
  

www.Breaking News English.com 

Ready-to-use ESL / EFL Lessons 

Th e Br eak i n g  N ew s En g l ish .co m  Reso u r ce Bo ok  

Ò1,000 I deas & Act iv it ies For Language TeachersÓ 
http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/book.html 

Toy o t a -  w o r ldÕs n u m ber  on e car  se l ler  

URL:  http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/0704/070426-toyota.html 

Con t en t s 

The Art icle 2 

Warm -ups 3 

Before Reading /  Listening 4 

While Reading /  Listening 5 

Listening Gap Fill  6 

After Reading /  Listening 7 

Discussion  8 

Speaking 9 

Language Work 10 

Hom ework 11 

Answers 12 

2 6 t h Ap r i l ,  2 0 0 7  



Toyot a -  wor ldÕs num ber one car seller Ð 26 th Apr il, 2007 

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com 
2 

THE ARTI CLE 

Toy o t a  -  w o r ldÕs n u m b er  o n e car  sel ler  

For the first  t im e in history, a non-US car f irm  is the worldÕs num ber 

one carm aker. JapanÕs Toyota Motor Corporat ion knocked the USAÕs 

General Motors from the top spot in the first  three m onths of the 

year to claim the world sales leadership posit ion. This ends GMÕs 76-

year reign as the top dog in the internat ional auto indust ry. Analysts 

expected this to happen following ToyotaÕs nonstop push for pole 

posit ion. I ndust ry experts predict  Toyota will probably stay num ber 

one in the world for quite some t im e due to it s eff icient  product ion 

m ethods and outstanding m arket ing. Excellent  reliability , unbeatable 

prices and world class after-sales service will also help the Japanese 

com pany retain it s grasp as the indust ry leader. The com panyÕs 

Corolla car cont inues to be the top selling vehicle worldwide and a 

new m odel planned for launch in 2008 should keep things that  way. 

Unlike it s Am erican rivals, Toyota is enjoying bum per profit s. 

Whereas the likes of Ford, Chrysler and GM are doing their best  to 

cut  costs to survive and stay in the m arket , their Japanese rival 

expects it s profit s to cont inue to grow from  the $11.7 billion last  

year. I ndust ry insider Jim Hossack believes JapanÕs skilled and 

m ot ivated workforce also great ly helps Toyota. "A job in the auto 

indust ry is st ill a prest ige posit ion in Japan,"  he said. He also puts 

ToyotaÕs success down to it s unbeatable im age, saying:  "They have 

to keep their qualit y up, though they've had such a good reputat ion 

people forgive them when they have problem s." Hossack added 

"People don't  forgive GM when they have problem s." Toyota 

execut ives were m odest  in recognizing their achievem ent . They 

insisted that  the goal was to be num ber one in quality, not  sales 

volum e. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . I ÕM A CAR :  I m agine you are a car.  Decide which one. Walk around the 
class and talk t o the other  ÒcarsÓ in t he class. What  do you think of Germ an,  I talian,  
Am erican and Japanese cars? What  do you hate m ost  about  driversÉ . Change 
part ners oft en. 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

history  /  carm akers /  cars /  Toyota /  General Motors /  leadership /  expert s /  
r ivals /  cut t ing costs /  profit s /  prest ige /  reputat ions /  achievem ents /  goals 

Have a chat  about  the t opics you liked.  For  m ore conversat ion,  change topics and 
part ners frequent ly. 

3 . CARS:  With your partner( s) , m atch t he cars on the left  w it h the people on the 
right .  Explain your reasons.  Change part ners and explain again. 

¥ 4-wheel dr ive Jeep 
¥ I talian sport s car 
¥ Rolls Royce 
¥ Mini Cooper 
¥ Toyota Corolla 
¥ Ant ique 1930Õs fam ily car 

¥ George W. Bush 
¥ Madonna 
¥ Tiger Woods 
¥ Nelson Mandela 
¥ Bill Gates 
¥ Br itainÕs Queen Elizabeth I I  

4 . CAR OPI NI ONS:  Talk  about  t hese opinions on cars:  

¥ Japanese cars are the best  in the world. 
¥ There are too m any cars in the world. 
¥ Carm akers shouldnÕt  m ake cars that  can exceed speed lim its. 
¥ I  would absolutely  love to have a Porsche or Ferrari one day. 
¥ Cars kill people and t he Earth and should be banned. 
¥ The world is car  crazy. 
¥ The car  som eone drives is an extension of h is or  her own personality . 
¥ Men are bet t er  drivers t han wom en. 

5 . QUI CK DEBAT E:  Have th is quick debate with your par tner(s) .  Students A 
think cars are a waste of t im e and m oney;  st udents B th ink cars are a necessary part  
of societ y. Change par tners and topics every two m inutes. 

6 . TOYOTA:  Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of the different  words you 
associate with Toyota. Share your words w it h your partner( s)  and talk  about  t hem . 
Together,  put  the words into d ifferent  categories. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Toyot a is t he worldÕs num ber one car seller for  t he t hird t im e. T /  F 

b. General Mot ors spent  76 years as t he wor ldÕs t op carm aker. T /  F 

c. Experts predict  Toyot aÕs t im e at  t he t op will be very short . T /  F 

d. Toyot a produces t he worldÕs best - selling car . T /  F 

e. Ford and Chrysler have m ade bum per prof it s t his year . T /  F 

f.  The Japanese t hink  working in t he aut o indust ry is prest igious.  T /  F 

g. Consum ers easily forgive General Mot ors if they  have problem s. T /  F 

h. Toyot aÕs goal is t o be t he m aker  selling t he largest  num ber of cars. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. firm  hum ble 

b. reign grip 

c. out standing com pet itor 

d. retain record 

e. grasp good nam e 

f. bum per leadership 

g. rival com pany 

h. prest ige except ional 

i.  reputat ion status 

j .  m odest  keep hold of 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

a. GMÕs 76-year reign  reputat ion 

b. stay num ber one in the world for  as the top dog 

c. eff icient   recognizing their  achievem ent  

d. help the Japanese com pany retain it s  that  way 

e. É should keep t hings  profits 

f.  Toyota is enj oy ing bum per  m ot ivated workforce 

g. doing their  best  to cut   product ion m ethods 

h. sk illed and  cost s to surv ive 

i.  such a good  quit e som e t im e 

j .  Toyota execut ives were m odest  in  grasp as the indust ry  leader 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Toy o t a  -  w o r ld Õs n u m b er  on e car  se l le r  

For t he first  t im e in ________, a non-US car firm  is the 

worldÕs num ber one carm aker . JapanÕs Toyot a Mot or  

Corporat ion ________ t he USAÕs General Mot ors from  the 

top spot  in t he f irst  t hree m ont hs of t he year t o ________ 

the wor ld sales leadership posit ion. This ends GMÕs 76-year  

reign as t he t op ________ in t he internat ional aut o 

indust ry.  Analyst s expected t his t o happen following 

Toyot aÕs nonst op push for  ________ posit ion.  I ndust ry  

expert s predict  Toyota will probably stay num ber one in t he 

world for quit e som e t im e due t o it s ________ product ion 

m et hods and outst anding m arket ing. Excellent  reliabilit y ,  

unbeat able prices and world class after - sales serv ice w ill 

also help t he Japanese com pany ________ it s grasp as t he 

indust ry leader . The com panyÕs Corolla car  cont inues t o be 

the t op selling vehicle wor ldw ide and a new m odel planned 

for  ________ in 2008 should keep t hings t hat  way . 
 

  

dog 

retain 

claim  

efficient  

history 

launch 

pole 

knocked 

 

________ it s Am er ican r ivals, Toyot a is enjoy ing bum per  

prof it s.  ________ t he likes of  Ford, Chrysler  and GM are 

doing t heir best  t o cut  cost s t o surv ive and stay  in t he 

m arket , t heir Japanese r ival ________ it s prof it s t o 

cont inue t o grow from  t he $11.7 billion last  year . I ndust ry 

________ Jim  Hossack  believes JapanÕs skilled and 

m ot ivated workforce also great ly helps Toyota. "A job in t he 

auto indust ry is st ill a ________ posit ion in Japan,"  he said.  

He also put s ToyotaÕs success down t o it s unbeatable 

________, saying:  "They have to keep t heir qualit y up, 

though t hey 've had such a good ________ people forgive 

them  when t hey have problem s."  Hossack added "People 

don't  forgive GM when t hey have problem s."  Toyota 

execut ives were m odest  in recognizing t heir  achievem ent .  

They ________ t hat  t he goal was t o be num ber one in 

qualit y , not  sales volum e. 

  

prest ige 

insisted 

whereas 

expect s 

im age 

unlike 

reput at ion 

insider 
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Toy o t a  -  w o r ld Õs n u m b er  on e car  se l le r  

___________________ hist ory , a non-US car firm  is t he wor ldÕs num ber one 

carm aker . JapanÕs Toyota Mot or Corporat ion knocked t he USAÕs General 

Mot ors ___________________ t he f irst  t hree m ont hs of t he year  t o claim  

the world sales leadership posit ion. This ends GMÕs 76-year ______________ 

dog in t he internat ional aut o indust ry . Analyst s expect ed t his t o happen 

follow ing Toyot aÕs nonst op ___________________. I ndust ry  expert s predict  

Toyot a will probably st ay num ber one in t he wor ld ___________________ t o 

it s eff icient  product ion m et hods and out st anding m arket ing.  Excellent  

reliabilit y , unbeatable prices and world class aft er - sales service will also help 

the Japanese com pany  ___________________ indust ry leader . The 

com panyÕs Corolla car cont inues to be t he t op selling vehicle wor ldwide and a 

new m odel planned for launch in 2008 ________________________. 

Unlike it s Am er ican r ivals, Toyota ___________________. Whereas t he likes 

of Ford, Chrysler and GM are doing t heir best  t o cut  cost s t o surv ive and stay  

in t he m arket ,  t heir Japanese r ival expect s ___________________ grow 

from  t he $11.7 billion last  year. I ndust ry insider Jim  Hossack believes JapanÕs 

sk illed and m ot ivated workforce ___________________ Toyot a.  "A j ob in  

the aut o indust ry  is ___________________ in Japan,"  he said.  He also put s 

Toyot aÕs success down t o it s unbeatable im age, saying:  "They have t o keep 

their qualit y up, ___________________ a good reput at ion people forgive 

them  when t hey  have problem s."  Hossack  added "People don't  forgive GM 

when t hey have problem s."  Toyota execut ives were m odest  in recognizing 

their achievem ent . They ___________________ was t o be num ber one in 

qualit y , not  sales volum e. 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôt op Õ and Ôd og Õ. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . STUDENT ÒCARÓ SURVEY:  I n pairs /  groups, write down 
quest ions about  cars and carm akers from  around the world. 

¥ Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their 
answers. 

¥ Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your 
f indings. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ non 
¥ knocked 
¥ reign 
¥ predict  
¥ reliability  
¥ launch 

¥ bum per 
¥ r ival 
¥ m ot ivated 
¥ im age 
¥ problem s 
¥ volum e 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 
b)  What  do you know about  General Motors and Toyota? 
c)  Are you interested in cars? 
d)  Do you think itÕs interest ing to know who the worldÕs top 

carm aker is? 
e)  How do you think GM stayed at  the top for so long? 
f)  Do you think an Am erican carm aker will be num ber one ever 

again? 
g)  What  are the differences between Japanese and Am erican cars? 
h)  Why are Japanese cars m ore reliable than Am erican cars? 
i)  Do you think Japanese and Am erican car workers are different? 
j )  What  after sales service do you think car m akers should give? 

✄--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 
b)  What  are the m ost  popular cars in your count ry and why? 
c)  Would you like to work in the auto indust ry? 
d)  What  do you think of ToyotaÕs im age? 
e)  Toyota also produces Form ula 1 cars. Do you think GM should do 

likewise? 
f)  Why do you think there are so few Am erican cars on the roads 

outside of the USA? 
g)  Would you buy a Toyota or a General Motors car? 
h)  What  do you think of ToyotaÕs hybrid energy cars that  are m ore 

environmentally fr iendly? 
i)  Are you a fam ily car person or a four-wheel drive person? 
j )  Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  
what  you talked about . 

a)  What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b)  Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c)  Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d)  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e)  Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 
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SPEAKI NG 

DRI VI NG:  Your job is to m ake recom m endat ions on how to im prove cars.  I n 
pairs /  groups,  ident ify  t he m aj or  problem s w ith cars in the categories below .  Decide 
on three suggest ions for  their  im provem ent .  Agree on and circle the extent  of the 
Òpresent  problem Ó ( 1 =  very serious, 5 =  no problem ) . 

CATEGORY PRESENT PROBLEM RECOMMENDATIONS 

Fuel eff iciency  

 

 

1    2    3    4    5 

1.  

2.  

3.  

Safet y  

 

 

1    2    3    4    5 

1.  

2.  

3.  

The inter ior 
( seat s, 
dashboard,  
luggage 
space,  et c.)  

 

 

 

1    2    3    4    5 

1.  

2.  

3.  

Handling  

 

 

1    2    3    4    5 

1.  

2.  

3.  

After  sales 
service 

 

 

 

1    2    3    4    5 

1.  

2.  

3.  

Looks  

 

 

1    2    3    4    5 

1.  

2.  

3.  

Change par tners and explain what  you discussed w ith your previous partner( s) .  Give 
each other  feedback on your ideas.  Com bine your ideas to m ake your 
recom m endat ions even bet t er ( you have to agree on the three best  
recom m endat ions) . 

Return to your or iginal partners and discuss any revisions you m ade. 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

Toy o t a  -  w o r ldÕs n u m b er  o n e car  sel ler  

For t he first  t im e in history , a (1)  ___-US car f irm  is t he wor ldÕs num ber one 
carm aker . JapanÕs Toyota Mot or Corporat ion knocked t he USAÕs General 
Mot ors f rom  t he t op spot  in t he f irst  t hree m ont hs of  t he year t o (2)  ___ t he 
world sales leadership posit ion. This ends GMÕs 76-year (3)  ___ as the top 
dog in t he internat ional aut o indust ry . Analyst s expect ed t his t o happen 
follow ing Toyot aÕs nonst op push for  ( 4)  ___ posit ion.  I ndust ry  expert s predict  
Toyot a will probably  stay  num ber one in t he wor ld for quit e som e t im e due to 
it s eff icient  product ion m et hods and out st anding m arket ing.  Excellent  
reliabilit y , unbeatable prices and world class aft er - sales service will also help 
the Japanese com pany retain it s (5)  ___ as t he indust ry  leader . The 
com panyÕs Corolla car cont inues to be t he t op selling vehicle wor ldwide and a 
new m odel planned for launch in 2008 should keep (6)  ___ t hat  way . 

Unlike it s Am er ican (7)  ___, Toyota is enjoying bum per profit s. Whereas t he 
likes of Ford,  Chrysler and GM are doing t heir  best  t o cut  cost s t o surv ive and 
stay in t he m arket , t heir Japanese r ival (8)  ___ it s prof it s t o cont inue t o grow 
from  t he $11.7 billion last  year. I ndust ry insider Jim  Hossack believes JapanÕs 
sk illed and m ot ivated workforce also (9)  ___ helps Toyot a. "A j ob in t he auto 
indust ry is st ill a prest ige posit ion in Japan,"  he said. He also put s ToyotaÕs 
success (10)  ___ t o it s unbeat able im age, saying:  "They have t o keep t heir  
qualit y up, ( 11)  ___ t hey 've had such a good reputat ion people forgive t hem  
when t hey have problem s."  Hossack added "People don't  forgive GM when 
they have problem s."  Toyot a execut ives were m odest  (12)  ___ recognizing 
their  achievem ent . They insisted t hat  t he goal was t o be num ber one in 
qualit y , not  sales volum e. 

1. (a)  non (b)  ex ( c)  auto (d)  pro 

2. (a)  calam ity (b)  calm  (c)  claim  (d)  clam  

3. (a)  rein (b)  reign ( c)  rain (d)  rant  

4. (a)  polar (b)  pole  ( c)  poll ( d)  Pole 

5. (a)  grabs (b)  clasp ( c)  gasp (d)  grasp 

6. (a)  anything (b)  thingy ( c)  thing (d)  things 

7. (a)  rivals (b)  rivalry ( c)  rivaled (d)  rivet s 

8. (a)  excels (b)  excerpt s ( c)  expect s (d)  except  

9. (a)  great ly (b)  greatest  ( c)  greatness (d)  great  

10. (a)  on (b)  in ( c)  down (d)  up  

11. (a)  thought  (b)  though (c)  thou (d)  through 

12. (a)  for (b)  as ( c)  on (d)  in 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about  
the Toyota Motor Corporat ion. Talk about  what you discover with your 
partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3 . CARS POSTER:  Make a poster about  different  car-producing 
count ries around the world. How are they different? Show your poster 
to your class in the next  lesson. Vote on the best  one(s) . 

4 . MAG AZ I NE ARTI CLE:  Write a m agazine art icle about  
Japanese carm akers and how they are taking over the m otor indust ry. 
I n part icular, write about  Japanese workers and quality. Read what 
you wrote to your classm ates in the next  lesson. Which art icle was 
best  and why? 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to the CEO of General Motors. Ask him/ her 
three quest ions about why his/ her com pany is falling behind Toyota. 
Give him / her three pieces of advice about  how to get  back to being the 
num ber one carm aker. Read your let ter to your partner(s)  in your next  
lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. T c. F d. T e. F f. T g. F h.  F 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

a. firm  comp any 

b. reign leadership  

c. out standing except ional  

d. retain keep hold of  

e. grasp gr ip  

f. bump er record  

g. r ival comp et itor   

h. prest ige status  

i. reput at ion good name   

j . mo dest  humb le  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. GMÕs 76-year reign  as t he t op dog 

b. stay numb er one in t he world for   quite som e t im e  

c. efficient   product ion me t hods 

d. help the Japanese com pany retain it s  grasp as t he indust ry leader  

e. É should keep things  that  way   

f. Toyota is enj oying bum per  prof it s 

g. doing their  best  t o cut   costs t o surv ive  

h. skilled and  mo t ivated workforce  

i. such a good  reput at ion  

j . Toyota execut ives were mo dest  in  recognizing t heir  achieveme nt   

GAP FI LL:  

Toy o t a -  w o r ld Õs n u m b er  o n e  ca r  se l le r  
For th e f irst ti me in h is t o r y , a non-US car f irm  is th e wo rldÕs number one carmaker. JapanÕs Toyota  Moto r 
Corporati on k n o ck ed  th e USAÕs General Moto rs from th e to p spot in th e f irst th ree month s of th e year to  
cla im  th e wo rld sales leadership positi on. This ends GMÕs 76 -year reign as th e to p d o g  in th e inte rnati onal 
auto  industr y. Analysts  expecte d th is to  happen following Toyota Õs nonsto p push for p o le  positi on.  
I ndustr y experts  predict Toyota  wi ll probably sta y number one in th e wo rld for quite  some ti me due to  it s 
e f f ic ien t  producti on meth ods and out sta nding marketi ng. Excellent reliability , unbeata ble prices and 
wo rld class afte r-sales serv ice wi ll also help th e Japanese company r et a in  its  grasp as th e industr y leader.  
The companyÕs Corolla car conti nues to  be th e to p selling vehicle wo rldwi de and a new model planned for 
lau n ch  in 2008 should keep th ings th at wa y. 

Un l ik e it s American r ivals, Toyota  is en joy ing bumper profits . W h er eas th e likes of Ford, Chrysler and 
GM are doing th eir best to  cut costs  to  surv ive and sta y in th e market,  th eir Japanese r ival ex p ect s its  
profits  to  conti nue to  grow from th e $11 .7 billion last year. I ndustr y in s id e r  Jim  Hossack believes JapanÕs 
sk illed and moti vate d wo rkforce also greatl y  helps Toyota . "A job in th e auto  industr y is sti ll a p r est ig e  
positi on in Japan,"  he said. He also puts  Toyota Õs success down  to  its  unbeata ble im ag e, saying:  "They 
have to  keep th eir quality  up, th ough th ey 've had such a good r ep u t at io n  people forgive th em wh en th ey 
have problems."  Hossack added "People don't forgive GM wh en th ey have problems."  Toyota  executi ves 
we re modest in recognizing th eir achievement . They in s is t ed  th at th e goal wa s to  be number one in  
quality , not sales volume. 
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