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THE ARTI CLE 

Br i t a in Õs Pr in ce  Har r y  t o  ser v e i n  I r aq  

BritainÕs Minist ry of Defence announced on Thursday that  22-year-

old Prince Harry would be going to serve in I raq. The announcem ent  

was m ade on the very sam e day the Brit ish government declared it  

would reduce the num ber of it s t roops serving in I raq by 1,600. 

Prince Harry, youngest  son of the late Diana, Princess of Wales, said 

he was "over the m oon" at  the news of his post ing. His 

grandm other, the Brit ish Queen, gave her approval to his 

deploym ent . The Prince will becom e the first  Brit ish royal to go to a 

war zone and see front  line act ion since Prince Andrew, HarryÕs 

uncle, fought in the Falk lands War in 1982. Harry is third in line to 

the throne. He will be a tank comm ander and lead a t roop of 12 

m en for six m onths. However, it  is not  expected the young royal will 

be assigned to high- risk areas. 

Prince Harry has always m ade his intent ions clear that  he wanted to 

be a career soldier and would go wherever his regim ent  went . He 

reportedly threatened to quit  the Brit ish Arm y if he were not  allowed 

to do his public duty and stand and fight  alongside his com rades. His 

wish has now com e t rue and he could be heading to I raq within two 

m onths. The m edia will be banned from report ing on his 

whereabouts to reduce the chances of the prince becom ing a 

terrorist  target . Brit ish Prim e Minister Tony Blair was full of praise 

for Harry. ÒHe's a very brave young m an and he's a very determ ined 

young m an who wants to be part  of the Arm y,Ó Blair told the BBC. 

He added:  ÒI  think that  shows a very special character on his part .Ó 

HarryÕs I raq duty will certainly alter his teenage im age of the 

underage drinker and m arijuana-sm oking, priv ileged prince. 
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W ARM- UPS 

1 . DEPLOYED:  Im agine you have j ust  received a let t er  from  your governm ent 
say ing you m ust  serve your count ry  in I raq.  Walk around the class and talk to the 
other student s (who have also received sim ilar  let t ers) . Change partners and share 
what  feelings exist  about  your deploym ent . 

2 . CHAT :  I n pairs /  groups, decide which of these topics or words from  the 
art icle are m ost  int erest ing and which are m ost  boring. 

defence departm ents /  I raq /  royals /  t roops /  being over  the m oon /  tanks /  
career  /  public dut y  /  com rades /  terrorist  target s /  praise /  bravery /  m arijuana 

Have a chat  about  the topics you liked.  For  m ore conversat ion,  change topics and  
part ners frequent ly. 

3 . CLOSE SOLDI ERS:  With your part ner( s) , talk about  how you would feel 
if  t hese people went  to war:  

¥ your  m other 
¥ your grandfather 
¥ your best  fr iend 
¥ your English t eacher 
¥ your par tner 
¥ your son/ daughter 
¥ your brother 
¥ your sist er 

4 . PUBLI C SERVI CE:  Look at  the j obs that  serve the public in the table.  
With your par tner(s) ,  talk about  which ones you would do. Rate t hem :  10 is ÒI  would  
love t o do t his oneÓ,  1 is ÒIÕd rather be unem ployedÓ. 

¥ a soldier 
¥ a f irefighter 
¥ a police officer 
¥ a nurse 

¥ a pr im e m inist er  /  president  
¥ a t eacher 
¥ a spy 
¥ a civ il servant  

5 . QUI CK DEBAT E:  Students A believe m em bers of a royal fam ily  should  
fight  on the front  line. Students B believe wars are too dangerous for  m em bers of  
royal fam ilies to f ight  in.  Debate th is w it h your  part ners.  Change partners oft en.   

6 . PRI NCE:  Spend one m inute writ ing down all of the different  words you 
associate w ith the word Òpr inceÓ.  Share your words with your  partner( s)  and talk  
about  them . Together,  put  t he words into different  categor ies. 
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BEFORE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . TRUE /  FAL SE:  Look at  t he ar t icleÕs headline and guess whether  t hese 
sentences are t rue (T)  or  false (F) :  

a. Buck ingham  Palace announced Prince Harry  would go t o I raq. T /  F 

b. Harry will j oin an addit ional 1,600 Brit ish t roops being sent  to I raq. T /  F 

c. Harry said he would rat her go to t he m oon t han I raq. T /  F 

d. Harry is t he heir t o t he Br it ish t hrone. T /  F 

e. Harry st rongly felt  he wanted to fight  w it h his fellow soldiers. T /  F 

f.  The young pr ince could be off t o I raq wit hin the next  t wo weeks.  T /  F 

g. Br itainÕs Tony Blair said Harry had an average soldierÕs character. T /  F 

h. Harry sm oked m ar ij uana and drank alcohol when he was a teen. T /  F 

2 . SYN ONYM MAT CH:  Match the following synonym s from  the ar t icle:  

a. announced on cloud nine ( or  Òin seventh heavenÓ)  

b. lat e fortunate 

c. over the m oon consent  

d. approval posted 

e. assigned locat ion 

f.  int ent ions m ade public 

g. duty purposeful 

h. whereabouts aim s 

i.  determ ined dead 

j .  privileged obligat ion 

3 . PHRAS E MAT CH:  Match t he follow ing phrases from  the art icle 
( som et im es m ore t han one com binat ion is possible) :  

a. The announcem ent  was m ade on the  on his whereabouts 

b. he was over the  line to t he throne 

c. go t o a war zone and see  im age of t he underage drinker 

d. Harry is t hird in  on his par t  

e. the young royal w ill be assigned  front  line act ion 

f.  He reportedly threatened  very sam e day 

g. fight  alongside  to high- r isk  areas 

h. banned from  report ing  to quit  

i.  that  shows a very special character   m oon at  the news 

j .  alt er  h is teenage  his com rades 
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W HI LE READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

GAP  FI LL:  Put  t he words int o t he gaps in t he text . 

Br i t a in Õs Pr in ce Har r y  t o  ser v e in  I r aq  

Br itainÕs Minist ry of  Defence ________ on Thursday  t hat  

22-year-old Pr ince Harry  would be going t o serve in I raq. 

The announcem ent  was m ade on t he ________ sam e day  

the Brit ish governm ent  declared it  would reduce t he num ber  

of it s t roops serving in I raq by 1,600. Pr ince Harry ,  

youngest  son of  t he ________ Diana, Pr incess of Wales,  

said he was "over t he m oon"  at  t he news of his ________. 

His grandm ot her, t he Br it ish Queen, gave her ________ t o 

his deploym ent . The Pr ince will becom e the first  Br it ish 

royal t o go t o a war zone and see ________ line act ion 

since Pr ince Andrew, HarryÕs uncle,  fought  in t he Falk lands 

War in 1982. Harry  is t hird in ________ t o t he t hrone. He 

will be a t ank  com m ander  and lead a t roop of  12 m en for  

six m ont hs.  However,  it  is not  expect ed t he young royal w ill 

be ________ t o high- risk areas. 
 

  

line 

late 

approval 

announced 

assigned 

front  

very 

post ing 

 

Pr ince Harry has always m ade his intent ions ________ that  

he want ed t o be a ________ soldier and would go wherever  

his regim ent  went .  He report edly t hreatened t o quit  t he 

Br it ish Arm y if he were not  allowed t o do his public duty  and 

________ and fight  alongside his com rades. His wish has 

now com e t rue and he could be ________ to I raq wit hin 

two m ont hs.  The m edia w ill be banned from  report ing on his 

whereabouts t o reduce t he chances of t he pr ince becom ing 

a terrorist  t arget . Br it ish Pr im e Minist er  Tony  Blair  was 

________ of praise for Harry . ÒHe's a very  brave young 

m an and he's a very ________ young m an who want s t o be 

part  of t he Arm y,Ó Blair t old t he BBC. He added:  ÒI  t hink  

that  shows a very special character on his ________.Ó 

HarryÕs I raq duty will cer tainly alter  his t eenage im age of  

the underage drinker and m arij uana-sm oking, ________ 

pr ince. 

  

full 

stand 

part  

heading 

clear 

pr iv ileged 

career 

determ ined 



BritainÕs Prince Harry to serve in I raq Ð 25th February , 2007 

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com 
6 

LI STENI NG 

Listen and fill in the spaces. 

Br i t a in Õs Pr in ce Har r y  t o  ser v e in  I r aq  

Br itainÕs Minist ry of Defence _____________ on Thursday that  22-year-old 

Pr ince Harry  would be going _____________ I raq. The announcem ent  was 

m ade on t he very  sam e day t he Brit ish governm ent  declared it  would reduce 

the num ber _____________ serv ing in I raq by 1,600. Prince Harry , youngest  

son of t he late Diana, Pr incess of Wales, said he was "_____________"  at  

the news of his post ing. His grandm ot her , t he Br it ish Queen, gave her  

approval _____________. The Pr ince will becom e t he f irst  Br it ish royal t o go 

to a war  zone and __________________ since Prince Andrew, HarryÕs uncle,  

fought  in t he Falk lands War in 1982. Harry  is t hird in line t o t he t hrone. He 

will be a t ank com m ander and _____________ 12 m en for six m ont hs.  

However , it  is not  expected t he young royal w ill _____________ high-r isk  

areas. 

Pr ince Harry has always m ade _____________ t hat  he wanted t o be a career  

soldier  and would go wherever  his regim ent  went .  He reportedly  t hreatened 

to quit  t he Br it ish Arm y _____________ allowed t o do his public duty and 

stand and fight  alongside his com rades. His w ish _____________ and he 

could be heading t o I raq w it hin t wo m ont hs. The m edia will be banned from  

report ing _____________ t o reduce t he chances of t he pr ince becom ing a 

terrorist  t arget . Brit ish Pr im e Minister Tony Blair was _____________ for  

Harry . ÒHe's a very brave young m an and he's a very determ ined young m an 

who want s t o be part  of t he Arm y,Ó Blair told t he BBC. He added:  ÒI  think  

that  shows a very special charact er _____________.Ó HarryÕs I raq duty will 

certainly _____________ im age of t he underage drinker and m ar ij uana-

sm ok ing, pr iv ileged pr ince. 
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AFTER READI NG /  LI STENI NG 

1 . W ORD SEARCH:  Look in your dict ionaries /  com puter to find 
collocates, other meanings, inform at ion, synonym s É  for the words 
Ôsam eÕ and Ôd ay Õ. 

¥ Share your findings with your partners. 
¥ Make quest ions using the words you found.  
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

2 . ARTI CLE QUESTI ON S:  Look back at  the art icle and write 
down som e quest ions you would like to ask the class about  the text . 

¥ Share your quest ions with other classmates /  groups. 
¥ Ask your partner /  group your quest ions. 

3 . GAP  FI LL:  I n pairs /  groups, com pare your answers to this 
exercise. Check your answers. Talk about  the words from  the act iv ity. 
Were they new, interest ing, worth learningÉ ? 

4 . VOCAB ULARY:  Circle any words you do not  understand. I n 
groups, pool unknown words and use dict ionaries to f ind their 
m eanings. 

5 . STUDENT ÒARMY Ó SURVEY:  I n pairs /  groups, write down 
quest ions about  serving in your count ryÕs arm y. 

¥ Ask other classm ates your quest ions and note down their 
answers. 

¥ Go back to your original partner /  group and com pare your  
f indings. 

¥ Make m ini-presentat ions to other groups on your f indings. 

6 . TEST EACH  OTHER:  Look at  the words below. With your 
partner, t ry to recall exact ly how these were used in the text :  

¥ announced 
¥ declared 
¥ m oon 
¥ approval 
¥ throne 
¥ assigned 

¥ clear 
¥ stand 
¥ whereabouts 
¥ full 
¥ part  
¥ im age 
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DI SCUSSI ON 

STUDENT AÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  B)  

a)  What  did you think when you read the headline? 
b)  Do you think Prince Harry should serve in I raq? 
c)  What  do you think of the U.K. reducing it s num ber of t roops in 

I raq when the U.S.A. is increasing it s presence in I raq? 
d)  What  would you think if a fr iend or relat ive was posted to I raq? 
e)  Would you like to be a soldier? 
f)  Do you think m em bers of royal families should see front  line 

act ion? 
g)  Why do you think Harry is Òover the m oonÓ about  being posted 

to I raq? 
h)  What  do you think of BritainÕs queen for giv ing her approval for 

her grandson to serve in I raq? 
i)  Do you think Harry should face the same risks as other Brit ish 

soldiers? 
j )  Do you think Harry will receive special protect ion in I raq? 

! --------------------------------------------------------------------- 
STUDENT BÕs QUESTI ONS (Do not  show these to student  A)  

a)  Did you like reading this art icle? 
b)  What  do you think about  what  you read? 
c)  What  are your thoughts on Harry want ing to be a career soldier? 
d)  Do you respect  Harry for his desire to stand and fight  alongside 

his com rades? 
e)  Do you think Harry will get  r id of his m arijuana-sm oking im age? 
f)  Why do you think young people join arm ies? 
g)  Would you ever fight  to protect  your count ry? 
h)  Do you think Harry is part icularly brave or norm al? 
i)  What  quest ion would you like to ask Prince Harry? 
j )  Did you like this discussion? 

AFTER DI SCUSSI ON:  Join another partner /  group and tell them  
what  you talked about . 

a)  What  was the m ost  interest ing thing you heard? 
b)  Was there a quest ion you didnÕt  like? 
c)  Was there som ething you totally disagreed with? 
d)  What  did you like talk ing about? 
e)  Which was the m ost  difficult  quest ion? 



BritainÕs Prince Harry to serve in I raq Ð 25th February , 2007 

 
 

Find th is and sim ilar  lessons at  ht tp: / / www.BreakingNewsEnglish.com 
9 

SPEAKI NG 

ROLE PLAY :   

Team  up w ith classm ates who have been assigned t he sam e role to develop your  
roles.  Together,  discuss your ideas and Òst rategiesÓ for  the role play.  I nt roduce 
yourself to the other role p layers.  

Role A Ð Prince Harry 

You believe it  is the duty of Brit ish princes to serve in the Arm y. You 
want  to follow history and t radit ion. TaxpayersÕ m oney paid for your 
m ilitary t raining. A royal must  f ight  for the respect  of his nat ion. 

-  Think of m ore reasons why you should serve in I raq.  

Role B Ð Peace act iv ist  and m onarchist  

You are horrif ied Harry is going to I raq. You think all soldiers should 
leave I raq imm ediately. I t  is too dangerous for princes to f ight . You 
believe Harry should stay in Buckingham  Palace and choose another 
career. 

-  Think of m ore reasons why Harry should stay at  the Palace.  

Role C Ð Tony Blair 

You think itÕs very im portant  for Harry to go to I raq. Britain needs 
hero princes. Your governm ent needs a hero prince for newspapers 
to stop report ing about  your scandals. Harry is a hero. 

-  Think of m ore reasons why Tony Blair m ight  want Harry to fight . 

Role D Ð I raqi resident  

You are fed up with this story. Your count ry is in chaos. Hundreds of 
innocent  people die every m onth, yet  the headlines are about a 22-
year-old soldier who has never seen act ion, except in nightclubs. 
You would prefer Harry to prom ote an ant i-war m essage. 

-  Think of m ore reasons why Harry should stay in the U.K. 

Discuss your roles aft er  t he role p lay ends.  Do you really  believe what  you said while 
you were in your role? 
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LANGUAGE 

CORRECT W ORD:  Put  t he correct  words from  aÐd below in t he ar t icle. 

Br i t a inÕs Pr i nc e Har r y  t o  se r v e in I r aq  

Br itainÕs Minist ry of Defence announced on Thursday t hat  22-year-old Pr ince 
Harry would be going t o serve in I raq. The announcem ent  was m ade on t he 
(1)  ____ sam e day t he Brit ish governm ent  declared it  would reduce the 
num ber of it s t roops serv ing in I raq by 1,600. Pr ince Harry , youngest  son of  
the (2)  ____ Diana, Pr incess of Wales, said he was " (3)  ____ the m oon"  at  
the news of his (4)  ____. His grandm ot her , the Brit ish Queen, gave her  
approval t o his deploym ent . The Pr ince will becom e t he first  Brit ish royal t o 
go to a war zone and see (5)  ____ line act ion since Prince Andrew, HarryÕs 
uncle,  fought  in t he Falk lands War in 1982. Harry is t hird in (6)  ____ t o t he 
throne. He w ill be a tank  com m ander and lead a t roop of  12 m en for six  
m ont hs.  However,  it  is not  expected t he young royal will be assigned t o high-
risk areas. 

Pr ince Harry  has always m ade his int ent ions (7)  ____ t hat  he want ed to be a 
career soldier and would go wherever his regim ent  went . He reportedly  
threat ened t o (8)  ____ t he Br it ish Arm y if he were not  allowed t o do his 
public duty and st and and fight  alongside his com rades. His w ish has now 
com e t rue and he could be heading to I raq wit hin t wo m ont hs. The m edia w ill 
be banned from  report ing on his (9)  ____ t o reduce t he chances of t he prince 
becom ing a ter rorist  t arget . Br it ish Pr im e Minister Tony Blair was (10)  ____ 
of praise for Harry . ÒHe's a very brave young m an and he's a very  
determ ined young m an who want s t o be part  of t he Arm y,Ó Blair t old t he 
BBC. He added:  ÒI  t hink  t hat  shows a very special character (11)  ____ his 
part .Ó HarryÕs I raq dut y will certainly (12)  ____ his teenage im age of t he 
underage dr inker and m ar ij uana-sm ok ing, priv ileged pr ince. 

1. (a)  really (b)  very ( c)  highly (d)  vary 

2. (a)  lat t er (b)  lat e ( c)  lat ely (d)  lat er 

3. (a)  on (b)  under ( c)  around (d)  over 

4. (a)  post ing (b)  postal ( c)  post s (d)  posit ion 

5. (a)  m iddle (b)  back ( c)  front  (d)  side 

6. (a)  queue (b)  line up ( c)  line (d)  lines 

7. (a)  clear (b)  clarity ( c)  clears (d)  clearly 

8. (a)  quit  (b)  quit e ( c)  quiet  (d)  quilt  

9. (a)  whereupon (b)  whereabouts ( c)  whereby (d)  wherewithal 

10. (a)  full up (b)  filling ( c)  full ( d)  fill 

11. (a)  in (b)  up ( c)  of (d)  on 

12. (a)  alto (b)  alert  ( c)  altar (d)  alt er 
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HOMEW ORK 

1 . VOCABULAR Y EXTENSI ON :  Choose several of the words 
from  the text . Use a dict ionary or GoogleÕs search field (or another 
search engine)  to build up m ore associat ions /  collocat ions of each 
word. 

2 . I NTERNET:  Search the I nternet  and find m ore inform at ion about 
Prince Harry. Talk about  what  you discover with your partner(s)  in the 
next  lesson. 

3 . ROYAL POSTER:  Make a poster showing som e of the worldÕs 
royals. Show your poster to your class in the next  lesson. Vote on the 
best  one 

4 . MAG AZ I NE AR TI CLE:  Write a m agazine art icle about  the role 
princes should play in todayÕs society. Read what  you wrote to your 
classm ates in the next  lesson. Which art icle was best  and why? 

5 . LETTER:  Write a let ter to Prince Harry. Tell him what  you think of 
his dream to serve in the Brit ish Arm y. Give him three pieces of 
advice. Ask him three quest ions. Read your let ter to your partner(s)  in 
your next  lesson. Your partner(s)  will answer your quest ions. 
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ANSW ERS 
TRUE /  FALSE:  

a. F b. F c. F d. F e. T f. F g. F h.  T 

SYNON YM  M ATCH: 

a. announced ma de public 

b. late dead 

c. over t he m oon on cloud nine ( or Òin sevent h heavenÓ) 

d. approval consent   

e. assigned posted  

f. intent ions aim s  

g. duty obligat ion  

h. whereabout s locat ion  

i. determ ined purposeful  

j . pr iv ileged fortunate  

PHRASE MATCH: 

a. The announceme nt  was m ade on t he  very sam e day 

b. he was over  the  mo on at  t he news 

c. go t o a war zone and see  front  line act ion 

d. Harry is t hird in  line to the throne  

e. the young royal will be assigned  to high- r isk areas  

f. He reportedly t hreatened  to quit   

g. fight  alongside  his comr ades  

h. banned from report ing  on his whereabouts  

i. t hat  shows a very special character  on his part   

j . alter  his teenage  ima ge of t he underage dr inker  

GAP FI LL:  

Br i t a in Õs Pr in ce Har r y  t o  se r v e i n  I r aq  
Brita inÕs Min istr y  of Defence an n o u n ced  on Thursday th at 22 -year-old Pr ince Har ry wo uld be going t o 
serve in I raq. The announcement wa s made on th e ver y  same day th e Briti sh government  declared it  
wo uld reduce th e number of its  tr oops serv ing in I raq by 1,600. Prince Harry, youngest son of th e la t e  
Diana, Princess of Wales, said he wa s "over th e moon" at t he news of his p o st in g . His grandmoth er, th e 
Briti sh Queen, gave her a p p r o va l  to  h is deployment. The Pr ince wi ll become th e f ir st Briti sh royal t o go t o 
a wa r zone and see f r o n t  line acti on since Prince Andrew, HarryÕs uncle, fought in th e Falk lands War in 
1982. Harry is th ird in l in e to  th e th rone. He wi ll be a ta nk commander and lead a tr oop of 12  men for six  
month s. Howe ver, it is not expecte d th e young royal wi ll be assig n ed  to  high- r isk areas. 

Prince Harry has alwa ys made his inte nti ons c lea r  th at he wa nte d to  be a car eer  soldier and wo uld go 
wh erever his regiment we nt. He reporte dly th reate ned to  quit the Briti sh Army if he we re not allowe d to  
do his public duty  and st an d  and f ight alongside his comrades. His wi sh has now come tr ue and he could 
be h ead in g  to  I raq wi th in t wo  m onth s.  The media wi ll be banned from reporti ng on h is wh ereabouts  t o 
reduce th e chances of th e prince becom ing a te rrorist ta rget. Briti sh Prime Ministe r Tony Blair wa s f u l l  of  
praise for Harry. ÒHe's a very brave young man and he's a very d et er m in ed  young man wh o wa nts  to  be 
part of th e Army,Ó Blair to ld th e BBC. He added:  ÒI  th ink that shows a very special characte r on his p a r t .Ó 
HarryÕs I raq duty  wi ll certa inly  alte r his teenage image of the underage drinker and marijuana-smoking,  
p r i v i leg e d  prince. 

LAN GUAGE W ORK 

1 - b 2 - b 3 - d 4 - a 5 - c 6 -c 7 - a 8 -a 9 -b 10 - c 11 -d 12 - d 
 


