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THE ARTI CLE 

W or ld  Ban k  boss so r r y  f o r  pay ou t  t o  g i r l f r ien d  

World Bank president Paul Wolfowitz is st ill in deep t rouble following 

his Òm istakeÓ in giv ing a huge pay rise to a close fem ale fr iend. 

There are m any calls for his resignat ion following allegat ions of 

favourit ism  and corrupt ion. Although he has apologised for m aking 

the "m istake", his head m ay st ill roll. The form er deputy US defence 

secretary refused to speculate on rumours that  he m ight  have to 

resign. The World Bank's board of governors m et to discuss the 

scandal and Wolfowitz said he would accept  Òany rem edies they 

proposeÓ. The sorry issue arose after BritainÕs Financial Times 

newspaper published a report  stat ing Wolfowitz personally ordered 

prom ot ions and hefty pay rises for his partner, Shaha Riza, who 

ended up with a $200,000 salary -  m ore than Condoleezza Rice, the 

US secretary of state. 

Ms Riza was on the World BankÕs payroll when Wolfowitz becam e 

head in 2005. In line with the bankÕs regulat ions, she was 

t ransferred to the US State Departm ent to avoid a conflict  of 

interest  for Wolfowitz. However, in the period before her t ransfer 

took effect , Wolfowitz ordered and rubber-stam ped the 

docum entat ion necessary to elevate his fr iend into a top World Bank 

earner. I n his apology, he said:  " I  take full responsibility ."  He 

acknowledged that  the situat ion surrounding Riza "had the potent ial 

to harm Ó the World Bank. He also stressed that  he had init ially 

wanted nothing to do with her em ploym ent  term s. He said his 

rom ant ic involvem ent with Ms Riza resulted in a "painful personal 

dilem m aÓ when he was new to the job. Nevertheless, it  seem s 

som ewhat r idiculous that  such an experienced and intelligent  m an 

could m ake such a serious blunder. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . MO NEY:  Do you like m oney? Why? Walk around the class and ask your  
classm ates if  and why they like ( or  donÕt  like)  m oney. Change part ners oft en. Sit  
down w it h your or iginal par tner( s)  and share what  you found out . 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

banks / being in trouble / mistakes / favoritism / rumours / scandals / pay rises 
/ apologies / conflicts of interest / rubber stamps / responsibility / romance 

Have a chat  about  the t opics you liked.  For  m ore conversat ion,  change topics and 
part ners frequent ly. 

3 . MONEY:  With your par tner(s) , talk  about  t hese m oney idiom s.  Are they 
t rue? 

¥ m oney is t he root  of all ev il 
¥ t im e is m oney 
¥ m oney m akes the world go round 
¥ if  you look aft er the pennies,  t he pounds w ill look aft er  them selves 
¥ m oney doesnÕt  grow on t rees 
¥ som e people have m oney to burn;  t hey are rolling in m oney 
¥ everything cost s an arm  and a leg t hese days 

4 . PRESDI ENTI AL  BLUN DERS:  With your partner( s) , talk about  these 
president ial b lunders. Should the president  of t he World Bank do t hese? Rank them  
using th is scale:  10 =  the presidentÕs head should roll for  t his;  1 =  no problem . 

¥ giving his /  her  lover a huge pay r ise 
¥ staying in the best  hotels on business t r ips 
¥ t ravelling by helicopter 
¥ awarding him self /  herself a huge bonus 
¥ put t ing false inform at ion on his /  her  resum e /  CV 
¥ working fewer hours than his /  her cont ract  requires 
¥ giving m oney to h is /  her favour it e count r ies 
¥ never list ening to t he advice of President  George W. Bush 

5 . QUI CK DEBAT E:  Have th is quick debate with your par tner(s) .  Students A 
think banks are good and necessary;  students B th ink banks are greedy and 
inefficient .  Change part ners and topics every two m inutes. 

6 . BANK:  Spend one m inute writ ing down all of the different  words you  
associate wit h banks. Share your words w ith your partner( s)  and talk  about  t hem .  
Together,  put  the words into d ifferent  categories. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. The president  of  t he World Bank gave his gir lf r iend a huge pay r ise. T /  F 

b. Despite his blunder , he is st ill safe in his posit ion as president . T /  F 

c. The Wall St reet  Journal broke t he news in a scoop st ory. T /  F 

d. The gir lf r iendÕs new salary was higher  t han George W. BushÕs. T /  F 

e. The gir lf r iend was m oved aft er her lover started at  t he Wor ld Bank. T /  F 

f.  The president  did not  order or sign any  papers for t he pay r ise.  T /  F 

g. He said his rom ant ic involvem ent  m ade decisions dif ficult . T /  F 

h. I tÕs t he k ind of m istake any norm al, intelligent  m an would m ake. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. allegat ions guess 

b. speculate large 

c. rem edies author ized 

d. sorry accusat ions 

e. heft y follow ing 

f. in line w ith t ight  spot  

g. rubber-stam ped regret table 

h. acknow ledged m istake 

i.  dilem m a solut ions 

j .  blunder accepted 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

a. Wolfowitz is st ill in  deep  dilem m a 

b. m any calls  ser ious blunder 

c. his head  t rouble following his Òm istakeÓ 

d. refused to speculate  of int erest  

e. prom ot ions and heft y  for his resignat ion 

f.  I n line  the docum entat ion 

g. avoid a conflict   on rum ours  

h. Wolfowitz ordered and rubber- stam ped  pay rises 

i.  resulted in a painful personal  m ay st ill roll 

j .  m ake such a  with t he bankÕs regulat ions 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

W or ld  Ban k  b oss so r r y  f o r  p ay ou t  t o  g i r l f r ien d  

World Bank  president  Paul Wolfow itz is st ill in ________ 

t rouble following his Òm istakeÓ in giv ing a huge pay r ise to a 

close fem ale fr iend. There are m any ________ for his 

resignat ion follow ing allegat ions of favour it ism  and 

________. Alt hough he has apologised for  m ak ing t he 

"m ist ake" , his head m ay st ill ________. The form er deputy  

US defence secret ary  refused t o speculate on rum ours t hat  

he m ight  have t o resign. The World Bank's board of  

governors m et  t o discuss t he scandal and Wolfow itz said he 

would accept  Òany ________ t hey proposeÓ. The ________ 

issue arose after BritainÕs Financial Times newspaper  

published a report  st at ing Wolfow itz personally ordered 

prom ot ions and ________ pay r ises for  his part ner , Shaha 

Riza, who ________ up w it h a $200,000 salary -  m ore t han 

Condoleezza Rice, t he US secretary of st ate. 
 

  

roll 

hefty 

deep 

sorry 

corruption 

ended 

calls 

remedies 

 

Ms Riza was on t he World BankÕs ________ when Wolfow itz 

becam e head in 2005. I n ________ wit h t he bankÕs 

regulat ions,  she was t ransferred to the US Stat e 

Depart m ent  t o avoid a conflict  of ________ for Wolfow itz.  

However , in t he per iod before her t ransfer t ook effect ,  

Wolfow itz ordered and rubber- st am ped t he docum entat ion 

necessary  t o ________ his f r iend int o a top Wor ld Bank  

earner . I n his apology, he said:  " I  take full responsibilit y ."  

He acknowledged t hat  t he sit uat ion surrounding Riza "had 

the ________ t o harm Ó t he World Bank . He also st ressed 

that  he had init ially  wanted not hing t o do w it h her  

em ploym ent  term s. He said his ________ involvem ent  w it h 

Ms Riza resulted in a "painful personal ________Ó when he 

was new t o t he j ob. Nevert heless, it  seem s som ewhat  

r idiculous t hat  such an experienced and intelligent  m an 

could m ake such a serious ________. 

  

romantic 

elevate 

line 

blunder 

dilemma 

payroll 

interest 

potential 
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

W or ld  Ban k  b oss so r r y  f o r  p ay ou t  t o  g i r l f r ien d  

World Bank president  Paul Wolfow itz is ____________________ following 

his Òm ist akeÓ in giv ing a huge pay r ise to a close fem ale fr iend. There 

____________________ resignat ion follow ing allegat ions of favour it ism  and 

corrupt ion. Alt hough he has apologised for m aking the "m ist ake" ,  

____________________. The form er  deputy  US defence secret ary  refused 

to speculat e on rum ours t hat  he m ight  have to resign. The Wor ld Bank's 

board of governors m et  t o discuss t he scandal and Wolfow itz said he would 

accept  Ò____________________Ó. The sorry issue arose af ter  Brit ainÕs 

Financial Times newspaper published a report  st at ing Wolfow itz personally  

ordered prom ot ions ____________________ his part ner , Shaha Riza, who 

ended up wit h a $200,000 salary -  m ore than Condoleezza Rice, t he US 

secretary of st ate. 

Ms Riza was on t he Wor ld BankÕs payroll when Wolfow itz becam e head in 

2005. ____________________ regulat ions, she was t ransfer red to t he US 

State Depart m ent  ____________________ int erest  for Wolfow itz. However,  

in t he per iod before her t ransfer t ook effect , Wolfowit z ordered and rubber-

stam ped t he docum entat ion necessary ____________________ Wor ld Bank  

earner . I n his apology, he said:  " I  take full responsibilit y ."  He acknowledged 

that  t he sit uat ion surrounding Riza "had t he potent ial to harm Ó t he Wor ld 

Bank . He also st ressed t hat  he ____________________ do w it h her  

em ploym ent  term s. He said his rom ant ic involvem ent  w it h Ms Riza result ed 

in a "____________________Ó when he was new t o t he j ob.  Nevert heless, it  

seem s som ewhat  r idiculous t hat  such an experienced and intelligent  m an 

could m ake such a serious blunder. 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôw or ld Õ and Ôb an k Õ. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . STUDENT ÒBAN KÓ SURVEY:  I n pairs /  groups, write down 
quest ions about  banks, bank CEOs and bank charges. 

¥ Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their 
answers. 

¥ Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your 
f indings. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ deep 
¥ favourit ism  
¥ roll 
¥ rem edies 
¥ sorry 
¥ hefty 

¥ 2005 
¥ conflict  
¥ elevate 
¥ potent ial 
¥ involvem ent  
¥ r idiculous 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 
b)  Which adject ives describe your feelings about  this story? 
c)  Do you think what Paul Wolfowitz was so bad? 
d)  Do you think this happens a lot  in lots of organizat ions? 
e)  I f you were boss of a corporat ion, would you take part  in 

favourit ism ? 
f)  Have you ever been on the receiv ing end of favourit ism ? 
g)  Do you think Paul WolfowitzÕs head should roll? 
h)  How would you feel if you were a worker at  the World Bank and 

the bossÕ gir lfr iend (or boyfriend)  suddenly got  a hefty pay rise? 
i)  How do you think Condoleezza Rice feels about  a World Bank 

worker earning m ore than she does? 
j )  Do you think this is a case of Òpower corrupts and absolute 

power corrupts absolutelyÓ? 

! --------------------------------------------------------------------- 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 
b)  What  do you know about  the funct ion of the World Bank 
c)  Would you like to work for the World Bank? 
d)  Do you think Shaha Riza should also be punished? 
e)  What  do you think of bankers and CEOs earning m illions of 

dollars in salaries while m illions of people in the world starve? 
f)  What  harm  m ight  this scandal do to the World Bank? 
g)  Do you sym pathize with Wolfowitz about  having a Òpainful 

personal dilemm aÓ over his gir lfr iendÕs hefty pay rise? 
h)  Have you ever had a painful personal dilem m a to deal with? 
i)  I s it  only m en who m ake such ridiculous blunders as this? 
j )  Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  
what  you talked about . 

a)  What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b)  Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c)  Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d)  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e)  Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 
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SPEAKI NG 

PERSONAL  DI LEMMA :  

Im agine you are the president  of the World Bank. One of your best  fr iends is George 
W. Bush.  You worked closely  with Bush in help ing him  with his plans.  You have other  
fr iends in im portant  places. 

You have to appoint  one of these people to be your advisor  Ð a very t ough j ob. The 
salary is $200,000 a year.  Rank the candidates from  1 to 4 and t hen share your 
answers w ith your  classm ates. 

The candidates Reasons they should /  
should not  get  the job 

Your lover 

15 years experience in t he World Bank as a 
secretary . 

I f you do not  give t he posit ion to your lover , 
( s)he w ill leave you.  

 

Your nephew 

Works as a diplom at  for t he UN. 

I f you do not  give t his posit ion t o your nephew, 
your  fam ily will disown you. 

 

Your fut ure r ival 

Works as adv isor t o a m ajor bank. I s a banking 
genius. 

I f you do not  give t his posit ion t o your fut ure 
r ival, m illions of poor people w ill st arve. 

 

Your best  fr iend 

Very intelligent . Has seven children and no j ob. 

I f you do not  give t his posit ion t o your best  
fr iend, his children w ill not  be able t o go t o 
school and get  an educat ion. 

 

After you finish, m ake your own dilem m as. I n pairs, create four  m ore 
candidates and give t hem  t o ot her st udent s to rank . Vot e on which pair /  
group of st udent s cam e up w it h t he m ost  diff icult  dilem m as. 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

W o r ld  Ban k  boss so r r y  f o r  pay ou t  t o  g i r l f r ien d  

World Bank  president  Paul Wolfow itz is st ill (1)  ____ deep t rouble following 
his Òm istakeÓ in giv ing a huge pay r ise t o a close fem ale fr iend. There are 
m any (2)  ____ for his resignat ion following allegat ions of favourit ism  and 
corrupt ion.  Alt hough he has apologised for  m aking t he "m ist ake" ,  his head 
m ay st ill (3)  ____. The form er deputy US defence secretary refused t o 
speculate on rum ours t hat  he m ight  have t o resign. The Wor ld Bank's board 
of governors m et  to discuss the scandal and Wolfow itz said he would accept  
Òany (4)  ____ t hey proposeÓ. The (5)  ____ issue arose aft er Br itainÕs 
Financial Times newspaper published a report  st at ing Wolfow itz personally  
ordered prom ot ions and hefty  pay r ises for  his part ner , Shaha Riza, who  
(6)  ____ up with a $200,000 salary  -  m ore t han Condoleezza Rice, t he US 
secretary of st ate. 

Ms Riza was on t he Wor ld BankÕs payroll when Wolfow itz becam e head in 
2005. I n (7)  ____ w it h t he bankÕs regulat ions, she was t ransfer red t o t he US 
State Depart m ent  t o (8)  ____ a conf lict  of interest  for Wolfowitz. However , in 
the per iod before her t ransfer t ook effect , Wolfow itz ordered and rubber-
stam ped t he docum entat ion necessary t o elevate his f r iend int o a t op Wor ld  
Bank (9)  ____. I n his apology, he said:  " I  take full responsibilit y ."  He 
acknowledged that  t he sit uat ion surrounding Riza "had t he potent ial t o harm Ó 
the Wor ld Bank. He also st ressed t hat  he had (10)  ____ wanted not hing t o 
do w it h her  em ploym ent  term s. He said his rom ant ic involvem ent  wit h Ms 
Riza resulted in a "painful personal ( 11)  ____Ó when he was new t o t he j ob.  
Nevert heless,  it  seem s (12)  ____ r idiculous t hat  such an exper ienced and 
intelligent  m an could m ake such a serious blunder . 

1. (a)  in (b)  on ( c)  an (d)  with 

2. (a)  cat calls (b)  calls ( c)  callings (d)  callers 

3. (a)  roll ( b)  st roll ( c)  droll ( d)  poll 

4. (a)  rem em bers (b)  rem ediate  ( c)  rem edies (d)  rem edial 

5. (a)  regret  (b)  sorry ( c)  apology (d)  sorrow 

6. (a)  end result  (b)  end ( c)  ending (d)  ended 

7. (a)  last  (b)  list  ( c)  lane (d)  line 

8. (a)  deflect  (b)  avoid ( c)  m iss (d)  deflect  

9. (a)  earner (b)  payroll ( c)  earnings (d)  payee 

10. (a)  init ial (b)  init ials ( c)  init ially (d)  init ialed  

11. (a)  diligent  (b)  dilem m a (c)  dilut ion (d)  dilly-dally 

12. (a)  som eplace (b)  som ersault  ( c)  som eone (d)  som ewhat  
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about  
the World Bank and it s funct ions. Talk about  what  you discover with 
your partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3 . BANK POSTER:  Make a poster about  different  t ypes of banks. 
How are they different  in what  they do? Show your poster to your  
class in the next  lesson. Vote on the best  one(s) . 

4 . MAG AZI NE AR TI CLE:  Write a m agazine art icle about Paul 
WolfowitzÕs blunder. I n part icular, write about  what  kind of person 
should be doing this im portant  job. Read what  you wrote to your 
classm ates in the next  lesson. Which art icle was best  and why? 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to Paul Wolfowitz. Ask him/ her three 
quest ions about  why he thought he could get  away with giv ing his 
gir lfr iend a hefty pay rise. Read your let ter to your partner(s)  in your 
next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. T b. F c. F d. F e. T f. T g. T h.  F 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

a. allegat ions accusat ions 

b. speculate guess  

c. reme dies solut ions  

d. sorry regret table  

e. heft y large  

f. in line with following  

g. rubber-st amp ed aut hor ized  

h. acknowledged accepted 

i. dilemm a t ight  spot   

j . blunder mi st ake  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. Wolfowit z is st ill in deep  t rouble following his ÒmistakeÓ 

b. ma ny calls  for  his resignat ion 

c. his head  ma y st il l roll  

d. refused to speculate  on rum ours 

e. promo t ions and heft y  pay r ises  

f. I n line  with the bankÕs regulat ions 

g. avoid a conflict   of interest   

h. Wolfowit z ordered and rubber-stamp ed  the docume ntat ion  

i. resulted in a painful personal  dilemm a  

j . ma ke such a  ser ious blunder 

GAP FI LL:  

W or ld  Ban k  b o ss so r r y  f o r  p ay ou t  t o  g i r l f r i en d  
World Bank president Paul Wolfowi t z is sti ll in d eep  tr ouble followi ng his Òmista keÓ in giv ing a huge pay 
r ise to  a close female fr iend. There are many ca l ls  for h is resignati on followi ng allegati ons of favouriti sm  
and co r r u p t io n . Alth ough he has apologised for making th e "m ista ke", his head may sti ll r o l l . The former  
deputy  US defence secreta ry refused to  speculate  on rumours th at he m ight have to  resign. The World 
Bank's board of governors met to  discuss th e scandal and Wolfowi tz  said he wo uld accept Òany r e m ed i es  
th ey proposeÓ. The so r r y  issue arose afte r Brita inÕs Financial Times newspaper published a report sta ti ng 
Wolfowi tz  personally  ordered prom oti ons and h ef t y  pay r ises for his partn er, Shaha Riza, wh o en d ed  up 
wi th  a $200,00 0 salary -  more th an Condoleezza Rice, th e US secreta ry of sta te . 
Ms Riza wa s on th e World BankÕs p ay r o l l  wh en Wolfowi tz  became head in 2005. I n l in e wi th  th e bankÕs 
regulati ons, she wa s t ransferred to  th e US Sta te  Departm ent to  avoid a conflict of in t e r est  for Wolfow itz .  
Howe ver, in th e period before her tr ansfer to ok effect, Wolfowi tz  ordered and rubber-sta mped th e 
documenta ti on necessary to  e l eva t e his fr iend into  a to p World Bank earner. I n his apology, he said:  " I  
ta ke full responsibility ."  He acknowl edged th at th e situ ati on surrounding Riza "had th e p o t en t ia l  to  harm Ó 
th e World Bank. He also str essed th at he had initi ally  wa nte d noth ing to  do wi th  her employment te rms.  
He said his r o m an t ic involvement wi th  Ms Riza resulte d in a "painful personal d i lem m aÓ wh en he wa s 
new to  th e job. Neverth eless, it seems somewh at r idiculous th at such an experienced and inte lligent man 
could make such a serious b lu n d e r . 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 
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