
  

www.Breaking News English.com 

Ready-to-use ESL / EFL Lessons 

Th e Br eak i n g  N ew s En g l ish .co m  Reso u r ce Bo ok  

Ò1,000 I deas & Act iv it ies For Language TeachersÓ 
http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/book.html 

Af r i can s m ar k  t h e en d  o f  t h e slav e t r ade 

URL:  http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/0703/070327-slavery.html 

Con t en t s 

The Art icle 2 

Warm -ups 3 

Before Reading /  Listening 4 

While Reading /  Listening 5 

Listening Gap Fill  6 

After Reading /  Listening 7 

Discussion  8 

Language Work 9 

Hom ework 10 

Answers 11 

2 7 t h Ma r ch , 2 0 0 7  



Africans mark the end of the slave trade Ð 27th March, 2007 

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com 
2 

THE ARTI CLE 

Af r i can s m ar k  t h e  en d  o f  t h e  slav e t r ade 

Two hundred years ago, on March 25th, 1807, Britain banned the 

t rade in slaves from Africa. Africans m arked this anniversary on 

Sunday with a special cerem ony in Ghana, from where Brit ish slave 

ships t ransported count less num bers of innocent black Africans to 

the USA. Descendants of these slaves gathered at  one of the m ost 

infam ous t rading posts, Fort  Elm ina, known as Òthe door of no 

returnÓ. They rem em bered the tens of m illions who crossed the 

At lant ic, m any perishing, in barbaric condit ions to provide free 

labour in the New World. GhanaÕs President John Kufor gave a 

speech recalling their suffering:  "Through this dark era of hum an 

history, theÉ hum an spir it ...could not  be broken,"  he said. He added:  

"Man should never descend to such low depths of inhum anity to 

m an as the slave t rade ever again."  

Many other dignitaries read speeches at  the som ber cerem ony. 

South AfricaÕs jazz legend Hugh Masakela blam ed the slave t rade for 

AfricaÕs current  econom ic and social woes. "We have seen the 

m anipulat ion, the im poverishm ent  of Africa...That  is [ proof of]  the 

effects of slaveryÉ  There is no price, no price for what  has been 

done,"  he said. Brit ish Prime Minister Tony Blair sent  a recorded 

m essage expressing "deep sorrow and regret "  for Britain's role in 

the slave t rade. However, he did not  offer a form al apology for his 

nat ionÕs dark role two centuries ago. Ghanaian poet Kofi Anyi Doho 

lam ented that  the world has not  learnt  the lessons of slavery, 

saying:  "The t raffic in hum an beings is clearly not  over. There are 

no boats to anchor next  to a slave fort  but  people are being forced 

into...a form  of enslavement all over the world."  
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . SLAVERY:  Walk around t he classroom  and find out  from  other  student s 
what  they know about  slavery. When you have fin ished, sit  w it h your  par tner(s)  and 
share and talk about  your  findings. 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

slave t rade /  slaves /  Afr ica /  At lant ic Ocean /  hum an history  /  inhum anity  /  
dignit ar ies /  jazz /  social woes /  sorrow  /  regret  /  apologies /  lessons /  anchors 

Have a chat  about  the t opics you liked.  For  m ore conversat ion,  change topics and 
part ners frequent ly. 

3 . SLAV E TOÉ :  With your par tner(s) ,  t alk  about  whether  you are a slave to 
these t hings:  

¥ m obile phones 
¥ love 
¥ your com puter 
¥ study ing 

¥ work 
¥ the kitchen sink 
¥ English 
¥ technology 

4 . SLAV ERY OPI NI ON S:  Talk  about  each of these opinions.  Do you think 
they are t rue for  your count ry /  other count r ies? 

¥ There is no slavery t oday. 
¥ I  feel I  am  oft en t reated as a slave. 
¥ Nat ions involved in slavery should pay dam ages to descendants of slaves. 
¥ There should be a nat ional holiday to m ark the end of slavery. 
¥ The world is doing too lit t le to end hum an t raff icking. 
¥ Man has not  descended to such levels of inhum anit y  as t he slave t rade. 
¥ There is a m odern day form  of slavery. 
¥ Globalizat ion is reducing the chances of slavery happening. 

5 . A DI FFERENT W ORLD:   With your part ner( s) ,  discuss how different  
the wor ld would be t oday if the slave t rade from  Africa to the Am er icas had not  
happened.  Try  to t hink of five differences.  Change par tners and share your  
differences. 

6 . SLAVERY:  Spend one m inute writ ing down all of the different  words you  
associate w it h slavery. Share your words w it h your part ner( s)  and talk about  them . 
Together,  put  the words into d ifferent  categories. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. The Afr ican slave t rade ended t wo hundred years ago. T /  F 

b. Records show exact ly how m any slaves were taken from  Africa. T /  F 

c. Condit ions in t he slave ships were descr ibed as barbaric. T /  F 

d. GhanaÕs President  said slavery broke t he spir it  of Afr icans. T /  F 

e. A j azz m usician blam es slavery for Afr icaÕs current  problem s. T /  F 

f.  Tony Blair at tended t he cerem ony in Ghana and expressed regret .  T /  F 

g. A poet  is happy t hat  m an has learnt  t he lessons of slavery. T /  F 

h. Boat s are st ill anchoring nex t  t o slave fort s all over t he wor ld. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. m arked notor ious 

b. descendants bondage 

c. infam ous inhum ane 

d. perishing t rade 

e. barbaric recognized 

f. dignitar ies vile 

g. woes dying 

h. dark VIPs 

i.  t raffic ancestors 

j .  enslavem ent  problem s 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

a. Africans m arked  of Afr ica  

b. slave ships t ransported count less  to such low  depths of inhum anit y 

c. m any perishing  hum an beings is clearly not  over 

d. theÉ hum an spirit . . .  this anniversary on Sunday 

e. Man should never descend  num bers of innocent  b lack Afr icans 

f.  Many other  dignitar ies  into...a form  of enslavem ent  

g. AfricaÕs current  econom ic  could not  be broken 

h. the im poverishm ent   read speeches 

i.  The t raffic in  in barbaric condit ions 

j .  people are being forced  and social woes 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Af r i can s m ar k  t h e en d  o f  t h e  sl av e t r ad e 

Two hundred years ago, on March 25t h, 1807, Br itain 

________ t he t rade in slaves from  Afr ica. Afr icans 

________ t his anniversary  on Sunday  wit h a special 

cerem ony in Ghana, f rom  where Br it ish slave ships 

t ransported ________ num bers of  innocent  black  Afr icans 

to t he USA. Descendants of t hese slaves gathered at  one of  

the m ost  ________ t rading post s, Fort  Elm ina, known as 

Òthe door of no ret urnÓ. They rem em bered t he tens of  

m illions who crossed t he At lant ic, m any ________, in 

barbar ic condit ions t o provide free labour in the New World. 

GhanaÕs President  John Kufor gave a speech ________ their  

suffer ing:  "Through t his dark era of hum an hist ory,  

theÉ hum an spir it . ..could not  be broken,"  he said. He 

added:  "Man should never  ________ t o such low ________ 

of inhum anity  to m an as t he slave t rade ever again."  
 

  

recalling 

count less 

dept hs 

infam ous 

banned 

descend 

m arked 

per ishing 

 

Many  ot her  ________ read speeches at  t he som ber  

cerem ony. Sout h Afr icaÕs jazz legend Hugh Masakela 

blam ed t he slave t rade for Afr icaÕs current  econom ic and 

social ________. "We have seen t he m anipulat ion, t he 

im pover ishm ent  of Afr ica. . .That  is [ ________ of ]  t he effect s 

of slaveryÉ  There is no ________, no pr ice for  what  has 

been done,"  he said. Br it ish Pr im e Minister  Tony Blair sent  a 

recorded m essage expressing "________ sorrow and 

regret "  for  Britain's role in t he slave t rade. However , he did 

not  offer a form al apology for his nat ionÕs ________ role 

two cent uries ago. Ghanaian poet  Kofi Any i Doho lam ent ed 

that  t he world has not  learnt  t he lessons of  slavery , say ing:  

"The t raff ic in hum an beings is ________ not  over. There 

are no boat s t o anchor next  t o a slave for t  but  people are 

being forced int o. ..a ________ of enslavem ent  all over t he 

world."  

  

clearly 

woes 

deep 

dark 

dignit ar ies 

form  

proof 

pr ice 
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Af r i can s m ar k  t h e en d  o f  t h e  sl av e t r ad e 

Two hundred years ago, on March 25t h,  1807, Br it ain _________________ 

slaves from  Africa.  Afr icans _________________ on Sunday  w it h a special 

cerem ony in Ghana, f rom  where Brit ish slave ships t ransported count less 

num bers of innocent  black Afr icans t o t he USA. _________________ slaves 

gat hered at  one of t he m ost  infam ous t rading posts, Fort  Elm ina, known as 

Òthe door of no ret urnÓ. They rem em bered the t ens of m illions who crossed 

the At lant ic, _____________________ condit ions t o provide free labour  in  

the New Wor ld.  GhanaÕs President  John Kufor  gave a speech recalling t heir  

suffer ing:  "Through _________________ hum an history , t heÉ hum an 

spir it . ..could not  be broken,"  he said. He added:  "Man should 

_________________ dept hs of  inhum anity  to m an as t he slave t rade ever  

again."  

Many  ot her  dignitar ies read speeches _________________ cerem ony. Sout h 

Afr icaÕs j azz legend Hugh Masakela blam ed t he slave t rade for Afr icaÕs 

current  _________________. "We have seen t he m anipulat ion, t he 

_________________ Afr ica. . .That  is [ proof of ]  t he ef fect s of slaveryÉ  There 

is no pr ice, no pr ice for what  has been done,"  he said. Br it ish Pr im e Minister  

Tony  Blair  sent  a recorded m essage expressing "_________________"  for  

Br itain's role in t he slave t rade. However , he did not  offer a form al apology  

for  _________________ t wo cent uries ago. Ghanaian poet  Kofi Anyi Doho 

lam ented t hat  t he world has not  learnt  t he lessons of  slavery , saying:  "The 

t raff ic in hum an beings is clear ly not  over.  There are no _________________ 

next  t o a slave fort  but  people are being forced into. ..a form  of enslavem ent  

all over t he wor ld."  



Africans mark the end of the slave trade Ð 27th March, 2007 

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com 
7 

AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôslav eÕ and Ôt r ad eÕ. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . STUDENT ÒSLAVERYÓ SURVEY:  I n pairs /  groups, write 
down quest ions about  slavery past , present  and future. 

¥ Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their 
answers. 

¥ Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your 
f indings. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ banned 
¥ count less 
¥ door 
¥ barbaric 
¥ era 
¥ depths 

¥ som ber 
¥ woes 
¥ price 
¥ dark 
¥ lam ented 
¥ anchor 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 
b)  Do you think the slave t rade has ended? 
c)  How do you think the slave t rade has changed the world? 
d)  What  other count ries engaged in slavery, besides European 

count ries? 
e)  Should the descendants of slaves receive com pensat ion from 

count ries that  engaged in slavery? 
f)  What  would be the best  way to m ark the end of slavery? 
g)  Why do you think Tony Blair did not  issue a form al apology for 

BritainÕs role as a slave t rader? 
h)  Do you think m an will descend to sim ilar depths of inhum anity 

again? 
i)  What  do you know about  the slave t rade of Africans to Am erica? 
j )  Do you ever think you are t reated as a slave? 

! --------------------------------------------------------------------- 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 
b)  Do you think Hugh Masakela is r ight  about  AfricaÕs current  woes? 
c)  Are you surprised that  Tony Blair did not  at tend the cerem ony in 

person? 
d)  Do you think people will ever learn lessons from  history? 
e)  What  form s of slavery are there in the world today? 
f)  What  quest ion would you like to have asked a slave t rader? 
g)  Do you think there are sect ions of your society who are slaves? 
h)  What  quest ion would you like to have asked a slave on a slave 

ship? 
i)  Should there be a world holiday to rem em ber the vict im s of 

slavery? 
j )  Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  
what  you talked about . 

a)  What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b)  Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c)  Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d)  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e)  Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

Af r i can s m ar k  t h e  en d  o f  t h e  slav e t r ade 

Two hundred years ago, on March 25t h,  1807, Br it ain banned t he t rade in 
slaves from  Afr ica. Afr icans (1)  ____ t his anniversary  on Sunday  w it h a 
special cerem ony in Ghana, (2)  ____ where Br it ish slave ships t ransported 
count less num bers of innocent  black Afr icans t o t he USA. Descendant s of  
these slaves gat hered at  one of t he m ost  (3)  ____ t rading post s, Fort  Elm ina, 
known as Òt he door of  no ret urnÓ. They rem em bered t he tens of  m illions who 
crossed t he At lant ic, m any  per ishing, in (4)  ____ condit ions t o prov ide free 
labour in t he New Wor ld. GhanaÕs President  John Kufor gave a speech  
(5)  ____ t heir  suffer ing:  "Through t his dark era of hum an hist ory ,  
theÉ hum an spir it .. .could not  be broken,"  he said. He added:  "Man should 
never descend to such low (6)  ____ of inhum anity t o m an as t he slave t rade 
ever again."  

Many  ot her dignit aries read speeches at  t he (7)  ____ cerem ony. Sout h 
Afr icaÕs j azz legend Hugh Masakela blam ed t he slave t rade for Afr icaÕs 
current  econom ic and social ( 8)  ____. "We have seen t he m anipulat ion,  t he 
im pover ishm ent  of Afr ica. ..That  is [ proof of ]  t he effect s of slaveryÉ  There is 
no pr ice, no price for what  has been done,"  he said. Brit ish Pr im e Minister  
Tony Blair sent  a recorded m essage expressing " (9)  ____ sorrow and regret "  
for Br it ain's role in t he slave t rade. However , he did not  of fer a form al 
apology for his nat ionÕs (10)  ____ role t wo cent uries ago. Ghanaian poet  Kof i 
Any i Doho (11)  ____ t hat  t he world has not  learnt  t he lessons of slavery,  
saying:  "The t raffic in hum an beings is clear ly not  over. There are no boat s t o 
anchor next  t o a slave fort  but  people are being forced (12)  ____...a form  of 
enslavem ent  all over t he world."  

1. (a)  m arked (b)  m ade (c)  m arking (d)  m asked 

2. (a)  and (b)  fro ( c)  from  (d)  over 

3. (a)  inf in it ive (b)  inf in it y ( c)  infam y (d)  infam ous 

4. (a)  barbarian (b)  barbaric ( c)  barbecue (d)  barbed 

5. (a)  recalling (b)  calling ( c)  receiv ing (d)  rect ify ing 

6. (a)  deepens (b)  deeply ( c)  deeps (d)  depths 

7. (a)  sober up (b)  som ber ( c)  som brero (d)  sobriet y 

8. (a)  woes (b)  foes ( c)  toes (d)  does 

9. (a)  deeply (b)  deepness ( c)  deep (d)  depth 

10. (a)  darken (b)  dark ( c)  darkness (d)  dark ly 

11. (a)  lam e brained (b)  lam ely ( c)  lam ented (d)  lam bed 

12. (a)  to (b)  hit her to ( c)  unto (d)  into 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about  
the history of slavery. Talk about what  you discover with your 
partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3 . SLAV ERY POSTER:  Make a poster about  the different  t ypes of 
slavery and the different  count ries involved in the slave t rade. Include 
m odern day slavery. Show your poster to your class in the next  lesson. 
Vote on the best  one(s) . 

4 . MAG AZI NE AR TI CLE:  Write a m agazine art icle about the 
effects of slavery on the world. Discuss what  the world would be like if 
there was no slavery. Read what  you wrote to your classm ates in the 
next  lesson. Which art icle was best  and why? 

5 . DI ARY:  Write the diary ent ry of a slave on a slave ship headed 
for Am erica two hundred years ago. Write down your three biggest  
fears. I nclude three quest ions. Read your let ter to your partner(s)  in 
your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. T b. F c. T d. F e. T f. F g. F h.  F 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

a. ma rked recognized 

b. descendant s ancestors 

c. infam ous not or ious  

d. per ishing dying  

e. barbar ic inhuma ne  

f. dignitar ies VI Ps 

g. woes problems   

h. dark vile  

i. t raf fic t rade  

j . enslavem ent  bondage  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. Afr icans m arked  this anniversary on Sunday 

b. slave ships t ransported count less  numb ers of innocent  black  Afr icans 

c. ma ny per ishing  in barbar ic condit ions 

d. theÉ hum an spir it .. . could not  be broken  

e. Man should never descend  to such low dept hs of inhuma nit y  

f. Many other dignitar ies  read speeches  

g. Afr icaÕs current  economi c  and social woes  

h. the imp over ishm ent   of Afr ica  

i. The t raffic in  huma n beings is clear ly not  over  

j . people are being forced  int o. ..a form of enslavem ent   

GAP FI LL:  

Af r i can s m ar k  t h e en d  o f  t h e sl av e  t r ad e 
Two  hundred years ago,  on March 25th , 1807,  Brita in b an n ed  th e tr ade in slaves from Afr ica. Afr icans 
m ar k ed  th is anniversary on Sunday wi th  a special cerem ony in Ghana, from wh ere Briti sh slave ships 
tr ansporte d co u n t less numbers of innocent black Afr icans to  the USA. Descendants  of th ese slaves 
gath ered at one of th e most in f am o u s tr ading posts , Fort Elm ina, known  as Òth e door of no retu rnÓ. They 
remembered th e te ns of m illions wh o crossed th e Atl anti c, many p er ish in g , in barbaric conditi ons t o 
provide free labour in th e New World. GhanaÕs President John Kufor gave a speech r ecal l in g  th eir  
suffering:  "Through th is dark era of human histo ry, th eÉh uman spir it. ..c ould not be broken,"  he said. He 
added:  "Man should never d escen d  to  such low d ep t h s of inhumanity  to  man as th e slave tr ade ever 
again."  

Many oth er d ig n i t ar i es read speeches at th e somber cerem ony. South  Afr icaÕs jazz legend Hugh Masakela 
blamed th e slave tr ade for Afr icaÕs cur rent economic and social w o es. "We have seen th e manipulati on,  
th e impoverishment of Afr ica... That is [ p r o o f  of]  th e effects  of slaveryÉ There is no p r ice, no price for  
wh at has been done,"  he said. Briti sh Prime Ministe r Tony Blair sent a recorded message expressing 
"d eep  sorrow and regret"  for Brita in's role in th e slave tr ade. Howe ver, he did not offer a formal apology 
for his nati onÕs d a r k  role tw o centu r ies ago. Ghanaian poet Kofi Anyi Doho lamente d th at th e wo rld has 
not learnt th e lessons of slavery, saying:  "The t raff ic in human beings is cle ar ly  not over. There are no 
boats  to  anchor next to  a slave fort but people are being forced into ...a  f o r m  of enslavement all over th e 
wo rld."  

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - a 2 - c 3 - d 4 -b 5 - a 6 -d 7 - b 8 -a 9 -c 10 - b 11 -c 12 - d 
 


