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THE ARTI CLE 

I n t er n at ion al  cal ls t o  r e lease  Au n g  San  Su u  Ky i  

There is a new cam paign in Myanm ar to free Aung San Suu Kyi, the 

opposit ion leader to the governm ent . Police recent ly arrested 15 

act iv ists who were seeking the release of Suu Kyi. However, 

authorit ies let  the 15 supporters go a few hours later. Experts 

believe Myanm arÕs m ilitary governm ent  is under growing pressure to 

end Suu KyiÕs four-year- long house arrest . Although there is an 

official date of May 27 for her freedom , m any believe this will be 

extended, unless m ore act ion is taken. Ms. Suu Kyi has spent m ore 

than 11 of the past  17 years in detent ion. Her party won a general 

elect ion in 1990, but  Myanm arÕs junta refused to recognize the 

result . I nstead, they im prisoned Suu Kyi and at tacked m em bers of 

her pro-dem ocracy m ovem ent . 

The group of 15 supporters was arrested at  a Buddhist  tem ple north 

of the capital city Yangon. Myo Min Soe, a youth mem ber of her 

party, was am ong those freed. He told reporters:  "After our prayers, 

we clim bed down the stairs of the tem ple and we were roughly 

taken away in a carÉ There is no rule of law and it  was a v iolat ion of 

our civ il r ights."  I nternat ional pressure m ay also help secure the 

release of Suu Kyi. On Monday, 59 form er world leaders signed a 

let ter that  was sent  to Senior General Than Shwe, the leader of 

Myanm ar. They included Am erican Bill Clinton, BritainÕs Margaret  

Thatcher, and Benazir Bhut to from  Pakistan. They are angry that  

Myanm ar is keeping it s people in poverty and taking away their 

r ights. The secret ive count ry, form erly known as Burm a, is am ong 

the poorest  in the world. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . MY AN MAR :  Walk around t he class and talk  to other student s about  
Myanm ar. Change par tners often.  Aft er  you f in ish, sit  with your  original part ner( s)  
and share what  you found out . 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

campaigns / governments / pressure / arrests / freedom / parties / elections / 
temples / capital cities / stairs / cars / laws / rights / world leaders / poverty 

Have a chat  about  the t opics you liked.  For  m ore conversat ion,  change topics and 
part ners frequent ly. 

3 . H I . I ÕM LEADER:  Im agine you are the leader of a non-dem ocrat ic 
count ry. Talk  to all the other ÒleadersÓ in t he classroom  about  ruling a count ry. 

4 . DEMOCRACY :  Which of these count ries do you t hink are good 
dem ocracies? Rank them  on a scale of 10 (per fect  dem ocracy)  to 1 (non-
dem ocrat ic) . 

• USA 
• China 
• Russia 
• Saudi Arabia 

• Zim babwe 
• Cuba 
• Unit ed Kingdom  
• your count ry  _________________ 

5 . HOUSE ARREST:  In pairs /  groups,  talk  about  what  it  would be like to be 
under house arrest  for  four years. What  would you do every day if you were not  
allowed outside your house? 

6 . QUI CK DEBAT E:  Have th is quick debate with your par tner(s) .  Students A 
think dem ocracy is im portant ;  student s B th ink dem ocracy is not  im portant . Change 
part ners and topics every two m inutes. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Many people have telephoned Myanm arÕs leader about  Ms. Suu Kyi. T /  F 

b. Fift y of Suu KyiÕs supporters want ing her release were ar rested . T /  F 

c. There is an official date for t he release of Aung Sun Suu Ky i. T /  F 

d. Aung San Suu Ky iÕs polit ical party won a general elect ion in 1990. T /  F 

e. Suu Ky iÕs supporters were ar rested in a church in nort hern Yangon. T /  F 

f.  They were taken away by t he police in a very rough car .  T /  F 

g. Nearly 60 ex-wor ld heads signed a let ter sent  t o Myanm arÕs leader . T /  F 

h. Myanm ar is near t he bot t om  of t he list  of t he wor ldÕs poor  nat ions. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. cam paign m ade longer 

b. act iv ists furious 

c. release released 

d. extended cam paigners 

e. detent ion guarantee 

f. freed fight  

g. violat ion once 

h. secure freedom  

i. angry im prisonm ent  

j .  form erly abuse 

3 . PHRAS E MATCH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

a. a new cam paign in Myanm ar to  pressure 

b. author it ies let  t he 15 supporters  known as Burm a 

c. under growing  right s 

d. Suu Kyi has spent  m ore than 11  go a few  hours lat er 

e. Her par ty  won a general  nor th of the capital cit y Yangon 

f. a Buddhist  t em ple  of the past  17 years in detent ion 

g. it  was a v iolat ion of our civil  people in povert y 

h. help secure  free Aung San Suu Kyi 

i.  Myanm ar is keeping it s  elect ion in 1990 

j .  The secret ive count ry,  form er ly  the release of Suu Kyi 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

I n t er n a t ion a l  ca l l s t o  r e lease Au n g  San  Su u  Ky i  

There is a new ________ in Myanm ar to free Aung San Suu 

Kyi,  t he opposit ion leader  t o t he governm ent .  Police 

recent ly arrest ed 15 act iv ist s who were ________ t he 

release of  Suu Kyi. However , aut horit ies ________ t he 15 

support ers go a few hours lat er . Expert s believe Myanm arÕs 

m ilit ary governm ent  is under  growing ________ t o end Suu 

KyiÕs four-year- long house ar rest . Alt hough there is an 

________ date of May 27 for her freedom , m any believe 

this will be extended, unless m ore ________ is taken. Ms. 

Suu Ky i has spent  m ore t han 11 of the past  17 years in 

________. Her party won a general elect ion in 1990, but  

Myanm arÕs j unt a refused t o ________ t he result . I nst ead, 

they im pr isoned Suu Ky i and at tacked m em bers of her pro-

dem ocracy m ovem ent . 

  

official 

seeking 

recognize 

pressure 

detention 

campaign 

action 

let 

 

The ________ of 15 supporters was arrest ed at  a Buddhist  

tem ple nort h of t he capit al cit y Yangon. Myo Min Soe, a 

yout h m em ber  of her party , was ________ those freed. He 

told reporters:  "After our  prayers, we clim bed down t he 

stairs of t he tem ple and we were ________ taken away in a 

carÉ There is no rule of law and it  was a v iolat ion of our civ il 

________."  I nternat ional pressure m ay also help secure t he 

release of Suu Ky i.  On Monday, 59 form er wor ld leaders 

signed a let ter t hat  was sent  t o Senior General Than Shwe, 

the leader of Myanm ar. They ________ Am erican Bill 

Clint on, Br itainÕs Margaret  That cher,  and Benazir Bhut to 

from  Pakist an. They are angry  t hat  Myanm ar is ________ 

it s people in ________ and t ak ing away their r ight s. The 

secret ive count ry,  ________ known as Burm a, is am ong t he 

poorest  in t he wor ld. 

  

rights 

among 

formerly 

poverty 

roughly 

group 

keeping 

included 



I nt ernat ional calls t o release Aung San Suu Kyi – 17th May, 2007 

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com 
6 

LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

I n t er n a t ion a l  ca l l s t o  r e lease Au n g  San  Su u  Ky i  

There is a new cam paign in Myanm ar to free Aung San Suu Ky i, t he 

_________________________ governm ent . Police recent ly ar rested 15 

act iv ist s _________________________ release of Suu Ky i.  However ,  

aut hor it ies let  t he 15 support ers go a few hours later. Expert s believe 

Myanm arÕs m ilit ary governm ent  _________________________ t o end Suu 

KyiÕs four-year- long house ar rest . Alt hough there is an off icial dat e of May 27 

for  her freedom , m any believe t his will be extended, unless m ore act ion is 

taken. Ms. Suu Ky i has spent  _________________________ 17 years in 

detent ion. Her party won a general elect ion in 1990, but  Myanm arÕs j unt a 

refused to recognize t he result . I nstead, t hey im pr isoned Suu Ky i and 

_________________________ pro-dem ocracy m ovem ent . 

The group of 15 supporters _________________________ Buddhist  tem ple 

nort h of t he capital cit y Yangon. Myo Min Soe, a yout h m em ber of her party,  

_________________________ freed. He t old reporters:  "After our  prayers,  

we clim bed down t he st airs of  t he tem ple and we were roughly  t aken away in 

a carÉ There is no rule _________________________ violat ion of our  civ il  

r ight s."  I nternat ional pressure m ay also help secure t he release of Suu Ky i.  

On Monday , 59 form er wor ld leaders signed a let ter ____________________ 

Senior General Than Shwe, t he leader of Myanm ar. They included Am erican 

Bill Clint on, Br itainÕs Margaret  Thatcher ,  and Benazir Bhut to f rom  Pak ist an. 

They are angry t hat  Myanm ar is _________________________ povert y and 

taking away t heir r ight s. The secret ive count ry, form er ly known as Burm a, is 

_________________________ wor ld. 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôh ou seÕ and Ôar r est Õ. 

h ou se ar r est   

  

 

  

  

• Share your findings with your partners. 
• Make quest ions using the words you found.  
• Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

• Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
• Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

• cam paign 
• a few hours 
• growing 
• extended 
• detent ion 
• im prisoned 

• capital cit y 
• clim bed 
• roughly 
• I nternat ional 
• angry 
• form erly 
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STUDENT SURVEY 

Write f ive GOOD quest ions about  FREEDOM in t he t able. Do t his in pairs. Each 
st udent  m ust  writ e t he quest ions on his /  her own paper . 

When you have f inished, int erv iew ot her  st udent s.  Wr ite down t heir answers. 

 
STUDENT 1 

_____________ 

STUDENT 2 

_____________ 

STUDENT 3 

_____________ 

Q.1. 
   

Q.2. 
   

Q.3. 
   

Q.4. 
   

Q.5. 
   

• Now ret urn t o your or iginal part ner and share and t alk  about  what  you 
found out . Change part ners oft en. 

• Make m ini-presentat ions t o ot her groups on your findings. 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 
b)  What  do you know about  Aung San Suu Kyi? 
c)  Do you think she will be released? 
d)  Why do you think Myanm arÕs leaders are keeping her under 

house arrest? 
e)  What  would you do if you had to stay in your house for four 

years? 
f)  Do (will)  you belong to any polit ical party? 
g)  What  do you think of Myanm arÕs leaders refusing to accept  the 

1990 general elect ion results? 
h)  Do you like the nam e ÔMyanm arÕ or the form er nam e ÔBurm aÕ? 
i)  How im portant  is dem ocracy to you? 
j )  How dem ocrat ic is your count ry? 

!  -------------------------------------------------------------------- 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 
b)  Would you take part  in a polit ical cam paign? 
c)  How would you feel if the police roughly pushed you into a police 

car and drove away? 
d)  Does everyone have the same rights in your count ry? 
e)  Would you like to go to Myanm ar? 
f)  What  do you think of 59 form er world leaders writ ing to 

Myanm arÕs leader? 
g)  Why do you think Myanm arÕs leaders keep their people in 

poverty? 
h)  What  quest ion would you like to ask Myanm arÕs leaders? 
i)  What  m essage would you like to send to Myanm arÕs people? 
j )  Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  
what  you talked about . 

a)  What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b)  Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c)  Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d)  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e)  Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

I n t er n at ion al  cal ls t o  r e lease  Au n g  San  Su u  Ky i  

There is a new cam paign in Myanm ar t o (1)  ____ Aung San Suu Ky i, t he 
opposit ion leader t o t he governm ent . Police recent ly arrested 15 act iv ist s 
who were seek ing t he release of Suu Ky i.  However , aut hor it ies (2)  ____ t he 
15 suppor ters go a few hours later. Expert s believe Myanm arÕs m ilit ary  
governm ent  is (3)  ____ growing pressure to end Suu Ky iÕs four-year- long 
house arrest .  Alt hough t here is an (4)  ____ date of May  27 for  her  f reedom , 
m any believe this will be ext ended, (5)  ____ m ore act ion is taken. Ms. Suu 
Kyi has spent  m ore t han 11 of t he past  17 years in detent ion. Her party won 
a general elect ion in 1990, but  Myanm arÕs j unt a refused t o recognize t he 
result . (6)  ____, t hey im pr isoned Suu Ky i and at t acked m em bers of her pro-
dem ocracy m ovem ent . 

The group of  15 suppor ters was arrested at  a Buddhist  tem ple (7)  ____ of  
the capital cit y Yangon. Myo Min Soe, a yout h m em ber  of  her  party , was 
am ong t hose (8)  ____. He t old report ers:  "After  our prayers,  we clim bed 
down t he st airs of t he tem ple and we were (9)  ____ taken away in a 
carÉ There is no rule of  law and it  was a v iolat ion of our civ il r ight s."  
I nt ernat ional pressure m ay also help secure t he release of Suu Ky i. On 
Monday, 59 (10)  ____ wor ld leaders signed a let ter  t hat  was sent  t o Senior  
General Than Shwe, t he leader of  Myanm ar.  They included Am erican Bill 
Clint on, Brit ainÕs Margaret  That cher , and Benazir Bhut t o f rom  Pak istan. They  
are angry  t hat  Myanm ar is keeping it s people (11)  ____ poverty  and t aking 
away t heir r ight s.  The secret ive count ry ,  (12)  ____ known as Burm a, is 
am ong t he poorest  in t he wor ld. 

1. (a)  free (b)  freeze ( c)  flee (d)  flea 

2. (a)  set  (b)  agreed (c)  let  (d)  allowed 

3. (a)  over (b)  under ( c)  in (d)  on  

4. (a)  offer (b)  officer ( c)  office (d)  official 

5. (a)  m ore (b)  less  ( c)  unless (d)  except  

6. (a)  I n the red (b)  I nstead ( c)  I nbred (d)  Steady 

7. (a)  nor th (b)  nor thern ( c)  nor therly (d)  nor thernm ost  

8. (a)  free (b)  freely ( c)  freedom  (d)  freed 

9. (a)  roughest  (b)  rougher ( c)  rough (d)  roughly 

10. (a)  form ed (b)  firm er ( c)  farm er (d)  form er  

11. (a)  in (b)  as ( c)  on (d)  of 

12. (a)  form s (b)  form at ion ( c)  form erly (d)  form ed 
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W RI TI NG:   
Write about  f r eedo m  for 10 m inut es. Read and correct  your part nerÕs paper . 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about  
Myanm ar. Talk about  what  you discover with your partner(s)  in the 
next  lesson. 

3 . N OBEL PRI ZE W I NN NERS:  Make a poster about  Aung San 
Suu Kyi and other Nobel Prize winners. I n part icular, focus on those 
who fought for dem ocracy and freedom . Show your poster to your 
class in the next  lesson. Vote on the best  one(s) . 

4 . MAG AZ I NE AR TI CLE:  Write a m agazine art icle Aung San Suu 
Kyi. 

Read what you wrote to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Which 
art icle was best  and why? 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to Aung San Suu Kyi. Ask her three 
quest ions about  her pro-dem ocracy m ovem ent  and her house arrest . 
Give her three pieces of advice about  her future. Read your let ter to 
your partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your 
quest ions. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. F c. T d. T e. F f. F g. T h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

a. camp aign fight  

b. act iv ist s camp aigners  

c. release freedom   

d. extended ma de longer   

e. detent ion imp risonme nt   

f. freed released  

g. violat ion abuse 

h. secure guarantee  

i. angry fur ious  

j . form erly once  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. a new cam paign in Myanm ar t o  free Aung San Suu Kyi 

b. aut hor it ies let  the 15 supporters  go a few hours later  

c. under growing  pressure  

d. Suu Ky i has spent  m ore than 11  of t he past  17 years in detent ion  

e. Her part y won a general  elect ion in 1990  

f. a Buddhist  temp le  nort h of t he capital cit y Yangon  

g. it  was a violat ion of our civ il  r ight s  

h. help secure  the release of  Suu Kyi  

i. Myanma r is keeping it s  people in poverty   

j . The secret ive count ry, forme rly  known as Burm a  

GAP FI LL:  

I n t e r n at i o n al  ca l l s t o  r e l ease Au n g  San  Su u  Ky i  
There is a new ca m p a ig n  in Myanmar to  free Aung San Suu Kyi, th e oppositi on leader to  th e government.  
Police recentl y  arreste d 15 act iv ists  wh o we re seek in g  th e release of Suu Kyi. Howe ver, auth oriti es le t  
th e 15 supporte rs go a few hours late r. Expert s believe MyanmarÕs m ilita ry government is under growi ng 
p r essu r e to  end Suu KyiÕs four-year- long house arrest. Alt hough th ere is an o f f ici a l  date  of May 27 for 
her freedom, many believe th is wi ll be exte nded, unless more act io n  is ta ken. Ms. Suu Kyi has spent 
more th an 11 of th e past 17 years in d et en t io n . Her party  wo n a general electi on in 1990, but MyanmarÕs 
junta  refused to  r eco g n ize th e result. I nste ad, th ey imprisoned Suu Kyi and atta cked members of her 
pro-democracy movement.  
The g r o u p  of 15 supporte rs wa s arreste d at a Buddhist te mple north  of th e capita l city  Yangon. Myo Min 
Soe, a youth  member of her party , wa s am o n g  th ose freed. He to ld reporte rs:  "Afte r our prayers, we  
climbed down  th e sta irs of th e te mple and we  we re r o u g h l y  ta ken awa y in a carÉT here is no rule of law 
and it wa s a v iolati on of our civ il r ig h t s."  I nte rnati onal pressure may also help secure th e release of Suu 
Kyi. On Monday, 59 former wo rld leaders signed a lette r th at wa s sent to  Senior General Than Shwe , th e 
leader of Myanmar. They in clu d ed  American Bill Clinto n, Brita inÕs Margaret That cher, and Benazir Bhutto  
from Pakista n. They are angry th at Myanmar is k eep in g  its  people in p o ve r t y  and ta k ing awa y th eir  
r ights . The secreti ve countr y, f o r m er ly  known  as Burma, is among th e poorest in th e wo rld. 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - a 2 - c 3 - b 4 -d 5 - c 6 -d 7 - a 8 -d 9 -d 10 - d 11 -a 12 - c 
 


