be free from  harassm ent . McFeely 

said his pub used to welcom e anyone. However, his gay clientele 

com plained that  they often felt  like they were drinking in a zoo and 

that  they were the m ain at t ract ion. 

Aust ralia's equal opportunity laws prevent  discrim inat ion based on 

race, religion or sexualit y. A spokeswom an for the Comm ission Cate 

McKenzie said if m any heterosexual men and wom en cam e into the 

bar, they could outnum ber the gay male pat rons. She said "This 

wouldÉ dest roy the atm osphere the hotel wishes to create."   McFeely 

pointed out  that  the ruling was only being fair to a sizeable sect ion 

of MelbourneÕs cit izens. He com m ented that  while there were over 

2,000 bars in the cit y for heterosexuals, his hotel was the only place 

st r ict ly for hom osexual m en. He added the new ruling would also 

prevent "sexually based insults and violence" towards gay drinkers 

at  the pub. Not  everyone is happy, though. The pub is one of the 

only places in the area that  offers live music. 
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WARM-UPS 

1. MY CLUB: Walk around the class and talk  to other  student s about  the new 
place in town that  is open only to you.  Aft er you f in ish,  sit  w ith your  or iginal 
part ner( s)  and share what  you found out . 

2. CHAT: I n pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

landm arks /  bans /  gays /  hotels /  quiet  drinks /  freedom  /  harassm ent  /  zoos /  
discrim inat ion /  atm osphere /  cit izens /  insults /  v iolence /  live m usic 

Have a chat  about  t he topics you liked. Change topics and part ners frequent ly. 

3. XYZ-ONLY: With your partner( s) ,  t alk  about  whether  having exclusive 
clubs for  part icular groups of people is a good or bad th ing.  Why m ight  these people 
want  to socialize in a p lace j ust  for  t hem ? 

¥ hom osexual m en 
¥ pensioners 
¥ teachers 
¥ people born in a par t icular city  

(Londoners, New YorkersÉ )  

¥ stam p collectors 
¥ Microsoft  Word lovers 
¥ bald m en 
¥ people from  one relig ion 

4. RIGHTS: Which of these are im portant  t o you? Talk  about  t hem  wit h your  
part ner.  Rank them :  10 =  an issue very close to m y heart ;  1 =  couldnÕt  care less.  
Change part ners to share and discuss your rank ings. 

¥ gay right s 
¥ anim al r ight s 
¥ wom enÕs r ights 
¥ the right s of the unborn child 

¥ refugee rights 
¥ hum an right s 
¥ English student  right s  
¥ other ______________________ 

5. GAY: Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of t he different  words you associate 
with the word ÒgayÓ. Share your words with your  par tner(s)  and talk about  them . 
Together,  put  the words into d ifferent  categories. 

6. QUICK DEBATE: Have th is quick debate with your par tner(s) .  Students A 
think st raight  people should be allowed to drink in a bar  for  hom osexuals;  student s B 
think t here should be places t o drink for  hom osexuals only . Change partners and 
topics every two m inutes. 
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BEFORE READING / LISTENING 

1. TRUE / FALSE: Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. A bar in Aust ralia has banned st raight  custom ers. T /  F 

b. The barÕs owner wanted gay m ale cust om ers t o enjoy a quiet  dr ink . T /  F 

c. There are quite a few bars in Melbourne for gay m en only. T /  F 

d. Many gay m en at  t he bar  felt  like t hey were anim als in a zoo. T /  F 

e. Aust ralia's equal opport unity  laws protect  gay m en. T /  F 

f.  There were m ore st raight  dr inkers in t he bar t han gay pat rons.  T /  F 

g. There are tens of t housands of heterosexual bars in Melbourne . T /  F 

h. Everyone is happy t hat  t he bar is only for gay m ales. T /  F 

2. SYNONYM MATCH: Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. landm ark places 

b. ru ling abuse 

c. st raight  custom ers 

d. venues decision 

e. clientele prejudice 

f.  discrim inat ion large 

g. atm osphere m om entous 

h. sizeable only 

i.  st rict ly m ood 

j .  insults heterosexual 

3. PHRASE MATCH: Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

a. I n a landm ark  and be free from  harassm ent  

b. enjoy a quiet   sect ion of MelbourneÕs cit izens 

c. his gay pat rons needed t o be able to freely   in a zoo 

d. where hom osexuals could feel safe  race,  religion or  sexuality 

e. felt  like t hey were drink ing  drink away from  st raight  people 

f.  laws prevent  d iscrim inat ion based on  for hom osexual m en 

g. This wouldÉ dest roy the atm osphere  ru ling 

h. being fair  to a sizeable  violence towards gay drinkers 

i.  the only  place st r ict ly  express t heir  sexualit y 

j .  prevent  sexually based insult s and  the hotel w ishes t o create 
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WHILE READING / LISTENING 

GAP FILL: Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Australian bar bans heterosexuals 

I n a landm ark ________, a gay  pub in Aust ralia has won 

the ________ t o ban heterosexuals.  The owner of  

MelbourneÕs Peel Hotel,  Tom  McFeely,  said he ________ for 

the r ight  for his regular gay m ale cust om ers to enjoy a 

quiet  dr ink ________ from  st raight  people and lesbians. He 

said his gay pat rons needed t o be able t o ________ express 

their sexualit y . McFeelyÕs vict ory cam e after the Equal 

Opport unity  Com m ission accepted his argum ent  t hat  t here 

werenÕt  ________ venues where hom osexuals could feel 

safe and be free from  harassm ent . McFeely said his pub 

used to ________ anyone. However , his gay clientele 

com plained t hat  t hey oft en felt  like t hey  were drink ing in a 

zoo and t hat  t hey were t he m ain ________. 

  

at t ract ion 

fought  

freely 

ruling 

welcom e 

right  

enough 

away 

 

Aust ralia's equal opport unity laws ________ discrim inat ion 

based on race, religion or sexualit y. A spokeswom an for t he 

Com m ission Cat e McKenzie said if m any  heterosexual m en 

and wom en cam e int o t he bar, t hey could ________ t he 

gay  m ale ________. She said "This wouldÉ dest roy t he 

atm osphere t he hotel wishes t o ________."   McFeely  

pointed out  t hat  t he ruling was only  being fair t o a sizeable 

________ of  MelbourneÕs cit izens. He com m ented t hat  while 

there were over 2,000 bars in t he cit y for heterosexuals, his 

hotel was t he only place ________ for hom osexual m en. He 

added t he new ruling would also prevent  "sexually based 

________ and violence"  t owards gay dr inkers at  t he pub. 

Not  everyone is happy , t hough. The pub is one of t he only  

places in t he area t hat  ________ live m usic. 

  

offers 

pat rons 

out num ber 

st r ict ly 

creat e 

prevent  

sect ion 

insult s 
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LISTENING 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Australian bar bans heterosexuals 

I n a landm ark  ruling,  a gay  pub in Aust ralia ________________________ 

ban heterosexuals. The owner of MelbourneÕs Peel Hotel, Tom  McFeely , said 

he ________________________ his regular gay  m ale cust om ers t o enjoy a 

quiet  dr ink away from  st raight  people and lesbians. He said his gay pat rons 

________________________ freely express t heir sexualit y . McFeelyÕs 

victory cam e aft er  t he Equal Opport unity Com m ission accepted his argum ent  

that  ________________________ where hom osexuals could feel safe and 

be free from  harassm ent . McFeely  said his pub used t o welcom e anyone.  

However , his gay  clientele com plained t hat  ________________________ 

they  were dr ink ing in a zoo and t hat  t hey ________________________. 

Aust ralia's ________________________ prevent  discr im inat ion based on 

race, religion or sexualit y . A spokeswom an for t he Com m ission Cate 

McKenzie said if  m any heterosexual m en and wom en cam e int o t he bar , t hey  

________________________ m ale pat rons. She said "This wouldÉ dest roy  

the atm osphere the hot el w ishes t o create."   McFeely pointed out  t hat  t he 

________________________ a sizeable sect ion of MelbourneÕs cit izens. He 

com m ented t hat  while t here were over 2 ,000 bars in t he cit y for  

het erosexuals, his hotel ________________________ for hom osexual m en. 

He added t he new ruling would also prevent  " sexually  

________________________ "  t owards gay dr inkers at  t he pub. Not  

everyone is happy , t hough. The pub is ________________________ t he 

area t hat  offers live m usic. 
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AFTER READING / LISTENING 

1. WORD SEARCH: Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
‘gay’ and ‘straight’. 

gay straight 

  

  

  

  

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2. ARTICLE QUESTIONS: Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3. GAP FILL: I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4. VOCABULARY: Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5. TEST EACH OTHER: Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ landm ark 
¥ fought  
¥ freely 
¥ accepted 
¥ welcom e 
¥ zoo 

¥ based 
¥ outnum ber 
¥ atm osphere 
¥ sect ion 
¥ v iolence 
¥ happy 
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STUDENT SURVEY 
Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  SEXUALI TY in t he table. Do t his in pairs. Each 
st udent  m ust  writ e t he quest ions on his /  her own paper . 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 
   

Q.2. 
   

Q.3. 
   

Q.4. 
   

Q.5. 
   

¥ Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you 
found out . Change part ners oft en. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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DISCUSSION 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 
b)  Do you think the landm ark ruling is a good one? 
c)  Do you think there should be m ore bars and clubs that  st r ict ly 

cater to different  social groups? 
d)  Do you think m any st raight  people would be angry at  the ruling? 
e)  Have you ever had the feeling that  you were in a zoo? 
f)  What  do you think of the idea of other places (shopping m all /  

beaches /  m ovie theat resÉ ) that  are only for gay m en? 
g)  Do you think gay women would be angry at  the ruling in the 

art icle? 
h)  Have you ever been harassed? 
i)  Have you ever been to a gay bar? 
j )  Why do you think som e people who hate gays and lesbians? 

!  -------------------------------------------------------------------- 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 
b)  Do you think hom ophobia will disappear from  the world one day? 
c)  Do you ever stare at  people because they are different? 
d)  Do you think Aust ralia is a fair and equal society? 
e)  Does your governm ent  do a lot  to prom ote equalit y? 
f)  I s it  fair that  st raight  m usic lovers canÕt  drink in the Peel Hotel? 
g)  I s your count ry a fair one for hom osexuals to live in? 
h)  What  k ind of atm osphere do you like to feel in a bar? 
i)  Do you feel any of your r ights need addressing? 
j )  Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DISCUSSION: Join another partner /  group and tell them  
what  you talked about . 

a)  What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b)  Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c)  Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d)  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e)  Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 
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 LANGUAGE 

CORRECT WORD: Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

Australian bar bans heterosexuals 

I n a landm ark (1)____, a gay pub in Aust ralia has won t he r ight  to ban 
het erosexuals. The owner of MelbourneÕs Peel Hotel, Tom  McFeely , said he 
(2)____ for  t he r ight  for  his regular gay  m ale custom ers t o enjoy a (3)____ 
dr ink away from  st raight  people and lesbians. He said his gay pat rons needed 
to be able t o (4)____ express t heir  sexualit y . McFeelyÕs v ict ory cam e aft er  
the Equal Opport unity  Com m ission accept ed his argum ent  t hat  t here werenÕt  
enough venues where hom osexuals could feel safe and be free (5)____ 
harassm ent . McFeely  said his pub used t o welcom e anyone. However , his gay  
client ele com plained t hat  t hey often felt  like they were drink ing in a zoo and 
(6)____ t hey were t he m ain at t ract ion. 

Aust ralia's equal opport unity  laws prevent  discrim inat ion based (7)____ race, 
religion or sexualit y.  A spokeswom an for t he Com m ission Cate McKenzie said 
if m any heterosexual m en and wom en cam e int o t he bar , t hey could (8)____ 
the gay m ale pat rons. She said "This wouldÉ dest roy t he at m osphere t he 
hotel w ishes (9)____ create."   McFeely pointed out  that  t he ruling was only  
being fair t o a sizeable sect ion of MelbourneÕs cit izens. He com m ent ed t hat  
(10)____ t here were over 2,000 bars in t he cit y for heterosexuals, his hotel 
was t he only place (11)____ for  hom osexual m en. He added t he new ruling 
would also prevent  " sexually based insult s and violence"  towards gay  
dr inkers at  t he pub. Not  everyone is happy , (12)____. The pub is one of  t he 
only places in t he area t hat  offers live m usic. 

1. (a)  ru les (b)  ru ling ( c)  ru le (d)  ru ler 

2. (a)  fought  (b)  fight  ( c)  beat   (d)  victory 

3. (a)  quit e (b)  quit  ( c)  quiet  (d)  quiet ly   

4. (a)  frees (b)  freedom  (c)  freely (d)  free 

5. (a)  without  (b)  far ( c)  for (d)  from  

6. (a)  which (b)  that  ( c)  what  (d)  than 

7. (a)  on (b)  off ( c)  of (d)  in 

8. (a)  num eral (b)  num b (c)  renum ber (d)  outnum ber 

9. (a)  to (b)  out  ( c)  in (d)  up 

10. (a)  whole (b)  while ( c)  which (d)  when  

11. (a)  st rict er (b)  st rict ness ( c)  st rict ly (d)  st rict  

12. (a)  thought  (b)  although (c)  through (d)  though 
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WRITING:   
Write about  sexualit y for 10 m inut es. Correct  your part nerÕs paper . 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEWORK 

1. VOCABULARY EXTENSION: Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2. INTERNET: Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about  
gay rights. Talk about what  you discover with your partner(s)  in the 
next  lesson. 

3. RIGHTS POSTER: Make a poster about  how people from 
different  count ries have different  r ights. Show your poster to your 
class in the next  lesson. Vote on the best  one(s) . 

4. MAGAZINE ARTICLE: Write a m agazine art icle about having 
different  places (bars, shopping m alls, t rain carriagesÉ )  that  are 
st r ict ly for different  groups of people. 

Read what you wrote to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Which 
art icle was best  and why? 

5. LETTER: Write a let ter to Aust raliaÕs Equal Opportunity 
Com m issioner. Ask her three quest ions about  her Com m issionÕs ruling. 
Give her three pieces of advice about  what else she should do to 
further gay rights. Read your let ter to your partner(s)  in your next  
lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. 
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ANSWERS 
TRUE / FALSE: 

a. T b. T c. F d. F e. T f. F g. F h.  F 

SYNONYM MATCH: 

a. landm ark mo me ntous 

b. ruling decision  

c. st raight  heterosexual  

d. venues places  

e. clientele custome rs  

f. discr im inat ion prejudice  

g. atm osphere mo od  

h. sizeable large  

i. st r ict ly only  

j . insult s abuse  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. I n a landma rk   ruling 

b. enj oy a quiet   dr ink away from st raight  people  

c. his gay pat rons needed t o be able to freely  express t heir  sexualit y  

d. where hom osexuals could feel safe  and be free from harassme nt   

e. felt  like t hey were dr ink ing  in a zoo  

f. laws prevent  discr imi nat ion based on  race, religion or sexualit y  

g. This wouldÉ dest roy t he atm osphere  the hotel wishes t o creat e  

h. being fair  t o a sizeable  sect ion of MelbourneÕs cit izens  

i. t he only place st r ict ly  for  hom osexual me n  

j . prevent  sexually based insult s and  violence towards gay dr inkers  

GAP FILL: 

Australian bar bans heterosexuals 
I n a landmark ruling, a gay pub in Austr alia has wo n th e right to  ban hete rosexuals. The own er of  
MelbourneÕs Peel Hote l,  Tom McFeely, said he fought for t he r ight for his regular gay male cust omers to  
enjoy a quiet drink away from  str aight people and lesbians. He said his gay patr ons needed to  be able to  
freely express th eir sexuality . McFeelyÕs v icto ry came afte r th e Equal Opportu nity  Commission accepte d 
his argument th at th ere we renÕt enough venues wh ere homosexuals could feel safe and be free from 
harassment. McFeely said his pub used to  welcome anyone. Howe ver, his gay cliente le complained th at 
th ey ofte n felt like th ey we re drink ing in a zoo and th at th ey we re th e main attraction.  

Austr alia's equal opportu nity  laws prevent discrim inati on based on race, religion or sexuality . A 
spokeswo man for th e Comm ission Cate  McKenzie said if  m any hete rosexual men and wo men came into  
th e bar, th ey could outnumber th e gay male patrons. She said "This wo uldÉd estr oy th e atm osphere th e 
hote l wi shes to  create."   McFeely pointe d out th at th e ruling wa s only being fair to  a sizeable section of 
MelbourneÕs citi zens. He commente d th at wh ile th ere we re over 2,000 bars in th e city  for hete rosexuals,  
his hote l wa s th e only place strictly for homosexual men.  He added th e new ruling wo uld also prevent 
"sexually  based insults and v iolence" to wa rds gay drinkers at th e pub. Not everyone is happy, th ough. 
The pub is one of th e only places in th e area th at offers live music. 

LANGUAGE WORK 

1 - b 2 - a 3 - c 4 -c 5 - d 6 -b 7 - a 8 -d 9 -a 10 - b 11 -c 12 - d 
 


