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THE ARTI CLE 

W or ldÕs m igh t iest  r i v er s on  Òat  r i sk Ó l i st  

A report  released by the World Wildlife Fund (WWF)  warns that  the 

current  rate of clim ate change is put t ing m any of worldÕs great  

r ivers at  r isk of drying up. The report , ÒWWF's Top 10 Rivers at  

RiskÓ, was released to coincide with World Water Day (March 22nd) . 

I t  is a worry ing read. Am ong the endangered rivers are the Rio 

Grande, which runs along the U.S.-Mexico border;  the Yangtze, 

Mekong and Ganges rivers in Asia;  the Danube in Europe;  and 

AfricaÕs m ighty River Nile. The WWF says these waterways, which 

provide fresh water to m illions of people, are Òfacing widespread 

degradat ionÓ. Carter Roberts, president of the WWF, issued a dire 

warning:  "The world's freshwater ecosystem s are under siege, and 

the rivers in this report  are the front  lines,"  he says. 

The Rio Grande m akes the list , says the report , Òbecause the river is 

severely threatened by water diversions,Ó com ing from a 

Òwidespread alterat ion of the floodplainÓ. Dam s and pollut ion are 

also to blam e for put t ing the river in danger. A com binat ion of 

drought  and people taking too m uch water out  of the river is 

draining it  dry. This is endangering a unique desert  r iver ecosystem , 

which m ight  dam age the economic growth of com m unit ies along the 

U.S.-Mexico border. The WWF is working to im prove m at ters to 

conserve fish stocks. I t  also hopes farm ers can m aintain a 

sustainable supply of water and live in harm ony with the rivers. 

Another WWF init iat ive is the establishm ent  of m ore protected areas 

along st retches of the rivers m ost  im portant  for wildlife. 



WorldÕs mig ht iest  rivers on Òat riskÓ lis t  Ð 21st  March, 2007 

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com 
3 

W ARM- UPS 

1 . I ÕM A RI VER:  You are a river . Decide which one.  Walk around t he class 
and talk  t o t he other  ÒriversÓ in the classroom . Ask t hem  about  their  life.  What  do 
they th ink of the hum ans who use /  pollut e t hem ? Sit  w ith a new partner and share 
your life-as-a- r iver  stories. 

2 . CHAT :  In pairs /  groups,  decide which of these topics or  words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

report s /  Wor ld Wild life Fund /  clim ate change /  r ivers /  fresh water  /  warnings /  
dam s /  pollut ion /  droughts /  ecosystem s /  borders /  f ish /  liv ing in harm ony 

Have a chat  about  the t opics you liked.  For  m ore conversat ion,  change topics and 
part ners frequent ly. 

3 . W ORLD RI VERS:  With your par tner(s) ,  talk  about  these rivers.  What  is 
your im age of them ? What  do you know of them ? Change part ners and share your 
findings. 

¥ Am azon 
¥ Nile 
¥ Tham es 
¥ Mississippi 
¥ Rio Grande 

¥ Ganges 
¥ Mekong 
¥ Seine 
¥ Danube 
¥ Yangtze 

4 . EAR TH REPORTS:  I m agine the following reports are released in t he 
next  few  weeks.  Talk about  each of them . Do you t hink t hey could com e t rue? 

¥ desert s t o cover half of Europe 
¥ pollut ion at  r isk  of dest roy ing Aust raliaÕs Great  Barrier Reef  
¥ water  war breaks out  Ð 16 count r ies fight ing 
¥ disappearing land Ð 20%  of Eart h w ill be under water  by 2050 
¥ hum an age lim it s declining due to fert ilizers and GM food 
¥ wor ldÕs last  water fall dr ies up 

5 . QUI CK DEBAT E:  Have this fun quick debate with your  par tner(s) .  
Students A t hink people worry  too m uch about  clim ate change;  student s B t hink  
people donÕt  take clim ate change seriously enough.  Change part ners and topics 
every two m inutes. 

6 . W AT ER:  Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of t he different  words you 
associate w ith water.  Share your words w it h your  part ner( s)  and talk about  them . 
Together,  put  the words into d ifferent  categories. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  the art icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. A WWF report  warns m any of t he worldÕs great  r ivers m ay dry up. T /  F 

b. The report  was released t o coincide wit h World Fish Day. T /  F 

c. The r ivers at  r isk provide fresh wat er t o billions of people. T /  F 

d. Many of t he endangered r ivers are on t he front  line of  war zones. T /  F 

e. The divert ing of water in r ivers by hum ans is a big problem . T /  F 

f.  The building of dam s has helped protect  m any r ivers.  T /  F 

g. The WWF is worried about  t he st ock prices of t he fishing indust ry . T /  F 

h. A WWF init iat ive is to st ret ch r ivers to creat e space for wildlife. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. released threatening 

b. dry ing up deteriorat ion 

c. coincide ser iously 

d. degradat ion dwindling 

e. dire m odificat ion 

f.  severely m aintainable 

g. alt erat ion issued 

h. endanger ing appalling 

i.  sustainable areas 

j .  st ret ches occur sim ultaneously 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

a. the current  rate  fish stocks 

b. released t o coincide  degradat ion 

c. I t  is a worrying  of the rivers 

d. facing widespread  supply  of water 

e. ecosystem s are under  read 

f. The Rio Grande m akes  with Wor ld Water  Day 

g. A com binat ion of drought   the list  

h. im prove m at ters to conserve  siege 

i.  m aintain a sustainable  and people taking too m uch water 

j .  protected areas along st retches  of clim ate change 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

W or ld Õs m ig h t iest  r i v er s on  Òat  r i sk Ó l i s t  

A report  released by  t he Wor ld Wildlife Fund (WWF) warns 

that  the ________ rate of clim ate change is put t ing m any  

of wor ldÕs great  r ivers at  ________ of  dry ing up. The 

report , ÒWWF's Top 10 Rivers at  RiskÓ, was released to 

________ w it h Wor ld Water Day (March 22nd) . I t  is a 

worry ing ________. Am ong t he endangered r ivers are t he 

Rio Grande, which ________ along t he U.S.-Mexico border ;  

the Yangtze, Mekong and Ganges r ivers in Asia;  t he Danube 

in Europe;  and Afr icaÕs ________ River  Nile. The WWF says 

these wat erways, which prov ide fresh wat er to m illions of  

people, are Ò________ widespread degradat ionÓ. Carter  

Robert s, president  of t he WWF, issued a ________ warning:  

"The world's f reshwater ecosystem s are under  siege, and 

the r ivers in t his report  are t he front  lines,"  he says. 
 

  

coincide 

m ighty 

dire 

current  

facing 

read 

r isk 

runs 

 

The Rio Grande ________ t he list , says the report ,  

Òbecause t he r iver is severely t hreat ened by  water  

diversions,Ó com ing from  a Òwidespread ________ of t he 

floodplainÓ. Dam s and pollut ion are also t o ________ for  

put t ing t he r iver in danger . A com binat ion of drought  and 

people tak ing too m uch water out  of the r iver is ________ 

it  dry .  This is endanger ing a unique desert  r iver  ecosystem , 

which m ight  dam age t he econom ic growt h of com m unit ies 

along t he U.S.-Mex ico ________. The WWF is work ing t o 

im prove m at t ers t o ________ fish st ocks. I t  also hopes 

farm ers can m aint ain a sust ainable supply  of wat er  and live 

in harm ony wit h t he r ivers.  Anot her WWF ________ is t he 

est ablishm ent  of m ore protect ed areas along ________ of  

the r ivers m ost  im port ant  for wildlife. 

  

draining 

alterat ion 

st ret ches 

conserve 

blam e 

init iat ive 

m akes 

border 
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

W or ld Õs m ig h t iest  r i v er s on  Òat  r i sk Ó l i s t  

A report  released by t he Wor ld Wildlife Fund (WWF) warns t hat  t he current  

rate of  clim ate change is put t ing m any of wor ldÕs great  _________________ 

dry ing up. The report , ÒWWF's Top 10 Rivers at  RiskÓ, was 

_________________ Wor ld Water Day (March 22nd) . I t  is 

_________________. Am ong t he endangered r ivers are t he Rio Grande, 

_________________ U.S.-Mex ico border ;  the Yangtze, Mekong and Ganges 

r ivers in Asia;  t he Danube in Europe;  and Afr icaÕs m ighty River Nile. The 

WWF says t hese waterways, which prov ide fresh water t o m illions of people,  

are Òfacing _________________Ó. Carter  Robert s, president  of t he WWF, 

issued a dire warning:  "The wor ld's freshwater ecosystem s _____________, 

and t he r ivers in t his report  are t he front  lines,"  he says. 

The Rio Grande m akes t he list , says t he report , Òbecause _______________ 

threat ened by wat er diversions,Ó com ing from  a Òwidespread alterat ion of t he 

floodplainÓ. Dam s and pollut ion _________________ put t ing t he r iver in 

danger .  A com binat ion of drought  and people taking t oo m uch water out  of  

the r iver is _________________. This is endanger ing a unique desert  r iver  

ecosystem , which m ight  dam age t he econom ic growt h of com m unit ies along 

the U.S.-Mex ico border . The WWF is working _________________ conserve 

fish st ocks.  I t  also hopes farm ers can m aintain a sust ainable supply  of water  

and live in harm ony  w it h t he r ivers. Anot her _________________ 

est ablishm ent  of m ore protected areas _________________ rivers m ost  

im port ant  for wildlife. 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to f ind 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôf r esh Õ and Ôw at er Õ. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . AR TI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv it y. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . STUDENT ÒRI VERSÓ SURVEY:  I n pairs /  groups, write down 
quest ions about  r ivers, drought , dam s and clim ate change. 

¥ Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their 
answers. 

¥ Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your 
f indings. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ warns 
¥ coincide 
¥ runs 
¥ m ighty 
¥ facing 
¥ under 

¥ m akes 
¥ blam e 
¥ draining 
¥ conserve 
¥ harm ony 
¥ st retches 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 
b)  Are you interested in clim ate change? 
c)  Do you think these rivers can really dry up? 
d)  Do you have a favourite world r iver? 
e)  What  should people around the world do on World Water Day? 
f)  Do you think clim ate change is to blam e for the rivers being at  

r isk? 
g)  What  can governm ents do to protect  their r ivers? 
h)  Do you think governm ents can act  together to save rivers that  

run through m any different  count ries? 
i)  What  will happen when the wordÕs freshwater supplies are 

threatened? 
j )  I n what way do you thin the rivers are Òunder siegeÓ? 

✄--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 
b)  Do you think governm ents should stop divert ing the flow of 

r ivers and building dam s? 
c)  How polluted are the rivers in your count ry? 
d)  Are there m any dam s in your count ry? Are they essent ial 
e)  Do you think globalizat ion is speeding up the sorry state of the 

worldÕs rivers? 
f)  When will the world start  to take not ice of reports like this one? 
g)  Do you think itÕs possible for todayÕs world to live in harm ony 

with r ivers? 
h)  Do you think thereÕll be water wars in the future? 
i)  What  would happen if water becam e as expensive as gasoline? 
j )  Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  
what  you talked about . 

a)  What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b)  Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c)  Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d)  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e)  Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 



WorldÕs mig ht iest  rivers on Òat riskÓ lis t  Ð 21st  March, 2007 

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com 
9 

SPEAKI NG 

MO VI E SCRI PT:   

With your partner( s) , p lan the scr ipt / story for  a m ajor  new catast rophe story  about  
the wordÕs rivers dry ing up.  Use the table t o help you:  

Your ideas Notes 

Movie t it le  

Locat ion  

Actors  

Opening scene  

Biggest  act ion scene  

Turning point   

Message  

The End  

After you finish, com pare stor ies w it h ot her groups. Suggest  im provem ent s. 
Vote on t he best  st ory . 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

W or l d Õs m i g h t iest  r i v er s o n  Òat  r i sk Ó l i st  

A report  (1)  ____ by  t he Wor ld Wildlife Fund (WWF) warns t hat  t he current  
rate of clim ate change is put t ing m any  of wor ldÕs great  r ivers at  r isk of dry ing 
up. The report ,  ÒWWF's Top 10 Rivers at  RiskÓ, was released to (2)  ____ wit h 
World Water Day (March 22nd) . I t  is a worry ing (3)  ____. Am ong t he 
endangered r ivers are t he Rio Grande, which (4)  ____ along t he U.S.-Mexico 
border ;  t he Yangtze, Mekong and Ganges r ivers in Asia;  t he Danube in 
Europe;  and Afr icaÕs (5)  ____ River Nile. The WWF says t hese waterways, 
which prov ide fresh water t o m illions of  people, are Òfacing w idespread 
degradat ionÓ. Carter Robert s, president  of the WWF, issued a (6)  ____ 
warning:  "The wor ld's freshwat er ecosystem s are under siege, and t he r ivers 
in t his report  are t he front  lines,"  he says. 

The Rio Grande (7)  ____ t he list , says t he report ,  Òbecause t he r iver is 
severely  t hreatened by  water diversions,Ó com ing from  a Òwidespread 
alterat ion of t he floodplainÓ. Dam s and pollut ion are also (8)  ____ blam e for  
put t ing t he r iver  in danger . A com binat ion of drought  and people tak ing t oo 
m uch water out  of  t he r iver  is draining it  (9)  ____. This is endangering a 
(10)  ____ desert  r iver ecosystem , which m ight  dam age t he econom ic growt h 
of com m unit ies along t he U.S.-Mex ico border.  The WWF is work ing t o 
im prove m at ters t o conserve fish stocks. I t  also hopes farm ers can m aintain 
a sust ainable supply of water and live (11)  ____ harm ony wit h t he r ivers.  
Anot her WWF init iat ive is t he establishm ent  of m ore prot ect ed areas along 
(12)  ____ of t he r ivers m ost  im portant  for wildlife. 

1. (a)  releasing (b)  release ( c)  released (d)  releases 

2. (a)  coincide (b)  coincidence (c)  coincidental (d)  coin 

3. (a)  reads (b)  read ( c)  reed (d)  reading 

4. (a)  bows (b)  kneels ( c)  walks (d)  runs 

5. (a)  m it e (b)  m ight ier ( c)  m ighty (d)  m ight  

6. (a)  fire (b)  dire ( c)  hire (d)  wire 

7. (a)  m akes (b)  takes ( c)  lakes (d)  fakes 

8. (a)  of (b)  with ( c)  for (d)  to 

9. (a)  dry (b)  wet  ( c)  m oist  (d)  as 

10. (a)  unlikely (b)  uniqueness ( c)  unique (d)  uniquely 

11. (a)  big (b)  with ( c)  on (d)  in 

12. (a)  st ret ched (b)  st it ches ( c)  st ret ches (d)  st ret chers 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about  
the WWF report . Talk about  what  you discover with your partner(s)  in 
the next  lesson. 

3 . RI VERS POSTER:  Make a poster about  different  r ivers around 
the world. How are they different? Show your poster to your class in 
the next  lesson. Vote on the best  one(s) . 

4 . MAG AZI NE AR TI CLE:  Write a m agazine art icle about the 
consequences of the worldÕs rivers drying up. Read what  you wrote to 
your classm ates in the next  lesson. Which art icle was best  and why? 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to the leader of your count ry. Tell him / her 
what he/ she has to do to save the rivers in your count ry. Ask him / her 
three quest ions. Read your let ter to your partner(s)  in your next  
lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. T b. F c. F d. F e. T f. F g. F h.  F 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

a. released issued 

b. drying up dwindling 

c. coincide occur sim ultaneously 

d. degradat ion deter iorat ion  

e. dire appalling  

f. severely ser iously  

g. alterat ion mo dificat ion  

h. endanger ing threatening  

i. sustainable ma intainable  

j . st retches areas  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. the current  rate  of clima te change 

b. released to coincide  with Wor ld Water Day 

c. I t  is a worrying  read  

d. facing widespread  degradat ion  

e. ecosystem s are under   siege  

f. The Rio Grande m akes  the list   

g. A comb inat ion of drought   and people t aking t oo m uch water  

h. imp rove m at ters t o conserve  fish st ocks  

i. ma intain a sustainable  supply  of water  

j . protected areas along st retches  of t he r ivers  

GAP FI LL:  

W or ld Õs m ig h t iest  r i v e r s o n  Òat  r i sk Ó l i st  
A report released by th e World Wildlife Fund (WWF) wa rns th at th e cu r r en t  rate  of climate  change is 
putti ng many of wo rldÕs great r ivers at r isk  of dry ing up. The report, ÒWWF's Top 10 Rivers at RiskÓ, wa s 
released to  co in cid e wi th  World Wate r Day (March 22n d) . I t is a wo r ry ing r ea d . Among th e endangered 
r ivers are th e Rio Grande, wh ich r u n s along th e U.S.-Mexico border;  th e Yangtze, Mekong and Ganges 
r ivers in Asia;  th e Danube in Europe;  and Afr icaÕs m ig h t y  River Nile. The WWF says th ese wa te rwa ys,  
wh ich provide fresh wa te r to  m illions of people, are Òf acin g  wi despread degradati onÓ. Carte r Roberts ,  
president of th e WWF, issued a d i r e  wa rning:  "The wo rld's freshwa te r ecosyste ms are under siege, and 
th e r ivers in th is report are th e front lines,"  he says. 
The Rio Grande m ak es th e list, says th e report, Òbecause th e r iver is severely  th reate ned by wa te r 
diversions,Ó com ing from a Òwi despread a l t er a t io n  of th e f loodplainÓ. Dams and polluti on are also t o 
b lam e for putti ng th e r iver in danger. A combinati on of drought and people ta k ing to o much wa te r out of  
th e r iver is d r a in in g  it dry. This is endangering a unique desert r iver ecosyste m, wh ich m ight damage th e 
economic growth  of com muniti es along th e U.S.-Mexico b o r d e r . The WWF is wo rk ing to  improve matte rs 
to  co n ser ve f ish sto cks. I t also hopes farmers can maint ain a susta inable supply of wa te r and live in 
harmony wi th  th e r ivers. Anoth er WWF in i t i a t i ve is th e esta blishment of more prote cte d areas along 
st r e t ch es of th e r ivers most importa nt for wi ldlife. 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - c 2 - a 3 - b 4 -d 5 - c 6 -b 7 - a 8 -d 9 -a 10 - c 11 -d 12 - c 
 


