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THE ARTICLE 

Voting opens on year’s oddest book title 

YouÕve heard of the Nobel Prize for Literature, but  have you heard of 

the Diagram  Prize for the Oddest  Tit le of the Year? The lat ter literary 

award has been given annually since 1978 by BritainÕs book indust ry 

m agazine The Bookseller. The prize celebrates the odder t it les 

authors give to their books. This yearÕs short list  has just  been 

announced, selected by publishers, booksellers and librarians from  

across the globe. The list  offers the usual array of unlikely- to-be 

bestsellers, and again will get  the worldÕs bookworm s holding their 

breath over what  m ight  be between the covers of such offerings. 

Apart  from  having an odd t it le, the other m ain criterion in being 

short listed is that  the book be non- fict ion. Joel Rickert , deputy editor 

of The Bookseller, told the BBC that :  " I t 's the only literary prize 

where the content  of the book doesn't  m at ter a jot .Ó 

So just  what  do avid readers have to look forward to from  this 

yearÕs crop of odd t it les? There is no current  front runner, although 

the stakes are high for the winner, who receives nothing less than a 

free bot t le of cham pagne. This yearÕs nom inees include ÒTat tooed 

Mountain Wom en and Spoon Boxes of DaghestanÓ, for ocean lovers 

thereÕs ÒProceedings of the Eighteenth I nternat ional Seaweed 

Sym posium Ó and for shoppers in the USA and Canada, ÒThe St ray 

Shopping Carts of Eastern North Am erica:  A Guide to Field 

I dent ificat ionÓ. Mr. Rickert  is proud to offer the prize. He said:  " I t  

cont inues to celebrate the bizarre, the st range, and the sim ply odd. 

This year's short list  shows that  despite publishers cut t ing back their 

lists, literary diversity cont inues to flourish."  All will be revealed in 

London on 13 April, just  ahead of the London Book Fair. 
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WARM-UPS 

1. READING: Walk around the class and find out  about  the kinds of books 
other st udent s read. Do they like to read books in their  own language or books in 
English? Share what  you found out  wit h your part ner( s) . 

2. CHAT: I n pairs /  groups, decide which of these topics or words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

Nobel Prize /  lit erature /  m agazines /  authors /  librar ies /  best sellers /  non-
fict ion /  cham pagne /  tat toos /  seaweed /  shopping cart s /  the bizarre 

Have a chat  about  the topics you liked.  For  m ore conversat ion,  change topics and  
part ners frequent ly. 

3. BOOKS: With your par tner(s) ,  talk about  which of these books you like 
reading.  Which would you take on vacat ion with you? 

¥ autobiographies 
¥ encyclopedias 
¥ dict ionar ies 
¥ thrillers 
¥ books for  dum m ies 

¥ gram m ar books 
¥ m ysteries 
¥ at lases 
¥ guide books 
¥ rom ance 

4. MY BOOK: I m agine you have j ust  writ t en a book. I t  will be published  
tom orrow. Writ e down the t it le. WhatÕs the cover like? Walk around t he classroom  
and talk to the other  ÒauthorsÓ in the class about  w rit ing, books and being published. 

5. ODD BOOKS: These are the nom inees to win t he oddest  book t it le prize.  
Talk with your  par tner(s)  about  what  t hey m ight  be about . Which one( s)  would you  
m ost / least  like t o read? 

a. Tat tooed Mountain Wom en and Spoon Boxes of Daghestan 
b. How Green Were the Nazis? 
c.  D. Di Mascio's Delicious I ce Cream :  D.  Di Mascio of Covent ry  - -  An I ce Cream  

Com pany of Repute, w it h an I nterest ing and Var ied Fleet  of I ce Cream  Vans 
d. The St ray Shopping Cart s of Eastern North Am erica:  A Guide t o Field  

I dent if icat ion 
e.  Proceedings of the Eighteenth I nternat ional Seaweed Sym posium  
f.  Bet t er Never To Have Been:  The Harm  of Com ing I nto Existence 

6. LITERATURE: Spend one m inute writ ing down all of the different  words 
you associate with lit erature.  Share your words with your par tner( s)  and talk  about  
them . Together,  put  the words into different  categories. 
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BEFORE READING / LISTENING 

1. TRUE / FALSE: Look at  t he ar t icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. A new Nobel Pr ize will be awarded t his year  for oddly - t it led books. T /  F 

b. The short listed books for t he odd t it le pr ize will be best sellers. T /  F 

c. Only books on non- fict ion can be considered for t he award. T /  F 

d. The j udges arenÕt  at  all interested in t he content  of  t he books. T /  F 

e. There is a very st rong contender for t his yearÕs t op pr ize. T /  F 

f.  The w inning aut hor receives one free bot t le of cham pagne.  T /  F 

g. A book indust ry expert  said he was em barrassed t o offer t he pr ize. T /  F 

h. The award is a sign t hat  linguist ic diversit y is in decline. T /  F 

2. SYNONYM MATCH: Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. lat t er blockbusters 

b. annually var iet y 

c. array keen 

d. best sellers select ion 

e. cr it erion range 

f. avid year ly 

g. crop prosper 

h. sym posium  last- m ent ioned 

i.  diversit y conference 

j .  flourish specif icat ion 

3. PHRASE MATCH: Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

a. The lat t er  lit erary  award has been  high for  the w inner 

b. The pr ize celebrates  current  front runner 

c. will get  t he wor ldÕs bookworm s  a jot  

d. the other  m ain  the odder t it les authors give 

e. the content  of t he book doesn' t  m at ter   cont inues to f lourish 

f.  this yearÕs crop  cr it erion in being short list ed 

g. There is no  given annually since 1978 

h. the stakes are  bizarre 

i.  I t  cont inues to celebrate the  holding their  breath 

j .  lit erary  diversit y  of odd t it les 
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WHILE READING / LISTENING 

GAP FILL: Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Voting opens on year’s oddest book title 

YouÕve heard of t he Nobel Prize for  Literat ure, but  have you 

heard of t he Diagram  Pr ize for t he Oddest  Tit le of t he Year? 

The ________ lit erary award has been given annually since 

1978 by  Brit ainÕs book indust ry m agazine The Bookseller .  

The prize celebrat es t he ________ t it les aut hors give to 

their  books. This yearÕs short list  has j ust  been announced, 

________ by publishers, booksellers and librar ians from  

across t he globe. The list  offers t he usual ________ of  

unlikely - t o-be best sellers, and again w ill get  t he worldÕs 

bookworm s ________ t heir breat h over  what  m ight  be 

between t he covers of  such ________. Apart  f rom  hav ing 

an odd t it le, t he ot her  m ain ________ in being short listed is 

that  t he book be non- f ict ion. Joel Rickert ,  deput y edit or of  

The Bookseller , t old t he BBC t hat :  " I t 's the only literary  

pr ize where t he content  of t he book doesn't  ________ a 

j ot .Ó 
 

  

ar ray 

odder 

cr iterion 

holding 

lat t er 

m at t er 

selected 

offerings 

 

So j ust  what  do ________ readers have to look forward t o 

from  t his yearÕs ________ of odd t it les? There is no current  

front runner , alt hough t he stakes are high for t he w inner ,  

who receives not hing ________ t han a free bot t le of  

cham pagne. This yearÕs nom inees include ÒTat t ooed 

Mount ain Wom en and Spoon Boxes of DaghestanÓ, for  

ocean ________ t hereÕs ÒProceedings of  the Eighteent h 

I nt ernat ional Seaweed Sym posium Ó and for  ________ in 

the USA and Canada, ÒThe St ray  Shopping Cart s of Eastern 

Nort h Am er ica:  A Guide to Field I dent ificat ionÓ. Mr.  Rickert  

is ________ t o offer  t he prize.  He said:  " I t  cont inues t o 

celebrate t he bizarre, t he st range, and t he sim ply odd. This 

year 's short list  shows t hat  ________ publishers cut t ing 

back  t heir lists,  literary diversit y cont inues to flourish."  All 

will be ________ in London on 13 April,  j ust  ahead of t he 

London Book Fair . 

  

lovers 

proud 

crop 

revealed 

avid 

shoppers 

despite 

less 
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LISTENING 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Voting opens on year’s oddest book title 

YouÕve _______________ Nobel Pr ize for Literat ure, but  have you heard of  

the Diagram  Pr ize for t he Oddest  Tit le of the Year? The _______________  

has been given annually since 1978 by Brit ainÕs book indust ry m agazine The 

Bookseller . The pr ize celebrat es _______________ aut hors give t o t heir  

books. This yearÕs short list  has j ust  been announced, selected by publishers,  

booksellers and librarians from  across t he globe. The list  offers 

_______________ unlikely - t o-be best sellers, and again w ill get  t he worldÕs 

bookworm s _______________ over what  m ight  be bet ween t he covers of  

such offerings. Apart  from  having an odd t it le,  t he ot her m ain cr iterion in 

being short listed is t hat  t he _______________. Joel Rickert ,  deputy  edit or of  

The Bookseller, t old t he BBC t hat :  " I t 's t he only literary pr ize where t he 

content  of t he book doesn't  _______________.Ó 
 

So j ust  what  do av id readers have t o look forward t o from  this yearÕs 

_______________? There is no current  f ront runner , alt hough t he 

_______________ for t he winner , who receives not hing less than a f ree 

bot t le of cham pagne. This yearÕs nom inees include ÒTat t ooed Mountain 

Wom en and Spoon Boxes of Daghest anÓ, _______________ t hereÕs 

ÒProceedings of  t he Eight eent h I nternat ional Seaweed Sym posium Ó and for  

shoppers in t he USA and Canada, ÒThe St ray Shopping Cart s of East ern Nort h 

Am erica:  A Guide to Field I dent if icat ionÓ. Mr. Rickert  is proud t o offer t he 

pr ize. He said:  " I t  cont inues to _______________, t he st range, and t he 

sim ply odd. This year 's short list  shows t hat  despite publishers cut t ing back  

their  list s, _______________ cont inues t o f lour ish."  All _______________ in 

London on 13 April, j ust  ahead of t he London Book Fair . 
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AFTER READING / LISTENING 

1. WORD SEARCH: Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to find 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
‘odd’ and ‘title’. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2. ARTICLE QUESTIONS: Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3. GAP FILL: I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv ity. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4. VOCABULARY: Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5. STUDENT “LITERATURE” SURVEY: I n pairs /  groups, write 
down quest ions about  literature, writers and literary prizes. 

¥ Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their 
answers. 

¥ Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your  
f indings. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6. TEST EACH OTHER: Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ heard 
¥ annually 
¥ selected 
¥ breath 
¥ criterion 
¥ m at ter 

¥ avid 
¥ less 
¥ lovers 
¥ proud 
¥ odd 
¥ revealed 
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DISCUSSION 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 
b)  What  do you think of having a prize for books with odd nam es? 
c)  Have you ever read a book with a st range nam e? 
d)  Are you a bookworm ? 
e)  Do you prefer fict ion or non- fict ion? 
f)  Are you interested in which book wins the m ore fam ous literary 

prizes? 
g)  What  do you feel when you walk into a bookshop or library? 
h)  Do you like reading bestsellers? 
i)  What  would be your criteria for judging an award-winning book? 
j )  Do you hold your breath wait ing for a winner to be announced? 

! --------------------------------------------------------------------- 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 
b)  Who is the m ost avid reader you know? 
c)  How long ago did you start  reading books in English? 
d)  Do you think a bot t le of cham pagne is a suitable prize to give 

the winning author of the m ost odd book t it le? 
e)  Which of the books m ent ioned in the art icle would you be m ost  

and least  interested in reading? 
f)  What  k ind of book would you like to write? 
g)  How im portant  is literature to you? 
h)  What  differences are there between books writ ten in English and 

those writ ten in your own language? 
i)  The first  award, given in 1978, went  to "Proceedings of the 

Second I nternat ional Workshop on Nude Mice". What do you 
think this book is about? 

j )  Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DISCUSSION: Join another partner /  group and tell them  
what  you talked about . 

a)  What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b)  Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c)  Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d)  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e)  Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 
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SPEAKING 

THE ODD BOOK TITLE AWARDS:  

Conduct  your  own class survey of t he Odd Book Tit le Awards. Ask  your  
classm ates whet her or not  t heyÕd want  t o read each book . 

The Nom inees Who wants (doesnÕt  want)  to 
read it  and why not  

Tat t ooed Mount ain Wom en and Spoon 
Boxes of Daghest an 

 

How Green Were t he Nazis?  

D. Di Mascio's Delicious I ce Cream :  D. Di 
Mascio of Covent ry - -  An I ce Cream  
Com pany of Repute, wit h an I nterest ing 
and Varied Fleet  of I ce Cream  Vans 

 

The St ray Shopping Cart s of East ern 
Nort h Am er ica:  A Guide to Field 
I dent ificat ion 

 

Proceedings of  t he Eight eent h 
I nt ernat ional Seaweed Sym posium  

 

Bet ter Never To Have Been:  The Harm  
of Com ing I nt o Ex istence 

 

Sit  down wit h a new part ner and discuss your  findings. Which book proved 
m ost / least  popular? 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT WORD: Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

Voting opens on year’s oddest book title 

YouÕve heard of t he Nobel Pr ize for  Literature, but  have you heard of  t he 
Diagram  Prize for t he Oddest  Tit le of t he Year? The (1)  ____ literary award 
has been given annually since 1978 by Br it ainÕs book (2)  ____ m agazine The 
Bookseller . The prize celebrat es t he odder t it les aut hors give t o t heir  books.  
This yearÕs short list  has j ust  been announced, selected by publishers,  
booksellers and librar ians from  across t he globe. The list  offers the usual (3)  
____ of unlikely - t o-be best sellers, and again w ill get  the wor ldÕs bookworm s 
holding t heir (4)  ____ over what  m ight  be bet ween t he covers of such 
offerings. Apart  f rom  hav ing an odd t it le, t he ot her m ain (5)  ____ in being 
short list ed is t hat  t he book be non- f ict ion. Joel Rickert , deputy edit or of The 
Bookseller , t old t he BBC t hat :  " I t 's t he only literary  prize where t he content  
of t he book doesn't  m at ter a (6)  ____.Ó 

So j ust  what  do (7)  ____ readers have t o look forward t o from  t his yearÕs 
crop of odd t it les? There is no current  front runner , alt hough t he (8)  ____ are 
high for t he winner , who receives not hing less t han a free bot t le of  
cham pagne. This yearÕs nom inees include ÒTat t ooed Mountain Wom en and 
Spoon Boxes of DaghestanÓ, for  ocean (9)  ____ t hereÕs ÒProceedings of t he 
Eighteent h I nternat ional Seaweed Sym posium Ó and for shoppers in t he USA 
and Canada, ÒThe St ray Shopping Cart s of  East ern Nort h Am er ica:  A Guide to 
Field I dent ificat ionÓ. Mr.  Rickert  is proud (10)  ____ offer t he pr ize. He said:  
" I t  cont inues t o celebrat e t he bizarre, t he st range, and t he (11)  ____ odd. 
This year's short list  shows t hat  despite publishers cut t ing back t heir list s,  
lit erary diversit y cont inues t o f lour ish."  (12)  ____ w ill be revealed in London 
on 13 April, j ust  ahead of  t he London Book Fair . 

1. (a)  lat t er (b)  let t er ( c)  lat er (d)  lat est  

2. (a)  indust ry (b)  indust rial ( c)  indust rious (d)  indust ries 

3. (a)  arises (b)  array ( c)  arrange (d)  arrears 

4. (a)  breath (b)  breathe ( c)  breathing (d)  breather 

5. (a)  cr it ic (b)  cr it t er ( c)  cr it erion (d)  cr it eria 

6. (a)  job (b)  jog ( c)  jot s (d)  jot  

7. (a)  m orbid (b)  cupid ( c)  avid (d)  rabid 

8. (a)  stocks (b)  stakes ( c)  st eaks (d)  stacks 

9. (a)  lovey-dovey (b)  lov ing ( c)  lovers (d)  love 

10. (a)  to (b)  of ( c)  at  (d)  in 

11. (a)  sim plify (b)  sim pleton ( c)  sim ple (d)  sim ply 

12. (a)  Call ( b)  All ( c)  Ball ( d)  Hall 
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HOMEWORK 

1. VOCABULARY EXTENSION: Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2. INTERNET: Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about 
the Nobel Prize for Literature. Talk about  what you discover with your 
partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3. LITERATURE POSTER: Make a poster about  your favourite 
books and writers. Show your poster to your class in the next  lesson. 
Vote on the best  one(s) . 

4. MAGAZINE ARTICLE: Write a m agazine art icle about  the 
im portance of reading. Read what you wrote to your classm ates in the 
next  lesson. Which art icle was best  and why? 

5. LETTER: You are a bookworm . Write a let ter to the judges of the 
Diagram  Prize for the Oddest  Tit le of the Year. Tell them what  you 
think of the nom inees. Give them  advice on which book should win and 
why. Ask them three quest ions. Read your let ter to your partner(s)  in 
your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. 
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ANSWERS 
TRUE / FALSE: 

a. F b. F c. T d. T e. F f. T g. F h.  F 

SYNONYM MATCH: 

a. lat ter  last- me nt ioned 

b. annually year ly  

c. array range  

d. best sellers blockbusters  

e. cr it er ion specif icat ion 

f. avid keen  

g. crop select ion  

h. sym posium  conference  

i. diversit y var iety  

j . flour ish prosper   

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. The lat ter  lit erary award has been  given annually since 1978 

b. The pr ize celebrates  the odder t it les aut hors give  

c. will get  t he worldÕs bookworm s  holding their  breat h  

d. the other m ain  cr it er ion in being short listed  

e. the content  of the book doesn't  m at ter  a j ot   

f. t his yearÕs crop  of odd t it les  

g. There is no  current  front runner  

h. the stakes are  high for t he winner  

i. I t  cont inues t o celebrat e the  bizarre  

j . lit erary  diversit y  cont inues to f lour ish  

GAP FILL: 

Voting opens on year’s oddest book title 
YouÕve heard of th e Nobel Prize for Lite ratu re, but have you heard of th e Diagram Prize for  th e Oddest  
Titl e of th e Year? The latter lite rary awa rd has been given annually  since 1978 by Brita inÕs book industr y 
magazine The Bookseller. The prize celebrate s th e odder ti tl es auth ors give to  th eir books. This yearÕs 
shortl ist has just been announced, selected by publishers, booksellers and librarians from across th e 
globe. The list offers th e usual array of unlikely- to -be bestsellers, and again wi ll get th e worldÕs 
bookwo rms holding t heir breath  over wh at m ight be betw een th e covers of such offerings. Apart from  
having an odd ti tl e, th e oth er main criterion in being shortl iste d is th at th e book be non- ficti on. Joel 
Rickert, deputy  edito r of The Bookseller, to ld th e BBC th at:  " I t' s th e only lite rary prize wh ere th e conte nt  
of th e book doesn't matter a jot. Ó 

So just wh at do avid readers have t o look forwa rd to  from th is yearÕs crop of odd ti tl es? There is no 
current frontr unner, alth ough th e sta kes are high for th e wi nner, wh o receives noth ing less th an a free 
bottl e of champagne. This yearÕs nom inees include ÒTatto oed Mounta in Women and Spoon Boxes of 
Daghesta nÓ, for ocean lovers th ereÕs ÒProceedings of th e Eighte enth  I nte rnati onal Seawe ed SymposiumÓ 
and for shoppers in th e USA and Canada, ÒThe Str ay Shopping Carts  of Easte rn North  America:  A Guide 
to  Field I denti f icati onÓ. Mr. Rickert is proud to  offer th e prize. He said:  " I t conti nues to  celebrate  th e 
bizarre, th e str ange, and th e simply odd. This year's shortl ist shows th at despite publishers cut ti ng back  
th eir list s, lite rary diversity  conti nues t o f lourish."  All wi ll be revealed in London on 13 April, just  ahead of  
th e London Book Fair. 
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