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THE ARTI CLE 

Pr in ce W i l l i am  q u iet  o n  r o y al  r om an ce en d  

BritainÕs media is having a field day report ing on Prince William 's 

split  with longt ime gir lfr iend Kate Middleton. The nat ionÕs 

newspapers and TV stat ions are desperate for news on "what really 

happened" and why the two split  up. Com pet it ion for news is fierce 

and the paparazzi and journalists are hungry for any k ind of scoop 

or scandal. I t  seem s they are not  content  with William Õs version of 

events Ð that  he and Kate sim ply decided their rom ance was going 

nowhere and it  was t im e to go their separate ways. Brit ish Prim e 

Minister Tony Blair echoed this on a TV show, saying the m edia 

reports are Òcom plete nonsenseÓ and that  the couple should be 

given breathing space, out  of the media spot light , to get  on with 

their lives. "They're a young couple. We've had the announcem ent . 

Fine. They should be left  alone,"  said Blair. 

The m edia has followed William and Kate ever since they first  

started dat ing at  universit y f ive years ago. Rum ours of m arriage hit  

the headlines as soon as they decided to live together. Their 

decision to split , while staying Ògood fr iendsÓ, has now sparked 

speculat ion of a different  kind. Som e newspapers have blam ed the 

Brit ish queen, while others report  William Õs m ilitary career is at  the 

cent re of things. The latest  ÒexclusiveÓ is that  KateÕs m other told her 

daughter to end the relat ionship. The Daily Telegraph newspaper 

even reported that  KateÕs m otherÕs use of English was not  

sophist icated enough for royalty. I n part icular, she said "toilet " 

rather than "lavatory" , and "pleased to m eet  you" instead of "how 

do you do?" Kate has refused to comm ent  and has turned down $10 

m illion to tell her story. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . PAP AR AZ ZI :  I m agine you are a m em ber of the paparazzi. Wr it e down 
three fam ous people you have photographed. Walk around t he class and talk  to the 
other ÒpaparazziÓ about  your  job and photographs.  Aft er you fin ish,  sit  wit h d ifferent  
ÒpaparazziÓ and share the stories you heard. 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

fields /  split t ing up /  longt im e girlfr iends /  princes /  scandals /  rom ance /  m edia 
/  dat ing /  liv ing together  /  the m ilitary /  proper English /  lavator ies /  $10 m illion 

Have a chat  about  the t opics you liked.  For  m ore conversat ion,  change topics and 
part ners frequent ly. 

3 . H I GH- LEVEL LAN GUAG E:  With your partner( s) , talk  about  t he 
differences in t he language of your  nat ive tongue.  Use these t o help you:  

• the language of people w it h /  without  m oney 
• m enÕs language /  wom enÕs language 
• language in t he north /  south /  east  /  west  of the count ry 
• higher class /  lower class language 
• old peopleÕs language /  young peopleÕs language 
• royal language /  com m oner language 
• t radit ional language /  the English inf luence 

4 . DAT I NG:  What  are the biggest  problem s of dat ing? Put  these in order  of the 
biggest  causes of couples to break up:  

• another  m an /  wom an 
• the rom ance was going nowhere 
• sport  
• m others /  fat hers 
• argum ents 

• culture 
• relig ion 
• m oney 
• physical at t ract ion 
• other ___________________ 

5 . QUI CK DEBAT E:  Have th is quick debate with your par tner(s) .  Students A 
think princes should only  m arry  pr incesses;  student s B t hink princes can m arry  
anyone, even com m oners. Change par tners and topics every two m inutes. 

6 . PRI NCE:  Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of the different  words you 
associate with t he word Òpr inceÓ.  Share your words with your  par tner(s)  and talk  
about  them . Together,  put  t he words into different  categor ies. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Br itainÕs m edia is m eet ing in a f ield t o interview Prince William . T /  F 

b. The m edia hopes William Õs reason for t he break up is not  t rue. T /  F 

c. Tony Blair said m edia report s on t he split  were pret ty m uch t rash. T /  F 

d. Blair said t he couple needs oxygen when t he paparazzi is around. T /  F 

e. William  and Kat e had dated since t hey were at  high school. T /  F 

f.  Their relat ionship has t urned sour and icy .  T /  F 

g. Newspapers are report ing Kat eÕs m ot her didnÕt  like Pr ince William . T /  F 

h. The m edia says t he royal fam ily  didnÕt  like Kat eÕs m ot herÕs English. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. split  descript ion 

b. desperate declined 

c. fierce stor ies 

d. version scoop 

e. nonsense dying for 

f.  rum ours t r iggered 

g. sparked break- up 

h. exclusive refined 

i.  sophist icated cut- throat  

j .  refused rubbish 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

a. Br itainÕs m edia is having a f ield  any k ind of scoop or  scandal 

b. TV stat ions are desperate  down $10 m illion t o t ell her  story 

c. journalist s are hungry for  space 

d. not  content  with  since they f irst  star ted dat ing 

e. the couple should be given breathing  day report ing on Prince William  

f. ever   speculat ion of a d ifferent  kind 

g. Rum ours of m arr iage hit   William Õs version of event s 

h. sparked  enough for royalty 

i.  not  sophist icated  the headlines 

j .  turned  for news on "what  really  happened" 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Pr in ce W i l l i am  q u ie t  on  r oy a l  r om an ce en d  

Br itainÕs m edia is hav ing a ________ day report ing on 

Pr ince William 's split  w it h longt im e gir lf r iend Kate 

Middlet on. The nat ionÕs newspapers and TV st at ions are 

________ for news on "what  really happened"  and why t he 

two split  up.  Com pet it ion for  news is fierce and t he 

paparazzi and j ournalist s are ________ for  any k ind of  

scoop or scandal.  I t  seem s t hey are not  content  w it h 

William Õs ________ of event s Ð that  he and Kate sim ply  

decided t heir rom ance was going ________ and it  was t im e 

to go t heir  separate ways. Brit ish Pr im e Minister  Tony Blair  

echoed t his on a TV show, saying t he m edia report s are 

Òcom plete ________Ó and t hat  t he couple should be given 

breat hing ________, out  of t he m edia ________, t o get  on 

wit h t heir lives. "They're a young couple.  We've had t he 

announcem ent . Fine. They should be left  alone,"  said Blair . 
 

  

nonsense 

desperate 

version 

spot light  

field 

nowhere 

space 

hungry 

 

The m edia has followed William  and Kat e ever ________ 

they  first  started dat ing at  universit y five years ago. 

Rum ours of m arriage ________ t he headlines as soon as 

they decided t o live t oget her . Their decision to split , while 

staying Ògood fr iendsÓ, has now sparked ________ of a 

different  k ind. Som e newspapers have ________ t he Br it ish 

queen, while ot hers repor t  William Õs m ilitary career is at  t he 

cent re of  ________. The latest  ÒexclusiveÓ is t hat  KateÕs 

m ot her  t old her daughter t o end t he relat ionship. The Daily  

Telegr aph newspaper even reported t hat  KateÕs m ot herÕs 

________ of English was not  sophist icated enough for  

royalty. I n part icular, she said " t oilet "  rat her t han 

"________ " ,  and "pleased t o m eet  you"  instead of "how do 

you do?"  Kate has refused t o com m ent  and has ________ 

down $10 m illion t o t ell her st ory . 

  

use 

blam ed 

hit  

turned 

since 

lavat ory 

speculat ion 

things 
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Pr in ce W i l l i am  q u ie t  on  r oy a l  r om an ce en d  

Br itainÕs m edia ______________________ report ing on Pr ince William 's split  

wit h longt im e gir lfr iend Kate Middlet on. The nat ionÕs newspapers and TV 

stat ions are desperate for ______________________ happened"  and why  

the two split  up. Com pet it ion for news is fierce and t he paparazzi and 

j ournalist s are hungry  ______________________ scandal. I t  seem s t hey  are 

not  cont ent  w it h William Õs version of event s Ð t hat  he and Kate sim ply  

decided t heir rom ance was going nowhere and it  was t im e t o go t heir  

separat e ways. Br it ish Pr im e Minist er Tony Blair __________________ TV 

show, saying t he m edia report s are Òcom plete nonsenseÓ and t hat  t he couple 

should be given breat hing space, out  of t he m edia spot light ,  to get  on wit h 

their lives. "They're a young couple. We've had t he announcem ent . Fine. 

They __________________,"  said Blair . 

The m edia has followed William  and Kat e __________________ st arted 

dat ing at  universit y  five years ago. Rum ours of m arr iage hit  t he headlines 

__________________ t o live t oget her . Their  decision to split , while st ay ing 

Ògood fr iendsÓ, has now __________________ a different  k ind. Som e 

newspapers have blam ed t he Br it ish queen, while ot hers report  William Õs 

m ilit ary career is __________________. The latest  ÒexclusiveÓ is t hat  KateÕs 

m ot her  t old her  daught er  t o end t he relat ionship. The Daily Telegraph 

newspaper even reported that  KateÕs __________________ English was not  

sophist icated enough for royalty . I n part icular, she said " toilet "  rat her t han 

" lavat ory" , and "__________________ "  instead of "how do you do?"  Kate 

has refused t o com m ent  __________________ $10 m illion t o tell her st ory. 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôf ie ld Õ and Ôd ay Õ. 

• Share your findings with your partners. 
• Make quest ions using the words you found.  
• Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

• Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
• Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . STUDENT ÒROMAN CEÓ SURVEY:  I n pairs /  groups, write 
down quest ions about  dat ing and rom ance. 

• Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their 
answers. 

• Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your 
f indings. 

• Make m ini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

• day 
• really 
• hungry 
• ways 
• space 
• left  

• dat ing 
• sparked 
• cent re 
• end 
• use 
• turned 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 
b)  Do you like reading about  the Brit ish royal fam ily? 
c)  What  do you think of Prince William Õs split  with his gir lfr iend? 
d)  Would you like to date a royal? 
e)  What  do you know about  Prince William? 
f)  Why do you think the media is so hungry for news on BritainÕs 

royals? 
g)  Do you think there is a scandal behind the break-up? 
h)  What  do you think of the photos of William  kissing other wom en 

in a nightclub three weeks before he broke up with Kate? 
i)  Do you usually split  up with your partners, or do your partners 

usually split  up with you? 
j )  Do you think this news is serious enough for Tony Blair to talk 

about  it? 

! --------------------------------------------------------------------- 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 
b)  Do you think itÕs OK to live with your boyfriend /  gir lfr iend while 

studying at  university? 
c)  Would you like to see Prince William  get m arried? 
d)  I s it  possible to be Òjust  good fr iendsÓ with old lovers? 
e)  Would you respect  William  for choosing his m ilitary career before 

rom ance? 
f)  Do you think princes are rom ant ic? 
g)  What  worries would you have if your daughter was dat ing a 

Brit ish prince? 
h)  Do you prefer the word ÒtoiletÓ, ÒlavatoryÓ or Òrest  room Ó? 
i)  Do you think Kate should take the $10 m illion and sell her story? 
j )  Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  
what  you talked about . 

a)  What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b)  Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c)  Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d)  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e)  Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 
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SPEAKI NG 

ROYAL BREAK - UP:  

With your partner( s) , speculate on how each of these people m ight  have caused t he 
break- up of Prince William  and Kate Middleton.  Give t he reason given to t he public (a 
lie)  and the ÒexclusiveÓ real reason. 

The people The reasons given to 
the public 

The real, hidden 
reasons 

The Brit ish Queen   

Prince William    

Kate MiddletonÕs 
m other 

  

KateÕs old boyfriend   

Tony Blair   

After you finish, change part ners and tell each ot her what  you decided. Who 
has t he best  st or ies? 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

Pr i n ce W i l l i am  q u iet  o n  r o y al  r om an ce en d  

Br itainÕs m edia is hav ing a field (1)  ____ report ing on Prince William 's split  
wit h longt im e gir lfr iend Kate Middlet on. The nat ionÕs newspapers and TV 
stat ions are desperate for news (2)  ____ "what  really happened"  and why  
the t wo split  up. Com pet it ion for news is (3)  ____ and t he paparazzi and 
j ournalist s are hungry  for  any  k ind of scoop or scandal.  I t  seem s t hey  are not  
(4)  ____ wit h William Õs version of  event s Ð t hat  he and Kat e sim ply decided 
their rom ance was going nowhere and it  was t im e t o go t heir separat e ways. 
Br it ish Pr im e Minist er Tony Blair (5)  ____ this on a TV show, say ing t he 
m edia report s are Òcom plete nonsenseÓ and that  t he couple should be given 
breat hing (6)  ____, out  of t he m edia spot light ,  to get  on wit h t heir lives.  
"They're a young couple. We've had t he announcem ent . Fine. They should be 
left  alone,"  said Blair . 

The m edia has followed William  and Kate ever (7)  ____ t hey first  started 
dat ing at  universit y f ive years ago. Rum ours of  m arriage (8)  ____ t he 
headlines as soon as t hey decided t o live toget her . Their  decision t o split ,  
while st aying Ògood fr iendsÓ, has now sparked speculat ion of a different  k ind. 
Som e newspapers have blam ed t he Br it ish queen, while ot hers report  
William Õs m ilitary career  is at  t he cent re of  (9)  ____. The latest  ÒexclusiveÓ is 
that  KateÕs m ot her told her daughter to end t he relat ionship. The Daily  
Telegr aph newspaper  (10)  ____ reported t hat  Kat eÕs m ot herÕs use of English 
was not  sophist icat ed enough for royalty . I n part icular, she said " toilet "  
rat her t han " lavat ory" ,  and "pleased t o m eet  you"  instead of "how do you 
(11)  ____?"  Kate has refused t o com m ent  and has t urned (12)  ____ $10 
m illion t o tell her st ory. 

1. (a)  week (b)  m onth ( c)  year (d)  day 

2. (a)  with (b)  at  ( c)  on (d)  in 

3. (a)  fierce (b)  fiercely ( c)  fiend (d)  fire 

4. (a)  content  (b)  index  ( c)  content s (d)  happiness 

5. (a)  echoing (b)  echoed (c)  vetoed (d)  voted 

6. (a)  t race (b)  space ( c)  pace (d)  face 

7. (a)  while (b)  aft er ( c)  for (d)  since 

8. (a)  hit  ( b)  hit t ing ( c)  hit s (d)  hit  and m iss 

9. (a)  anything (b)  things ( c)  stuff (d)  goods 

10. (a)  so (b)  odd ( c)  ever (d)  even  

11. (a)  speak (b)  know (c)  do (d)  go 

12. (a)  in (b)  up ( c)  forward (d)  down 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about  
Prince William . Talk about what you discover with your partner(s)  in 
the next  lesson. 

3 . PRI NCES POSTER:  Make a poster about different  princes or 
young royals around the world. How are they different? Show your 
poster to your class in the next  lesson. Vote on the best  one(s) . 

4 . MAG AZI NE AR TI CLE:  Write a m agazine art icle about the 
break up of William  and Kate. I n part icular, write about the possible 
reasons for the split . Read what you wrote to your classm ates in the 
next  lesson. Which art icle was best  and why? 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to Prince William . Ask him/ her three 
quest ions about why he split  up with his gir lfr iend. Give him three 
pieces of advice about his future rom ances. Read your let ter to your 
partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your 
quest ions. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. T c. T d. F e. F f. F g. F h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

a. split  break- up 

b. desperat e dying for 

c. fierce cut- t hroat   

d. version descr ipt ion  

e. nonsense rubbish  

f. rum ours stor ies  

g. sparked t r iggered  

h. exclusive scoop  

i. sophist icated refined  

j . refused declined  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. Br itainÕs me dia is having a field  day report ing on Pr ince Will iam  

b. TV st at ions are desperat e  for  news on "what  really happened" 

c. j ournalist s are hungry for  any  kind of scoop or  scandal  

d. not  cont ent  wit h  WilliamÕs version of events 

e. the couple should be given breathing  space  

f. ever  since they fir st  st arted dat ing  

g. Rum ours of  m arr iage hit   t he headlines  

h. sparked  speculat ion of a different  k ind  

i. not  sophist icated  enough for royalt y  

j . t urned  down $10 mi llion to t ell her  st ory  

GAP FI LL:  

Pr i n ce  W i l l iam  q u iet  o n  r o y a l  r o m an ce en d  
Brita inÕs media is having a f ie ld  day reporti ng on Prince William 's split wi th  longti me gir lfr iend Kate  
Middleto n. The nati onÕs newspapers and TV sta ti ons are desp er at e for news on "wh at really  happened" 
and wh y th e two  split up. Competi ti on for news is f ierce and th e paparazzi and journalist s are h u n g r y  for  
any k ind of scoop or scandal. I t seems th ey are not conte nt wi th  WilliamÕs ver s io n  of events  Ð th at he 
and Kate  simply decided th eir romance wa s going n o w h er e and it wa s ti me to  go th eir separate  wa ys. 
Briti sh Prime Ministe r Tony Blair echoed th is on a TV show, saying th e media report s are Òcomplete  
n o n sen seÓ and th at th e couple should be given breath ing sp ace, out of th e media sp o t l ig h t , to  get on 
wi th  th eir lives. "They're a young couple. We've had th e announcement. Fine. They should be left alone,"  
said Blair. 
The media has followe d William  and Kate  ever s in ce th ey f irst sta rte d dati ng at university  f ive years ago.  
Rumours of marriage h i t  th e headlines as soon as th ey decided to  live to geth er. Their decision to  split,  
wh ile sta y ing Ògood fr iendsÓ, has now sparked sp ecu lat io n  of a different k ind. Some newspapers have 
b lam e d  th e Briti sh queen, wh ile oth ers report WilliamÕs m ilita ry career is at th e centr e of t h in g s. The 
late st ÒexclusiveÓ is th at Kate Õs moth er t old her daughte r  to  end th e relati onship. The Daily Telegraph 
newspaper even reporte d th at Kate Õs moth erÕs u se of English wa s not sophisti cate d enough for royalty . I n 
parti cular, she said " to ilet"  rath er th an " la vat o r y ", and "pleased to  meet you" inste ad of "how do you do?"  
Kate  has refused to  comment and has t u r n ed  down  $1 0 m illion to  te ll her sto ry. 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - d 2 - c 3 - a 4 -a 5 - b 6 -b 7 - d 8 -a 9 -b 10 - d 11 -c 12 - d 
 


