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THE ARTICLE 

Hopes fading for future of Indian tigers 

The survival of the t iger in India is doom ed, according to I ndian 

conservat ionists, who say hope is fading fast  for the big cat . They 

say an increase in poaching and a non-caring governm ent are the 

final nails in the coffin for what is I ndiaÕs nat ional sym bol. This is in 

cont rast  to a successful conservat ion init iat ive started in 1973 called 

Project  Tiger. This schem e had the full backing of then Prime 

Minister I ndira Ghandi and m anaged to double the num ber of t igers 

in the wild. However, in recent  years, enthusiasm  for the project  has 

dropped as governm ent m inisters have focused m ore on the 

econom y. The result  is a rather sham eful situat ion in which all of the 

t igers in I ndiaÕs prem ier wildlife reserve, Sariska in Rajasthan, had 

been killed by 2005. There are now only 1,200 of the m ajest ic 

beasts on the whole subcont inent . 

Valm ik Thapar, a well- known t iger conservat ionist  said in a BBC 

docum entary that :  "We are liv ing with the last  t igers of I ndia.Ó He 

said the Indian governm ent  was wholly responsible for the anim alÕs 

survival, saying:  " I f the governm ent  wants to save t igers it  can, if it  

doesn't  want  to save t igers, it ' ll allow them  to go ext inct .Ó He added:  

"Never before in the history of this count ry has wildlife and forest  

governance been at  such a low ebbÉ . I t  is inevitable that  our t igers, 

leopards, lions and other wildlife will vanish."  The BBC says two 

factors are behind the current  poaching of I ndiaÕs t igers. One is the 

m arket  for t iger bones, used in t radit ional Chinese m edicine;  the 

other is the dem and for t iger skins, used in cerem onial dress in 

Tibet . The t rade in t iger products is extrem ely lucrat ive. A t iger skin 

fetches up to $20,000, while the bones fetch around $3,000 per kilo. 
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WARM-UPS 

1. I’M A TIGER: You are a t iger. Walk around t he classroom  and talk to the 
other  Òt igersÓ in your class.  WhatÕs t iger  life like? After  you f in ish,  sit  wit h your  
part ner( s)  and share and talk  about  what  you heard. 

2. CHAT: I n pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

hopes /  doom  /  conservat ion /  poaching /  big cats /  the wild /  enthusiasm  /  BBC 
/  I ndia /  survival /  ext inct ion /  w ild life /  bones /  Chinese m edicine /  t iger skin 

Have a chat  about  the t opics you liked.  For  m ore conversat ion,  change topics and 
part ners frequent ly. 

3. ANIMAL PRODUCTS: With your part ner( s) ,  talk  about  these anim al 
product s. Rank them  using t his scale:  10 =  the t rade should be banned forever;  1 =  
IÕd like to start  selling th is/ these. 

¥ t iger  bones 
¥ ivory 
¥ whale m eat  
¥ alligator skin 

¥ frogsÕ legs 
¥ stuffed eagles 
¥ seal fur 
¥ beef 

4. DOOMED: With your part ner( s) , talk about  these headlines. Make a story  
about  each headline.  Swap part ners and exchange stories.  How possible is it  they 
will com e t rue?  

¥ Wor ldÕs last  elephant  d ies 
¥ Scient ists bring back sm all dinosaurs 
¥ Tigers now as com m on as pigeons 
¥ Whale overpopulat ion in the oceans Ð hunters allowed to k ill m illions 
¥ Hum an race in cr isis -  Tenth anniversary since t he last  hum an bir th 
¥ Anim als f ight  back 

5. QUICK DEBATE: Have th is quick debate with your par tner(s) .  Students A 
think t hereÕs lit t le point  in sav ing t igers as t hey are doom ed;  st udent s B th ink it  is 
possible to save t he t igers and t heir  habitat .  Change par tners and topics every two 
m inutes. 

6. TIGER: Spend one m inute writ ing down all of t he different  words you 
associate w ith t igers.  Share your words w it h your  part ner( s)  and talk about  them . 
Together,  put  the words into d ifferent  categories. 
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BEFORE READING / LISTENING 

1. TRUE / FALSE: Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. People are worr ied about  t he fut ure of t en t igers lost  in t he j ungle. T /  F 

b. Many I ndian t igers are being bur ied in hum an coffins in I ndia. T /  F 

c. I ndiaÕs ex Pr im e Minist er I ndira Ghandi cham pioned t he t iger . T /  F 

d. There are only  twelve hundred t igers left  in I ndia. T /  F 

e. An I ndian conservat ionist  recom m ended liv ing w it h t igers as pet s. T /  F 

f.  The conservat ionist  accused I ndia of not  car ing about  t igers.  T /  F 

g. The BBC says a dem and for t iger bones is endanger ing t he t iger . T /  F 

h. Tiger bones fet ch up t o $3,000 a k ilo and are very lucrat ive. T /  F 

2. SYNONYM MATCH: Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. doom ed m agnificent  

b. poaching support  

c. init iat ive profitable 

d. back ing st rategy 

e. m aj est ic disappear 

f.  wholly unavoidable 

g. vanish ill- fat ed 

h. inev itable sell for 

i.  lucrat ive ent irely 

j .  fet ch illegal hunt ing 

3. PHRASE MATCH: Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

a. hope is fading  conservat ion in it iat ive 

b. the final nails  dress in Tibet  

c. This is in cont rast  to a successful  whole subcont inent  

d. the fu ll back ing of  the current  poaching 

e. 1,200 of the m aj est ic beast s on t he  fet ches up t o $20,000 

f. the I ndian governm ent  was wholly   fast  for  t he big cat  

g. such a low   then Prim e Minist er  I ndira Ghandi 

h. two factors are behind  responsible 

i.  used in cerem onial  ebb 

j .  A t iger skin  in the coffin 
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WHILE READING / LISTENING 

GAP FILL: Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Hopes fading for future of Indian tigers 

The ________ of  t he t iger in I ndia is doom ed, according t o 

I ndian conservat ionist s, who say hope is fading fast  for t he 

big cat . They say an increase in poaching and a non-caring 

governm ent  are the final ________ in t he coffin for what  is 

I ndiaÕs nat ional ________. This is in cont rast  t o a successful 

conservat ion init iat ive st ar ted in 1973 called Project  Tiger.  

This schem e had t he full ________ of t hen Pr im e Minist er  

I ndira Ghandi and m anaged t o double t he num ber of t igers 

in the w ild. However , in recent  years, ________ for t he 

project  has dropped as governm ent  m inist ers have focused 

m ore on t he econom y. The result  is a rat her  ________ 

sit uat ion in which all of t he t igers in I ndiaÕs prem ier wildlife 

reserve, Sar iska in Rajast han, had been killed by 2005. 

There are now only 1 ,200 of t he ________ beast s on t he 

whole ________. 
 

  

backing 

nails 

subcont inent  

sham eful 

survival 

ent husiasm  

m ajest ic 

sym bol 

 

Valm ik Thapar ,  a well-known t iger conservat ionist  said in a 

BBC docum ent ary t hat :  "We are liv ing w it h t he ________ 

t igers of I ndia.Ó He said t he I ndian governm ent  was 

________ responsible for  t he anim alÕs survival, say ing:  " I f  

the governm ent  want s t o save t igers it  can, if  it  doesn't  

want  t o save t igers, it ' ll allow t hem  t o go ________.Ó He 

added:  "Never before in t he hist ory of t his count ry has 

wildlife and forest  ________ been at  such a low ebbÉ . I t  is 

inev itable t hat  our t igers, leopards, lions and ot her  w ildlife 

will ________."  The BBC says two fact ors are behind t he 

current  poaching of I ndiaÕs t igers. One is the m arket  for  

t iger bones, used in t radit ional Chinese m edicine;  t he ot her  

is t he dem and for t iger sk ins, used in cerem onial ________ 

in Tibet .  The t rade in t iger product s is ex t rem ely ________. 

A t iger sk in fetches up t o $20,000, while t he bones 

________ around $3,000 per k ilo. 

  

wholly 

fetch 

ext inct  

last  

dress 

vanish 

lucrat ive 

governance 
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LISTENING 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Hopes fading for future of Indian tigers 

The _______________________ in I ndia is doom ed, according t o I ndian 

conservat ionist s, who say hope is fading fast  for the big cat . They say an 

increase in _______________________ governm ent  are t he f inal nails in t he 

coffin for  what  is I ndiaÕs nat ional sym bol. This is in cont rast  t o a successful 

____________________________ 1973 called Project  Tiger . This schem e 

had t he full back ing of  t hen Pr im e Minister I ndira Ghandi and m anaged t o 

_______________________ t igers in t he wild. However , in recent  years,  

ent husiasm  for t he project  has dropped as governm ent  m inist ers have 

_______________________ econom y. The result  is a rat her  sham eful 

sit uat ion in which all of t he t igers in I ndiaÕs prem ier wildlife reserve, Sar iska 

in Rajast han, had been killed by  2005. _______________________ 1,200 of  

the m ajest ic beast s on t he whole subcont inent . 

Valm ik Thapar,  a well-known t iger conservat ionist  said in a BBC docum ent ary  

that :  "We are liv ing wit h _______________________.Ó He said t he I ndian 

governm ent  was wholly responsible for t he anim alÕs survival, saying:  " I f t he 

governm ent  want s to save t igers it  can, if it  doesn't  want  t o save t igers,  

_______________________  ext inct .Ó He added:  "Never before in t he 

history of  t his count ry  has w ildlife and _______________________ such a 

low ebbÉ . I t  is inev itable t hat  our  t igers, leopards, lions and ot her wildlife will  

vanish."  The BBC says t wo fact ors are _______________________ I ndiaÕs 

t igers. One is t he m arket  for t iger  bones, used in t radit ional Chinese 

m edicine;  t he ot her is t he dem and for  t iger skins,  

_______________________ Tibet . The t rade in t iger product s is ext rem ely  

lucrat ive.  A t iger _______________________ $20,000, while t he bones 

fetch around $3,000 per k ilo. 
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AFTER READING / LISTENING 

1. WORD SEARCH: Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
‘tiger’ and ‘skin’. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2. ARTICLE QUESTIONS: Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3. GAP FILL: I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4. VOCABULARY: Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5. STUDENT “TIGERS” SURVEY: I n pairs /  groups, write down 
quest ions about  saving t igers and other anim als from  ext inct ion. 

¥ Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their 
answers. 

¥ Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your 
f indings. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6. TEST EACH OTHER: Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ according 
¥ final 
¥ 1973 
¥ double 
¥ dropped 
¥ m ajest ic 

¥ liv ing 
¥ ext inct  
¥ ebb 
¥ factors 
¥ t radit ional 
¥ fetches 



Hopes fading for fut ure of I ndian t igers Ð 11th April,  2007 

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com 
8 

DISCUSSION 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 
b)  Do you like t igers? 
c)  How interested are you in anim al conservat ion? 
d)  Do you think there is m uch hope for I ndiaÕs t igers? 
e)  I f the t iger disappears, what will this say about  m ankind? 
f)  Why do you think I ndiaÕs governm ent  is not  concerned about  it s 

nat ional sym bol? 
g)  Are there any anim als that  are endangered in your count ry? 
h)  What  do you think of the fact  there are only 1,200 t igers in the 

whole of I ndia? 
i)  What  do you think is needed for I ndian polit icians to once again 

care about  the t iger? 
j )  Whose responsibility  do you think it  is to save the t iger? 

! --------------------------------------------------------------------- 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 
b)  What  im ages spring to m ind when you think of t igers? 
c)  Do you think itÕs possible for all big cats to becom e ext inct? 
d)  Do you think itÕs possible to breed enough t igers and int roduce 

them in the wild? 
e)  What  do you think of poaching? 
f)  What  punishm ent  should be given to people who t rade in 

products from  endangered species? 
g)  I f you saw t iger products for sale, what would you do? 
h)  I f you could m ake $20,000 from  the sale of a t iger skin, would 

you sell it? 
i)  How can the world stop the t rade in t iger products? 
j )  Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DISCUSSION: Join another partner /  group and tell them  
what  you talked about . 

a)  What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b)  Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c)  Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d)  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e)  Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 
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SPEAKING 

TIGER MOVIE SCRIPT:  

With your partner( s) , p lan the scr ipt / story for  how the last  t igers on ear th were 
savedÉ . . (or  not ) .  Use the table t o help you:  

Your ideas Notes 

Movie t it le  

Locat ion  

Actors  

Opening scene  

Biggest  act ion scene  

Turning point   

Message  

The End  

After you finish, com pare stor ies w it h ot her groups. Suggest  im provem ent s. 
Vote on t he best  st ory . 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT WORD: Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

Hopes fading for future of Indian tigers 

The survival of t he t iger in I ndia is doom ed, (1)  ____ to I ndian 
conservat ionist s, who say hope is fading fast  for the big cat . They say an 
increase in poaching and a non-car ing governm ent  are t he f inal (2)  ____ in 
the coff in for (3)  ____ is I ndiaÕs nat ional sym bol. This is in cont rast  to a 
successful conservat ion init iat ive started in 1973 called Project  Tiger.  This 
schem e had t he full back ing of (4)  ____ Pr im e Minist er I ndira Ghandi and 
m anaged t o double t he num ber of t igers in t he wild. However, in recent  
years, ent husiasm  for t he project  has dropped as governm ent  m inisters have 
focused m ore on t he econom y. The result  is a (5)  ____ sham eful sit uat ion in 
which all of  t he t igers in I ndiaÕs prem ier  w ildlife reserve, Sar iska in 
Rajast han, had been killed by 2005. There are now only 1 ,200 of  t he  
( )  ____ beast s on t he whole subcont inent . 

Valm ik Thapar,  a well-known t iger conservat ionist  said in a BBC docum ent ary  
that :  "We are liv ing wit h t he (7)  ____ t igers of I ndia.Ó He said t he I ndian 
governm ent  was (8)  ____ responsible for  the anim alÕs survival,  say ing:  " I f  
the governm ent  wants t o save t igers it  can, if it  doesn't  want  t o save t igers,  
it ' ll allow t hem  t o (9)  ____ ext inct .Ó He added:  "Never  before in t he hist ory  
of t his count ry  has wildlife and forest  governance been at  such a low ebbÉ . I t  
is (10)  ____ t hat  our t igers, leopards, lions and ot her w ildlife will vanish."  
The BBC says t wo fact ors are behind t he current  poaching of  I ndiaÕs t igers.  
One is t he m arket  for t iger  bones, used in t radit ional Chinese m edicine;  t he 
ot her is t he dem and for t iger sk ins, used in cerem onial dress in Tibet . The 
t rade in t iger product s is ext rem ely (11)  ____. A t iger skin (12)  ____ up t o 
$20,000, while t he bones fet ch around $3,000 per k ilo. 

1. (a)  according (b)  in accord ( c)  accordance (d)  accordion 

2. (a)  tails (b)  sails ( c)  m ails (d)  nails 

3. (a)  it  ( b)  this ( c)  that  (d)  what  

4. (a)  old (b)  last  ( c)  before (d)  then 

5. (a)  far thest  (b)  rather ( c)  prefer (d)  lather 

6. (a)  royal (b)  highness ( c)  m aj est ic (d)  m aj esty 

7. (a)  last  (b)  list  ( c)  lost  (d)  least  

8. (a)  wholly (b)  wholesom e (c)  wooly (d)  holy 

9. (a)  becam e (b)  go ( c)  com e (d)  been 

10. (a)  inedible (b)  inev itable ( c)  inefficient  (d)  inelig ible 

11. (a)  lucrat ive (b)  laxat ive ( c)  lubricant  (d)  lucky-dip 

12. (a)  fet ching (b)  fraught  ( c)  fought  (d)  fet ches 
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HOMEWORK 

1. VOCABULARY EXTENSION: Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2. INTERNET: Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about  
Bengal t igers. Talk about  what  you discover with your partner(s)  in the 
next  lesson. 

3. TIGER POSTER: Make a poster about  different  t igers around 
the world. Show your poster to your class in the next  lesson. Vote on 
the best  one(s) . 

4. MAGAZINE ARTICLE: Write a m agazine art icle about the tiger 
and how endangered it  is. I n part icular, write about  what  the world 
would be like without t igers. Read what you wrote to your classm ates 
in the next  lesson. Which art icle was best  and why? 

5. LETTER: Write a let ter to the prim e m inister of I ndia. Ask 
him / her three quest ions about why his count ry is not  act ing to save 
the t iger. Read your let ter to your partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your 
partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. 
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ANSWERS 
TRUE / FALSE: 

a. F b. F c. T d. T e. F f. T g. T h.  T 

SYNONYM MATCH: 

a. doom ed ill- fated 

b. poaching illegal hunt ing 

c. init iat ive st rategy   

d. backing support   

e. ma jest ic ma gnificent   

f. wholly ent irely  

g. vanish disappear  

h. inevitable unavoidable  

i. lucrat ive prof it able  

j . fet ch sell for   

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. hope is fading  fast  for  t he big cat  

b. the final nails  in t he coffin  

c. This is in cont rast  to a successful  conservat ion init iat ive  

d. the full back ing of  t hen Pr ime  Minister I ndira Ghandi  

e. 1,200 of t he ma j est ic beasts on the  whole subcont inent   

f. t he I ndian governm ent  was wholly  responsible  

g. such a low  ebb  

h. two factors are behind  the current  poaching  

i. used in cerem onial  dress in Tibet   

j . A t iger sk in  fetches up to $20,000  

GAP FILL: 

Hopes fading for future of Indian tigers 
The survival of th e ti ger in I ndia is doomed, according to  I ndian conservati on ists , wh o say hope is fading 
fast for th e big cat. They say an increase in poaching and a non-caring government are th e f inal nails in  
th e coff in for wh at is I ndiaÕs nati onal symbol. This is in contr ast to  a successful conservati on in iti ati ve 
sta rte d in 1973 called Project Tiger. This scheme had th e full backing of th en Prime Ministe r I ndira 
Ghandi and managed to  double th e number of ti gers in th e wi ld. Howe ver, in recent years, enthusiasm 
for th e project has dropped as government m iniste rs have focused more on th e economy. The result is a 
rath er shameful situ ati on in wh ich all of th e ti gers in I ndiaÕs prem ier wi ldlife reserve, Sariska in  
Rajasth an, had been k illed by 2005. There are now only  1,200 of th e majestic beasts  on th e wh ole 
subcontinent.  
Valm ik Thapar, a we ll-known  ti ger conservati onist said in a BBC documenta ry th at:  "We are liv ing wi th  th e 
last ti gers of I ndia.Ó He said th e I ndian government wa s wholly responsible for th e animalÕs surv ival, 
saying:  " I f th e government  wa nts  to  save ti gers it  can, if  it doesn't wa nt t o save ti gers, it' ll  allow th em t o 
go extinct.Ó He added:  "Never before in th e histo ry of th is countr y has wi ldlife and forest governance 
been at such a low ebbÉ. I t is inevita ble th at our ti gers, leopards, lions and oth er wi ldlife wi ll vanish."  
The BBC says two  facto rs are behind th e current poaching of I ndiaÕs ti gers. One is th e market for ti ger  
bones, used in tr adit ional Chinese medicine;  th e oth er is t he demand for ti ger sk ins, used in ceremonial 
dress in Tibet. The tr ade in ti ger product s is extr emely lucrative. A ti ger sk in fetches up to  $20,000 ,  
wh ile th e bones fetch around $3,0 00  per k ilo. 

LANGUAGE WORK 

1 - a 2 - d 3 - d 4 -c 5 - b 6 -c 7 - a 8 -a 9 -b 10 - b 11 -a 12 - d 
 


