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THE ARTI CLE 

Bl i n d  p i lo t  f l i es f r om  Lon don  t o  Sy d n ey  

A blind Brit ish pilot  landed his t iny aircraft  in Sydney on Monday to 

com plete a record-breaking flight  halfway around the world. Miles 

Hilton-Barber left  London on March 7 and flew nearly 22,000 

kilom et res to Aust ralia. His aim was to raise m oney for charit y. He 

did not  f ly  solo, but  was accom panied by a sighted co-pilot  who 

helped Hilton-Barber by telling him  what  f igures were on the 

navigat ion inst ruments. The 58-year-old aviator said:  " I t 's the 

fulfillm ent  of an am azing dream . I 've been wait ing to do this f light  

for about  four years."  He added:  " I 've wanted to be a pilot  since I  

was a k id. Now I 'm  totally blind but  I 've had the priv ilege of f ly ing 

m ore than halfway around the world.Ó He described the m ost 

im portant  thing for him :  ÒThe big deal is not  m e doing this, itÕs 

raising funds,"  he said. 

Hilton-Barber has been blind for 25 years. He hopes his t r ip will 

raise over two m illion dollars for the charit y Seeing is Believing, 

which works to cut  preventable blindness in developing count ries. 

His intercont inental f light  is not  the first  adventure he has been on. 

I n 1999 he com peted in the "Toughest  Foot - race on Earth"  a run 

across the Sahara Desert . He then went on to take part  in the 

"Coldest  Marathon on Earth" , across Siberia. To add to his feats, he 

has clim bed Mt  Kilim anjaro and Mt  Blanc, Africa and Europe's 

highest  m ountains. He also set  the Malaysian Grand Prix lap record 

for a blind driver in a 200 kilom et re-per-hour Lotus. His 

achievem ents are an inspirat ion to blind and sighted people 

everywhere. Hilton-Barber is liv ing proof that  anything is possible, 

and that  where thereÕs a will, thereÕs a way. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . BEI NG BLI ND:  Walk around t he class and talk  t o other st udent s about  
what  it  is /  would be like to be blind.  Change part ners oft en.  Aft er you fin ish,  sit  with 
your  orig inal part ner( s)  and share what  you heard. 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

pilots /  aircraft  /  record-break ing flight s /  char ity /  f igures /  am azing dream s /  
blindness /  developing count ries /  adventures /  Sahara Desert  /  Grand Prix  /  w ill 

Have a chat  about  the t opics you liked.  For  m ore conversat ion,  change topics and 
part ners frequent ly. 

3 . AD VENTURE:  With your par tner( s) ,  rank the follow ing adventures Ð which 
would you m ost  /  least  like t o do together? 

¥ fly around t he wor ld 
¥ walk across the Sahara Desert  
¥ run across Siber ia 
¥ clim b Mount  Kilim anjaro 
¥ race a Form ula One racing car 
¥ study English for 10 hours a day, every day for two years 

4 . CHAR I TY:  Brainstorm  ideas you could do to raise m oney for  charit y.  Talk  
about  t hem  with your par tner(s) .  Which one( s)  will you start  planning? How m uch 
m oney would you like t o raise? 

5 . CHAR I TI ES:  With your partner( s) , rank t he follow ing charit ies. Give a 
score of 1 (=  I  wouldnÕt  give t hem  m oney)  to 10 (=  IÕd donate m y life sav ings) . 

¥ Seeing is Believing 
¥ World Wild life Fund 
¥ Am nesty I nternat ional 
¥ I nt ernat ional Red Cross/ Crescent  
¥ Other _______________________ 

¥ Save the Rainforest s 
¥ Stop Whaling 
¥ Save the Children 
¥ Help the Aged 
¥ Other ______________ 

6 . QUI CK DEBAT E:  Have th is quick debate with your par tner(s) .  Students A 
think being blind is a m ajor disabilit y;  students B t hink blind people live norm al lives.  
Change part ners and topics every two m inutes.  

7 . BLI N D:  Spend one m inute writ ing down all of the different  words you 
associate w ith the word ÒblindÓ.  Share your words with your par tner(s)  and talk  
about  them . Together,  put  t he words into different  categor ies. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. A blind Brit ish Airways pilot  f lew a Boeing 747 across t he wor ld. T /  F 

b. A blind pilot  wanted to raise m oney for char it y. T /  F 

c. The pilot  want ed t o f ly  around t he wor ld ever since he was 25. T /  F 

d. The cash raised and not  t he achievem ent  m eans m ost  t o t he pilot . T /  F 

e. The pilot  raised over two m illion dollars for a blindness char it y. T /  F 

f.  The pilot  has also clim bed m ount ains and run across t he Sahara.  T /  F 

g. His next  plan is t o becom e a Form ula One racing driver . T /  F 

h. The art icle said t he pilot  is m aking a w ill t o give his m oney away. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. t iny part nered 

b. aim  desire 

c. accom panied com plet ion 

d. fulf illm ent  collect  

e. privilege joined 

f. raise m inute 

g. preventable achievem ents 

h. com peted in honour 

i.  feat s goal 

j .  will stoppable  

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

a. landed his  sighted co-pilot  

b. accom panied by a  blind 

c. the fu lf il lm ent  of  feat s 

d. totally  thereÕs a way  

e. big  t iny aircraft  

f.  preventable  deal 

g. To add to his  blindness 

h. an inspirat ion  proof 

i.  living  an am azing dream  

j . where thereÕs a will,   to b lind and sighted people 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Bl in d  p i lo t  f l i es f r o m  Lo n d on  t o  Sy d n ey  

A blind Br it ish pilot  ________ his t iny aircraft  in Sydney on 

Monday to com plete a record-break ing ________ halfway  

around t he world. Miles Hilt on-Barber left  London on March 

7 and flew near ly 22,000 kilom et res t o Aust ralia. His aim  

was t o ________ m oney for char it y . He did not  f ly  

________, but  was accom panied by a sighted co-pilot  who 

helped Hilton-Barber by telling him  what  ________ were on 

the nav igat ion ________. The 58-year-old aviat or said:  " I t 's 

the fulf illm ent  of an am azing dream . I 've been wait ing to do 

this f light  for  about  four years."  He added:  " I 've want ed t o 

be a pilot  since I  was a k id. Now I 'm  t ot ally blind but  I 've 

had t he ________ of f ly ing m ore t han halfway  around t he 

world.Ó He descr ibed t he m ost  im port ant  t hing for  him :  ÒThe 

big deal is not  m e doing t his, itÕs raising ________,"  he 

said. 
 

  

raise 

landed 

funds 

flight  

figures 

pr iv ilege 

inst rum ent s 

solo 

 

Hilton-Barber has been blind for 25 years. He hopes his 

________ will ________ over t wo m illion dollars for t he 

char it y Seeing is Believing, which works to ________ 

preventable blindness in developing count r ies.  His 

intercont inent al flight  is not  t he f irst  advent ure he has been 

on. I n 1999 he ________ in t he "Toughest  Foot - race on 

Eart h"  a run across t he Sahara Desert . He then went  on t o 

take part  in t he "Coldest  Marat hon on Eart h" , across 

Siber ia. To add t o his ________, he has clim bed Mt  

Kilim anjaro and Mt  Blanc, Afr ica and Europe's highest  

m ount ains. He also ________ t he Malaysian Grand Pr ix lap 

record for a blind dr iver in a 200 k ilom et re-per-hour Lot us.  

His achievem ent s are an ________ t o blind and sighted 

people everywhere. Hilt on-Barber is liv ing proof t hat  

anyt hing is possible, and t hat  where t hereÕs a ________, 

thereÕs a way . 

  

will 

com peted 

raise 

cut  

t r ip 

inspirat ion 

set  

feat s 
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Bl in d  p i lo t  f l i es f r o m  Lo n d on  t o  Sy d n ey  

A blind Brit ish pilot  ____________ aircraft  in Sydney on Monday  t o com plete 

a record-breaking f light  ____________ t he wor ld. Miles Hilt on-Barber left  

London on March 7 and flew near ly 22,000 k ilom et res t o Aust ralia.  

____________ m oney for charit y. He did not  f ly  solo, but  was accom panied 

____________ co-pilot  who helped Hilt on-Barber by t elling him  what  figures 

were on t he nav igat ion inst rum ent s. The 58-year-old aviat or said:  " I t 's t he 

fulfillm ent  ____________ dream . I 've been wait ing ____________ for  about  

four years."  He added:  " I 've wanted t o be a pilot  since I  was a k id. Now I 'm  

totally blind but  I 've had ____________ f ly ing m ore t han halfway around t he 

world.Ó He descr ibed t he m ost  im portant  t hing for him :  ÒThe ____________ 

m e doing t his, itÕs raising funds,"  he said. 

Hilton-Barber  _________________ 25 years. He hopes his t r ip will raise over  

two m illion dollars for t he char it y Seeing is Believing, which ____________ 

preventable blindness in developing count r ies. His int ercont inental f light  is 

not  t he f irst  advent ure ____________ on. I n 1999 he com peted in t he 

"Toughest  Foot - race on Eart h"  ____________ t he Sahara Desert . He t hen 

went  on to t ake part  in t he "Coldest  Marat hon on Eart h" , across Siberia. To 

____________ feat s,  he has clim bed Mt  Kilim anjaro and Mt  Blanc, Afr ica and 

Europe's highest  m ountains.  He ____________ Malaysian Grand Pr ix lap 

record for a blind driver in a 200 k ilom et re-per-hour Lot us. His achievem ent s 

are _________________ blind and sighted people everywhere. Hilt on-Barber  

is liv ing proof t hat  anyt hing is possible,  and t hat  where ____________, 

thereÕs a way . 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôb l in d Õ and Ôp i lo t Õ. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . STUDENT ÒBLI NDNESSÓ SURVEY:  I n pairs /  groups, write 
down quest ions about  being blind and overcom ing problem s. 

¥ Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their 
answers. 

¥ Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your 
f indings. 

¥ Make mini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ t iny 
¥ halfway 
¥ raise 
¥ navigat ion 
¥ kid 
¥ deal 

¥ charit y 
¥ f irst  
¥ run 
¥ feats 
¥ lap 
¥ proof 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 
b)  What  do you think about  the blind pilotÕs feat? 
c)  Would you like to have flown with him ? 
d)  Do you think blind people can do anything? 
e)  What  is your dream ? 
f)  What  have you wanted to do since you were a kid? 
g)  Would you have given m oney to the blind pilot  (how much)? 
h)  Do you think youÕll do som ething am azing one day? 
i)  What  would you like to do to raise m oney for charit y? 
j )  What  quest ion would you like to ask Mr. Hilton-Barber? 

! --------------------------------------------------------------------- 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 
b)  What  do you think of the fact  that  he raised two m illion dollars? 
c)  Do you think Seeing is Believing is a good nam e for a charity? 
d)  Would you like to cross the Sahara Desert  and Siberia? 
e)  How do you think he drove so fast  in a Form ula One car? 
f)  How m uch of an inspirat ion is Mr. Hilton-Barber to you? 
g)  Do you think he is living proof that  anything is possible? 
h)  Do you believe that  where thereÕs a will, thereÕs a way? 
i)  WhatÕs the biggest  hurdle youÕve overcom e in your life? 
j )  Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  
what  you talked about . 

a)  What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b)  Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c)  Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d)  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e)  Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 
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SPEAKI NG 

AD VENTURE:   

You are going to do one of t hese t hings for  charity  w it h your  par tner(s) .  Decide 
which one. 

(1)  Walk across t he Sahara Desert    ( 2)  Run across Siberia   ( 3)  Clim b Mt .  Everest  

Give your char it y  adventure a nam e:  _________________________________ 

Decide what  you need to doÉ . . 

Now  

The week 
before 

 

The day before  

The first  day  

The last  day  

The day after  
the last  day 

 

A week aft er 
you f inish 

 

Change par tners and share your ideas and plans.  Give each other  ideas on how to 
m ake your adventure work bet t er. 

Make a presentat ion t o the class about  your p lans. 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

Bl i n d  p i lo t  f l i es f r om  Lon don  t o  Sy d n ey  

A blind Brit ish pilot  (1)  ___ his t iny aircraft  in Sydney on Monday  t o com plete 
a record-break ing (2)  ___ halfway around the wor ld.  Miles Hilt on-Barber left  
London on March 7 and flew near ly 22,000 kilom et res t o Aust ralia. His aim  
was t o (3)  ___ m oney for charit y . He did not  fly  solo, but  was accom panied 
by a sighted co-pilot  who helped Hilt on-Barber by t elling him  what  (4)  ___ 
were on t he nav igat ion inst rum ent s. The 58-year-old aviat or said:  " I t 's t he 
fulfillm ent  of an am azing dream . I 've been wait ing t o do t his flight  for about  
four  years."  He added:  " I 've wanted t o be a pilot  ( 5)  ___ I  was a k id.  Now 
I 'm  (6)  ___ blind but  I 've had t he priv ilege of  fly ing m ore t han halfway  
around t he world.Ó He described t he m ost  im por tant  t hing for him :  ÒThe big  
deal is not  m e doing t his, itÕs raising funds,"  he said. 

Hilton-Barber  has been (7)  ___ for  25 years. He hopes his t r ip w ill raise over  
two m illion dollars for  t he charit y  Seeing is Believ ing, which works t o (8)  ___ 
preventable blindness in developing count r ies. His int ercont inental f light  is 
not  t he f irst  advent ure he has been on. I n 1999 he (9)  ___ in t he "Toughest  
Foot - race on Eart h"  a run across t he Sahara Desert . He t hen went  on t o t ake 
(10)  ___ in t he "Coldest  Marat hon on Eart h" , across Siber ia. To add t o his 
feat s, he has clim bed Mt  Kilim anjaro and Mt  Blanc, Afr ica and Europe's 
highest  m ountains. He also (11)  ___ t he Malaysian Grand Prix lap record for  
a blind dr iver in a 200 k ilom et re-per-hour  Lot us.  His achievem ent s are an 
inspirat ion t o blind and sight ed people everywhere. Hilt on-Barber is liv ing 
proof t hat  anyt hing is possible, and t hat  where t hereÕs a (12)  ___, t hereÕs a 
way . 

1. (a)  land (b)  landing ( c)  landed (d)  lands 

2. (a)  flight  (b)  flew (c)  flier (d)  fly 

3. (a)  elevate (b)  raise ( c)  increase (d)  lift  

4. (a)  fingers (b)  figs  ( c)  figure (d)  figures 

5. (a)  dur ing (b)  ever ( c)  since (d)  for 

6. (a)  totally (b)  total ( c)  all ( d)  whole 

7. (a)  blindly (b)  blinded (c)  blind (d)  blindness 

8. (a)  cut  (b)  slice ( c)  chop (d)  saw 

9. (a)  com pet it ion (b)  com pet itor ( c)  com pleted (d)  com peted 

10. (a)  apart  (b)  part s ( c)  part  (d)  part ner   

11. (a)  bet  (b)  set  ( c)  wet  (d)  let  

12. (a)  m ight  (b)  will ( c)  should (d)  could 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about  
Hilton-BarberÕs flight . Talk about what  you discover with your 
partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3 . H I STORI C FLI GHTS POSTER:  Make a poster about  different  
historic flights that  have taken place in history. How are they different? 
Show your poster to your class in the next  lesson. Vote on the best  
one(s) . 

4 . MAG AZI NE ARTI CLE:  Write a m agazine art icle about the flight  
to Sydney. I n part icular, write about  how itÕs possible to do anything, 
and that  where thereÕs a will, thereÕs a way. Read what you wrote to 
your classm ates in the next  lesson. Which art icle was best  and why? 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to Mr. Hilton-Barber. Ask him three 
quest ions about  his life. Give him  three pieces of advice about  what  he 
should do next . Read your let ter to your partner(s)  in your next  
lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. T c. F d. T e. T f. T g. F h.  F 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

a. t iny mi nute 

b. aim  goal 

c. accomp anied partnered  

d. fulf illme nt  comp let ion  

e. pr iv ilege honour 

f. raise collect   

g. preventable stoppable  

h. comp et ed in j oined  

i. feats achievem ent s  

j . will desire  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. landed his  t iny air craft  

b. accomp anied by a  sighted co-pilot   

c. t he fulf illme nt  of  an am azing dream  

d. totally  blind  

e. big  deal  

f. raise  over t wo m illion dollars  

g. preventable  blindness 

h. To add t o his  feats  

i. liv ing  proof  

j . where t hereÕs a will,  t hereÕs a way  

GAP FI LL:  

Bl i n d  p i lo t  f l ies f r o m  Lon d o n  t o  Sy d n ey  
A blind Briti sh pilot lan d ed  his ti ny aircraft in Sydney on Monday to  complete  a record-breaking f l ig h t  
halfwa y around th e wo rld. Miles Hilto n-Barber left London on March 7 and f lew nearly  22,000 k ilometr es t o 
Austr alia. His aim  wa s to  r a ise money for charity . He did not f ly  so lo , but wa s accompanied by a sighte d 
co-pilot wh o helped Hilto n-Barber by te lling him  wh at f ig u r es we re on th e navigati on in st r u m en t s. The 
58 -year-old av iato r said:  " I t' s th e fulf illment of an amazing dream. I 've been wa iti ng to  do th is f light for 
about four years."  He added:  " I 've wa nte d to  be a pilot since I  wa s a k id. Now I 'm  t ota lly  blind but I 've 
had th e p r i v i leg e of f ly ing more th an halfwa y around th e wo rld.Ó He descr ibed th e most importa nt t hing 
for him :  ÒThe big deal is not me doing th is, itÕs raising f u n d s,"  he said. 

Hilto n-Barber has been blind for 25 years. He hopes his t r ip  wi ll r a ise over two  m illion dollars for th e 
charity  Seeing is Believ ing, wh ich wo rks to  cu t  preventa ble blindness in developing countr ies. His 
inte rconti nenta l f light is not th e f irst adventu re he has been on. I n 1999 he co m p et ed  in th e "Toughest  
Foot - race on Earth " a run across th e Sahara Desert. He th en we nt on to  ta ke part in th e "Coldest  
Marath on on Earth ", across Siberia. To add to  his f eat s, he has climbed Mt Kilimanjaro and Mt Blanc, 
Afr ica and Europe's highest mounta ins. He also set  th e Malaysian Grand Prix  lap record for a blind driver 
in a 200 k ilometr e-per-hour Lotu s. His achievements  are an in sp i r a t io n  to  blind and sighte d people 
everywh ere. Hilto n-Barber is liv ing proof th at anyth ing is possible, and th at wh ere th ereÕs a w i l l , th ereÕs a 
wa y. 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - c 2 - a 3 - b 4 -d 5 - c 6 -a 7 - c 8 -a 9 -d 10 - c 11 -b 12 - b 
 


