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THE ARTI CLE 

UN w ar n s o f  d ead ly  f ak e  m ed icin e 

The United Nat ions has sent out  a warning that  up to f ift y per cent  

of prescript ion medicines sold in developing world pharm acies are 

fake. A report  from  the I nternat ional Narcot ics Cont rol Board, the 

UN drugs watchdog, said fake m edicines are flooding into poorer  

count ries. I t  stated that  the consequences of people taking these 

drugs can be deadly. I t  also warned that  the t rade in fake 

prescript ion drugs m ay soon overtake the t rade in illegal drugs. 

Many of the resources of the worldÕs law enforcem ent  agencies are 

focused on hard drugs like heroin and cocaine. The UN suggests a 

refocus so that  poor nat ions can fight  the t rade in counterfeit  

prescript ion drugs. The biggest  problem  for developing count ries is 

that  their laws are too old to cont rol the flood, especially for sales 

over the I nternet  and those delivered by m ail. 

The UN warns that  m any people will die as a result  of taking the 

fake drugs. The counterfeiters very cleverly copy the details on the 

packaging and labelling of the m edicine and ensure all tablets and 

pills look ident ical to the real thing. However, the fake m edicine is 

often a dangerous cocktail of chem icals that  can kill or cause serious 

injury. The UNÕs report  said the fake drugs, Òexpose pat ients to 

serious health r isks by providing access toÉ medicines that  are 

ineffect ive, substandard and, in som e cases, even lethal.Ó The UNÕs 

Philip Em afo said:  "Gains over the past  years in internat ional drug 

cont rol m ay be seriously undermined by this om inous developm ent  

if it  rem ains unchecked". He warned that  m any discount  m edicines 

in stores or online often seem  to be authent ic but  turn out  to be 

m ade from  recipes posted on the Web. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . MEDI CI NE:  Walk around t he class and ask other  st udent s about  their  
health and t he different  k inds of m edicine they have taken in t heir  lives.  Do all  
student s believe the m edicine they take w ill be good for t hem ? Change partners 
oft en and share your inform at ion. 

2 . CHAT :  I n pairs /  groups, decide which of these topics or words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

The UN /  m edicine /  pharm acies /  fake goods /  illegal drugs /  developing 
count ries /  counterfeit ers /  m edicine labels /  ser ious in jury  /  online shopping 

Have a chat  about  the topics you liked.  For  m ore conversat ion,  change topics and  
part ners frequent ly. 

3 . REMEDI ES:  With your par tner(s) ,  talk about  your feelings towards these 
rem edies.  Which do you t rust  and which do you not  t rust?  Rank them  in your order  
of preference.  Show your rank ing to your partner(s)  and talk  about  it .  

¥ prescript ion m edicines 
¥ over- the- counter m edicines 
¥ herbal m edicines 
¥ arom atherapy 

¥ hypnosis 
¥ acupuncture 
¥ let  nature take it s course 
¥ surgery 

4 . SENTEN CE STARTERS:  Com plete these sentence start ers Ð they are 
taken from  the ar t icle you will read.  Show them  to your part ner( s) .  What  is t he story  
behind them ? Change part ners and share stor ies. 

a)  The UN has sent  out  a warning that  ________________________________. 
b)  The t rade in fake prescr ipt ion drugs ________________________________. 
c)  The biggest  problem  for  developing count r ies is _______________________. 
d)  Counter feit ers cleverly copy ______________________________________. 
e)  Fake drugs ____________________________________________________. 
f)  Discount  m edicines sold online ____________________________________. 

5 . COUNTERFEI T:  Look at  the table.  With your partner( s) , talk  about  which  
things you would buy/ use. Change par tners oft en and share your findings. 

¥ counterfeit  m edicine 
¥ counterfeit  m oney 
¥ pirated software 

¥ fake designer goods 
¥ pirated CDs 
¥ counterfeit  ar t  

6 . MEDI CI NE:  Spend one m inute wr it ing down all of the different  words you  
associate w it h m edicine. Share your words w ith your part ner( s)  and talk about  them . 
Together,  put  the words into d ifferent  categories. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  t he ar t icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Fift y percent  of prescript ion drugs in poor count r ies m ay be fake. T /  F 

b. Som e m edicines are causing f loods in som e developing count r ies. T /  F 

c. The worldÕs police forces are not  ready t o deal w it h t his problem . T /  F 

d. The sale of prescript ion drugs over t he I nternet  is not  a problem . T /  F 

e. I t  is very easy t o ident ify  t he boxes and labels of t he fake drugs. T /  F 

f.  A UN report  said t hese drugs m ust  not  be t aken wit h cockt ails.  T /  F 

g. The UN report  says t hat  t he fake drugs can prove to be let hal. T /  F 

h. The recipes for m any fake m edicines can be found on t he Web. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. sent  out  useless 

b. fake lethal 

c. watchdog not  cont rolled 

d. deadly counterfeit  

e. flood exact ly the sam e 

f. ident ical weakened 

g. ineffect ive issued 

h. underm ined deluge 

i.  unchecked genuine 

j .  authent ic m onitor 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

a. The Unit ed Nat ions has sent   and labelling 

b. the UN drugs  in illegal drugs 

c. fake m edicines are f looding  years in int ernat ional drug cont rol 

d. overtake the t rade  result  of taking the fake drugs 

e. fight  the t rade in  into poorer  count ries 

f.  m any people w ill d ie as a  out  a warning 

g. copy the details on the packaging  seem  to be authent ic 

h. a dangerous cocktail  watchdog 

i.  Gains over  the past   counterfeit  prescr ipt ion drugs 

j .  m edicines in stores or  online often  of chem icals 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

UN w ar n s o f  d ead ly  f ak e m ed icin e 

The Unit ed Nat ions has sent  out  a ________ that  up to fift y  

per  cent  of prescr ipt ion m edicines sold in developing world 

pharm acies are fake. A report  from  t he I nternat ional 

Narcot ics Cont rol Board, the UN drugs ________, said fake 

m edicines are flooding int o poorer count r ies. I t  stated t hat  

the consequences of people taking t hese drugs can be 

________. I t  also warned t hat  t he t rade in fake prescript ion 

drugs m ay soon ________ t he t rade in illegal drugs. Many  

of t he resources of t he wor ldÕs ________ enforcem ent  

agencies are focused on ________ drugs like heroin and 

cocaine. The UN suggest s a refocus so t hat  poor nat ions can 

fight  t he t rade in counterfeit  prescr ipt ion drugs. The biggest  

problem  for developing count r ies is t hat  t heir  laws are t oo 

old t o ________ t he ________, especially for sales over t he 

I nt ernet  and t hose delivered by m ail. 

  

law 

overtake 

wat chdog 

hard 

warning 

flood 

cont rol 

deadly 

 

The UN warns t hat  m any people w ill die as a ________ of  

taking t he fake drugs. The counterfeit ers very ________ 

copy  t he det ails on t he packaging and labelling of t he 

m edicine and ensure all tablet s and pills look ________ to 

the real t hing. However , t he fake m edicine is often a 

dangerous cocktail of chem icals t hat  can kill or ________ 

serious inj ury . The UNÕs report  said t he fake drugs, 

Ò________ pat ient s t o serious healt h r isks by providing 

access t oÉ m edicines t hat  are inef fect ive, subst andard and, 

in som e cases, even ________.Ó The UNÕs Philip Em afo 

said:  "Gains over t he past  years in internat ional drug 

cont rol m ay be ser iously underm ined by this om inous 

developm ent  if it  rem ains unchecked" . He warned t hat  

m any ________ m edicines in st ores or  online of ten seem  t o 

be aut hent ic but  turn out  to be m ade from  ________ 

post ed on t he Web. 

  

expose 

ident ical 

cause 

result  

recipes 

discount  

cleverly 

let hal 
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LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

UN w ar n s o f  d ead ly  f ak e m ed icin e 

The Unit ed Nat ions ___________________ warning t hat  up to f ift y  per cent  

of prescript ion m edicines sold in developing world pharm acies are fake. A 

report  f rom  t he I nternat ional Narcot ics Cont rol Board, t he UN drugs 

wat chdog, said fake m edicines ___________________ poorer count r ies. I t  

stated t hat  t he consequences of people ___________________ deadly. I t  

also warned t hat  t he t rade in fake prescript ion drugs m ay soon overt ake t he 

t rade in illegal drugs. Many  of t he resources of t he wor ldÕs law enforcem ent  

agencies ___________________ drugs like heroin and cocaine. The UN 

suggest s a refocus so t hat  poor nat ions can f ight  t he t rade in counterfeit  

prescript ion drugs. The biggest  problem  for  developing count r ies is t hat  t heir  

___________________ cont rol t he flood, especially for sales over  t he 

I nt ernet  and t hose delivered by m ail. 

The UN warns t hat  m any people w ill ___________________ t ak ing t he fake 

drugs. The count erfeit ers ___________________ details on t he packaging 

and labelling of  t he m edicine and ensure all t ablet s and pills look  ident ical t o 

the real t hing. However , t he fake m edicine is oft en a dangerous cockt ail of  

chem icals ___________________ ser ious inj ury . The UNÕs report  said t he 

fake drugs, Òexpose pat ients t o serious healt h r isks by prov iding access 

toÉ m edicines t hat  are ineffect ive, substandard ___________________ 

let hal.Ó The UNÕs Philip Em afo said:  "Gains over  t he past  years in 

internat ional drug ___________________ underm ined by t his om inous 

developm ent  if it  rem ains unchecked" . He warned t hat  m any discount  

m edicines in st ores or online ___________________ aut hent ic but  t urn out  

to be m ade from  recipes posted on t he Web. 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to find 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôf ak eÕ and Ôd r u g sÕ. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . ARTI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv ity. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . STUDENT ÒME DI CI NEÓ SURVEY:  I n pairs /  groups, write 
down quest ions about  m edicines and the t rade in fake drugs. 

¥ Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their 
answers. 

¥ Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your  
f indings. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ sent  out  
¥ watchdog 
¥ flooding 
¥ resources 
¥ biggest  
¥ m ail 

¥ result  
¥ ident ical 
¥ cocktail 
¥ lethal 
¥ gains 
¥ recipes 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 
b)  What  do you think of the counterfeiters? 
c)  Do you ever worry the m edicine you take m ight  cause you m ore 

harm  than good? 
d)  Do you think the UNÕs drugs watchdog is effect ive? 
e)  What  can people in developing count ries do to protect  

them selves against  fake drugs? 
f)  Do you think law enforcem ent agencies will ever be able to stop 

the t rade in illegal and fake prescript ion drugs? 
g)  What  k ind of help should r ich count ries give to poor count ries? 
h)  What  k ind of punishm ent  do you think the counterfeiters should 

receive? 
i)  Would you ever buy medicine over the Internet? 
j )  Do you think there m ight  be fake drugs in your local pharm acy? 

✄--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 
b)  When was the last  t im e you took m edicine? 
c)  What  can m edicine com panies to m ake it  m ore diff icult  for 

counterfeiters to copy their drugs? 
d)  Will you think twice the next  t im e your doctor gives you a 

prescript ion? 
e)  What  can the UN do to f ight  this problem ? 
f)  What  can you do to help f ight  this problem ? 
g)  Are you surprised that  the recipes for many m edicines are on the 

Web? 
h)  What  quest ion would you like to ask a counterfeiter? 
i)  What  do you think the counterfeiterÕs answer would be? 
j )  Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  
what  you talked about . 

a)  What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b)  Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c)  Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d)  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e)  Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

UN w ar ns  o f  d ead ly  f ak e m ed icine  

The United Nat ions has (1)  ____ out  a warning t hat  up t o fift y  per  cent  of  
prescript ion m edicines (2)  ____ in developing wor ld pharm acies are fake. A 
report  f rom  t he I nternat ional Narcot ics Cont rol Board, t he UN drugs  
(3)  ____, said fake m edicines are f looding int o poorer count r ies. I t  st ated 
that  the consequences of people tak ing t hese drugs can be deadly . I t  also 
warned t hat  t he t rade in fake prescript ion drugs m ay soon (4)  ____ t he t rade 
in illegal drugs. Many  of t he resources of t he wor ldÕs law enforcem ent  
agencies are focused on (5)  ____ drugs like heroin and cocaine. The UN 
suggest s a refocus so t hat  poor nat ions can f ight  t he t rade in counterfeit  
prescript ion drugs. The biggest  problem  for  developing count r ies is t hat  t heir  
laws are t oo old to cont rol t he f lood, (6)  ____ for sales over  t he I nternet  and 
those delivered by m ail. 

The UN warns t hat  m any  people will die as a (7)  ____ of  t aking t he fake 
drugs. The counterfeiters very (8)  ____ copy  t he details on t he packaging 
and labelling of  t he m edicine and ensure all t ablet s and pills look  ident ical t o 
the real t hing. However , t he fake m edicine is oft en a dangerous cockt ail of  
chem icals t hat  can k ill or  cause (9)  ____ inj ury.  The UNÕs report  said t he fake 
drugs, Òexpose pat ient s t o ser ious healt h r isks by prov iding access 
toÉ m edicines t hat  are inef fect ive,  subst andard and, in som e (10)  ____, even 
let hal.Ó The UNÕs Philip Em afo said:  " (11)  ____ over t he past  years in 
internat ional drug cont rol m ay be seriously underm ined by t his om inous 
developm ent  if it  rem ains unchecked" . He warned t hat  m any discount  
m edicines in stores or online often seem  t o be aut hent ic but  t urn out  t o be 
m ade from  (12)  ____ posted on t he Web. 

1. (a)  sending (b)  sender ( c)  send (d)  sent  

2. (a)  sold (b)  sales ( c)  seller (d)  sell 

3. (a)  doggy (b)  old dog ( c)  watchdog (d)  guard dog 

4. (a)  taken (b)  takeover ( c)  overtake (d)  undertake 

5. (a)  hardened (b)  hard ( c)  harden (d)  hardest  

6. (a)  especially (b)  special ( c)  specialit y (d)  specialize 

7. (a)  reason (b)  effect  ( c)  cause (d)  result  

8. (a)  clever ly (b)  clever ( c)  cleverness (d)  cleverer 

9. (a)  ser ies (b)  ser ious ( c)  ser iously (d)  ser iousness 

10. (a)  briefcases (b)  cases ( c)  case (d)  suit cases 

11. (a)  Rains (b)  Pains ( c)  Gains (d)  Drains 

12. (a)  recept ions (b)  recipes ( c)  receipt s (d)  recipients 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about 
the UNÕs I nternat ional Narcot ics Cont rol Board. Talk about  what  you 
discover with your partner(s)  in the next  lesson. 

3 . DRUGS POSTER:  Make a poster showing different  k inds of 
drugs and medicines. Show your poster to your class in the next  
lesson. Vote on the best  one 

4 . MAG AZI NE AR TI CLE:  Write a m agazine art icle about  the 
im pact  fake prescript ion drugs are having on people in developing 
count ries. Read what  you wrote to your classm ates in the next  lesson. 
Which art icle was best  and why? 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to a counterfeiter of fake prescript ion 
drugs. Tell him/ her what you think of his/ her act ivit ies. Give him three 
pieces of advice. Ask him  three quest ions. Read your let ter to your 
partner(s)  in your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your 
quest ions. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. T b. F c. T d. F e. F f. F g. T h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

a. sent  out  issued 

b. fake counterfeit  

c. wat chdog mo nit or 

d. deadly lethal  

e. flood deluge 

f. ident ical exact ly t he same   

g. ineffect ive useless  

h. undermi ned weakened  

i. unchecked not  cont rolled  

j . aut hent ic genuine  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. The United Nat ions has sent   out  a warning 

b. the UN drugs  wat chdog  

c. fake me dicines are flooding  int o poorer count r ies 

d. overt ake t he t rade  in illegal drugs  

e. fight  the t rade in  counterfeit  prescr ipt ion drugs  

f. ma ny people w ill die as a  result  of tak ing t he fake drugs  

g. copy t he details on the packaging  and labelling  

h. a dangerous cockt ail  of chemi cals  

i. Gains over the past   years in internat ional drug cont rol  

j . me dicines in stores or online often  seem to be authent ic  

GAP FI LL:  

UN w ar n s o f  d ead ly  f ak e m ed i ci n e 
The Unite d Nati ons has sent out a w ar n in g  th at up to  f ifty  per cent of prescripti on medicines sold in  
developing wo rld pharmacies are fake. A report from th e I nte rnati onal Narcoti cs Contr ol Board, th e UN 
drugs w at ch d o g , said fake medicines are f looding into  poorer countr ies. I t sta te d th at th e consequences 
of people ta k ing th ese drugs can be d ead ly . I t also wa rned th at th e tr ade in fake prescripti on drugs may  
soon o ve r t a k e th e tr ade in illegal drugs. Many of th e resources of th e wo rldÕs law  enforcement agencies 
are focused on h a r d  drugs like heroin and cocaine. The UN suggests  a refocus so th at poor nati ons can 
f ight th e tr ade in counte rfeit prescripti on drugs. The biggest  problem for developing countr ies is th at th eir  
laws are to o old to  co n t r o l  th e f lo o d , especially  for sales over th e I nte rnet and th ose delivered by mail. 

The UN wa rns th at many people wi ll die as a r esu l t  of tak ing th e fake drugs. The counte rfeite rs very 
cle ver l y  copy th e deta ils on th e packaging and labelling of  th e medicine and ensure all ta blets  and pills 
look id en t ica l  t o th e real th ing. Howe ver, th e fake medicine is ofte n a dangerous cockta il of chem icals 
th at can k ill or cau se serious injury. The UNÕs report said  th e fake drugs, Òex p o se pati ents  to  serious 
health  r isks by providing access to Ém edicines th at are ineffecti ve, substa ndard and, in some cases, even 
le t h a l .Ó The UNÕs Philip Emafo said:  "Gains over th e past years in inte rnati onal drug cont rol m ay be 
seriously underm ined by th is om inous development if  it  remains unchecked". He wa rned th at many  
d isco u n t  medicines in stores or online ofte n seem to  be auth enti c but tu rn out to  be made from r eci p es  
poste d on th e Web. 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - d 2 - a 3 - c 4 -c 5 - b 6 -a 7 - d 8 -a 9 -b 10 - b 11 -c 12 - b 
 


