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THE ARTI CLE 

Ch in aÕs r ad i cal  n ew  p r o per t y  law s 

The Chinese governm ent  is set  to int roduce a highly cont roversial 

law designed to protect  private property. The news is welcom ed by 

ChinaÕs increasingly affluent  m iddle class, but  has sent  r ipples of 

disapproval am ong the m ajorit y of the count ryÕs rural and urban 

poor. The proposed law shows how far China has m oved away from  

it s st r ict ly comm unist  agenda of the twent ieth century. Beij ing 

lawm akers sounded m ore like Am erican at torneys on Thursday as 

they stated that  legal safeguards were necessary to protect  personal 

wealth. Wang Zhaoguo, vice chairm an of the nat ional legislature 

st ressed the im portance of the new m easures:  ÒAs the econom y 

reform s and opens up, people's living standards have im proved. 

They urgent ly require effect ive protect ion of their own lawful 

property, accum ulated through their own enterprise and hard work.Ó 

There are m any influent ial opponents of the bill who say it  bet rays 

ChinaÕs socialist  principles. Professor Gong Xiant ian from  the Beij ing 

Universit y called it  unconst itut ional, on the grounds that  it  

cont ravened the Chinese const itut ion, which st ipulates:  "Socialist  

public property is sacred and inviolable" . He at tacked the bill for 

being heavily biased in favour of a sm all m inorit y of wealthy people. 

He said lawm akers had becom e vict im s of globalizat ion and 

predicted the capitalist  nature of the new laws would lead the 

count ry down a dangerous path. Greedy local off icials have already 

seized thousands of houses and farm land from  the poor, hoping to 

cash in on the new property boom . This has left  an increasing 

num ber of dispossessed and discontented poor who m ight  one day 

com e back to haunt  the property developers. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . GOOGLE CHI NA:  Brainstorm  different  t hem es about  China. Each group  
of student s takes a them e.  Alone,  each student  walks around the classroom  and  
gathers inform at ion about  t heir  them e from  other  student s (who are Google search 
engines) . Students sit  according to t heir  t hem e and share t heir  inform at ion.  Students 
then break out  and tell student s in other  groups what  they found out . 

2 . CHAT :  I n pairs /  groups, decide which of these topics or words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

Chinese governm ent  /  cont roversial laws /  pr ivate property  /  m iddle classes /  
liv ing standards /  socialism  /  globalizat ion /  greedy people /  property  boom s 

Have a chat  about  the topics you liked.  For  m ore conversat ion,  change topics and  
part ners frequent ly. 

3 . PRI VAT E PROPERTY:  With your part ner( s) ,  discuss the m erits of  
buying t he following k inds of property .  Which three would you consider  buy ing? 
Which three would you never consider  buying? 

¥ a luxur ious jungle hideaway 
¥ a 78th floor st udio in Siberia 
¥ a houseboat  in London 
¥ a Japanese cast le 

¥ a palace in Saudi Arabia 
¥ a sm all cot tage in a Sydney suburb 
¥ a converted lighthouse on Sum at ra 
¥ a norm al house in Rio de Janeiro 

4 . MI NI  CHI NA ROLE PLAY S:  Walk around the classroom. When your 
teacher claps his/ her hands, becom e one of the roles wr it t en on the board and greet  
a par tner.  Talk  about  the future of China,  your count ry. 

farm er       m iddle class       property  developer       factory worker  
local governm ent  official       com m unist  part y  m em ber       builder      t eacher 

5 . TW O- MI N UTE DEBAT ES:  Have these fun debates w ith your partners. 
Students A agree with the f irst  argum ent ;  students B,  t he second. Change par tners 
and t opics every two m inutes. 

a. Capitalism  is best . Vs.  Com m unism  is best . 
b. China will over take t he USA.  Vs.  The US will always be st ronger than China. 
c.  Everyone should be give a house.  Vs.  People m ust  buy their  own hom e. 
d. Com m unism  will collapse in China.  Vs.  China will always be com m unist . 
e.  Propert y developers are good people.  Vs.  Property  developers are bad people. 
f.  ChinaÕs poor should protest .  Vs.  ChinaÕs poor should work to becom e rich. 

6 . PROPERTY:  Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of the different  words you  
associate w ith propert y.  Share your words with your  partner( s)  and talk  about  t hem .  
Together,  put  the words into d ifferent  categories. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  t he ar t icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. China will soon pass laws t hat  im pose a ban on pr ivat e property . T /  F 

b. The m ajorit y of ChinaÕs poor are happy with the new m easures. T /  F 

c. Chinese lawm akers asked US lawyers t o m ake t he new safeguards. T /  F 

d. A top Chinese off icial st ressed ent erpr ise needed t o be protected. T /  F 

e. A Chinese professor said t he new law was unconst it ut ional. T /  F 

f.  The new bill is heav ily weighted in favour of  the poor .  T /  F 

g. Greedy of ficials have taken away farm land t o f ill t heir own pockets. T /  F 

h. Large num bers of  Chinese property developers are seeing ghost s. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. cont roversial never t o be broken 

b. aff luent  init iat ive 

c. at torneys double-crosses 

d. accum ulated wealthy 

e. enterprise specif ies 

f.  bet rays disputed 

g. cont ravened torm ent  

h. st ipulates built  up 

i.  inv iolable broke 

j .  haunt  lawyers 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

a. The Chinese governm ent  is set  of globalizat ion 

b. has sent  r ipples  enterprise and hard work 

c. China has m oved away from   opponents of the bill 

d. legal safeguards were that  it  cont ravened É  

e. accum ulated t hrough their  own  it s st r ict ly com m unist  agenda 

f. There are m any influent ial  in favour of a sm all m inor it y 

g. on the grounds  to int roduce a highly  cont roversial law 

h. heavily  biased  necessary to protect  personal wealt h 

i.  lawm akers had becom e v ict im s  to haunt  the property  developers 

j .  com e back  of disapproval 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Ch in aÕs r ad ica l  n ew  p r op er t y  law s 

The Chinese governm ent  is ________ t o int roduce a highly  

cont roversial law designed t o prot ect  private property. The 

news is welcom ed by ChinaÕs increasingly ________ m iddle 

class, but  has sent  ________ of disapproval am ong t he 

m ajor it y of  t he count ryÕs rural and urban poor.  The 

proposed law shows how far China has m oved away from  it s 

st r ict ly com m unist  ________ of the twent iet h cent ury .  

Beij ing lawm akers sounded m ore like Am erican ________ 

on Thursday as they stated t hat  legal safeguards were 

necessary t o protect  personal wealt h. Wang Zhaoguo, v ice 

chairm an of t he nat ional legislat ure st ressed t he im port ance 

of  t he new ________:  ÒAs t he econom y reform s and opens 

up, people's liv ing st andards have im proved. They  urgent ly  

require ________ protect ion of t heir own lawful property ,  

accum ulated t hrough t heir own ________ and hard work .Ó 

 

  

agenda 

effect ive 

affluent  

m easures 

at torneys 

set  

ent erpr ise 

r ipples 

 

There are m any  ________ opponent s of t he bill who say  it  

bet rays ChinaÕs socialist  pr inciples.  Professor  Gong Xiant ian 

from  t he Beij ing Universit y called it  unconst it ut ional, on t he 

________ t hat  it  cont ravened t he Chinese const it ut ion,  

which st ipulates:  "Socialist  public property is ________ and 

inviolable" . He at tacked t he bill for being heav ily ________ 

in favour of a sm all m inorit y of wealt hy people. He said 

lawm akers had becom e ________ of  globalizat ion and 

predict ed t he capit alist  nat ure of  t he new laws would lead 

the count ry down a dangerous pat h. ________ local off icials 

have already seized t housands of houses and farm land from  

the poor , hoping t o ________ in on t he new property  boom . 

This has left  an increasing num ber of dispossessed and 

discontented poor  who m ight  one day  com e back t o 

________ t he property developers. 

  

v ict im s 

sacred 

haunt  

gr ounds 

gr eedy 

cash 

influent ial 

biased 
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Ch in aÕs r ad ica l  n ew  p r op er t y  law s 

The Chinese governm ent  _____________________ a highly cont roversial 

law designed t o protect  pr ivat e property . The news is welcom ed by ChinaÕs 

_____________________ m iddle class, but  has sent  

_____________________ am ong t he m ajor it y of t he count ryÕs rural and 

urban poor.  The proposed law shows how far China has m oved away from  it s 

_____________________ of t he t went ieth cent ury . Beij ing lawm akers 

sounded m ore like Am er ican at t orneys on Thursday as t hey stated t hat  legal 

safeguards were necessary  t o prot ect  personal wealt h.  Wang Zhaoguo, v ice 

chairm an of  t he _____________________ st ressed t he im portance of  t he 

new m easures:  ÒAs t he econom y reform s and opens up, people's liv ing 

standards have im proved. They urgent ly  _____________________ of  t heir  

own lawful property , accum ulated t hrough t heir own ent erpr ise and hard 

work .Ó 
 

There are m any  _____________________ the bill who say it  bet rays ChinaÕs 

socialist  pr inciples.  Professor  Gong Xiant ian from  t he Beij ing Universit y  called 

it  unconst it ut ional, _____________________ it  cont ravened the Chinese 

const it ut ion,  which st ipulat es:  "Socialist  public proper ty  

_____________________" . He at tacked t he bill for being 

________________________________ a sm all m inor it y of wealt hy people.  

He said lawm akers had becom e vict im s of globalizat ion and predict ed t he 

capitalist  nat ure of the new laws would lead the count ry down a dangerous 

pat h. Greedy local off icials have already seized thousands of houses and 

farm land from  t he poor , _____________________ t he new property  boom . 

This has left  an increasing num ber of dispossessed and discont ented poor  

who m ight  one day _____________________ the property developers. 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to find 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôp r iv at eÕ and Ôp r op er t y Õ. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . ARTI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv ity. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . STUDENT ÒPRI VAT E PROPERTYÓ SURVEY:  I n pairs /  
groups, write down quest ions about hom e ownership. 

¥ Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their 
answers. 

¥ Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your  
f indings. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ set  
¥ aff luent  
¥ agenda 
¥ at torneys 
¥ opens up 
¥ accum ulated 

¥ bet rays 
¥ grounds 
¥ heavily 
¥ path 
¥ cash 
¥ haunt  
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 
b)  Are you surprised China is shedding it s com m unist  skin? 
c)  Do you think China will be like the USA one day? 
d)  What  do you think the poor people should do? 
e)  What  would happen to the world if there was another com munist  

revolut ion in China? 
f)  What  happens when the rich get  r icher and the poor get  poorer? 
g)  Do you think itÕs necessary for China to have the legal 

safeguards to protect  private property? 
h)  What  effect  do you think property developers have on an 

econom y? 
i)  Do you like ChinaÕs new direct ion, or do you prefer China of old? 
j )  Do you think China is only protect ing the rich? 

! --------------------------------------------------------------------- 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 
b)  Does the new law bet ray ChinaÕs socialist  principles? 
c)  Do legislators in your count ry pass unconst itut ional laws? 
d)  Do you think globalizat ion is good for China? 
e)  What  k ind of dangerous path m ight  China be going down? 
f)  What  do you think of greedy officials cashing in on poor farm ers? 
g)  What  exam ples of greed do you see in your count ry? 
h)  Would you cash in on property boom s and invest  in property? 
i)  How im portant  is hom e ownership to you? 
j )  Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  
what  you talked about . 

a)  What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b)  Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c)  Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d)  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e)  Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 
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SPEAKI NG 

ROLE PLAY :   

A discussion between different  people affected by the new propert y  laws. 

Team  up wit h classm ates who have t he sam e role as you. Develop your roles and 
discuss ideas and Òst rategiesÓ before the role p lay begins.  I nt roduce yourself to t he 
other role p layers. Discuss your roles aft er  the role p lay ends. 

Role A Ð Local off icial 

Many years ago, your fam ily owned the farm land in your area. I t  
was shared am ong farm ers last  century. You want  to take it  all back 
and develop it . I t  is yours. The farm ers can rent  houses from  you. 

-  Think of m ore reasons why you should develop the property.  

Role B Ð Governm ent leader 

The world is changing very quickly. China is set  to become the 
st rongest  econom y. The only way to safeguard this progress is by 
protect ing private property to encourage and reward enterprise. Too 
m any people were poor under com munism . 

-  Think of m ore reasons why the property laws are necessary.  

Role C Ð Poor farm er 

Running your farm  is the only way you can eat . I f it  is taken away, 
your family will starve. You do not  want to m ove thousands of m iles 
to a city. The governm ent  should protect  and provide for you. 
Globalizat ion is dest roying the t radit ional Chinese way of life. You 
think there will be another revolut ion in the next  ten years. 

-  Think of m ore reasons why China should not  change. 

Role D Ð Business person 

You have put  a lot  of work into m aking your business successful. 
You are not  so r ich but  you can afford to buy a house. You think 
hom e ownership is a great  reward for your labour. You think all 
Chinese people should t ry and buy a house. 

-  Think of m ore reasons why China should change. 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

Chi n aÕs r ad ica l  ne w  p r op er t y  law s 

The Chinese governm ent  is (1)  ____ t o int roduce a highly cont roversial law 
designed t o protect  pr ivat e property . The news is (2)  ____ by ChinaÕs 
increasingly affluent  m iddle class,  but  has sent  r ipples of  disapproval am ong 
the m ajorit y of t he count ryÕs rural and urban (3)  ____. The proposed law 
shows how far China has m oved away from  it s st r ict ly  com m unist  agenda of  
the twent iet h cent ury . Beij ing lawm akers sounded m ore like Am er ican 
at torneys on Thursday as t hey st ated t hat  legal ( 4)  ____ were necessary t o 
protect  personal wealt h. Wang Zhaoguo, v ice chairm an of t he nat ional 
legislat ure st ressed t he im port ance of t he new (5)  ____:  ÒAs t he econom y 
reform s and opens up, people's liv ing standards have im proved. They  
urgent ly require effect ive protect ion of their own lawful propert y ,  
accum ulated t hrough t heir own (6)  ____ and hard work .Ó 

There are m any inf luent ial opponent s of t he bill who say it  (7)  ____ ChinaÕs 
socialist  pr inciples.  Professor  Gong Xiant ian from  t he Beij ing Universit y  called 
it  unconst it ut ional,  on t he (8)  ____ t hat  it  cont ravened t he Chinese 
const it ut ion,  which st ipulates:  "Socialist  public property is sacred and 
inviolable" .  He at tacked t he bill for being heav ily (9)  ____ in favour of  a 
sm all m inor it y of wealt hy  people.  He said lawm akers had becom e v ict im s of  
globalizat ion and predicted t he capitalist  nat ure of t he new laws would lead 
the count ry down a dangerous pat h. (10)  ____ local off icials have already  
seized t housands of houses and farm land from  t he poor , hoping t o cash in 
(11)  ____ t he new property boom . This has (12)  ____ an increasing num ber  
of dispossessed and discont ented poor who m ight  one day  com e back  t o 
haunt  t he proper ty developers. 

1. (a)  set t le (b)  set s ( c)  set t ing (d)  set  

2. (a)  welcom ed (b)  welcom e (c)  welcom ing (d)  welcom es 

3. (a)  the poor (b)  poor ly ( c)  poor (d)  povert y 

4. (a)  guard dogs (b)  guards ( c)  safeguards (d)  guardians 

5. (a)  m easures (b)  m easure ( c)  m easured (d)  m easurem ents 

6. (a)  ent ry (b)  enterprise ( c)  ent repreneur (d)  enterprising 

7. (a)  t raitor (b)  bet rays ( c)  bet rayal (d)  bet ray 

8. (a)  fields (b)  carpets ( c)  floors (d)  grounds 

9. (a)  biased (b)  bias ( c)  unbiased (d)  basted 

10. (a)  The greedy (b)  Greedily ( c)  Greed (d)  Greedy 

11. (a)  busy (b)  on ( c)  in (d)  an 

12. (a)  left  (b)  leave ( c)  right  (d)  righted 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about 
the new property laws in China and the discussions that  surround 
them . Talk about  what  you discover with your partner(s)  in the next  
lesson. 

3 . CHI NA POSTER:  Make a poster showing different  aspects of 
the changes taking place in China. Show your poster to your class in 
the next  lesson. Vote on the best  one(s) . 

4 . MAG AZI NE AR TI CLE:  Write a m agazine art icle about  the 
im pact  of globalizat ion on the average Chinese person. I s it  good or 
bad? Read what you wrote to your classm ates in the next  lesson. 
Which art icle was best  and why? 

5 . LETTER:  You are a poor Chinese farm er. Write a let ter to the 
authorit ies. Tell them what  you think of the new property laws that  
protect  r ich people. Give them  three warnings of what  m ight  happen to 
China in the future. Ask them  three quest ions. Read your let ter to your 
partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your 
quest ions. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. F c. F d. T e. T f. F g. T h.  F 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

a. cont roversial disputed 

b. affluent  wealthy 

c. at torneys lawyers  

d. accum ulated built  up 

e. enterpr ise init iat ive 

f. bet rays double-crosses  

g. cont ravened broke  

h. st ipulat es specif ies 

i. inviolable never to be broken  

j . haunt  torme nt   

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. The Chinese governm ent  is set  to int roduce a highly cont roversial law 

b. has sent  r ipples  of disapproval  

c. China has m oved away from   it s st r ict ly com mu nist  agenda  

d. legal safeguards were necessary to protect  personal wealth  

e. accum ulated through t heir  own  enterpr ise and hard work  

f. There are m any influent ial  opponents of  the bill  

g. on the grounds  that  it  cont ravened É  

h. heavily biased  in favour of a sma ll m inor it y   

i. lawma kers had become  vict im s  of globalizat ion  

j . come  back  to haunt  t he property developers  

GAP FI LL:  

Ch i n aÕs r ad i cal  n ew  p r op er t y  l aw s 
The Chinese government is set  t o intr oduce a highly contr oversial law designed to  prote ct private  
property . The news is we lcomed by ChinaÕs increasingly a f f lu en t  m iddle class, but has sent r ip p les of  
disapproval among th e majority  of th e countr yÕs rural and urban poor. The proposed law shows how far 
China has moved awa y from its  str ictl y  com munist ag en d a of th e twe nti eth  centu ry. Beij ing lawm akers 
sounded more like American at t o r n eys on Thursday as th ey sta te d th at legal safeguards we re necessary 
to  prote ct personal we alth . Wang Zhaoguo, v ice chairman of th e nati onal legislatu re str essed th e 
importa nce of th e new m easu r es:  ÒAs th e economy reforms and opens up, people's liv ing sta ndards have 
improved. They urgentl y  require ef f ect i ve prote cti on of th eir own  lawf ul property , accumulate d th rough 
th eir own  en t er p r ise and hard wo rk.Ó 

There are many in f lu en t ia l  opponent s of th e bill wh o say it betr ays ChinaÕs socialist pr inciples. Professor  
Gong Xianti an from th e Beij ing University  called it unconsti tu ti onal, on th e g r o u n d s th at it contr avened 
th e Chinese const itu ti on, wh ich st ipulate s:  "Socialist public property  is sacr ed  and inv iolable". He atta cked 
th e bill for being heavily  b iased  in favour of a small m inor ity  of we alth y people. He said lawm akers had 
become v i ct im s of globalizati on and predicte d th e capita list natu re of th e new laws wo uld lead th e 
countr y down  a dangerous path . Gr eed y  local off icials have already seized th ousands of houses and 
farm land from th e poor, hoping to  cash  in on th e new property  boom. This has left an increasing number  
of dispossessed and disconte nte d poor wh o m ight one day come back to  h au n t  th e property  developers. 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - d 2 - a 3 - c 4 -c 5 - a 6 -b 7 - b 8 -d 9 -a 10 - d 11 -b 12 - a 
 


