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THE ARTICLE 

Iran’s gift to British people – Sailors home 

The fifteen Brit ish sailors and m arines who were held capt ive for 

nearly two weeks in I ran have arrived back in the UK. They left  I ran 

early Thursday aboard a com mercial f light  bound for London. Their 

departure ends a standoff between I ran and Britain which had the 

potent ial to escalate into a serious diplom at ic crisis. The release of 

the sailors com es a day after I ranÕs president Mahm oud 

Ahm adinejad personally intervened. He said his gesture was a 

Òpresent  to the Brit ish peopleÓ. I n a televised event in Tehran, I ranÕs 

leader personally m et and shook hands with each of the hostages. 

His government even arranged for them to be fit ted with tailor m ade 

suits. A spokesperson for BritainÕs Foreign Office said the m ove was 

a huge surprise. 

I n London, Brit ish Prim e Minister Tony Blair expressed "profound 

relief" over the peaceful end to the 13-day crisis. He said in a 

m essage to the I ranian people:  "We bear you no ill will."  He also 

said Britain had a deep respect  for I ran and it s long and proud 

history. The two count ries m ust  now think about  how m utual 

relat ions will progress. They are already at  loggerheads over I ranÕs 

nuclear program m e and BritainÕs role in I raq. There are fears of a 

repeat  of this crisis, especially as the boundaries between I ranian 

and I raqi terr itorial waters are so unclear. Nevertheless, the release 

is seen as a victory for diplom acy. The U.S. caut iously welcom ed 

I ran's m ove, although The White House said " it  was unfortunate that  

[ the hostages]  were ever taken in the first  place."  
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WARM-UPS 

1. HOSTAGE: You have just  been released aft er  being held by another count ry 
for 13 days. Talk  to t he other ÒhostagesÓ in your class about  your  t im e spent  in 
capt iv it y. 

2. CHAT: I n pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

sailors /  being help capt ive /  I ran /  d iplom at ic crises /  gestures /  shaking hands 
/  relief /  bear ing ill w ill /  respect  /  pr ide /  m utual relat ions /  nuclear  program m es 

Have a chat  about  the t opics you liked.  For  m ore conversat ion,  change topics and 
part ners frequent ly. 

3. DIPLOMATS: You are the boss of your  count ryÕs diplom at ic serv ices.  You 
need m any new dip lom ats t o work overseas.  Which of t hese people would be good 
and why? Rank them  Ð 10 =  would be excellent  d iplom ats;  0 =  these people should 
stay at  hom e. 

¥ polit ician 
¥ football p layer 
¥ chat  show host  
¥ history professor   

¥ journalist  
¥ English teacher 
¥ police officer 
¥ psychiat rist  

4. CRISES: Brainstorm  a list  of count ries in which there are conflict s or crises.  
With your partner( s) , talk about  how to resolve them . 

5. IRAN: Walk around t he classroom  and find out  as m uch inform at ion as you 
can about  I ran.  Talk  to m any other  student s.  Aft er you have fin ished,  sit  down w it h 
your par tner(s)  and share your inform at ion. What  was new and interest ing for  you? 

6. QUICK DEBATE: Have th is quick debate with your par tner(s) .  Students A 
think I ran was r ight ;  st udent s B think Britain was r ight .  Change part ners and t opics 
every two m inutes. 

7. DPLOMACY: Spend one m inute writ ing down all of the different  words you 
associate wit h d iplom acy.  Share your words with your part ner( s)  and talk about  
them . Together,  put  the words into different  categories. 
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BEFORE READING / LISTENING 

1. TRUE / FALSE: Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Fifteen Brit ish sailors sailed int o London aft er being held capt ive. T /  F 

b. Their being held capt ive nearly led t o a serious diplom at ic cr isis. T /  F 

c. I ranÕs president  took t he hostages shopping to buy new suit s. T /  F 

d. Br itainÕs Foreign Office expected t he ear ly release of t he host ages. T /  F 

e. Tony Blair said he was profoundly relieved over t he release. T /  F 

f.  Tony Blair said Brit ain bore t he I ranian people no bad feelings.  T /  F 

g. The m ar it im e borders between I ran and I raq are very unclear . T /  F 

h. Washingt on welcom ed t he hostage release wit h open arm s. T /  F 

2. SYNONYM MATCH: Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. capt ive im passe 

b. bound m ade t o m easure 

c. standoff Regardless 

d. int ervened prudent ly 

e. tailor  m ade anim osit y 

f.  profound headed 

g. ill w ill heart felt  

h. at  loggerheads with hostage 

i.  Nevertheless lock ing horns 

j .  caut iously st epped in 

3. PHRASE MATCH: Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

a. held  into a ser ious diplom at ic crisis 

b. a com m ercial f light   I ranian and I raqi t err itor ial waters 

c. the potent ial t o escalate  tailor  m ade suit s 

d. fit t ed w it h  ill w ill 

e. the m ove was  loggerheads 

f. Tony Blair expressed  capt ive for  nearly  two weeks 

g. We bear you no  welcom ed I ran's m ove 

h. They are already at   bound for  London 

i.  the boundaries between "profound relief"  

j .  The U.S. caut iously  a huge surpr ise 
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WHILE READING / LISTENING 

GAP FILL: Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Iran’s gift to British people – Sailors home 

The fifteen Br it ish sailors and m ar ines who were ________ 

capt ive for nearly  two weeks in I ran have ar r ived back in 

the UK. They left  I ran ear ly Thursday ________ a 

com m ercial f light  bound for London. Their depar t ure ends a 

________ bet ween I ran and Brit ain which had t he potent ial 

to ________ int o a ser ious diplom at ic cr isis. The release of  

the sailors com es a day after I ranÕs president  Mahm oud 

Ahm adinejad ________ int ervened. He said his ________ 

was a Òpresent  to t he Brit ish peopleÓ. I n a t elev ised event  in 

Tehran, I ranÕs leader personally m et  and shook hands w it h 

each of  t he host ages. His governm ent  even ar ranged for 

them  t o be ________ w it h tailor m ade suit s. A 

spokesperson for Br it ainÕs Foreign Off ice said t he m ove was 

a ________ surpr ise. 
 

  

f it ted 

aboard 

personally 

held 

huge 

escalate 

gest ure 

standoff 

 

I n London, Br it ish Pr im e Minister Tony  Blair expressed 

"profound ________ "  over  t he peaceful end t o t he 13-day  

cr isis. He said in a m essage t o t he I ranian people:  "We 

________ you no ill will."  He also said Britain had a deep 

respect  for  I ran and it s long and ________ history . The t wo 

count r ies m ust  now t hink  about  how m ut ual relat ions will 

progress. They are already  at  ________ over I ranÕs nuclear  

program m e and Brit ainÕs role in I raq. There are fears of a 

________ of  t his cr isis, especially  as the boundar ies 

between I ranian and I raqi terr it or ial waters are so 

________. Nevert heless, t he release is seen as a v ict ory for  

diplom acy . The U.S. ________ welcom ed I ran's m ove, 

alt hough The Whit e House said " it  was ________ that  [ t he 

hostages]  were ever t aken in t he f irst  place."  

  

unclear 

bear 

repeat  

unfor t unate 

proud 

relief 

caut iously 

logg erheads 
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LISTENING 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Iran’s gift to British people – Sailors home 

The fifteen Br it ish sailors and m arines _____________________ for nearly  

two weeks in I ran have arr ived back in t he UK. They left  I ran early Thursday  

_____________________ bound for  London. Their depart ure ends a st andoff  

between I ran and Brit ain which had t he potent ial _____________________ 

serious diplom at ic cr isis. The release of t he sailors com es a day after I ranÕs 

president  Mahm oud Ahm adinejad personally int ervened. ________________ 

was a Òpresent  t o t he Brit ish peopleÓ. I n a telev ised event  in Tehran, I ranÕs 

leader personally m et  and shook hands _____________________ host ages. 

His governm ent  even ar ranged for t hem  _____________________ m ade 

suits. A spokesperson for Brit ainÕs Foreign Off ice said t he m ove was a huge 

surprise. 

I n London, Br it ish Pr im e Minister Tony Blair _____________________ over  

the peaceful end t o t he 13-day cr isis. He said in a m essage to t he I ranian 

people:  "We _____________________."  He also said Brit ain had a deep 

respect  for  I ran and it s long and proud hist ory .  The two count r ies m ust  now 

think about  _____________________ progress. They are already at  

loggerheads over I ranÕs nuclear  program m e and Br it ainÕs role in I raq. There 

_____________________ t his cr isis, especially as t he boundar ies between 

I ranian and I raqi _____________________ unclear . Nevert heless, t he 

release is seen as a v ictory for diplom acy. The U.S. caut iously welcom ed 

I ran's m ove, alt hough The White House said " it  was unfort unate t hat  [ t he 

hostages]  _____________________ f irst  place."  
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AFTER READING / LISTENING 

1. WORD SEARCH: Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
‘stand’ and ‘off’. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2. ARTICLE QUESTIONS: Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3. GAP FILL: I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4. VOCABULARY: Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5. STUDENT “DIPLOMACY” SURVEY: I n pairs /  groups, write 
down quest ions about  world crises and diplom acy. 

¥ Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their 
answers. 

¥ Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your 
f indings. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6. TEST EACH OTHER: Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ capt ive 
¥ bound 
¥ escalate 
¥ gesture 
¥ event  
¥ huge 

¥ relief 
¥ ill 
¥ proud 
¥ loggerheads 
¥ unclear 
¥ place 
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DISCUSSION 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 
b)  What  do you think of the release of the sailors? 
c)  Do you believe the sailors entered I ranian waters? 
d)  Do you think relat ions between I ran and the U.K will im prove 

from  now? 
e)  What  did you think of President Ahm adinejadÕs present  to the 

Brit ish people? 
f)  Do you think the end to this standoff is a success for diplom acy? 
g)  How would you feel if you were taken hostage by another 

count ry? 
h)  Do you think the sailors are heroes? 
i)  Do you think President Ahm adinejad is a hero? 
j )  What  quest ions would you like to ask President Ahm adinejad and 

Prim e Minister Blair? 

! --------------------------------------------------------------------- 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 
b)  Do you think the I ranian people will be happy that  Tony Blair 

wishes them  no ill will? 
c)  How do you think Britain and I ran should sort  out  the difficult y in 

understanding where the m arit ime borders between I ran and 
I raq. 

d)  How different  do you think this crisis would have been if the 
sailors were Am erican and not  Brit ish. 

e)  The USA has been holding I ranian sailors capt ive for m any 
m onths. Do you think Am erica should now release them ? 

f)  What  do you think the Brit ish sailors did every day while they 
were in capt ivit y? 

g)  What  quest ions would you like to ask President Ahm adinejad? 
h)  What  do you think m ight  have happened if the sailors were put  

on t r ial and im prisoned in I ran 
i)  Who was right  and who was wrong in this standoff? 
j )  Did you like this discussion? 
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SPEAKING 

DIPLOMATS:  

There are m any conf lict s in t he wor ld t hat  need resolv ing. You and your part ner( s)  
are expert  diplom at s. Discuss your ideas for  resolv ing t hese conf lict s. Choose one 
of t hese I srael/ Palest ine,  Zim babwe, Dar fur,  Kosovo,  I raq,  Afghanist an  ( or one 
you prefer ) . 

The conf lict  _____________________ 

 Your ideas 
The background  

The people  

The problem s  

The solut ions  

Why one side 
should accept 
the solut ions 

 

Why the other 
side should 
accept  the 
solut ions 

 

The future  

After you have finished, m ake a present at ion of your ideas t o t he class /  
ot her groups.  

Ask quest ions when you listen t o t he ot her groups and give feedback on t heir 
presentat ions. 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT WORD: Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

Iran’s gift to British people – Sailors home 

The fifteen Br it ish sailors and m arines who were held (1)  ____ for near ly t wo 
weeks in I ran have ar r ived back in t he UK. They left  I ran early Thursday (2)  
____ a com m ercial f light  bound for  London. Their depart ure ends a (3)  ____ 
between I ran and Br it ain which had t he potent ial t o escalate int o a ser ious 
diplom at ic cr isis. The release of t he sailors (4)  ____ a day after  I ranÕs 
president  Mahm oud Ahm adinejad personally intervened. He said his (5)  ____  
was a Òpresent  t o t he Brit ish peopleÓ. I n a telev ised event  in Tehran, I ranÕs 
leader personally m et  and shook hands wit h each of  t he host ages. His 
governm ent  even ar ranged for t hem  t o be fit ted (6)  ____ t ailor -m ade suit s.  
A spokesperson for Br itainÕs Foreign Office said t he m ove was a huge 
surprise. 

I n London, Br it ish Prim e Minist er Tony Blair expressed "profound relief"  (7)  
____ t he peaceful end to t he 13-day crisis.  He said in a m essage t o t he 
I ranian people:  "We bear you no (8)  ____ will."  He also said Br itain had a (9 )  
____ respect  for I ran and it s long and proud hist ory . The t wo count r ies m ust  
now t hink about  how m ut ual relat ions will progress. They  are already (10 )  
____ loggerheads over I ranÕs nuclear program m e and Brit ainÕs role in I raq. 
There are fears of a repeat  of t his cr isis, especially as t he boundar ies 
between I ranian and I raqi ter r itor ial waters are so unclear . Nevert heless, t he 
release is seen as a (11)  ____ for diplom acy . The U.S. caut iously welcom ed 
I ran's m ove, alt hough The White House said " it  was unfort unate t hat  [ t he 
hostages]  were ever t aken in t he f irst  ( 12)  ____."  

1. (a)  capt ive (b)  capt ivate ( c)  capt iv it y (d)  capt ion 

2. (a)  abroad (b)  aboard ( c)  departure (d)  term inal 

3. (a)  stand up (b)  stand down (c)  stand st ill ( d)  standoff 

4. (a)  com es (b)  com ing ( c)  becom es (d)  becam e 

5. (a)  jest  (b)  jester ( c)  gist  (d)  gesture 

6. (a)  with (b)  by ( c)  out  (d)  in 

7. (a)  under (b)  out  ( c)  over (d)  in 

8. (a)  sick (b)  ill ( c)  poor ly (d)  injured 

9. (a)  depth (b)  long ( c)  depths (d)  deep 

10. (a)  at  (b)  in ( c)  of (d)  with 

11. (a)  beat  (b)  winner ( c)  victory (d)  victor ious 

12. (a)  t im e (b)  place ( c)  incidence (d)  happening 
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HOMEWORK 

1. VOCABULARY EXTENSION: Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2. INTERNET: Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about  
I ran and it s relat ions with other count ries. Talk about  what  you 
discover with your partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3. CRISES POSTER: Make a poster about  the different  crises 
around the world. Show your poster to your class in the next  lesson. 
Vote on the best  one(s) . 

4. MAGAZINE ARTICLE: Write a m agazine art icle about the 
hostages. Write about  what  they did every day, what  they worried 
about , etc. Read what you wrote to your classm ates in the next  lesson. 
Which art icle was best  and why? 

5. LETTER: Write a let ter to one of the hostages. Give him/ her three 
pieces of advice about  his/ her career. Ask him / her three quest ions. 
Read your let ter to your partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your 
partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. 
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ANSWERS 
TRUE / FALSE: 

a. F b. T c. F d. F e. T f. T g. T h.  F 

SYNONYM MATCH: 

a. capt ive hostage 

b. bound headed 

c. standoff imp asse  

d. intervened stepped in 

e. tailor  m ade ma de to me asure  

f. profound heart felt   

g. ill will anim osit y  

h. at  loggerheads wit h locking horns  

i. Nevertheless Regardless  

j . caut iously prudent ly  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. held  capt ive for near ly  two weeks 

b. a com me rcial f light   bound for London  

c. the potent ial t o escalat e  int o a ser ious diplom at ic cr isis  

d. fit t ed with  tailor  m ade suit s  

e. the m ove was  a huge surpr ise  

f. Tony Blair  expressed  "p rofound relief"  

g. We bear you no  ill will  

h. They  are already at   loggerheads  

i. t he boundar ies between I ranian and I raqi terr it or ial waters  

j . The U.S. caut iously  welcome d I ran's m ove  

GAP FILL: 

Iran’s gift to British people – Sailors home 
The fif te en Briti sh sailors and marines wh o we re held capt ive for nearly  two  we eks in I ran have ar r ived 
back in th e UK.  They left I ran early  Thursday aboard a com mercial f light bound for London. Their  
departu re ends a standoff betwe en I ran and Brita in wh ich had th e pote nti al to  escalate int o a serious 
diplomati c cr isis. The release of th e sailors comes a day afte r I ranÕs president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
personally inte rvened. He said his gesture wa s a Òpresent  to  th e Brit ish peopleÓ. I n a te lev ised event in  
Tehran, I ranÕs leader personally  met and shook hands wi t h each of th e hosta ges. His government even 
arranged for th em to  be fitted wi th  ta ilor made suits . A spokesperson for Brita inÕs Foreign Office said th e 
move wa s a huge surprise. 

I n London, Briti sh Prime Ministe r Tony Blair expressed "profound relief"  over th e peaceful end to  th e 13 -
day crisis. He said in a message to  th e I ran ian people:  "We bear you no ill w ill."  He also said Brita in had a 
deep respect for I ran and its  long and proud hist ory. The t wo  count r ies must now th ink about how mutu al 
relati ons wi ll progress. They are already at loggerheads over I ranÕs nuclear programme and Brita inÕs role 
in I raq. There are fears of a repeat of th is cr isis, especially  as th e boundaries betwe en I ranian and I raqi 
te rr ito r ial wa te rs are so unclear. Neverth eless, th e release is seen as a v icto ry for diplomacy. The U.S.  
cautiously we lcomed I ran's move, alth ough The White  House said " it wa s unfortunate th at [ th e 
hosta ges]  we re ever ta ken in th e f irst place."  

LANGUAGE WORK 

1 - a 2 - b 3 - d 4 -a 5 - d 6 -a 7 - c 8 -b 9 -d 10 - a 11 -c 12 - b 
 


